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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 
READ AT THE ANNIVERSARY MEETING ON THE 22nD May. 


THe Council, in submitting their Annual Report of the financial 
state and progress of the Royal Geographical Society, refer with 
satisfaction to the evidence it affords of another year of prosperity 


and usefulness. 


Members.—Since the last Anniversary 162 Fellows have been 
elected, namely, 158 Ordinary (of whom 12 have paid their Life 
Compositions), 1 Honorary, and 3 Honorary Corresponding. 
During the same period the Society has lost 68 Fellows (besides 
4 Honorary Corresponding), namely, 47 by death, and 21 by 
resignation; the total number on the list at the end of April of 
the present year being 1997 Ordinary, 65 Honorary Corresponding, 
and 5 Honorary Fellows. The number of Ordinary Fellows at 
the end of April, 1864, was 1907; the list shows, therefore, an 
increase of 90 during the year. 


Finances.—As will be seen in the annexed Balance-sheet, thee 
receipts for the year 1864 exceeded, by a small sum, the estimate 
’ riven in the last year's Report; the actual amount (exclusive of 
ss . the balance in hand) being 49777, 8s. 6d., and the estimated amount 
(also exclusive of the cash balance) 49654 The disbursements show 
an excess over the estimate, a result due chiefly to certain changes 
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instituted in the course of the year, by which expenses which would 
otherwise not have been incurred until the year 1865, were entered 
in the past year’s account. The excess of income over expenditure 
is, however, large, amounting to 13302. Os. 8d. The sum which it 
was estimated the Society would have available for investment 
during the year, namely, 896/. 5s., has been far exceeded, 17962. 5s. 
| having been added to the funded property: this difference is due 
| to the sum estimated as likely to be spent for the furtherance of 
Geography being far in excess of the actual amount so spent, and 
to the investment of part of the large balance in hand at the com- 
mencement of the year. 
The Funded Capital of the Society, which consisted at the 
: beginning of 1863 of 7500/, and at the end of 1864 of 11,5007, 
‘now amounts to 12,5001, bearing interest to the amount of 395/. 
per annum, the last 1000/, being invested in 5 per cent. India 
Stock. The funded property is now about equal to the full amount 
of Life Compositions of living Members, the number of living Life- 
Compounders being 509. In addition to this the Council would call 
the attention of Fellows to the great increase, and the considerable 
present value, of the Society's property in Maps and Books, some 
details of which are given in this Report. 
A legacy of 201, bequeathed to the Society by the late Beriah 
field, Esq., has been received during the year. 
The current accounts, mentioned in the last year's Report as 
standing against, the Society at the close of the year, have all been 
liquidated, and the miscellaneous expenses are now paid regularly 
at the end of every month,.thus greatly aiding the Finance Com- 
mittee in their examination of the accounts. The Balance-sheet, 
Appendix A, shows that the accounts have been duly audited to 
the end of the year. In accordance with the last Report of 
Council they have further been examined to the end of April of 
the current year; by this means a complete cheek is kept over the 
Society's expenditure, and the Council constantly informed of the 
* state of the Finances. 
_ The sum of 752. was paid to the widow of Mr. Greenfield, the 
late AssistantSecretary, in lieu of ten days’ salary due at the time 
of his death, : 
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Report of Council. vii 


of the INvestuexts of the 
Society from the Year 1832 
to the Slst Dec. 1B04, 


STATEMENT showing the Recaprs and Ex- | 
respitune of the Society from the Year 
1843 to the 3lst Dec. 1864, 











Cah Cash ‘Arete Amount 

Teer. ‘Receipts Amounta | ivested! in of (he Cash of 

within the invested bn Fonda: actual  )°% lovraied, Stock 

Year, Funds. ie: ny The. Sl purchascd, 
jim me di a ae Bs ad. Boo eid 
I8i8 | 8610 5 se Cae Too 6 1 | IBS2 | S657 10 0; 4000 0 0 
140; 778 2 OO} .. 63. 6] 1008 7 6 1888) 4150 0 0] 4500 0 0 
1850 | 1036 10 6 + S77 210) 184 | 426 0 0} 4800 0 0 
1851 | 1056 11 6 aes OG 14 7 |) 1835 | 4426 0 0| 4800 0 0 
152/190 8 4{ .. .. | 995 18 1] 1888) 4496 0 0} 4800 0 0 
Issa | 117 2 G6 - « | 1675 6 0 || 1887 | 4426 0 0/4500 0 O 
IESE | 2005 7 8] .. . 2197 19 3 | 1858 | 4426 0 0) 4800 oO O 
1855 | 2584 7 0) .. 4. | 2685 8B 1 | 1880 | 412915 0} 4500 0 0 
1856 | 8372. 5 1| 53310 ©] 2814 8 1 || 1840 | 8788.10 0/4150 0 0 
1857 | 3142 18 4) 878 0 0 | S480 19 9 | I8t1 | 801 0 0} S150 0 O 
1858'| 308015 1) .. .. | 24418 6 || 1842) 2R01 0 0} 3150 © 0 
18S) |. 3471 11 8) 850 0 O| M25 3 9 | 143 | 2219 18 G6 | 257s 4 4 
1860 | G49 12 1| 40617 6| S406 3 7 | 1814 | 2919 18 6 | 9578 4 4 
1661 | 4792 12 9) 1558 2 6) S074 7 4 |) 1845 | 2219 18 6 | 2578 4 4 
1862 | 4659 7 9 | 1589 7 G | 3085 19 # | ste) 1088 1 0 | 2278 4 4 
1863 | 256 9 3] 1837 10 0 | 5655 4 0 | IST | 2188 10) 202 & 2 
18 | 4977 8 66) 1796 «6 0) BHT 67 10) 1848 | 1886 16 8 | 2224 110 
| il | 1849 | 1886 16 8.| 2994 1 10 
; Tay Stag ean: 1 10 
. In 1856 a Treasury Grant of 10001 for tho | 1! | - 6 8 | S224 1 10 
East African Expedition received. 1888 | 1662 14 10 | 3000 0 
In 1860 o Treasury Grant of 25001, for the | 1854 | 1662 14 10 | 2000 o 0 
East African Expedition roceived. || 1855 | 1662 14 10) 2000 0 O 
1856 |) 2216 410) 2000 0 6 
1857 | 254 410] 5000 0 O 
1858 | 2504 410) 2000 0 0 
1859 | 344 410) 4000 0 0 
13960} 4011 2 4/4500 0 0 
1861 | 5869 410] 6000 0 0 
Ish? | 6758 12 4) 7500 0 0 
1863. | 896 2 4/9500 0 0 
[StH TO T 41th o oO 





Publications.—The 33rd volume of the Journal, which was 
delayed in its appearance last year, owing to the death of the late 
Assistant-Secretary, has since been issued, and the Council have, 
now the satisfaction of announcing the completion of the 54th 
. _ yolume, which may be had on application at the Society’s apart- 
_ments. The varied interest and general value of the memoirs 
which it contains, and the large number and good quality of 
the illustrations, will, it is hoped, make this volume acceptable 
and useful to the Fellows. In addition to an average number of 
memoirs, the present volume contains a treatise entitled ‘ Hints to 
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Travellers,” compiled and edited by a Committee, consisting of 
three Members of the Council, Mr. F. Galton, Vice-Admiral Sir 
George Back, and Admiral R. Collinson, aided by the Assistant- 
Secretary and the Curator of Maps. This treatise, although having 
the same title, is nota simple revision of the former work, published 
hy the Society in 1854, and printed in the 24th volume of the 
Journal, but is entirely rewritten, with a view to including hints 
on the newest approved methods of exploration in little-known 
countries. The treatise will also be printed separately, as a 
pamphlet, and distributed gratis to intending travellers. 

The 8th volume of Proceedings has been also completed since 
the last Anniversary, and contained six parts, instead of five, the 
usual number. Volume IX., comprising the reports of meetings 
of the present session, is now in course of publication, and three 
numbers have already been issued. 

The Council have the pleasure of reporting a considerable 
increase in the sale of the Society's publications over the previous 
year (the first in which the item was separated in the accounts 
from other receipts), the total sales for 1864 bemg 10O/. 12s. Te., 


Library.—The accessions to the Library since the last Report 
have been 969 volumes of books and pamphlets, of which 72 were 
purchased. Amongst the more valuable additions may be men- 
tioned Castelnau’s * Expedition dans les Partics Centrales de 
l’Amerique du Sud,’ 15 vols.; and Gay’s ‘ Historia Fisica y Poli- 
tiea de Chile,’ in 26 vols., for both of which magnificent works 
the Society is indebted to the generosity of their Secretary, 
Clements R. Markham, Esq. The Council hope to be able here= 
after to report the addition of other expensive works of this nature 
to the Library, particularly the French scientifie Voyages, many of 
which are still desiderata, Another important accession is a 
series of the ‘Selections from the Government Records of India,’ 


“consisting of 300 volumes, full of geographical information, which 


The Council have now the satisfaction to announce the com. 
pletion of the new Library Catalogue, which was mentioned ag in * 
preparation in their last Report. ‘The delay in its appearance has 
been due simply to the length of time required in compiling a 
Catalogue of so large a Library, on the very complete method 
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which has been adopted, namely, that of entering the contents of 
all collections of voyages, besides giving full titles to the rest 
of the Geographical works, The Catalogue consists of more than 
500 pages, and the Council have decided, notwithstanding the 
considerable extra expense of compiling and printing, to present it 
gratis to Members, on their applying for their copies at the Society's 
apartments, 

A classified Index. of the Geographical works, including pam- 
phlets and memoirs in Transactions, contained in the Library, is 
now being prepared by Mr. H. W. Bates, our energetic Assistant- 
Secretary, and will be printed as a Supplement to the Alphabetical 
Catalogue. 


Map-Collection—The accessions to this department have been 


unusually numerous this year, consisting of 5183 sheets of Maps 


and Charts, 6 Atlases, and 8 Diagrams, The facility of access to 
this important Collection has led to its being largely ued during 
the past year by the Fellows, Travellers, and the Public generally. 
The following accessions deserve especial notice. 

Qur own Government have added the munificent donation of 
7480 sheets of the Ordnance Survey, consisting chiefly of Maps on 
the larger scales, viz.:—Towns on the scale of 5 to 10 feet to the 
mile, and parishes on that of 25 inches to the mile; also a copy of 
Domesday-book in 53 volumes. All these have been arranged in 
Geographical order, amalgamated with the Society's Collection, 


and catalogued, and are now available for the use of the public. — 


The Admiralty have presented 50 sheets of Charts. Most of the 
European Governments have responded to the applications for 
Maps. The Danish Government have added all the official, topo- 
graphical, and geological Maps hitherto published, comprising 
OU sheets. The French Government have presented 193 sheets of 
the grand Topographical Survey of France, commenced in 1833, 
ona scale of sytvr (} of an inch to the mile); also Maps of 
Algeria on 19 sheets; and the Hydrographical Department have 
added 91 sheets of Charts. The Prussian Government have sup- 
plied the principal Maps they have published, in 178 sheets. The 
| Government have sent 5 sheets of the Topographical Map 
of Holland ; the Swedish. Government have added 8 sheets to the 
Geological Map commenced in 1863 by Erdmann, and the Govern- 
ment of Switzerland have completed their gift of ‘Dufour’s Official 
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Map, in 25 sheets. Maps of the Seats of War in America and 
New Zealand have been supplied by the Topographical Depart- 
ment of the War Office; and Maps of Kashmir by Captain J, G. 
Montgomerie, Colonel Scott's Map of India, Captain Grantham’s 
Map of Natal, Van der Welde’s Syria, and Johnston's Maps of Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand, have also been added to the Collection. 

A small Library of Books has been purchased, and deposited 
in the Map-Room for the use of Travellers, consisting of about 
50 volumes of elementary works and manuals, 


Instruument-Room,—Since the last Anniversary, Instruments have 
been supplied at the cost of the Society to one Traveller only, 
Mr. K. B. N. Walker, who has recently left England to explore 
Equatorial Africa east of the Gaboon, to whom a complete set, 
costing 437, has been given. Several other travellers have, how- 
aver, availed themselves of the advantages offered in selecting 
seta of instruments at their own expense. 

The principal opticians of London have been again invited to 
deposit specimens of such instruments as travellers mostly use ; but 
none of them have done so excepting the successor to Mr. Cary’ - 
establishment, Mr. Porter. 


Grants to Travellers.—During the year 1864, one grant only 
was made to assist exploration, namely, that of 50/. to M. Gérhard- 
Rolilfs in his journey across the Great Atlas from Marocco to Tripoli. 
The testimonial, value 25 guineas, given at the Auniversary to 
Mr. Gifford Palgrave for his adventurous journey across Arabia, is 
jecluded in the Balance-sheet, under the head “Gold Medals.” 
The sum of 1000/., stated in the last year's Report as held in 
readiness for an exploration of the Nile Sources from Egypt, has 
not been called for ; but 500/. have been voted by the Council to aid 
in an exploration having the same end in view, which will commence 
from another part of Africa, namely, the new expedition of Dr. 
Livingstone, now im preparation, from a point on the east coast 

* towards the great Central Lakes. This sum is placed in the estimate 
of the current year’s expenses, together with 200/., which have 
c. been paid during the present financial year, namely, 1002. to 
| Mr. KR. B. N. Walker, in addition to the. instruments mentioned’ 
above, and 1002, to Captain Wilson (throngh Sir Henry James), 


as a contribution towards the expense of ascertaining the exact 
relative level ofthe Dead Sez. 
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Dibrary Regulations. 


I. The Library will be open every day in the week (Sundays 
excepted) from 10-30 in the morning to 430 in the afternoon,” 
except on New-Year's Day, Good Friday to Easter Monday inelu- 
sive, and Christmas week; and it will be closed one month in the 

ear, in order to be thoroughly cleaned, viz. from the first to the 
ast day of September, 

Il. Every Fellow of the Society is entitled (subject to the Rules) to 
borrow as many as four volumes at one time. 


1. Dictionaries, Encyclopedigg, and other works of reference 
and cost, Minute Books, Manuscripts, Atlases, Books and 
Illustrations in loose sheets, Drawings, Prints, and unbound 
Numbers of Periodical Works, unless with the special written 
order of the President. | 

2. Maps or Charts, unless by special sanction of the President and 


Council. 
8. New Works before the expiration of a month after reception. 
Il, The title of every Book, gr a Map, or Work of any 
kind lent, shall first be entered in the Library-register, with the 
borrower's signature, or accompanied by a separate note in his 


IV. Nowork of any kind can be retained longer than one month : 
but at the expiration of that period, or sooner, the same must be 
returned free of expense, and may then, upon re-entry, be again 
borrowed, provided that no application shall have been made in the 
mean time by any other Fellow. 

V. Inall cases a fist of the Books, &c., or other property of the 
Society, in the possession of any Fellow, shall be sent in to the 
Secretary on or before the 1st of July in each year, 

VI. In every case of loss or damage to any volume, or other 
property of the Society, the borrower shall make good the same. 

. VIL No stranger can be admitted to the Library except by the 
introduction of a Fellow, whose name, together with that of the 
Visitor, shall be inserted in a book kept for that purpose. . 

VIII. Fellows transgressing any of the above Regulations will be 
reported by the Secretary to the Council, who will take such steps 
as the caso may require, 

By Order of the Council, 


* On Saturday the Library is closed at 2°90 Fm. 
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PicePatron. 4, 
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Johnson, William, Esq.,mx. 2. 7. F. Club, 7, Albemarle-street, W. 
Johneton, Alex, Keith, Esq., F.ne.c., Hon, Men. Berl, Geog, Soc. ke, March- 

Aall-park + ond 4, Si, Andrew-syuare, Edintury 

Johnston, A. K., Esq., ¥.2.8. Atheneum Club, 8... 
Johnston, J. Brookes, Esq. 29, Lombard-street, EC. 

Johnston, Capt. J, Gilbert, 8, Fork-terrace, Regent's-park, NW. 


roroJohnstone, Sir John V. B,, Bart, Mp,, DL, 54, Belyrave-square, W. ; ond 
Hackness~Aall, near Scarkorough, 


Jones, Capt. Edward Monckton, 20th Regt, 
Jones, Capt. Feliz, 7, Walfon-rilfas, Brompton, 5, W. 
Jones, Lieut.-General Sir Harry D., nz., K.cu. 2. MW, College, Farnborough 
Station, Hants, 
Janes, Capt. Jenkin, Bombay Engineers. 1, Lennard-place, Cirewerecct, 
Jokn’s-wood, N.W.; and India, a 
Jones, John, Esq, 338, Strand, WiC. 
. 
Jones, Joho Pryce, Esq. Grove-park School, Wrerdam. ' 
Jones, Sir Willoughby, Bart. Cronmer-hall, Fatentam, Norfolk. 
Jones-Byrom, Commander W. H., RN. Leek, Staffordshire; aud Army 
Nury Club, 5, W. ~ ry 
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1863 Joshua, Moss, Esq. Melbourne; and 22, Clifton-pardens, Maida~Wil, W. 

1863 | rozoJourdain, Frederick John, Esq. 10, Austin-friars, E.C. 

1855 Kane, Major Fred, A. C., 15th Regt. Bombay 8.1, Junior U, Service Club, 5, 

1858 Kay, David, Esq. 

1880 Keate, R, W., Esq., Lieutenant-Governor, Trinidad. 

1857 Keating, Sir Henry Singer, Q.0., one of the Judges of the Court of Common Fleas, 
11, Prince’s-gardens, 5. W. 

1837 Keene, Rev. C. E. Rock. Swynscombe-park, Henley-upon- Thames, 

1#6a Keir, Simon, Esq. Conservatice Club, 3. W. 

1845 *Kellett, Rr.-Add®. Henry, co,  Clomnel, Ireland, 

1961 Kelly, William, Esq. Royal Thames Yaokt Club, 7, Albemarle-street, W. 


*Kemball, Col. Arnold Burrowes, ¢.., Indian Anny. M's Consul-(leneral, 
Bagdad ; and 6, Cheater-place, Hyde-park, W. 


1963 | royoKempater, J., Esq. 1, Portanouth-place, Kenningfon-lane, Surrey, &. 
1860 Kendall, Henry, Esq., Consul for Peru. 12, Old Broadastreet, E.C,; and The 
Limes, Mortlake, 5. W. 

1361 Kennard, Adam Steinmeta, Esq. 7, Fenchurch-street, F.C. 

1859 Kennard, Coleridge J., Esq. 14, Fombard-aireet, £.C,; and 15, Prince’s- 
terrace, Prince’aegate, 8. W. 

1861 Kennard, Robert William, Esq., Mr. 37, Jorchester-terrace, ITyde-park, W. 
1861 Kennedy, Edward Shirley, Faq. 2sher, Surrey. 

1863 Kennedy, Lord Gilbert. Weat-court, Wotingham, 

184 | Kennedy, Rev. John, Mia. 4, Stepney-green, E, 

1851 Kent, John, Esq. Shajsfon, Moreton-bay, Australia, 


Ker, Lord Schomberg, 15, Bruton-street, W. 

1963 | rogoKerr, J. H., Esq., ns. Hydrographic Office, &.W. 

1862 Kershaw, Wim., Esq. 16, 5%, Mary Ase, E.C, ; and Sujfolt-fodge, Brizton-road, 3. 

1850 Key, Capt, Astley Cooper, B.N., C0, he Service Club, SW. 

1862 | Key, J, Binney, Esq. Oriental Club, 

1857 Keysell, Francis P., Esq. rea 35, Carlton-Aull, St, John's-wood, N. W. 

1864 *Kiddle, W. W., Esq. 

1864 Kimber, Dr, E. Grafton-rilla, Loughborough-park, &, 

1a46 King, Lieut.-Colonel Edward R., 36th Regt, Jundor United Service Club, &.W. 

1858 King, Rev. Samuel W., 4.M, Saxlingham-rectory, Norwich, 

1801 King, Major W. Ross, Unatt., r.s.a, Soot, Tertowie, Xinellar, Aberdeenshire; % 
and Army and Navy Club, 5. W. 

1857,| togoKinkel, Gottfried, Esq., ru.on. 25, Blompield-road, Maida-lail, W. 

7857 | ‘Kinnaird, Hon. Arthor F., ur, 2, Pall-mali-sast, 5, W. 

1800 Kinns, Samuel, Esq., PH. DR, ¥.RAS. Tighhury-new-park College, N. 

1858 Kirk, John, Esq., w.0. 45, George-aquare, Eclinburgh. 

1963 | Kirke, John, Esq., Barrister, 32, Murley-street, Cavendish-nquare, W. 


1861 Kirkland, Sir John, 17, WaiteAall-pl, & W.; and Foot'scray-pl., Kent, SE, 
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Electiqa. 
1835 | Kjaer, Thomas Andreas, Esq. Hjornet af Kongins Nyetow og Gathersjaden No. 
96, Sd Sahl, Copeniagen. 
1862 Knollys, Lient.-General W. T., V.-Pres. Council of Military Education, Eafon- 
square, &. WV, 
1861 Sh Thomas G., Esq. Jndia. 
1361 yd, Hayes, Esq., M.2.08. Wadebridge, Corneal, 








roboLabrow, Valentine H., Esq. Mitre-court-chambers, Temple, E.C.; and Ciul- 
clanters, 5. W. 


1860 Labuan, Right Rer. F. T. MacDougall, Bishop of. 

1349 *Laifun, Capt, Robert Michael, 2,e. Army and Mary Club, 5. W.; and Otham- 
lodge, ent. 

1850 Lamb, Lieut. Henry, u8. 168, Eeadenhall-sireet, £.C. 

1863 *Lambert, Alan, Esq. 2, Portugal-street, South Asdley-street, W. 

1aG4 Lambert, Charles, Esq. 2, Queen-street-place, Upper Thames-street, E.G. 

1864 |  Lamert, Capt.G.F. 20, Alenarle-street, W. 

1861 Lamont, James, Exy., ur. Brooks's Club, 5. W. 


Lampray, Thomas, Esq. Warrior-lodye, The Grove, Hommersmith, W, 
Lampson, C. M.,, Es. 4, Quecn-atreet, Cheapnde, EC. 
1070*Lance, John Henry, Esq., F.U.8, The Folmacood, Dorkisg, 


1861 *Lang, Andrew, Esq. Dunmore, Hunter-ricer, New South Wales ; and Dammare, 
1959 | “Lange, Daniel A., Faq. 21, Reyent-street, W. 
1856 Langler, J. FL, Esq. Lecturer, Wesleyan Normal Institution, Westminster, 5, W. 
1865 Langley, Edward, Faq. Well-Aall, Etiam, Kent, 
1857 Lansdowne, Marquis of, Lansdorne-house, Berkeley-square, W. 
| 1833 *Larcom, Maj.-General Sir Thomas Aiskew, ILE., E.C.0., F.R.S, Castle, Dublin, 
; yeei| ‘Lardner, Col. John, United Service Club, 3. W. 
| 1859 Larnach, Donald, Esq. 21, Xensington-palace-gardens, W, 
1854 | Latrobe, Ch, J., Esq. Athenanum Club, 3. W.; and Whithourne-court, Worcester. 
1962 | roBo"Laurie, John M., Esq. 4, St. Gearge's-place, 8.W.; and Mareaelton-howse, 
, 1246 *Law,Hon, H. Spencer, M.A, 1, Lowndes-st.,5, W.; and Ellington-ho,, Ramagate, 
* 7830 | Law, William J., Esq. 63, Upper Seymour-street, We; do, Jancoln' sind 
flelds, W.C.; and 5, Sussex-square, Brighton. 
@ 1861 | Lawrence, Edward, Esq. Beechmont, Aighurth, Liverpool, 
1862 *Lay, Horatio, N., Esq., Comminioner of Foreign Customa in China, 
1857 Layard, Austen H., Esq., M.P., D.C.L. 130, Piccaditly, W, a 
1860 Leader, Nicholas P., Ey. MF. Conservatine Club, 8, W.; and Dromagh, Cork, 
1863 | “Leaf, Chas, J., Esq. Gld-change, E.C.; and The Rylinds, Norwood, 8, 
act | "Learmonth, Dr.John, yde, Jale of Wight, 


1865 | rogoLe Feuvre, W. H., Exq..c.c. 18, Great George-street, 5. W, 
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1841 | Leckie, Patrick C., Faq. 7, Palace-road, Roupell-park, Streatiam, &. 
Lei ®Lee, John, Esq. U4D4 DCL, Pres af the E, Astr, Soe, FES, F545 
F.u8.N.A., hc, Hartwell-howe, neur Aylesbury, Bucks, 
1839| Lee, Thomas, Esq. 78, Westhourne-park-rillas, W. 
1661 Lefevre, George Shaw, Esq., a. 8, Spriag-gardena, 8, Ws 
1893 *Leferre, Sir John George Shaw, M.A, DCL, FES, Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of London, 8, Spring-gardens, 5. W. 
1853 Lefroy, General John Henry, B.A,, ¥.2.5. Royal Arsenal, Wooheich, 5.5. 
1362 Leggatt, Clement Davidson, Esq. 43, Faverness-terroce, W. 
1861 Legh, Wm. John, Esq. 37, Lowndes-square, 5. W. ; and Lyme-park, Cheshire, 
1861 | Lehmann, Frederick, Esq. 139, Westhourne-terrace, W. 
1845 | rrooLeigh, John Studdy, Esq. 54, Loinster-syuare, Kensington-gardens, W. 
1863 “Le Mesurier, Henry P., 0.8. St. Martin's, Guernsey. 
1863 Le Meworier, M.-Gen., ap. 2, Staniope-ferrace, Hyde-park, W. 
1854 Lemon, Sir Charles, Bart,, F.2.8., 2c, Carole, near Falmouth, Cormeall, 
1857| "Lenox, George Wm., Esq. 34, Portland-place, W.; and Pont-y-Pridd, 
1856 Leslie, the Hon. G,W. 4, Harley-street, W. 
1859 Leslie, Walter D., Esq. Arthur's Club, Sf. James's-atreet, 5. W. 
1862 Lelie, Wm., Esq. Woarthil, Aberdeenshire ; and Carlton Club, &.1V. 
1B40 *Letts, Thomas, Esq, 8, Royal Exchange, £.C. 


1863 Leveanx, E. H., Esq. 25, The Cedars, Putney, a. 
1857 | ttroLererson, George B. C., Esq. 73, Gloweester-terrace, Hyde-park, Ww 


1882 | Levick, Joseph, Esq. 8, Great Winchester-street, Old Broad-street, £.C. 

1859 Levinsohn, Louis, Eeq. 7, Finebury-equare, EC. 

1859 Lewis, Rev. Evan, wa, Accrington, Loncushire, 

1852 Leyeester, Commander Edmund M., t.8. Superintendent of Packets and 
Transports, Admiralty-office, Liverpool. 

1941 Leyland, Luke Swallow, Esq. The Leylanas, Hatfield, Donoaster. 

1859 Lichfield, Thomas George, Earl of. Siughorongh, Stajfordstire. 

1856 Lilford, Thomas Lyttleton Powys, Lond, 10, Grosenor-place, W. 

1860 Lindsay, H. Hamilton, Esq, 22, Berkeley-square, W. 

1857 | Lindsay, Maj.-Gien. the Hon. J., Gren, Guards, wp, 20, Portman-equare, W. 

1ae1 | tr2oLindssy, W. Lander, Esq., 4.D., F.13. Edin,, F048. London. thipal, Perth, VE 

L855 *Lindsay, Wm, 5,, Esq. Afanor-house, Shepperton, Middlesex, 

1858 Lister, John, Esq. 24, Leimster-terroce, Upper Hyde-park-gardens, W, 

1851 Lloyd, Alexander Ogilvie, Esq., wa. Hazeleroft, Ripley, Forkshire, 

iBST #*Llovyd, George A., Esq. 2, Royal Exchange-leildings, E.C. 

1s64 Lloyd, W., Esq. Wednesbury, near Birmingham. 

1841 Lluellpn, Capt. Richard. 20, Afonéagu-aquare, W. 

1863 | Loch, George, Faq, 12, Allemarle-street, W. 

1859 | Loch, Heary Brougham, Esq. torernment-house, Fale of Man, 

1361 


Loch, John Charles, Esq. 12, Albemarle-street, W.; and ITonj-Kony. 
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1857 | 1230Lech, William Adam, Esq. 8, Great Georgeatreet, Westminster, 5.1. 
1864| Locke, Jon, Keg.” 83, Addison-road, Kensington. 
1858 Lockhart, William, Esq. F.-0.8. Parh-rilas, Grancille-park, Blackheath, S.E.: 
and Chim. 
1860 | Lockwood, James Alfred, UWiited Arts Club, Hanover-epiare, W. 
1asg | “Logan, Sir William Edmond, 7.2.8, Montreal, Canada, 
1860 Londesbotough, Wm, Henry Forester, Lord, Thomas’s-Aotel, 25, Berkeley-a7., Ws 
1830, Long, George, Esq. M4, 22, Buckingham-street, Brighton, 
ya3o | “Long, Henry L., Esq. Travellers’ Club, 3. W. ; and Hampton-lodye, Farnham, 
Surrey. 
"Long, W. Beeston, Exq. 


1855 | Longden, Morrell D., Esq. 4, Eanixmore-place, Hyde-park, 8. W. 

1847 | trqoLongman, Thos, Exy, J'afernoster-roew, F.C. + and 8, Sussex-0g., Hijde-part, W. 

1858 Longman, William, Esq, 36, Hyde-park-square, W, 

1861 Lonsdale, Arthur Pemberton, Esq. 

1860 Looker, William Robert, Esq. felbourne, Australia; care of Mr. AshAurst, 
16, Bishopagate-street-within, B.C, 

18651 Lorimer, George B,, Esq. 

18463 Lovell, Capt. 6, Grancille-park-villas, Biactheats, 5_F. 

1855 Lovett, Phillips Cosby, Esq, Liacombe-ho., Jascombe, Leighton Bursard, Bucks, 

1861 Low, Robert, Esq. 17, Wobura-sqware, W.C. 


_ Low, & F., Esq. 55, Parliament-aireet, &, W. 


1858 | Lowden, Rev, George Rouse, 12, Leinster-gdns., Myde-park, W.; ond Uriridge, 
1859 | 1150Lowe, Capt. W. Drury. Myria, Bettes-y-Coed, Llanrwst, North Wales, 
1363 | Lowndes, E. C., Esq. . 84, Eaton-place, 3. W. 


1830 Lowry, Joseph Wilaon, Esq. 45, Hobert-street, Hampetead-road, N. W. 

Loyd, Col. W. K. Union Chub, 8. W. 

1804 Lucas, Samuel, Esq, 6, Cort-atreet, Portman-square, W. 

1460 Luke, William, Esq., Bengal Civil Service. 95, Jncerness-terr., Myde-park, W, 
1860 Lumaten, Rev. Robert Comyn, A. Cheadle, Afanchester, | 

1250 Lush, Robert, Esq, @.c. Bulmoral-howse, Arenue-road, Rezent'park, N.W. 
13830 *Lyell, Sir Charles, M.4,, LL.D, FILS. Sd, MHariey-street, Cavendish-square, W. 
1837 *Lynch, Capt. H, Blosse, L¥., 0.8., F145, Atieneun Club, 5. W. 

1891 | rréo*Lynch, Thomas Kerr, Esq. 31, Cleveland-syucre, Wyde-park, W', 


1858 | Lyne, Franels, Esq. 

1962 Lyon, David, Esq. 31, South-street, Park-lane, W. " 
qg62|  *Macarthur, Major-Gen. Sir Edward, ®.0.8, 27, Prince's-gardens, W. = * 

1865 Machraire, James, Esq, Broadmeadows, Berwich-on- Tweed, 

1862 | 


Macdonald, Chessborongh C., Esq. 52, Beleizre-park, Hampstead, NW. 


7863) | Macdonald, Duncan George Forbes, Esq.,c.e, 15, Royal Exchange, E.C. 
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1843 |  Macdonnell, Sir Richard Graves, c.0,, Inte Governor of S. Australia, $6, Win- 
chester-sireet, &. W. 
1858 MacDougall; Alex, H., Esq. 44, Parliament-street, Westminster, 5. W. 
1863 Macfirlan, George, Esq. Christ-church, Canterbury, New Zealand, 
1865 | r17oMactarlane, John G., Esq. Clydde-rilla, Anerley-Aill, Upper Norwood. 
1865 Macfie, Rev, M, Colonial Missionary Society, Blompeld-street, Finsbury ; crud 
Victoria, Funoowrer Jsicend, 
1961 MnacGeorge, Colonel, Bengal Army, 18, Cleveland-square, W. 
1856 Macgregor, Alexander, Esq. Sec. tothe West India Committee Kooma, Walbrook- 
house, Walbroot, B.C. 
1839 Macintosh, Lieut,~General Alex, Fisher, un, 7, Tilney-street, Park-lane, W. 
1861| Mackintosh, Alexander Brodie, Esq. Oriental Club, W.; and Diowon, Scotland. 
1845) Macintyre, Patrick, Esq. V8.4, Of, Assoc. Inst, Act, 9, Chapel-street, 
| Stratford-on-Avon, 
1859 Mackay, Rev, Alexander, a.m. Riynie, Aberdeenshire, 
1860 Mackay, Thomas Miller, Esq. 24, Leiaster-gardens, Bayneater, W. 
1859 |  ©Mackean, Thos. W. L., Esq. 24, Oxford-square, Hyde-park, W. 
1862 | rrfoMackenzie, Colin J. Esq. Windham Clud, 8. W. 
1845 | Mackenzie, Right Hon, Holt, rnas, Athenawm Club, 8, W.; and 28, Wimpole 
atreet, W. 
1861 Mackenzie, Sir James J. Randall, Bart. Jrevellers' Club, 8.W.; and Seatwell, 
Roschauyh, Munlochy, W.8. 
1860 *Mackenzie, James T., Eeq. 69, Lombard-street, F.C. 
1863 | Mackenzie, John H., Esq. Wallington, Carshalton, Surrey. 
. 1864 *Mackeson, Edwant, Esq. 50, Lincoln's-inn-fields, W.C. 
1830 | Mackillop, James, Esq., F045, 30, (Frosvenor-aquare, W. 
1862 Muckinly, D. Esq. Oriental Cho, W. 
184 Mackinnon, C. D,, Esq. Care of Mess. J. Clinch and Sons, 31, Abelurch- 
lane, E.C, 
1361 Mackinnon, Lachlan, Esq. Reform Club, S. WV.; and Bittacy-Aowse, AfiTL-Aill, NW. 


1855 | rrgoMackinnon, Wm, Alez., Esq,, M.P., FNS. 4, Hyde-park-place, W. 


1860 Mackirdy, Lt.-Col. Elliot, 69th Rgt, U.S. Club, S.W.; and Tonghoo, Dirmal. 
1860 Maclean, William Crighton, Esq., ¥.0.4., 5, Camperdoon-ter., (rreat Farmouth. 
1858 Maclear, Sir Thomas, Astronomer Royal, Cape of Good ffope, 
1859 Macleay, George, Esq. Athencrum Club, &.W. > and Sidaey. 
1855 Maclure, Andrew, Esq. Moclure, Macdonald, and Macgregor, 37, Walbrook, B.C. 
1861) = Mfaclure, John William, Esq. 2, Bond-street, Manchester. 
1860 Macmillan, Alex., Esq. 23, Menrietia-st., Coveat-garden, W.C. 
1865 Mackmurdo, G, W., Esq. 7, New Broad-street, £.C. 
1855| = Macnab, John, Esq, Stead's-place, Leith-ratk, Edinburgh, 
1856 200°Macpherson, Duncan, Esq,, M.D, Inspector-General of Hospitals, 
1861) Macpherson, William, Esq. 6, Stansope-strect, Hyde-park-gardens, W. 
1845 Macqueen, James, Esq,, K.0,, Tower and Sword of Portugal, 4, Alma-terrace, 
| ffanmerenits, W. 
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Flortions. 
1804 Macme, Colin W., Esq, Oriental Club, Manover-aquere, W 
1863 McArthur, Alex., aq. Raleigh-Aall, Bricton-rise, Brirton, 8, 
1860 | McClintock, Capt, Sir Francis Leopold, nw. United Service Club, SV, 
1861 | "McConnell, W. EK. Esq.) Barrister-at-Law, 12, Ning's-bench-walh, EC. ; and 
Charleville, Belfast, 
1882 MeCosh, John, Esq., ¥.p, Junior Dnited Service Club, &. W. 
1865 McDonald, James, Eeq. Griental Club, Hanover-aquare, W. 
1865 McEuen, D. P., Esq. 24, Pembrictye-square, Rayneater, W. 
1865 | 1atoMecEwan, James, Esq. Addiscombe-lodye, St, James’s-road, ewe, &. 
igi9 McGrath, John C., Esq. Beform Cheb, 5. W. 
1a McGregor, Duncan, Esq. Board of Trade, 3 S.W.; and Athena Club, 5. W, 
1858 | McKerrell, Robert, Esq, 45, /neerness-ferrace, W.; and Mawritiva, 
1855 | ®M*Clure, Captain Sir Robert J, le M,, nx, 2.8. * Awrara,’ 
1862 M'Dongall, Geo. Fred., Esq., mx. Hydrographic Ojfice, Admiralty, 5.W. ; and 
Si, Oxforderoad, Kilburn, N.W. 
183 | M‘Leod, J. Lyons, Esq., late Const! for Mozambique. 
1852 M'Leod, Walter, Esq. Mead Master of the Royal Military Asyfum, Chee, 3. W. 
1830 M‘Neil, The Right Hon, Sir John, o.c.0, Granton, near Ediniurgh, 
1961 *Maguire, Capt. Rochfort, nx. United Service Cheb, 5.W. 
1853 [sine wee apc Ashhurst, Esq., ¥.0.8, Athencum Club, 3. W.7 152, Alhany-street, 
Regent's-park, N,W.; and Hedingham-castle, Essex, 
1845 ®Major, Richard Henry, Esq. Jritish Museum, W.C. 
1858 Malby, John Walter, Esq, 15, Richmond-villas, Secen-sisters’-ril., Holloway, N. 
1833. *Malby, Thomas, Esq. 2, Park-cillag, Seren-naters'-road, Holloway, N, 
1552 ®Malcolm, Capt. Edward Donald, nu. Chatham, 
1863 Malcolm, Jas, Esq. 22, Prince’s-gate, Knijhtebridge, W. 
1843 ®Malcolm, W. E., Esq. Durnfoot, Lanyholne, weer Carlisle, 
1553 | Mallet, Charles, Esq. Audit (fice, W.C,; and Belmont, Hampstead, NW. 
1836 * Manchester, James Prince Lee, Bishop of, Fultiay See, Athenmwn Club, 5.W.; 
” and Sedgley-Aail, Manchester. 
180 *Mangles, Capt, James, E.X., F.25, Fairfield, near Exeter, 
1860 | 1230Mann, James Alexander, Esq., M.R.A.5, Kensington-palace, W, 
1Sh6 Manning, Frederick, Esq. Syron-lodye, Leamington; and 8, Dover-sirect, W. 
1944 | “Mansell, Commander A, L. AMS. * Hydra; care of the Hydrographic 
Gifice, Admiralty, 5.1, 
1859 Mantell, Win. Walter, Esq. 
1aso Marett, Charles, Esq., M.A., Barrister-at-Law. 55, Chancery-lme, Wo. 
18d) Mariette, Prof. Alphonse, M.A. 27, St. Stephen’s-square, Boymeater, W, 
1830 *Marjoribanks, Edward, Esq. 34, Wimpole-street, W. * 
1854 Markham, Clements RL, Esq. Jndia Ojfice, S.W.; and 21, Ecoleaton-og., 3. WV, 
1857 Marlborough, George, Duke of. Blenheim, Woodstock. 
1sG4 Marsden, Rev. J. H. Great Gadley, near Harwich, Esser, 
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r240Marsh, Matthew Henry, Esq., MF. Oxford and Cambridye Club, SW; onal 
41, Rutlind-gate, 5. W. 
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1862 Marshall, Capt. J. G. Don. 46, Gloucester-square, Myde-parl, W. 

1854 Marshall, Jas, Garth, Esq. HMecdingley, ur. Leeds; and Mont Coniston, Ambleside. 

1862 Marshall, William, Esq. Oxford and Cambridge Club, 5, W, 

1859 *Marsham, the Hon, Robert, Tie Mote, Maidstone, Kent. 

1857| ~ Marshman, J. ¢C., Esq. 7, Xensingfon-palace-gorde, W. 

1857 Martin, Francis P. B., Esq. 

1861 Martin, Henry, Esq. Susser-louse, Highbury-new-park, N, 

1860 *Martin, Richard Biddulph, Esq. 21, Eaton-square, 5. W. 

1882 | Martin, Thomas, Esq, 5, Compfon-ferrace, J. 

1865 | r2g0Masarvon, Wm. R., Esq. 1, Gray's-inn-aquare, W.C. 

1845 Pacpaneera Sir pole Bart, M. oie Frm, 13, Cleveland-ror, &.W.; anal 

1852 Mathieson, Tiswed Ewing, Esq. 77, ined ered) E.C.; and 16, Queen's- 
gardens, Bayneater, W. 

1837 *Manghan, Captain P,, Indian Navy, P.n.As. Roseneati Manse, Helensburgh. 

1855 May, Daniel John, Esq., 8. Cape of Good Hope. Care of Case and Loudensack. 

1858 Mayer, Joseph, Esq., Fa. 68, Lord-street, Liverpool, 

1861 Mayers, William 5, F., Esq., Interpreter to H.M. Consulate. Shanghai, 

1862 Mayne, Captain Richard Charles, nox, JMS. * Eclipse ;" and 80, Chester 
apuare, 5. W. 

1858 Mayo, Capt. John Pole, ‘Army and Nery Club, 3. W. 

1863|~ Meade, the Hon, Kotert Henry, Foreim Ojice, &.W.; and 3, Belgrave- 

| square, 5. W 

1562 | 1260°Medlyeett, Lieut. Mervyn B., a8. Care of Mesare, Woodhead, 

1860 *Meinertzhagen,*Dantel, Esq, 10, Woorgate-street, E.C.; and 28, Devonshire- 
place, Portland-place, W. 

1865 Meller, Charles James, Esq., M.D. 43, Queen Anme-sireet, Comendich-square, W. 

184 Melvill, Col, Sir Peter Melvill, Mil, Sec, to the Bombay Goy, 27, Palaeira- 
square, Brighton. 

1838 Melvrill, Philip, Esq., F.tas. 2thypiome, Loatwithiel, Cormeall, 
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18553 | Robinson, Albert, Esq. c.e. 35, Great George-street, Westminster, 5. W. 

1860 | 1§4oRobinson, Benjamin Coulson, Esq. 8, Aing's-bench-walk, Temple, E.¢.j and 
| |, Meckleniurg-nyuare, W.C. 
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* Rose, Wm, A. Esq. Alderman, 63, Upper Thames-street, E.G. 3) and 
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Eacistens, Iystrrercs of Crvin 
Ermso.ogicas Socruery 

Fornias Orrice, Linkany oF 
GrotocicaL Socurrr 

Gro.oar, Moseom or Pracrican 
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Ixxvi Award of the Royal Premiums. P 


NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS TO WHOM THE ROYAL PREMIUMS ait 
HAVE BEEN AWARDED, 
7 ~“ 


1831.—Mr. Rictann Laxpen, for the patra of the course of the River 
Niger or Qoorra, and its outlet in the Gulf of Benin. 
1832,—Mr. Joux Biscox, for the discovery of the land now named Enderby 
Land" and Graham Land,” in the Antarctic Ocean, 
1833,—Captain Sir Jous Hoss, x.x., for discovery in the Arctic Regions of 
America, 
1834.—Sir Avexasxper Buses, for the navigation of the River Indus, and a 
journey by Balkh and Bokhara, across Central Asia, s 
1835,—Captain Sir Groner Back, n.n., for the discovery of the Great Fish : 
River, and its navigation to the sea on the Arctic Coast of America, 
1836.—Captain Ronext FirzRor, n.x., for the survey of the shores of Pata- 
gonia, Chile, and Peru, in South America, 
1837,—Colonel Corsxrr, w.a., for the ral conduct of the “‘ Euphrates 
Expedition” in 1835-6, and for accessions to the geography of 
Syria, Mesopotamia, and the Delta of Susiana, 
1838.—Mr. Tuomas Sirsoy—Founder's Medal—for the discovery and 
tracing, in 1837 and 1838, of about 300 miles of the Arctie shorvs + 
of America. | hh 
— Dr. Epwann Rérreci—Puatron’s Medal—for his travels and re- 
searches in Nubia, Kordofin, Arabia, and Abyssinia, 
1839.—Col. H. C. Rawnixsowx, £.1.c.—Founder’s Medal—for his travels 
and researches in Susiana and Persian Kurdistén, and for the light 
thrown by him on the comparative geography of Western Asia, 
—Sir R. H. Scuommvurax—Putron's Medal —for his travels and re. 
searches during the years 1835-9 in the colony of British Guayana, 
| and in the adjacent parts of South America, 
~ 1840.—Lieut. Rares, 2.x,—Founder’s Medal—for the publication of hj 
— on * Navigation and Nautical Astronomy," ee sk 
Lieut, Joux Woon, 1.5.—Patron's Medal—for his survey of the Indus, 
amd re«liscovery of the source of the River Oxus, + 
1841.—Captain Sir J Ames Crank Ross, n.§.— Founder's Medal —for his dis. 
coveries in the Antarctic Ocean. 
——— Rev. Dr. E. Romixsos, of New York—Patron’s Medal—for his work 
entitled ‘ Biblical Researches in Palestine," 
ars riba Joux Erae—Founder’s Medal—for his explorations in 
ustralia, ) 
com - Lieut. J. F., A. Symoxns, 2.#,—Patron's Moedal—for his 
Palestine, and levels across the country to the Dead Sea, 
1843.—Mr. W. J. Hasiros—Founder's Medal—for his researches in Asig 








survey in 


Minor, 
i —— Prof. Avorrn Eawax—Patron's Medal—for his extensive peogra- 
1844.—Dr. Bxxx— Founder's Medal—for his extensive explorations in 
Pie asinin, “ . 
——WM. Cnantes Rirrer—Patron's Medal—for his ; portant geogra- 
a phical works. . ae as 
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1845.—Coont P. E. oe Steze.eckt—Founder’s Medal—for his explorations 
and discoveries in the South-Eastern portion of Australia, and in Van 
Diemen's Land, 

——— Professor A. Tu, Mippxsnonrr—Patron’s Medal—for his extensive 
explorations and discoveries in Northern and Eastern Siberia. 

1346.—Captain Cuantes Srvrt—Founder’s Medal—for his various and 
extensive explorations in Australia, 

— Dr. Lupwie Letcunanpt—Patron's Medal—for a journey performed 
from Moreton Bay to Port Essington. 


1847.—Sir Jawes Bxooxe, Rajah of Sariwak and Governor of Labuan— 
Founder's Medal—for his expedition to Borneo. 
—— Captain Corgces Witxes, v.s.x.—Patron’s Medal—for his Voyage 
af Diseovery in the 8. Hemisphere and in the Antarctic Regions, in 
the years 1838-42. 
1848,—Avstex H. Lavann, Esq., p.c.u., w.P.—Founder's Medal—for his 
contributions to Asiatic poography, researches in Mesopotamia, and 
discoveries of the remains of Nineveh. 
—— Baron Cu. Hicer—Patron’s Medal—for hie explorations of Cash. 
mere and surrounding countries, communicated in his work entitled 
* Kashmir und das Reich der Siek.’ 
1849,—Col. Joux Cu. Freaoxt—Patron’s Medal—for his successful explo- 
rations of the Rocky Mountains and California; and for his numerous 
Discoveries and Astronomical Observations, 
The Rev. Davin Livixestoxe, of Kolobeng—a Chronometer Watch 
—for his successful explorations of South Africa, 
1850,—Dr. Games Wau, of Finland—25 Guineas—for his Travels in 
Arabia. 
Mr. Tuomas Baoxsee—25 Guineas—for his Explorations in the 
Middle Island of New Zealand. 
1851.—Dr. Joux Ras—Founder’s Medal—for his Survey of Boothia and of 
the Coasts of Wollaston and Victoria Lands, 
Captain Heyer Staacucy—Patron’s Medal—for his Surveys in 
W estern ‘Tibet. 
1852.—Mr. Fraancrs Gavrtos—Founder’s Medal—for his Explorations in 
Southern Africa, 
Commander E. A, Isorerin.y, x.x,—Patron's Medal—for his Survey 
of the Coasts of Baffin Bay, Smith and Lancaster Sounds, 
1853.—Rear-Admiral Wiittam Lexar Savtu—Founder’s Medal—for his 
valouble Surveys in the Mediterranean. 
Captain Roneat J. M. M‘Cuonz, #.x.—Patron’s Medal—for his 
discovery of the North-West Passage. 
1854.—The Rev. Davin Livixestoxe, M.D., ete.—Patron’s Medal—for his 
Scientific Explorations in Central Africa, 
Mr. Cuanues J, Axpenssos—a Set of Surveying Instraments—for his. 
Travels in South-Western Africa, 
3855.—Entsua Kext Kase, w.p.—Founder’s Medal—for his discoveries in 
the Polar Regions. 
—— Herein Bantu, Phil. Dr.—Patron's Medal—for his Explorations- 
in Central Africa, 
1855,—Corporal J. F. Cuvacn, of the Royal Engineers—a Watch and Chain 
—for his scientific observations while attached to the Mission in 
Central Africa, 
1856,.—Mr, Avoustes C. Garcorr—Founder’s Medal—for his Explorations 
in Western and Northern Australia, 
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~ 1856.—Lieut.-Col, Axprew Scotr Waven, Bengal Engineers—Patron's 


Medal—for the Great Trigonometrical Survey of India, 

1857,—Captain Ricnann Conxsox, 2.x.—Founder's Medal—for his Dis- 
coveries in the Arctic Regions, 

—— Prof. Avex. Datuas Bacwe, Superintendent U. 8, Coast Surrey— 
Patron's Medal—for his extensive Surveys of America, 

1858.—Captain Ricnanp F. Bueros—Founder’s Medal—for his Explorations 
in Eastern Central Africa. 

—— Captin Jom Pauimren—Patron'’s Medal—for his Explorations in British 
North America and the Rocky Mountains, 

Mr. Jom: Macvouars Srvant—a Gold Wateh—for his Discoveries in 

South and Central Australia, 

1859.—Lady FPrasxtis—Founder's Medal—in commemoration of the dis- 

coveries of Sir J. Franklin, 





—— Captain Sir F, Leoror McCisstocx, n.x.—Patron's Medal—for his 


Discoveries in the Arctic Regions, 

1860,—Captain Jons Haxsxisa Srexe—Founder’s Meidal—for the Discovery 
of the Great Lake Victoria Nyanza, Eastern Africa, &e, 

—— Mr. Jous Macnou aus, Stuant—Patron’s Medal—for his Explorations 
in the Interior of Austrulin, 

1861,—Mr, Roneer O' Hana Burke—Founder’s Medal—for his Explorations 
in Anstralia, 

—— Captain Tomas Braxrstos—Patron’s Medal—for his Survey of the 
River Yang-teze-k ing. 

—— Mr. Jon Ras Gold Watch—for his meritorious conduct while 
attached to the Expedition under Mr. BR, (Hara Burke, 

1862—Mr. Frank T. Greconry—Founder's Medal—for his Ex plorations in 
Western Australia. 

——— Mr. Joux Aunowsarrn—Patron's Modal—for the very important ser- 
vices he has rendered to Geographical Science. 

—— Mr. Winssam Laxpsnogoveu—a Gold Watch—for socecsstul Fxplo- 
rations in Australias, . 

—— Mr. jour M'Kixtar—a Gold Watch—for successful Explorations in 
Australia. . 

——— Mr. Farprrice Waterr—a Gold Watch—for successful Explorations 
in Australia, 

1863,—Captain J. A, Grast—Patron'’s Medal—for his Journey from Zanzi- 
oe oe “ogaoat Equatorial Africa to Egypt, in company with 

ptain 

—— Baroy C', aie ber Deckes—Founder’s Medal—for his two Geo- 
graphical Surveys of the lofty Mountains of Kilima-njaro, 

——— Rev. W. Girroap Paroraye—the sum of 25 (ruineas—for the porchase 
of a Chronometer or other Testimonial, for his adventurous Journey in 
and meross Arabia, 

1864.—Captain F. G. Moxtcomenmm, ne.— Founder's Medal—for his Trigono- 

metrical Survey of North-West India, 

—— Mr. 8. W. Baxea—Patron’s Medal—for his relief of Capts. Spoke and 
raat and his endeavour to complete the discoveries of those 
travelers. 

—_ Dr. A. Vimniny—the sum of 40 Pounds—for his Travels in Central 
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ACCESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY, 
From Ist JUNE, 1864, to lst MAY, 1865. 


Tities of Books, Donors. 
Abstracts of Meteorological Observations made at the Magnetical Observatory, 
Toronto. 4to. Toronto, 1864, Maawsetic Onsenvaronr, Tonoxto. 


Address of H. E. Jobn A, Andrew to the Legislature of Massachneetts. 
The Ponwisnens. 
Arranos, D. C.—Notizie Istoriche della Citth di Rizzio, di Lombardia, data 


alla Ince. 4to. Padova, 1755. By Poncuase. 
ete G. B.—Mathematical Tracts on the Lanar and Planetary Theories, 8vo. 
B42, By Porcwase. 

reat G. B.—A Treatise on Trigonometry, Svo. 1855. By Poncasr. 


Atexanpber, Col. Sir J. E.—Notes on the Maories of New Zealand, Svo, 1864, 
The Acrnor, 
Annales Hydrographiques. To date. Svo. Paris, 1864, 
Derr pes Cantes pr ta Manrxr. 
Army of Great Britain: 1864-5. Svo. 1864. 
Torocraratcat Departwext, Wan Orrice. 


Bacnr.—Report of the Superintendent of the U.S. Coast Survey for 1861. to. 


1S61. Prof. A. D. Bacue. 
Battie, M.—First Impressions of a Tour on the Continent. 8vo. 1819. 
| ty Poserase. 
Batxes, T.—Explorations in South-Western Africa, Svo. 1864. 
The Ponuistrens, 
Bannow, Sir J.—The Life of George, Lord Anson. &vo, 1864. 
J. Bannow, Feq. 
Bannow, Sir J—Antobiographical Memoir of; with Reflections, &c., from early 
life to advanced age. Svo, 1864. J. Banzow, Esq. 
Bannow, J.—Cook’s Voyages of Discovery. Svo. Edinburgh, 1860, 
The Attion, 


Bayonne ; Instruction pour aller chercher la Barre de, No, 365, Svo. Paris, 
1863. Divir pes Canres pe La Manis. 
Betcurs, Sir E.—A Treatise on Nautical Surveying. Svo, 1835. By Poncnasr. 
Bexcurr, G.—La Republica di Venezia ela Persia, Svo. Torino, 1865. 
Commr. C, Neon, 
Bericht iiber die Erhebungen der Wasserversorgungs-Commission des Gemeind 
rathes der Stadt Wien. 4to. Wien, 1864. Sir R. 1, Muncutson, x.c. 4 
Boux, H.—The Bibliographer’s Manual of English Literature, 12mo, 1865, 
The Atraon. 
Bornrxo, L, E.—Notices on the Life and Writings of Carl Rafn. 8vo, 
Copenhagen, 1864. MADAME = 


Ixxx Aceessions to the Library 


Titles of Books, Donors. 
Bovussincavir,—Vinges Cientificos d los Andes Ecuatoriales, 8vo, Paris, 1949. 
ie 'y PoRcuase, 


Batper, M.—ERapport sur une Nonvelle Route doubler le ) p de Bonne 
Espérance de l'Est i Ouest, sSvo. Paris, 1863. = 

| Dérit pes Canres pe La Manrne, 
Barnacer, B. J.—Elements of Plain Astronomy, vo. Dublin, 1945, 

By Poncmase, 


Barpoxe, P.—A Tour through Sicily and Malta. Sve. 1844, -Puncuasen. 

Buanwoon, J—Tables of the Sun's time-bearing or Azimuth from Sunrise to 

Sunset. 4to. 1864, The Apaima.trr. 
Bountox, Capt. R, F.—A Mission to the King of Dahomey, vo, 1864, 

The Avurnon, 

Buatow, Capt. R. F.—The Nile Basin. vo. 1564, The Avrion, 


Catpas, F. J. px —Semanario de la Nueva Granada. Svo, Paris, 1849. 
' Hy Poncuase, 
Carvent, F.—Contributions towards the Ancient Geography of the Troad. syo, 
1465. ; The Aurion. 
Canarxotox, R. C.—Foreign Measures and their English Values, fvo. 1864, 
The Avruon, 
Canny, J—Observations upon the Coast of Africa. 4to. 1807. By Puncwase, 
Castitto, B.D. net.—History of the Conquest of Mexico. 2-vols. Bvo. 1844. 
By Poncrase 
Castie, H. J.— neering Field Notes of Parish and Railwa: Surveying aod 
= Levelling. re 1847, 4 By PURUMASE. 
Cuamnens, G. F.—A Handbook of Descriptive and Practical Astronomy. 8¥o, 
1861. By Purcuase, 
Chine, Mer de. Route de Singapour h Saigon. S8vo, Paris, 1963, 
POT DES CARTES DE LA Mantwe, 
Creza pe Leow: the Travels of. Syo. 1864, Haxuort Soctery. 
Craner, G.—Beitrige mur Geognostischen und Physikalischen Kenntniss der 
Proving Buenos Ayres, 4to. Zurich, 1964, The Acrnor. 
Crank, Hrpz—On the Organization of the Army of India; with especial 
reference to the Hill Regions. 8vo. 18564, The Autuog, 
Coxpamixe, M. pe ta.—Journal du Me be fait par l’Ordre du Roi, a l'Equateur, 
servant d'Introduction historique & la Mesure des trois Premiers degrés do 
Méridien. Avee Supplement. 2 vols. to, Paris, 1751. By Porcnase, 
Cosvorane ond Paitisrs.—Outlines of the Geology of England and Wales. 
Bro, 1823, HU HOT KNOWN, 
Cavz, Joas De La—Mapa del America Meridional. B8yo, 1864. 
W. D. Cooney, Esq. 
D'Annapre, A.—Géoddsie d'une Partie de la Haute Ethiopie. 4to, Paris, 1sao. 


*. D. Cooney, Esq. 

Dawa. J. D.—Note on the Position of Amphibians among the Classes of Vento. 
brates. Bvo, 1864, The Aurgon. 
Dana, J. D.—On Fossil Insects from the Carboniferous Formation in Illinois, 
Bvo, 1864, The Acruon, 
Dana, J. D.—On Parallel Relations of the Classes of Vertebrates, and on some 
characteristics of the Reptilian Birds. 8vo. 1e64, The Auras 


8¥0. Philadelphia, 1864, Srhs-dnseer 
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Titles of Books, Donars, 
Daxa, J. D.—The Classification of Animals based on the principle of Cephaliza- 
tion, So. 1864, The Avrnon, 


Danpoxrav, B. Sur l'Emploi du Compas. &yo. Paris, 1863, 
Dirir pes Cartes pe La Manrne, 
De Greawpo, A.—La Transylvanie et ses Habitants, 2 vols. 8vo. Poris, 1845, 
PURCHASED, 
Der Eischen der Medewerking aan de Ontworpen Graadmetting in Midden Europa, 
4to. Amsterdam, 1864. The Pon.isnens, 
Dotces, W.—Jahresbericht am 14 Juni, 1863, dem Comité der Nicolai-Haupt. 
Bternwarte, Svo. St. Petersburg, 1863, The Action. 
Domesday Book; or, the Great Survey of England of William the Conqueror, 
a3 vole. 4to, 1864, Torocraruicat DerantMest. 
Dove, W. H.—La Loi des Tempites, Svo, Paris, 1864. M. A. re Gmas, 
Dorxe, W. T.—Report upon the Plains and Rivers of Canterbury, New Zealand, 
Folio, Christehurch, 18¢4, The AutTHor, 
Education; Report of the Committee of Council on: with Appendix, &vo, 
18h. The Com™rrrer. 
Expeditions on the Glaciers, Svo. 1864, J. Bannow, Esq. 
Farmuenoe, L.—Chapitres de Geographic sur le Nord-onest de l'Afrique. 8vo, 
St. Louis, | 464, The AuTron, 
Fenanis, C, nx, —Carte Chorographique de In Belgique. 4to, 1865, 
W. D, Coorer, Esq. 
Frnrenta, M. C.—History of Hindoostan. 4to, 1770. By Purcnase. 
Frrz-Rov, R.—Instructions Nautiques sur les Cites Occidentales d'Amérique, 8vo, 
Paris, 1863, Dior pes Cantes pe 1a Manne. 
Forrrrare, R, F.—Mittheilungen der Kaiserlich Koniglichen Geographischen 
Gesellschaft, 6to, Jnhrgang 1862. 4to, Wien, 1862, The Atruor. 
Franklin's Footsteps: a Sketch of Greenland, S8vo, 1863. 
C. R. Mankmam, Esq. 
Frome, Col— Outline of the Method of conducting a Trigonometrical Survey, 


Bro, 1862. By Poncnasr. 
Gatnaart, W.—Trigonometrical Surveying, Levelling, pod Railway Engineering. 
5¥o, 1542. dy Pomcnase, 


Gaunrartn, A, J—Manual of Mathematical Tables. 8vo, 1860. By Ponciase, 
Gatton, F.—Vacation Tourists and Notes of Travels in 1862-63. 8vo, 1864. 


The Evrror. 
Gay, C.—Historia Fisica y Politiea de Chile, Plates, 93 vols. Svo. and 3 vols, 
4to. Paris, 1854, C. R. Manwuam, Esq, 
Gazetteer of New Sonth Wales, Sra. Sydney, 1864. The Ponuisuen. 
Grrere, A.—Outlines of the Geology of the British Isles, Syo, Edinburgh, 1864, 
H. Jousxsron, Esq. 

Gonaxz, J.—Hohen-Rostimmungen in Stiermark, Svo. Graz, 1864, 

* Sir KR, 1. Munentson, g.c.n. 
Gorpos, J,—Lunar and Time Tables. 8vo, 1864, Ry Porcnase, 
Gras, A. tr.—Instructions Nautiques sur les Cites est de la Chine. &vo, 

Paris, 1863, Deérér pes CaRTes pe LA Mantne. 
Gnas, A. 1e,— Instructions Nautiques sur la Mer Raltique et le Golfe de Fin- 
e. §vo. Paris, 1864, Diteor pes Cantes pe 1a Manne, 


‘Guasst, G.—Italian Dictionary for general use. 12mo. 1864, By Poncwase. 
VOL. XXXV, a 


— 
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Ixxxii Aecessions to the Library 


Titles of Books, : Donors, 
Gaecouy.—Journal of the New Australian Exploring Expedition under Francis 
T. Gregory. 8vo. Melbourne, 1663, — . es RK. 1. Monaecmisox, xc.n. 
Haast, J.—Report on the Geological Survey of the Province of Canterbury, 
Folio. Christchurch, 1964. The Auton. 
Haast, J.—Report on the Formation of the Canterbary Plains. Folio. Christ- 
church, 1864. The AvrHon, 
Hanats, J.—A complete Collection of Voyages and Travels. Cuts, Maps, Plates. 
Folio, 1764. By Porenase. 
Haskott, D.—The Practice of Engineering Field-work applied to Land, &e, 8y¥o" 
1858, Hy Puacuase: 

Hectoa, Dr,—Report of * The New Diggings.” 40. Otago, 1862. 

Sir Kh. 1. Moncuiso0n, .c.n. 

Hetmenses, Ga. von.—Der Peipussee und die obere Narova. &vo, 1804. 
The Avrnor. 
Hetmensex, Gn. vox.—Die Geologie in Russland, §Svo. 1864, The Avrmon. 


Henopert Historiarum, &vo, Glasgow, 1818. - By Poncmase. 
Henscuet, Sir J—Physical Geography, §vo, Edinburgh, 1961. By Poacuase. 
Henscue., Sir J.—Outlines of Astronomy. Bvo. 1858, By Porcwase. 
Hexnam, H.—A copious English and Netherdutch Dictionary, &vo, Rotterdam, 

1675, By Poncuase. 
Him. 5. 5.—Travels in Peru and Mexico, 2 vols. 8vo. 15854, The AvuTwor, 
Hitt, 5. 8,—Travels in Siberia. 2 vols. vo, 1854, The Avtnon, 


Hixp, J. R.—The Illustrated London Astronomy. §vo. 1863. By Poncuase, 
Hoos, J.—On some old Maps of Africa, in which the Central Equatorial Lakes 
ore laid down nearly in their true positions, Bvo, 1864, The Aurion. 
Hocnes, W.—A Treatise on the Construction of Maps. §vo. 1864. 

The Avruoan. 

Hotrox, C.— Mathematical and Mhilosophical Dictionary. 4to, pay 
By Pourctase 
Sop Sal Francaise; 1° Supplement an Catalogue Chronologique des 


ea, &ec., qui composent I'Hydrographie Frangaise, Svo. Paris; 1863, 
Dietr pes CARTES pr La Mane. 


Tcetaxp; Letters on. Svo, 1833. By Porcuase, 
IsDta SeLecrioss; selections from the Records of the several Governments of 

India. To date. The Ixpia Orrice, 
Inwas, Rev, J.—Nautical Tables. Svo, 1864, By Porcmase. 
Inaax, J.—Navigation and Nautical Astronomy, for the use of British Seamen. 

Byo, 1862. By Porcnase, 
Inaxe, H. W.—Handbook for the Stars. 8Svo. 1848, By Punciase, 


Tuoxs, W.—T'he Settler's Guide to the Cape of Good Hope. 12mo, 15a, 
‘ Doxon xor mNows, 
Jackson, B.—A Treatise on Military Surveying. 8vo. 1864. By Purcuasn, 
Jackson, KR. E.5.—The Life of William Scoresby, 8vo. 1861, The Acrnon. 
Jackson, J. R.—What to Observe; or the Traveller's Remembrancer. ive. 
1861. By Puncuass. 
Jameson, A.—A Manual of Map-making, 8vo. Dublin, 1864, By Ponenasr, 
Jouwsox, A, K.—Dictionary of Geography. Svo. 1864, The Prurisnens, 
Kexty, P,—A Practical Introduction to Spherics and Nautical Astronomy, gyn, 
1822, By Puscnase, 
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Titles of Boots, Donors, 
Kantor, N. de.—Description of Bokhara, §vo. St. Petersburg, 1843. 
The Aurion, 
Kina, P., and RB. Frrz-Rov. Instructions Nautiques sur les Cites Orientales 
de l'Amérique du Sud, vo, Paris, 1868, 
Deror pes Cartes pr 1a Manne, 
Larrenne, M.—Renseignement eur la Mer Rouge. 8vo, Paris, 1863, 
Derir pes Canres pe ra Manne. 
Leumans, A.—Reise nach Bachara ond Samarkand in den Jahren 1841-42, &vo. 
St. Petersburg, 1859, A. Hirriva, Esq. 
Lixpear, W. A.—On the Geology of the Gold-fields of Auckland, New Zealand, 
Gvo. 1862, Sir K. I. Mourcmisos, ncn, 
Lomnannixt, (.—Saggio Idrologico sul Nilo. 4to. Milan, 1864. The Avutwos. 
Loxcupcr, J, A.—Report on the Hooghly and the Mutla, §vo. 1864, 
‘ The Aurnon. 
Loomis, E—An Introdoction to Practical Astronomy. Svo. New York, 1863. 
By Porcnase. 
Lotrxen, F. H.—Geognoskische Skizxe des West Schwahischen Steinkohlen 
Gebirges. 8vo, Iserlohn, 1959, The Pavssian Govensmext, 
Lupwia, R.—Geologische Specialkarte des Grossherzogthoms Hessen, und 
der angrenzenden Landesgebiete. Svo. Darmstadt, 1564. 
GroLooicaL Socrety or Danwerapr, 
Mantony, I. pz,—Three Voyages in the Black Sea. 8vo. 1837. By Puncrase. 
Mansons, Lieut.-Général Aument pe ta,—Notice sur la Vie et les Travaux de. 
Svo, Paris, 1864. The PUntismens, 
Marrix, A. B., Esq.—A Complete Epitome of Practical Navigation. 8a. 1864. 
Hy Poacnase, 
Mantix, P.—Instructions Nautiques sur les Cétes de la Patagonie. Svo, Paris, 
1863, Dirir pes Cartes DE LA ManIxe. 
Massais, M.—Pilote de I'Tle Guernsey. 8¥o. Paris, 1963, 
Dirit pet Cartes pe ta Mane, 
McDoxyett, Sir R., o.n.—Australia: What it is, and What it may be. 12mo, 
Dublin, 1863, Sir RK, I. Momemtson, &-cn. 
McKrsav's Journal of Exploration in the Interior of Australia; and McDonall 
Stuart's Explorations across the Continent of Australia, yo, Melbourne, 
1863, Sir i. J. Monemrsox, xc n. 
McLrop, L.—Madagascar and its People. 8vo, 1863, The Acrnon, 
Memelstrome (der) in Hydrotechnischen Bezichung. Folio, Berlin, 1863. 
; The Pavesiax Govensmest, 
Merve, Dr. F. J. F.—Reise um die Erde. &vo. Leipzig, 1823, W.D. Cooney, 
Miuxen, Rev. S.—Gallery of Geography. fvo, 1864, The Acrnon. 
Mirewert, O, W.—The Orbs of Heaven, 8vo, 1856. By Poncwase. 
Mosterione, Six M.—London Commitice of Deputies of the Jews. Syvo, 1861, 
. The Mrsston, 
Monnts, H.—A Geography, principally intended for use in India. Bvo, Madras, 
1864, The Avrnon. 
Movcmez, F.—Descriptions et Instructions Nautiques sur les Cates du Brésil, 
Svo. Paris, 1864, Diror pes Canres pe LA Marine, 
Movnotr, H.—Travels in Hindoo-China, Cambodia, and Laos, 2 vols, Plates. 
Svo, 1864, J. Mummay, Esq, 
Movnavierr, N.—Voysge en Turkomanie ct h Khiva en 1819-20, 8vo. Paris, 
1823, Practiasen, 
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|xxxiv | Aecessions to the Library 


Titles of Books. Donors. 


Movssr, V. M. pr.—Description Grographique et Statistique de la Confédération 
Argentine. §vo. Pari, 1564. The Acrmon. 


—v¥ {Chatham Islands, #vo. Melbourne, 1864. 
Moce.ten, F.—Vegetation o a lias: 


Moceuien, F.—Considérations sur la Prévision des Tempites. 4to. Sr. Petersburg. 
' 1864. The Avurmon. 


Mcetoer, F.—A Record of N.W. Australian Plants, 5vo, 1564. 
Sir RK, lL. Morcwisox, KCB, 


Mouxzrxcer, W.—Ostafrikanischen Studien. 8vo. 1564, M, J. M. Zrecien. 


Navanerre, Dox Fresaxno pe.—Exemen de lo Kelacion de Lorenzo Ferrer 
Maldonado, 8vo, Madrid, 1792. Sir Woopmse Panren. 


Neont, Cristoforo.—La Grandezza Italiana, Svo. Torino, 1864. The Avrmon. 
Nesmt, A.—A Treatise on Practical Mensuration. §vo. 1864. By Poncmase. 
New Zeananp Government and the Maori War, Svo. 1864, The Poniismens, 


Nome, ——Nochrichten Gber den Zustand des Rheinstroms innerhalb des 
Prevssiechen Gebietes. Folio, Berlin, 1862. The Prosstan GovERNMENST. 


Norpexscrotp, N.—Beitrag eur Keuntniss der Schrammen in Finland. 4to, 


LRi4, The Acrnor, 
Nourn Georcra Gazette. dto. 1221. By Poncwasr. 
Nore sur quelques Détermiuations de Coordonnées Geographiques. 3 ee 

1864, en, Fox 
Oberliindische Canal, Folio, Berlin, 1861. The Paosstas GovennMeEsT. 


O.onan, T.—Memoirs of the Geological Survey of Indim. 4to. Calcutta, 1864, 
Tur Gorenxon-Greena or Ixpra, 


Outline of the Revolution in Spanish America. By a South American. &vo. 
1817. PURCHASED. 
Ocrram, J.—Handbook of Information for Emigrants to Nova Scotia. 4to. 
Halifox, 1864, The Soctery, 
Pacr, T.— Report on the System of Weaving by Compressed Air. 4to, Cam- 
bridge, 1864. The Acrnon, 
Pacet, L.—Formule Générale pour trouver In Latitnde et la Longitude par 
les Hanteurs hora du Méridien. §S¥o. Paris, 1865, 
Dirir ves Canres pe La Mane. 
Pasar, Capt. W—Journal of a Third Voyage for the Discovery of n North-West 


Passage, Plates and Charts. 4to. 1826. By Porcnasn. 
Prartea, F. A. M.—Visgem da Corveta Dom Jodo I. bh capital do Jupia, No 
anno de 1860, Evo, Lisboa, 1865, Chev. Dornat. 
Praner, A.—Note sor les Tremblements de la Terre en 1861-62, f&vo, Dijon, 
1Rb4. The AttHnon. 
Prener, A.—Docoments sur les Tremblements de In Terre, &e., ou Sepsis 
@vo. Dijon, 1665, The AuTHon 
Puorx, E.—Annunaire des Marées des Cotes de France, pour 1965, 12mo. Paris, 
1363, Dror pes CanTes DE La Manrer, 


Pot, C.—Météorologie Nautiqnue. 4to. Paris, 1864. 
Dirit pes Cartes ve ta MARINE. 


ee E.— Reise in Chile, Pero, ond anf dem Amazonenstréme, dto, Leipzig, 


W. D, Coorer, Esq. 
Poopie’ Reise in Chile, Peru, und onf dem Amaronenstrome. Atlas folio, 
pzig, 15:43. W. D, Cooney, Esq, 

Pom, J. E.—Reise im Invern ton Brasilien. Part I. only. 4to. Wien, 18:22, 
W. D. Cooner, Eq. 


of the Royal Geoyraphical Society. Ixxxv 


wpe of Hooks, Donors. 
Portiock, J, E.G ical Report of Londonderry and Parts of T- and 
# Frou 
Fermanagh, Svo, blin, 143, Toroonarmicat Deir, Wan Orrice, 


pti Relatorios do Ministro e Secretario d'Estado dos Negocios da Marinha 
ltrumar apresentados nos SessGes de 13 ¢ 23 de Janeiro, 1804. Svo. 1864. 
CHev. Durnat. 

Poucurr, Geoxce.—The Plorality of the Human Race. avo. 1864. 
Hoouw J. C. Heavan, Esq. 

Pow ies, J. D.—New Granada; its internal Resources. 8vo. 1863, 
The abn 


Raventy, H. G.—The Gospel of the Afghans, in the Afehan Lan 
se Oape fghans, e Afg = ay bce 


of the P of the National Colouial Emi . 
ST OR rocecdings a Calo ee ee si 


Ricuaups, G. H.—Pilote de I"Ile Vancouver. §vo. Paris, 1863. 
Déirir pes Canres pE La MAntNE. 


vata oe seiner Reise durch Marokko nach Tuut. 4to, 
186 Dr. A. PeTemMann. 


Saxpy, * M—Th Projection and Calculation of the Sphere, 8vo, 1861, 
B 


By Pomcwasn, 
SCHERZER, Dr. C.—Relse der Fregatte “ Novara,’ um die Erde, 4to, Wien, 
1sé4. Prof. HocusTerren, 


Scumipr.—Hydrotechnische Beschreibung des Weichselstroms, Folio. Berlin, 
1858. The Pavsstax GovennMext. 


Scuompcnon, R.—Reisen in Britisch Guiana, 3 vols, Plates. 8vo. Leipzig, 

1847. By Poncnaxn, 
Soommsnr-Jacksox, It, E.—The Life of W. Scoresby, M.a. Svo. 1861. 

. The Avrnon. 

Siums, W. H.—The Sextant and its applications. vo, 1858. By Puncmasn, 

Sruus, F, W.—A Treatise on the principal Mathematical and Drawing Instrn- 

tucits, employed by the Engineer, Architect, and Surveyor. svo, 1847, 
By Puncuase. 


Ssarrn, Capt, BR. M., and Commander Poncurn.—Diseoveries at Cyrene. Folio, 


L864, Commander Porcnen, 
Suirh, R.3.—A Manual of Topographical Drawing. 8vo. New pos 1854, 
P aM By Porcuasn. 

MYTH, , P.— the Astronome 

Meeting and Visitors ore « Royal cmon tae Hi ay ae Edintargh, 

1St4, « The Attrog. 
Savrm, Admiral W. H.—Sidereal Chromatics. 8¥o0. 1864, The Action, 
Suanes, J. P. h.—Documentos comprovatives do basquejo das possessoens Por- 


tugness no Oriente, Tomo ll], Svo. Lisboa, Curvy, Depnat. 


ie das Possessocns Portuguexes no oriente, a I, 


eee he as J. H.—What led to the Discovery of the Source of the Nile. he: 
The AurHor. 





Srix oe Pereaaee Reise in Brasilien. 4to. Minchen, dd 


W. D. Cooner, Esq. 
Srauce, R.—Notes on the Valleys of Piura and cane in Northern Pera, vo. 
1864, Ki. Markiwam, Esq., yma. dc, 


STavTizTicaL Recisren of South Australia for 1863. Folio, Adelaide, 1864. 
The Coponian Ovrice. 
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XXXVI Accesstons to the Library 
Tities of Books, Donors. 
Streaat, J. M‘D.—Explorations in South Australia, 1861-62. S8vo, 1964. 
Sir HK. 1. Muncwisox, £.c.n. 
Stuarr, J. M‘D.—Journal of, Edited by Hardman, gvo. 3 — 
‘he Pun.isweEnr. 


Sotuvax, R.—Geography generalized, on the principles of Classification, &c. 
PURCHASE, 


Svo. Dublin, 1863, Hy 
Tcumarcuer, P, pe.—Le Bosphore et Constantinople. Svo. Paris, 1864, 

. The AvrHon. 

Tipe Tances for the British and Irish Ports, To date. Svo, 1864, 
The ApMImaLtr. 
bib he ora Observations published under the care of the General Staff at St. 
Petersburg. 4to. St. Petersburg, 1964. The Russian AMBASSADOR, 
Turkey, the Present State of. 4to, 1807, By Puacast. 


Vatoer, F. T.—Africa Occidental. Vol. 1. 8vo, Lisboa, 1864. The Avrnon, 
Votemans, D. J.—Neueste Reisen durch die vereinigten Niederliinde, vo, 


Leipzig, 1783, 5. M. Daacn, Esq. 
Wakes, J. T.—Eeport of the Operations of the Great Trigofometrical Survey 
of India in 1862-63. Folio. Dehra Doon, 1863, The Avrion. 


Watkes.—Plao showing part of Walker's Homeward Track, in 1969, 
Sir i. 1. Momcamon, Kc.n. 
Watr.—Proceedings of the Public Meeting held at Freemason's Hall, on the 18th 
June, 1824, for erecting a Monument to the late James Watt. §Svo, 1864, 
5. M. Daacu, Esq, 
Wavseu, Sir A, 5.—Instructions for Topographical Surveying. 8vo. 1864, 
: The Aurion, 
Waven, Sir A. Scorr,—Report on the Survey of India. Folio. 1864. 
Weichselstrome (der) von Montanerspitze bis zur Mundung. Folio, Berlin, 1262, 
: The Paossiax Govensmenrt, 
Waewei., Wa.—Astronomy and General Physics, Svo, 1947, By Puncuasn. 
Witcocks, A.—Thoughts on the Influence of Ether in the Solar System, 4to, 
1865, Messrs. ‘Trituxen and Co, 
Witttams, J, B.—Practical Geodesy comprising Chain Surveying and the Use of 


Surveying Instruments, fvo. 85h, By Purcuase. 
oe W. 3. B.—The Measures, Weights, and Moneys of all Nations, Svo, 


; By Posomase 
Woons, J. E. T.—North Australia ; its: Physical Geography. 8vo, Adelaide, 
i364. f The Auton. 
Yates, J.—Account of a Volume containing portions of Ptolemy's Geography. 
4to, 1864. The Aurnon, 
#ieoLen, J. M.—Hypsometrie der Schweiz. Svo, Zurich, 1853. 
Sir K. L. Muncuisos, x.c.n. 
4iureL, ©. F.—Railway between the Mediterranean, the Dead Sea, and 
mascus, by way of Jerusalem. Svo. 1865. The Aveta, 


PERIODICALS. 
Titles of Books. Donors. 

Allen's Indian Mail, Pucrcnwasep, 
American Journal of Science and Arts. To date, &Svo. The Evitons, 
Artizon, To date, The Enrrons, 
Athenmom. To date. The Eprrona 
Bibliothéque Universelle et Revue Suisse. Todate, Svo. Genbve, 

The Poun.tsirkns. 
Bookseller, The. To date. The Pos.isens., 
Brazil and River Plate Mail. FPoncwtasen, 


Charch Missionary Intelligencer, The. Nos. 9 and 10, 8vo. 1864. 
The Pouiosnens, | 


Globus Ilustrirte. To date, 4to. Herlin, 1864, E. G. Ravensteix, Esq. 
Intellectual Observer, The. To date. &8vo, 1864, The Evrron. 
Malte-Hrun’s Nouvelles Annales des Voyages. The Enrron, 
Mercantile Marine Magazine. To date. The Eorron, 
Nautical Magazine. To date, PURCHASED. 


Petermann'’s Mittheilangen, Nos. 7 and & 1864. 4to. Gotha, 1864, 
M. Justus Perrues. 


Publishers’ Circular, To date, PURCHASED. 
Quarterly Review. The Puniisnen, 
Reader, The. To date. The Poors, 
Tribser's Literary Record. PunRCHASED. 
Wesleyan Missionary Notices, To date. The Puniismen, 





TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES, 


| EUROPE. 
Exo.axp— 
Anthropological Review. To date. Svo. The AsTHmoro.ocicaL Socrrty. 
Horological Journal, To date. svo. Hononocican Ixstiterion. 
. Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society of England. To date. 8vo. 
1864, The Socrery, 
Journal of the Proceedings of the Linnwan Society, Vol. 8 Nos, 99 
and 30, Svo, 1864, The Society. 
Journal of the Statistical Society of Loadon: Vol. 27. Part Ill, &ro. 
*. 1864, The Socrery. 
Journal of the Royal United Service Institution, al ig 18s4, Vol. 8, 
No. 30, Bro, 1864. e Ixerrrerton. 
Memoirs of the Royal Astronomical Society, Todate. 4to, 1964, 
The Societr. 


Philosophical ‘Transactions of the Royal Society of London. To date, 4to 
1st. The Socierr. 





Xxx Vi slecessions to the Library 


Titles of Books, Donors, 
saa rgd of the Royal Artillery Institution. To date. avo. Woolwidhi, 
The lserirurios, 


Sialic of the Royal Society. Todate. Svo. 1864. The Society. 
Proceedings of the Royal Institution, 1564, The Ixerirvrion. 
Proceedings of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 1864. The Society, 
Proceedings of the Royal Horticultural Society, To date. &vo. 


Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries, To date, Syo. 1863, 
The Socterr, 
Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society. 1864, The Socretr. 
aepart oc the British Association for the Advancement of Science, &vo, 
ASSOCLATION, 
eed Papers of the Royal Institute of British Architects: To date, 
dto. 1864 e [NSTITuTE. 


oe of the Royal Society of cee Vol. 8. Part I. Second 
The ee 


Transactions of the Royal Irish eaieaiys 1864. . "The Acxpany 
Fuaxce— 
Bulletin de la Société de Géographie. To date. &vo. Paris, 1804, 
The Society, 


Comptes Rendus de l'Académie des Sciences. To date. 4to. Paris, 1A64, 
The Acapgeny, 


Rapport Anuuel fait i ln Société d'Ethnographie. Svo. Paris, 1864, 
The Socrety. 


Reyne Maritime et Coloniale. Tome lime, san and August, 1864, 
43¢ ond 44me Livraison. 8vo. Paris, 1864 
MINISTERE DE La Maxixx ET bis CoLoniks, 


GEnwaANT— 


Zeitechrift der Deutschen Sdcreealksdinehe Gesellschaft, To date, 
évo, Leipgig, 1dé4, The Society, 


HoLitaxp— 
Jaarbock van de Koninklijke Akademie van Wet nechappen. 
Svo. Amsterdam, eo 2 lhe Piece 


Kn Je en ety seh 2 der Koninklijke Akademie van Weten- 
fo date. #vo, Amsterdam, i864, The Acanemy, 


DexMank— 


Forhandlingen og dets Medlemmerts. To date, Svo, een LBA 
SOCIETY, 


Oversigt det Rongelige danske Videnskabe Se 
Cher oon ate rnes Seliskabe, Te date, bi 


Iraty¥— 
Atti del Reale Instituto Lombardo. ‘To date, 4to, Milan, 1864, 
The Lystrrete. 
Memorie del Reale Institut, To date. 4to. Milan, 1863, 
The Lyarrrete, 
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Titles of Books, Donors, 
Porrougat-- 
Holetim e¢ Annoes do Conselho Ultramarino. To date, 4to, Lisboa, 
1563. Tue Kora. Acap. or Scuexces, Lispox, 
Historia ¢ Mémoring da Academia Real das Scienvins de Lisboa, Clase de 
Sciencias Moracs, Politicas ¢ Bellas Letiras. To date. 4tp, Lisboa, 


1863. The ACADEMY. 
Quadro Elementar das Relacdes Politicas, &e., de Portugal. To date. 
Svo, Lisboa, 1964, Acab, or Sciuexces, Lispox. 
Rossia— 
Compte oie dela Société Imperiale Géogra ue de Russie. To date, 
Byo. St. Petersburg, 1864, ae ps The Sociery, 
Swepex— 
sri at Svenska gee on Perma ne pa Hanidli To date, 4to, 
lin, 186. ad The Acapemy. 
ASIA, 


Inpla— 
omer? of the Royal Asiatic Soviety of Bengal. To date. BNR Colonie, 


sae Journal of Literature and Science. To date. 8vo, Mudras, 1864, 
The Society. 


AFRICA. 


Kevoe Africaine. To date, Svo. Alger, 1864, 
La Socuits Hisrouigve ALoEarEssE, 


AMERICA. 


Annual of the Sue of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, 
ig sabeele eT he Pana, 
Boston Journal of qa History, Vol. 7. No.4. Svwo. Boston, 1863. 
The Society. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. To date. 8vo,. nies hia, 1864, 
[xsTITUTE, 

Proceedings of the American Academy. To date. 8vo, New York, 1864, 
The Acapeny, 

Proceedings of the-American Geographical and Statistical Society of New 


York. Todate. Svo. New York, 1964, The Socuery. 
Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. To date. 
vo, Philadelphia, 1863, he ACADEMY, 


Soe rgint Contributions to Knowledge. Vol. 13. 4to. Philadelphia, 

. The [xeterere. 
Sitikerctin Miscellaneous Collections. Vol. 5. Svo. Washington, 1364, 
The Leerirere. 


Smithsonian Report, §vo, Washington, 1864, The [waty Ture. 
The Canadian Naturalist and Geologist, with proceed of Natural 
. History Society of Montreal, Todate. §Svo. Moutreal, 1864. 
The SOcrETY: 
Transactions of the Literary and Historical Society of ‘Quebec, ‘To date. 
400. Quebve, 1864. The Society. 
Mexrou— 


Boletin de la Sociedad Mexicana. To date. 4to. Mexico, 184. 
The Societr, 





ACCESSIONS TO THE MAP-ROOM. 
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ATLASES, 


Maps, Charts, fc. Donors. 
shige st aceang Neer a and Views, showing the Track of H.M.S. ‘ Centurion" 
round the ! Purcuasen. 
Atlas fiber alle Theile der Erde, in 27 Blattern, nach der Lehre Carl Ritter’s« 
- bearbeitet von J. M. Ziegler, Winterthur, 1862-4, The Avrnon, 
Atlus of Europe, 5 Sheets of do., showing part of Turkey in Europe, 

Atlas (small size) Hydrographia Galli of the Sea Coast of France, &c. 1699, 
PURCHASED, 
Rove te Lee ire Ottoman comprenant les Possessions d 0 Ia Porte, en Europe, 

et Afrique. Dressée par Noel et Vivien. Paris, 1825, 

PURCHASED, 
Atlas.—Relatorio concernente a exploracgio do Rio de & Francisco desde a 
eachoeira da Pirapéra até no Oceano Atlantico, By Henrique Guilherme 
Fernando Halfield om 1952, 1853,¢ 1854. Mio de Janciro, 1860, Seale 
1: 71,250, Tut Emrenon or Brazi, 


EUROPE, 
AusTErta— 


Hypsometrische Karte der Steiermark : bearbeitet von Theobald von 
Zollikofer und Dr, Josef Gobung, ‘With Letterpress. Gratz, 1864. 


Seale 1: 411,000, The Aurnons. 
Dexvankr— 
Die newe Grenze zwischen Danemark und Schleswig. Seale 1: 1,509,000, 
Von A. Petermann. Gotha, 1864. The Avruon. 
Fraxce— 


Curte Topographique dela France. On 258 Sheets, Seal” 1: 80,0000, 
Eeceived the following 193 Sheets, viz, :— 


1 Calais. Li Givet. 35 Verdun, 

2 cree as oo Pieux. 36 Metz. 

8 Bow berbourg. 37 Sarreguemines, 
4 Saint Omer, 18 Le lla 38 Wissembourg. 
5 Lille, 21 Montdidier, 40 Plou 

6 Montreuil. 23 Rethel, 41 Lannion, 

7 Arras, 24 Mézitres, 42 Tréguier, . 
8 Dona. 25 Longwy, 44 Contan 

9 Maubenge, 26 Sierck, 45 Falaise, 

10 St. Valery, | 37 Harneville, | 46 Bernai, 

1) Abbeville, 28 Se La, 48 Paris, 

12 Amiens, | 30 Lisienx, 49 Meaux, 

13 Cambrai. 33 Soissons, | 80 Chalons, 


I4 Rocroi. 4 Reims. 5a Commercy, 


3 Sarrebourg. 
fa Saverne, 

55 Lauterbourg. 
56 Ile d°Ouessant. 
57 Brest. 

58 Morlaix. 

69 St. Brieuc. 
60 Dinan. 

61 Avranches, 
62 Alencon, 

63 Montagne. 
65 Melun. 

66 Proving, 

67 Arcis, 

68 Vasey. 

60 Nancy. 

70 Luoeville. 
71 Strasbourg. 
72 Qoimper. 
7a Le Faouet. 
74 Napoléouville. 
75 Rennes. 

76 Laval, 

77 Mayenne. 

78 Nogent le Rotron, 
To Chateaudun. 
a3 Chanmont. 
64 Mirecourt. 
86 Colmar, 

87 Pont l'Abbé, 
88 Lorient. 

89 Vannes, 

90 Kedon, 

91 Chatena-Gontier, 
@2 La Fliche. 
63 Le Mang. 
“4 Ben 7 
o5 Orléens. > 
06 Auxerre, 

97 Tonnerre, 
98 Chatillon. 
yy Langres, 
101 Altkireh, 
102 Helle Ue, 
103 Quiberon, 
104 Savenny, 
15 Ancenis, 
104 Angers, 

107 Tours. 

18 Blois, 

109 Gien, 


Great Barrars— 





Maps, Charts, fo. 


wee recon Map of the British Isles. By Archibald Geikie. W. and A. K. 
ehnston. Edinburgh, 1864. ALEKAN 


A Design for lay' 
letter press. 


l inch = 460 feet, 





Accessions to the Map-Foom. xel 
110 Clamecy. 167 Montbrison, 
111 Avallon, 169 Belley, 
112 Dijon, 170 Lesparre. 
115 Ferrette, 171 Jonzac. 
Lig Tbe de Piller. 172 Perigueux. 
1t7 Nantes, 173 Tulle, 
118 Beauprean. 174 Mauriac, 
119 Saumur, 175 Brioude, 
120 Loehes. 176 Monistrol, 
121 Valengay. l77 St. Evienne, 
122 Bourges. 180 Bordeaux. 
123 Nevers. 181 Libourne, 
124 Chisean-Chinon. 182 Bergerac, 
125 Bennne, 183 Brives. 
128 Tle d'Yeo. 144 Aurillac, 
129 Palluau, 185 St. Flour. 
130 Nupoléon Vendée. 186 Le Puy. 
131 Bressuire. 191 La Teste-de-Bach. 
132 Chatellerault, 192 La Réole. 
133 Chateunroux. 193 Villeréal. 
134 Issoudun. 1%¢ Gounrdon. 
135 St. Pierre, 195 Figeac. 
136 Auton. 196 Mende, 
137 Chalon sur Sadne. 197 Largentiére. 
140 Les Sables. 202 Bish de St. Julien, 
l4l Foutenay. 203 Sore, 
142 Niort. 204 Griguols, 
143 Poitiers, 205 Agens. 
144 Aigurande, | 206 Cahors. 
145 Montalugon, 214 Vieox Boucan, 
146 Monlins. 215 Mont de Mursan. 
147 Charolles. 216 Montreal, 
145 Micon, 217 Leetoure. 
149 St. Claude, 218 Montauban. 
150 Ferney. 219 Albi, 
151 Tour de Chassiron. | 226 Bayonne, 
152 La Rochelle, 227 Orthes. 
153 St. Jean d"Angelly, | 229 Auch. 
li4 Confolens, 250 ‘Toulonse. 
155 Goéret. 234 St. Jean-Pied de Port, 
[56 Aubosson, 241 St. Goudens, 
157 Gannag. 242 Pamiers, 
153 Roanne, #44 Narbonne, 
160 Nantna, 245 Marseillan, 
161 Saintes. 230 Unidos, 
162 Angouléme. 251 Luz. 
163 Rochechounrt. 252 Bagudres, 
164 Limoges. 255 Pe ‘ 
165 Usgel, 256 Llecaaiet 
lé6 Clermont, 258 Céret. 
The Faexca Goveaxmest, through the Ministre 
de ln Guerre, M. Chasseloup Laubat, 
Donard, 


bes K. Jomxstron, 


; out the Portobello Estate for Building Purposes; with 


» 


xe Acvessions to the Map-Room 


Maps, Charts, fe, Donors, 
Onpxaxck Mars—l-inch scale (Kingdom)— 
England and Wales, 
Sheets 98, N.w., 8k, and Root 39,85; 105, 9.8, and aw.; and 110, x.w.) 
NE, fy and an. London and Envirous, 
Sout and — 
Sheets 10 (Hills) and 105 (Hills), 
freland— 
Sheets 12 (Hills), 13, 95, 98, 29 (Hills), and 36, 
Onpoxaxce Mars—é-inch seale (Counties }— 
England and Wales— 
Co, Northumberland, Sheets 86, 89, 96 97, 98, 109, 104, fits, 108, and 109, 


Scotland — 
Co, Berwick, Index. 
Co, Dumbarton, Sheets 1, 2, 4, 4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 18, 16, 18, 
19, 194, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 25, 26, and 28. 
CTasale Sheets 1,2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 19, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 1, 31, 32, and 37. : 
Co. Renfrew, Sheets 2 and 3, 
eer a ing 3, 20, 21, 32, 23, 24, 34, 2, 28, 29, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 
a6. : 


Oupwance Mars—2i-inch seale (Parishes)— 


Englond and Wiale— 

Cornwall, 27 sheets; Cumberland. 1008 sheets; Devonshire, 43 sheets + 
Dorsetshire, 10 sheets + Durham, 35 sheets : Essex, 107 sheets: Hamp- 
shire, 130 sheets: Isle of W ight, 190 sheets: Kent, 183 sheets: Lanes 
shire, 38 sheets: Middlesex, 65 sheets; N. oie dene lets, Leta shirts : 
Pembro 70 sheets; Staffordshire, 63 sheets - vor 4 sheets } 
Westmoreland, 223 sheets; with Area Book celia 5 


Soot hn — 
Gerwick, 11 sheets; Bate, 11 sheets: Clackmannan, 45 sheets; Dum- 
bartonshire, 2} 1 sheets : Forfarshire, S24 sheets; Kincardine, laa 
sheets; Lanarkshire, 196 sheets; Peeblesshire, 7 sheets; P Perthshire, 
538 sheets; Renfrewshire, 31 sheets ; gn pr 304 sheets; 
Stirlingshire, 427 sheets; with Area Book to each parish | 


Oxpsaxce Mars—5 and 10-feet scales (Towns)— 
England and Wales, 500 sheets. 
454 sheets, 


Soot and, 
Ireland, 380 sheets. 


Onpsaxce Mara (Miscellaneous)— 

Ancient Irish Maps, with Title, Letterpress, and Index, 34 sh 

Plan of Arthur's Sear, l sheet, = 
Map of the Cur Camp, 1 sheet. 

Principal Triangul tion of the United Kingdom, | sheet, 

rece Lines for the Construction of Maps of any part of the Wofld, 


Map of iol . tg to Tenby Lawes (hae 1 sheet, 
‘opy o relating to bs wrence Nowel Deay. 1576, sheet, 
View of the Si of Koiskille, sheet. : : 
on we FB, 
“The Onpxaner Sunver Onnce, SOUTHAMPTON, 
through Sir H. James, nx, Director, 








of the Royal Geographical Society. xeciii 


Maps, Charts, fe. , Donors, 
GrerMaxy— 


Hese— 
Karte von dem Grossherzogthume Hersen, Section Darmstadt. R. Ludwig, 


Darmstadt, Seale 1: 50,000, DanweTapT GEOGRAPHICAL Soctety. 


Pavssta— 

Karte vom Preussischen Staate, mit besonderer Berilcksichtigung der Com- 
municationen, nach amtlichen Quellen; bearbeitet und herausgegeben 
auf Anordnung Sr: Exe: des Herrn Ministers fir Handel, Gewerbe 
und Offentl: Arbeiten. On 12 sheets. Berlin, 1864, Seale 1: 600,000, 
orl inch = 9} miles, 

Presian Goceramental Mops, 

1. Post- und Eisenbahn-Karte von dem Preussischen Staate und den 
angrenzenden Lindern ; bearbettet im Cours-Burean des Koniglich 
Preussischen General Postamtes. Berlin, 1562. On 9 sheets, 

2. Special-Karte simmtlicher Telegraphen-Linien und Stationen des 
Deutsch Ocsterreichischen Telegraphen-Vereins; sowie der zur 
Annahme ond Beforderong von Depeschen autorisirten Eisenbahn 
Telegraphen Stationen, nebst Hahn Hetriebs-Linien, abgeschlosen 
ulto. Mirz, 1864, Berlin, On 6 sheets, 

4, Ueber die Reinigung und Entwasterung der Stadt Berlin; bearbeitet 
von E. Wiebe, Geheimer Baurath. Berlin, 1861. Accompanied by 
a Book, 55 Maps and Plates. 

4, Dor Elbing-Oberlindische Canal mit 3-Blatt Zeichnungen, Ernst und 
Korn, Berlin. 

G. Copy of two Descriptions of the R, Weichsel. 10 Plates. Accompanied 
by a Book, Berlin, 162. 

+. Preussens See-Atlas, Heransgegeben von dem Ministerium des Handels, 
1841. With an Atlas of Plates. On 17 sheets. 

8. Preussens See-Atios, Plates. 

9, Geologische Karte der Rheinprovinz und der Provinz Westphalen, im 
Auftrage des Konig! Ministers fiir Handel, Gewerbe und offentliche 
Arbeiten, Herrn von der Heydt, mit Benotrung der Beobachtungen 
der Konigl. sens rem und der Professoren Hecks, Girard und 
F. Roemer, nach der Gradabtheilungskarte des Ronigl. Generalstabes ; 
ausgefibrt durch Dr. H. von Decken, Kénigl, Berghauptmann. On 
45 sheets, As far as published, viz. sheets 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 5, 9, 10, 
ll, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 31, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 27, 
8, 20, 31, and 4, 

10, Geologische Karte von dem Niederschlesischen Gebirge und den 
angrenzenden Gegenden ; im Auftra e Sr. Exeellenz des Konigel. Preuss. 
Ministers fiir Handel, Gewerbe un offentliche Arbeiten, Herm von 
der Heydt, mit Benuteung der Raanchennges Koénigl. Berghanpr- 
manns, Dr. von Carnall und anderer Koniglich tgbeamten ; 
bearbeitet von E. Beyrich, G. Rose, J. Hoth, und W. Runge. Berlin. 
On 9 sheets. | 

11 Plits-Karte Steinkoblen-Gebirges bei Benthen, Gleiwitz, Myslowitz 
und Nikolai in Oberschlesien; im Auftrage Sr. Exe. des Konigl. Preuss, 

. Ministers fiir Handel, Gewerbe und iffentliche Arbeiten, Herrn von 
der Heydt, nach amtlichen Quellen und unter Leitung des Koniglichen 
Berghauptmanns, Dr. von Carnall; bearbeitet von Carl Mauve. 
Breslau, 1860, On 19 sheets. Accompanied by a Book. 

19, Filitz-Karte der Steinkoblen-Formation in Westphalen, gexeichnet 
durch H. Raub, 1856, Revidirt und vervollstindigt, 1858, Berlin, 
On 4 sheets, 

13. Karte fiber die Production, Consumtion und die Circulation der 


xciv Accessions to the Map-Room 


Afopa, Charts, fe. Donors, 
Mineralischen Brennstoffe in Preussen, wihrend des Jahres 1869. 
On 2 sheets, Accompanied by a Book. 
14. Ditto for 1860, 1s . 
His Excellency the Mixisrer For Traber, &e., at Berlin, 
: through the Prussian Consul, 
TALT— 


Carta Topografica della Provincia di Pisa, Seale | inch = 3 miles (Stat,}. 
Abborzo —_ Carta Geologica della Provincia Pisana, Scale 1 inch = 
a mal 


City of Palermo and environs. Seale 1 inch = 1} miles. 
The [rattan Muyrsrer, 
MEDITERRANEAN — 
Carte de I'fle de Chypre, dressée par M. L. de Mas Latrie, pour servir 
& l' Histoire de 'Tle de Chypre sous le Rigne des Princes de la Maison 
de Lusignan, 1862, Accompanied by a Pampblet. 
Al. L. pe Mas Larare. 


NETHERLAXDS— 
Government Map of the Netherlands. 5 sheets, viz, :— 
Sheet No. 7, Groningen, 
« 4&8, Nieuweschang, 
« ll, Heerenveen. 
» 19, Alkmaar, 
and 4 Books, . 
Sweves— 


Geological Map of Sweden. & sheets, Sveriges Geologiska Undersikning, 
vlege Ary bate nad wtford under Leduing af A. Erdmann, Stock- 
holm, 1864. Viz.:— 


¥. 

i oe ¥. 

8 LiKO iD T¥., 

Fins . Iv. © 

Axe, Expwaxs, Le Directeur en Chef de la Recherche 
Gévlogique de la Sutde, Stockholm. 


F 


Bladet Safstaholm uy. 5. 35. 
» Atpeo Vv. og, 89, 
« Kiping mr. o. #9, 
» Hellefors 1% o« 
« Lindholm o. Jl, 
oO, 
o,. 


41. 


& 


SWITZERLASD— 
Dufoor's Atlas. Sheets 13, 20, and 23. 
Uebersichts-Karte der Schweiz, Scale 1: 1,850,000, 
Four Maps to accompany two Reports, viz. :— 
1. Geologische Uebersichts-Karte der Schweiz, Scale 1 inch — 20'S miles. 
2. Mareoteniache Stationen der Schweiz. 1864, Scale 1 inch = 18-9 
ra jlem, 
3. Index to Dufour's Atlas, showing sheets coloured Geolugically, Scale 
Linch = 18°0 miles. 
4. Hypsometrische Karte der Schweiz, Seale 1 inch = 18-9 miles. 
of Professor J. M. Zreqctrr. 
Excursions-Karte des Alpen Club, A. Perenwann, Esq. 
Aveldalogies che Karte des Kantons Zirich, nach den Untersuchunce 
Dr. F. Keller. Seale 1 inch = 1°95 miles (Geo), 2 b> Sha adhe 
Professor J. M. ZIEGLER, 


of the Royal Geographical Society. xev 


Maps, Charts, fr. Donors, 
Stachelberg und Umgebung. Seale 1: 250,000, Von A. Petermann. 
Gotha, 1864, 


Karte der Todiumgebung, Seale linch =} mile, A. Perenmans, Esq. 


TURKEY In Ecrore— 
Carte der Europiischen Tiirkey nebst einem Theile von Kleinasien; in 
21 rimasiete’ cae #99, Seale 1 inch = 7-7 miles (Geo.), 
Lieut.-Col. J, WaLkea, 


ASIA. 
GENERAL— 
General-Karte von Asien. Von H. Kiepert. Geographisches Institut, 
Weimar, 1844. On 4 sheets. Scale 1: 10,000,000, The Aurion. 
ARATIA— 
Large Diagram of Arabia, Size, 14 feet by 12 feet. Porcwasep, 
Cursa— 


Railways in China, Sketch-Map to accompany the Report, &c., on Railway 
Communication into the Empire of China, By Sir Macdonald Stephen- 
son. 1864. Scale 1 inch = 33 miles. Report 55 pp. The Aurmon. 

Ixpra— 

Map of the Peninsula of India, comprising the whole of the Madras Pre- 
sidency, and Portions of the Adjacent Territories of Madras and 
Bombay. Ey Lieutenant-Colonel F. H. Scott, Mairms, 1863. On 
2 sheets, J. Warxen, Esq. 

Jamoo, Kashmir, and Adjacent Districts, surveyed between the years 1856 and 
pt ee eee os sera ape Cone ie - 5. Waugh, 

mandant Bengal neers, By Captain ontgomene 

Engineers and Assistants. On 4 sheets. Scale 1 inch = 4 miles. ; 

Sketch-Map, illustrative of Report on River Mahanoddy and its Tributaries. 
Traced fro from the original lent by C. KR. Markham, Esq., See. 


J APAX— 


Saar heres d'apres les lus récentes cartes Anglaises et Russes. Par 
A: Males Bras : " Paris, 1864, The AuTHor, 
Kogara my Asia— 
Central Sibirien, Seale 1: 6,000,000, Von A, Petermann. Gotha, 1864, 
The AcutHoa, 


Regions Semiretschinsk et Transilienne dans |'Asie Centrale, 
dn seit les dermers travaux de MM. Eémeénof, Veninkof et Golubef, 


ee d'aprés l'original russe (1561), Par V, A. Malte Brun. 

? The Avrnon. 

Russian Maps of Asia, Caspian Sea, &c. On sheets, Avex, 1s aah Esq. 
TUEEEsTAx— 

A Map of Turkestan, to illustrate the Travels of A, Vambéry in 1963, 

» Seale 1 inch = 43 miles (Geo.), E, Sraxronp, Esq., ¥.2.0.8, 


Route-Map from Bokhara to Kasali Fort, No. 1: Caria Itineraria, de Casale 
a Bucara desunta da reienti relievi bon amora. Ferd, Meazzu. 
The Avrnon, 


TURKEY tm Asta— 


Carte de la Terre Sainte, pour servir & l'etode des Saintes Ecritures, 
Par CW. M, Van de Velde. Paris, 1865, With letter- 
he AuTHoR. 


xevi Accessions to the Map-Room 


AFRICA, 


Maps, Charts, fc, Peis, 
North Gesrrat— 


Das Mittelliindische Meer und Nord Afriks. By A, Petermann. 1864. On 
2 sheets. Gotha, Justus Perthes, Scale 1: 7,000,000, The Aurmon. 
ALorrta— 
Carte Générale de l’Algérie; drese¢e an Dépit de In Guerre. Paria, 1856. 
(in 2 sheets. Seale 1: 1,600,000, 
Province d'Alger; dressée on Dépét de la Guerre. Paris, 
1852, On 2 sheets. Seale 1: 400,000, . 

: Province de Constantine; dresede an Depot de la Guerre. 

Paris, 1854, On 2 sheets, Scale, 1 400,000, 

. Province d'Oran; dressée on Deépit de la Guerre. Parle, 

1656. On 2 sheets, Scale 1 :400,000, 

Carte Générale du Sod de l’Alpérie; dresste an Burean Topperaphiee 
a Alger, par ordre de M. le Général Comte Randon, Gouverneur- 
Géneral de Algerie, Paris, 1855. On sheets. Seale 1: 800,000, 

Carte Spéciale de Ia Kabylie, comprenant le Territoire soumis & la France. 
Par M. le Général Comte Randon, Gouverneur-Général dons Ia Came 

e de 1857, Dépit de ln Guerre, Paris, 1858. On 6 sheets, 
Beale 1: 50,000. 

Carte des Parties Centrales du Sahara, indiquant Jes Relations du Sondan 
avec nos Possessions du Sénégal et I'Algérie; dresefe ay Bureau 
Topographique d'Alger. Par le Chef d'Escadron d'Etat Major Beraud. 
Depot de la Guerre. Paris, 1862, Scale, 1: 5,000) (0, 

Carte de T'Afrique sons Ia Domination des Romains; dressce an Depot de 
In Guerre, i a les travanx de M. Fr, Lacroix, par le Capitaine 
d’Etat Major Nau de Champlouis. Por ordre de 8. E. le Maréchal 
Comte Rondon, Ministre de Ia Guerre, Paris, 1864. On 2 shevts, 
Seale 122,000,000, Accompanied by a Hook. 

by the Faesca GoverxMent, throngh the 
Ministre de la Guerre, M. Chasseloup-Laubat, 





—— = 








Monrocco— 
Karte cor Uebersicht der Reisen von G. Rohlfs in Marokko, 1861-4. 3B 
A. Petermann. Gotha, 1865, Scale 171,000,000, or 1 inch = 154 
miles, A. Perenmann, Esq. 
FastTEnn— 


Original Karte der Nord-Abessinischen Grenzlande: Bogos, Mensa, Marea, 
&e.. ke, Dentschen Expedition unter v. Henglin, Kinzelbech, Mun. 
inger ond Stendner, 1861. Entworfen von A. Petermann. Scnle 
1: 600,000, of | ineh = 7°89 miles, A. Perenmany, 

Origioal Karte von Hamasen, Sarat, Adiabo, &e., in Nord-Abessinien, &c., 

. &e. Th, v. Henglin, Werner Munzinger, A. d"Abbadie, &e, Entworfen 
vou A. Peterman. Seale 1:500,000, or 1 inch = 7-89 miles. 

Sources of the Nile: Sketch of a Map of the Countries between Lake Tek 
and the Dembo River, by the Expedition under the care of Madame 
Tinne. Seale | inch =11} miles (Geo.), : 

Sources of the Nile: A Tracing of 1 Map of Conenl Petherick's Explora- 
tions in the White Nilé from Aliab to Gondokoro. 

A Manuseript Map of the Routes in Eastern Africa between Zanzibar, the 
Great Lakes and the Nile, explored and surveyed by Captain 
J. H, Speke, 1957-1863. Scale 1 degree = 4 inches, - 

The Faminy of Carrain Srexe, 


of the Royal Geographical Society. XxeVii 


Afops, Charts, do. 
Tracing of the Sources of the Nile, got from Captain pres Map, 
by Captain RK. F. Burton, Seale 1 = 190 miles in Sp 


Das Gebiet der Soar citechiid und Kenia, in Ost Afrika. 
Seale 1:1,500,000, EB. Hassenstein. Gotha, Justus Perthes, 1464, 
A. Pereamann. 


Rough Sketch of the Rovuma River. By Dr. Kirk. Scale 1 inch = 5 


miles (Geo, ), The AuTaor. 
Lake Nyassa and River Shire, copied from a MS. lent by Dr. Kirk, Seale 
1 inch = 10 miles (Geo.), Da. J. Kink 


Map of the Colony of Natal, WP agthd hae by Eee ae Grantham, se., &e. 
1861, Lithographed at the Topographical Department of the War 
Office. On 4 sheets, 

Map of the Zalu Country, compiled from information obtained by J. 
Walmsley, Esq., Government Agent, Natal, 1864, 


AMERICA, 
Ancric— 
Map of the Countries round the North Pole. By J. Arrowsmith, 1859, 
The Aurion. 
Sir John Franklin's Arctic Discoveries between Baffin Bay ond Cape 
Bathurst, combined with those of Sir Edward Parry in 1519, and the 
several Searching Expeditions; concluding with that of Sir F, L. 
MeClintock, in 1859. Constructed by J. Arrowsmith, 1800. 
The Avrion. 
Chart ng ay Ba rd of the American Arctic Expedition in search 
of Sir John Franklin; with the revised survey of the Greenland Const. 
This is the original Chart by Dr. Kane, Sir R. 1. Muncutson, x.c.m. 


sp ser ne of Part of Greenland Coast, extending from Cape York to Hakluyts 
Drawn by Kalahievooa (alias Erasmas York), partly from his 
own =i and partly from report. Adm, E. OwMayxsxey, nox. 


Usirep Statrs— 
Map sa of Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, Seale 1 inch = 65° 
miles, By the Topographical Deptt, War Office, 1864, 


A Map a the Neighbourhood of Richmond and Petersburg, V ane 
Scale Linch = | mile. Topographical Depot, War Office. 1864 
Through Sir E. Rockin | K.c.0, 


Mexi1co— 
Fzgai done tag Ethno ue du Mexique. Par V. A. Malte Brun. 
Paris, 1864 ii : The Aurion, 
CENTRAL— 


Carte de Yucatan et des Régions Voisines. Pouvant servir aux Explora- 
tions dans ce Pays. Far V. A. Malte Brun. porte 
UTHOR, 
SouTH— 
Karte der Sidlichen Provingen der Argentinischen Republik, By Dr. H. 
Burmeister. Scale | 1 inch = 254 miles (Geog). j 
Capt. J. E. Panta, 2.5, 


ee Treas Comte int Prepledades erates de In Provincia de Baenos 


el departamento t blicado con 
aatniedine del Superior Gobierno de ja Provincia, is64, Saturnino 


VOL. XXX¥, Li 





XCVIli Acessions to the Map-Room 


Mapa, Charts, ge. Donors, 
‘Salas, Mariano Moreno, German Kuhr, Pedro Benoit, Ygnacio 
Casagemas, Antonio E.Malaver, 4 sheetx only. Seale 1 inch = 5°94 
miles (Geog). Dow Satvantno Sanas, through Capt. Parish, an. 

Republic of Ecuador, showing the Area of Denouneements, Ke. Scale 
| inch = 664 miles. 

Kaart van de Kost van Guijana, van Cajenne tot Demerarij, met bijzondere 
Plans van de Rivieren Suriname, Coppename, Corantijn en Nickerie. 
Lieut. J. Vos. Amsterdam, 1845. Accompanied by a Book, 

Mr. Lownr. 

New Granada. Map of the Country between Pasto and Bogota, including 
the region of the Pitayo Chinchona, Seale 1 inch=18 miles. 

E. Wenien, Esq. 

Pern. By Paz Soldan. The Aurion. 


AUSTRALIA, 


Australia, On 2 sheets, Constructed and engraved by W. and A. K. 
Johnston, Edinburgh, 1864. "Phe AuTHons, 
Explorations in Western Australia. By C.C. Hunt. 1864. Fremantle, 

1865.. 2 copies, Seale 1 inch=12 miles (Stat.). 
Capt. Rox, mx»., Surveyor-General, 


TASMANTA, > 


Tasmania, West, Nach Charles Gould, U. A. By A. Petermann, Seale 
~ 1: 500,000 of 1 inch=79 miles. Gotha, 1865, The Aurnuor., 


NEW ZEALAND. 


New Zealand. On @ sheets, Constructed and engraved by W. and A. K. 
Johnston. Edinburgh, 1564. The Avrnons. 
The Islands of New Zealand, from the Admiralty Surveys, &e., &e. 
J. Wyld, Esq, 1864. The AuTnon, 
Map of Part of the Northern Island of New Zealand, showing the Scene of 
the Military Operations of 1863-4. Compiled at the lopographical 
Depit War Office. Col. Sir H. James, a4, Director, | 
Wan Orvice, through Sir H, James, BE, Director, 
Map of the Northern Portion of the Province of Auckland, Prepared at 


the Waste Land arbres by J. L. Toole, Chief Draughtsman, 
Scale ‘ile 

Mr. C. Danny, 1, Broad-street-building » Agent for the 

Colony of New Zealand ae 

Map of the Middle Portion of the Province of Auckland. Prepared at 

the Waste Land Department by J.L. Toole, Chief Draughtsman. Scale 





= linch=2 miles 
North Island: Entrances to Manukau Harbour. Sarves i by Com , 
Sydney, mm. 1856, arweyed-b7 Cemnnnder 
Cotontan Orrice, through the Duke of Newcastle, 
ANTARCTIC. 
; Two MS. Tracings, showing the tracks of H.M.S. ‘Terror’ and ‘Erebus,’ 


in the Antarctic Regions. Seale | inch—1 degree Eq, 
Commander J. E, Davis, a.m. 


of the Royal Geographical Society. xcix 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


Maps, Charts, de, Donors, 

Uebersicht der in Petermann's Geograph Mittheilangen, 1855 bis 1864, 
enthaltenen Karten. A, von Petermann. Gotha, 1965. 

The Aurion, 

Four Panoramic Diagrams illustrative of the Ice-bergs and Ice-barricrs, 

and of the Discoveries in the Antarctic erat under Sir J. C, 


Ross, a6, 1841, Commander J. E. Davis, 1.1. 
Australia: Two Pen-and-ink Sketches. By Zokadona, an Australian 
Native. Mrs. G. H. Poo.e, 
London : Meteorological Diagram, showing the daily Elements throughout 
the Year 1864. By C. O. F, Cator. The Avan. 


The Result of Petherick’s Observations, 1 sheet of foolseap, Computed 
by Mr. Duncan, of the Observatory, Greenwich, 
India; View of the Inlet Tower, with » portion of the principal Dam of the 
_Vehar Reservoir of the Bombay Waterworks, as it appeared prior to 
the admission of the water; with the Town and Horbour of Bombay 
in the Distance. Engineer, Henry Conybeare, Eeq., ¥.0.8,, M.1C.E. 
Sir BR. 1. Murcwisex, «.c.n. 





CHARTS. 
ADMInALTY— 
Section 1, £ 
No. 531 Loch Moidart (Scotland, West Coast), 
1167 Barry Inlet (Eogiand, West Coast), 
1607 Kiver Thames, Sheet 2, 
2385 Seotland, West Coast. Sheet 10. 
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PRESENTATION 


ROYAL AWARDS. 


Tur Founder's Gold Medal to Captain T. G. Mowroomente, for his 
great trigonometrical survey from the plains of the Panjab to the 
Karakoram Range, embracing an area of 56,000 square miles, during 
which observations were taken at upwards of 20,000 feet above the 
sea, and the height fixed of the second highest known mountain in 
the world. The Patron’s or Victoria Gold Medal to Mr. Samven W. 
Baker, for his vigorons explorations, entirely at his own cost, in the 
interior of Africa, whereby ‘he first determined the course and 
position of various affluents of the Atbara; next, for having fitted 
out at Khartum an expedition, by which he relieved Speke and 
Grant; and thirdly, for his noble endeavour to complete the dis- 
coveries of those travellers by the further exploration of Equatorial 
Africa, in which he is still engaged. 


The awards having been read, the Presipexr thus addressed the 
recipients of the Medals -— 
“Cartan MontToomente, 

“As [have for many years felt deeply interested in every effort 
to develope the physical geography of the Himalaya Mountains, so 
was | highly gratified, when, at the recommendation of your former 
able leader Sir Andrew Waugh, the Council awarded to you our 
Founder's Medal, 

“When we reflected upon the remarkable facts, that you had 
passed from the hot plains of Hindostan to the loftiest region on the 

wee of the globe, aia that there, amidst enormous glaciers, you had 
made accurate scientific observations at stations one of which was 
five thousand feet higher than the summit of Mont Blanc, we could 
not fail to applaud and reward such noble feats, displaying as they 
did the great abilities and energy with which you conducted so 
arduons a survey. 

“ Accept, then, this Medal as a testimony of the admiration with 
which the Royal Geographical Society contemplates such deeds, and 
be assured that in our body no one more truly rejoices than myself 
in seeing you thus rewarded.” 
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Captain Monrcomente replied : 


“Mr, President and Gentlemen,—I came here totally unpre- 
pared to return thanks of this great occasion, but I find it is 
required by the forms of the Society that I should do so, Therefore, 
I beg to return my sincere thanks for the great honour that has 
been done through me to the particular portion of the Trigonometrical 
Survey of which I had the honour of having the charge, At the 
same time I beg you will understand that I accept this Medal as a 
reward for the services of those who have worked with me, and who 
have undergone all the hardships. I would more especially name 
Captain Gudwin-Austen, Captain Melville, Messrs. Johnson and 
eal and many others whose names are printed in the ro ceed 
of the Trigonometrical Survey. They have one and all assisted me; 
they have gone with me through all the various difficult tasks that 
we have had to perform; they have ascended glaciers, encamped on 
. peaks, and gone through every hardship that they could possibly be 
expected to encounter, with great zeal and cheerfulness. it is 
exceedingly gratifying, I hope, to them that their services should 
have been in some way recognized by my receiving a Medal from 
this learned Society, especially chartered to decide upon Geo- 
graphical subjects, The Survey has been carried on from year to 
year. It was at first designed by Sir Andrew Waugh; the party 
was organised and it has been superintended and directed by him 
during the most arduous year in which it was in progress; and 
without his constant support and kindness we should never have 
on able to carry the work as we have done up to the bordefs of 

urdistan.” 


Next, addressing Mr. John Baker, the brother of the recipient of 
the Victoria or Patron’s Medal, the President thus spoke :— 
“Mr. Jonx Baker, 


“You have great reason to be proud of being the brother of a 
man, Who by his self-sacrificing devotion to the cause of Explora- 
tion of unknown countries, has justly obtained the Patron’s Modal 
of the Royal Geographical Society, _ 

“The author of ‘The Rifle and the Hound’ long ago gave earnest 
that the same adventurous spirit which led him in pursuit of wild 
animals into the fastnesses of India, would afterwards lead him to 
undertake grander excursions in the character of a true scientific 
explorer. 

‘* To say nothing of the discoveries of Samuel Baker on the banks 
of the affluents of the Atbara, a grand tributary of the Nilo; I never 
was more penetrated with a feeling of admiration than when I heard 
of his spontaneous exertions to fit out an expedition at Khartum, to 
meet and relieve Speke and Grant, in the belief that our envoy, 
Mr. Petherick, had encountered disasters which must prevent him 
from reaching those travellers, Still more did my estimate of the 
high qnalities of your brother rise, when I heard that after relieving 
his friends he had advanced, despite of all obstacles, into the heart 


| cvi Sir Roperice I. Murcaisox’s Address. 


of Equatorial Africa, there to work out the details of the great 
problem which Speke and Grant had in great measure solved. 

“Anxiously hoping that your brother may ere long return to 
England laden with fresh trophies, to the prospect of which I shall 
allude in the course of my coming Address, I beg to present to you 
in the mean time this our Victoria Medal as a token of our high ap- 
Preciation of the devoted and chivalrous services of Samuel Baker.” 

Mr. Baker then replied :— 

“Bir Roderick Murchison,—I beg to thank zon for the very 
flattering manner in which you have allu “1 to my brother, 
It gives me great pleasure to attend here to-day on his behalf, 
and receive this Medal which you have so kindly awarded to him, 
The only drawback to my pleasure on this occasion is that 
my brother is not here to thank you in person for the honour you 
have conferred upon him. I cannot he p feeling anxious at his 
long-continued absence, and can onl earnestly hope for his safe 
and speedy return; and whilst thanking you very much for the 
honour you have done him in presenting him with so distinguished 
a mark of your approbation, I look forward to the great pleasure it 
will afford him when I can present it to him in person,” 


After the presentation of the Royal Medals. the Prrsmest 
delivered a Testimonial, value 40k, to Dr, Anminivs Viuntny, 
addressing him in these words :— 


“M. Vinnény, 


“On the part of the Council, and in the name of the Royal 
Geographical Society, I hand to you this honorific donation, as a 
token of our aed and of the high estimation in which we hold 
your adventurous journey into Central Asia. Admiring the self- 
reliance, courage, and perseverance which enabled you to pene- 
trate from Khiva through the deserts of the Oxus, and to obtain the 
notice of the Khan of Bokbara amidst the palaces of Samarkand, 
we well saan ie ps you fetle could have made the journey had 
you not qualified yourself, by lon, reparation and study, to travel 
‘e the character and guise of holy Dervish, " 

“ But our wonder at your successful journey, when first related 
to us, was modified when we found that you possessed such a 
marked power of fascinating all those with whom you are brought 
into contact; and we now understand how the Dervish had his own 





Ta Warncaily horn tha : 

“Be ¥ Hoping that your attractive and interesting volume 
will be largely bourke by the public, all Philologists should be 
prond of the spirit which led you, as a Hungarian; to overcome 
such appalling difficulties in your desire to trace out the root of 
your own dear Magyar tongue among the natives of the East, Pray 
receive this purse as the price of so many copies of your excellent 
work." , | 
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Dr. Vimuséry replied as follows :— 


“Mr, President and Gentlemen, —When last year I had tho 
honour of addressing this Society, I could not do it as I wished, 
because I was then but a half-civilised man. Coming back from 
Tartary, and having become myself half a Tartar and Dervish for 
many years, on arriving in the wonderful metropolis of the still 
more wonderful English nation, I found I had but little know- 
ledge of the language, and was unable to express myself. But now, 
after having passed one year in England, I can say that I am a little 
more civilised, not totally, but sufficiently civilised to express my 
deepest thanks to this Society for the honour and the kindness it 
has bestowed upon me. Before all, I must acknowledge the kind- 
ness with which I was récommended by the Society im England. 
The reception and hospitality [have met with here, which | shall 
never forget, and which never could be forgotten by ay foreigner 
in England, is entirely owing to the recommendation of the Royal 
Geographical Society, 





Norr.—Mr. Petherick, lately H.M."s Vice-Consul at Khartum, who had just 
returned to England, having expressed his opinion at the last Anniversary 
Meeting, that the terms of the award of the Patron's Medal to Mr. Samiel 
Baker might seem to throw discredit on him for not having performed his 
raara. by succouring Speke and Grant, it is my duty to repeat what 
I said at the meeting, that on this point Mr, Petherick had quite misconstrued 
the meaning of the words need by the Council, 

In their award of a medal to Mr. 8. Baker, they dwelt solely on his motives 
and deeds at a time when he knew that Mr. Petherick had met with heavy 
disasters in the region to the west of the White Nile, which must, he thought, 
prevent Mr. Petherick from going southwards to the relief of the travellers, 

This, in trath, was try own conviction when I penned my Address of 1963. 
Mr. Petherick has now transmitted a letter to the President and Council, 
calling for some recognition of his services, and that subject is under the 
consi on of the Council. 


: Roperice I. Murcntsox, 
June 13th, 1865, 
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ADDRESS 


ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. 
Delivered at the Anniversary Meeting on the 22nd May, 1865, 


By Str Roperick Iwery Murcuisoys, £.c.n., 
PRESIDENT, 


a 
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GENTLEMEN, 

| In addressing a Society with whose progress T have been 
bound up since its foundation, I am naturally much gratified by 
being able to state that, having now through your kindness occupied 
the chair at eleven Anniversary Meetings, on no one of those 
occasions has it fallen to my lot to announce the existence of so 
large a number of Fellows as at present. 

Ihave also the sincerest pleasure in congratulating you on the 
very successful labours of our new officers; for I trust you are 
all as highly satisfied as the Conncil and myself with the zealous 
and most effective services of our Secretaries, Mr. Clements Mark- 
ham and Mr. Laurence Oliphant, and of our Assistant-Secretary, 
Mr. H. W. Bates. 

I have, further, great satisfaction in calling your attention to the 
almost unprecedented fact in the annals of our Society, that the 
volume of the Journal for the past year, thanks to the untiring 
efforts of the Editor, is already on your table. A catalogue of our 
library is also completed, while the classified catalorue is making 
rapid progress, 

In this Address I commence, as of old, with short sketches of 
the lives of our deceased Fellows. In the next place, after the 
_ Report of the Hydrographer on Admiralty Surveys, my chief object 
will be to lay before you the condition of geographical science 
and discovery when our Society was established, and to show 
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how greatly our countrymen, and our Associates in particular, have 
augmented the range of geographical knowledge in the thirty-five 
years which have elapsed since our labours began. On the present 
oceasion, however, I cannot attempt to condense into one Address 4 
review of such progress in all parts of the globe; but will mainly 
dwell on the knowledge of certain regions obtained in our time, 
concluding with glimpses into the vast untrodden fields which no 
scientific traveller has yet explored. 


OBITUARY. 

Fight months have elapsed since the melancholy catastrophe 
occurred, in which the celebrated explorer of Inner Africa, John 
Hanning Srexe, lost his life. On the very day of his death he had 
attended the Geographical Section of the British Association at 
Bath, over which I presided, and the grief and horror of my 
associates and myself can well be imagined when the overwhelming 
news was communicated to us. 

Having encouraged Captain Speke to return to Africa to work 
out the results of his great discovery of the vast body of water 
which he named “ Victoria Nyanza,” I rejoiced to witness the 
enthnsiasm with which he was received by admiring crowds on his 
return to us after following certain waters of the Nile from that 
great reservoir of Equatorial Africa to the mouth of the mighty 
stream. It wasalso, alas! my sad duty, in company with his faithful 
companion Grant and Dr, Livingstone, to follow poor Speke's remains 
to the burying-place of his family, at the romantic and sequestered 
village of Dowlish, in Somerset. Yet, let me assure you that in 
those rural obsequics there was that which touched my heart as 
much as if my gallant friend had won a place in Westminster 
Abbey; for crowds of the surrounding gentry and inhabitants 
were there to mourn his loss and sympathize with his bereaved 
parents; whilst his affectionate friend and companion, Grant, placed 
an immortelle upon his coffin. 

Descended from a very ancient family which from Saxon 
times has had possessions in the West of England, and some of 
whose representatives were Knights Bannerets under our early 
Kings, John Hanning Speke, ‘the second son of William and 
Georgina Elizabeth Speke, was born on the 4th May, 1827, at 
Orleigh Court, near Bideford. He was educated at Barnstaple 
Grammar School, went to India as a cadet at the age of 17, and in 
1844 obtained a commission in the 46th Regiment of Bengal Native 
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Infantry, In the war of the Punjaub he tock part in the actions of 
Ranuggur, Sadootapore, Chillianwallah, and Guzerat, After that 
arduous campaign he began to turn his thoughts to the exploration 
of Central Africa. In the mean time, however, he employed the 
intervals of leave of absence from his regiment in qualifying himself 
for geographical research by exploring the Himalayas and Thibet; 
where, besides the pursuits of natural history and obtaining many 
spoils of the chase by the use of his unerring rifle, he taught himself 
how to make astronomical observations and how to construct field 
sketch-maps, In illustration of his pursuits and occupation daring 
this period of his Indian service, his devoted companion, Grant, has 
furnished me with the following graphic sketch which evidently 
comes from the heart of that gallant soldier:—* No man in India 
was ever more esteemed for his private worth than poor Speke— 
and with just reason, for no one was more courageous, no one more 
honourable, His brother officers and friends were his staunch 
admirers, and the natives over whom he was placed in command 
attached themselves to him, and clung round him from their 
instinctive knowledge of his quiet and conciliating manners, 

“His chief passion was to make a collection of the fauna of 
India, and in this, through his perseverance, the museums of India 
and England, particularly that which was formed by his father at 
Jordans, near [Iminster, bear noble testimony of his exertions for the 
advancement of science. Blessed with enduring powers, whethor 
following the wild boar on his fleet ‘Queen Mab’ over the plains of 
India, or on foot, crossing the glaciers of the Himalayas, after the 
* Yak of Thibet,’ he it was who excelled and was the first sportsman 
of each season in those manly exercises. During his Himalayan 
wanderings he did not go there as a mere slayer, but preserved with 
care those birds and animals which fell to his gun or rifle, He also 
registered the topographical features of the country by delineating 
on charts the distances traversed, the courses of the streams, and 
the form of the mountains, as a guide to future explorers and 
sportsmen. Thos, in early life he showed a decided taste for trne 
observation and cartography. One, at least, of his early maps is in 
my possession, and he gave others to those who were most likely to 
use them well. As he took his observations in India merely with a 
watch and compass, the sketch-routes were of course rough; but as 
most of the countries had not been traversed before, his maps were 
acknowledged, by those who afterwards tested them, to contain moat 
valuable information.” 
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Having completed a collection of a large portion of the fauna 
both of the plains and hills of Upper India and Thibet (one of the 
finest collections ever made by any individual) he turned” his 
thoughts to a leas frequented tract—namely, Eastern Africa. His 
first enterprise in this direction was in 1854, when he joined 
the expedition organized by Captain Burton, associated with 


Lieutenants Herne and Stroyan, to penetrate the almost unknown * 


and perilous country of the Somali. Whilst his principal journeyed 
to Harar the capital, Speke was detached to Guray Bunder, with 
directions to explore the Wadi Nogal, and to visit the Dulbahantaa, 
the most warlike of the Somali. On their return to Berbera, the 
party were attacked in camp, in the dead of the night, by a band of 
150 men ; Lieut. Stroyan was killed, and Speke escaped almost by a 
miracle with eleven spear-wounds in his body. One of the weapons 
passed through the fleshy part of his leg, and kept him for some time 
pinned to the ground. 

Notwithstanding this, we find him, not long afterwards, and 

whilst his wounds were still green, at Constantinople, on his way to 
join the Turkish contingent in the Crimean war. The only passion, 
in fact, which was more strongly developed in him than the love of 
exploration, was that of fighting for his country. Disappointed of 
this by the conclusion of peace, before the services of the Con- 
tingent were employed, he conceived the idea of exploring Circassia 
and Central Asia, but finally gave up this to join Captaim Burton 
in a new expedition into the heart of Africa. 
_ From the commencement of this great exploration, in which such 
a large portion of Inner Africa was first made known to us, includ- 
ing the lakes Tanganyika and Victoria Nyanza, down to the day 
when we beard of his advance from the Equatorial kingdoms and 
his own vast water-basin to the mouth of the Nile, the career of 
Speke is co impressed on the minds of all who hear me that I need 
here only to mention those feats to ensure your hearty approbation 
of them. For, whilst we rightly gave him our Gold Medal for 
the discovery of the Victoria Nyanza, on his first journey with 
Burton, we were still more hearty in our applause when he issued 
triumphantly, on his second journey, with his devoted companion, 
Grant, by the mouth of the Nile. I will not here enter upon the 
vexed question of the source of the Nile, as that will be touched 
upon in the course of the Address when I speak of the desiderata 
respecting Inner Africa which remain to be worked out. 

lt is to commemorate the above-mentioned noble deeds of Speke 
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that T called upon his admirers to unite im rearing 0 monument to 
his memory, and Iam happy to my that a small sum only is now 
required to complete our object. I therefore trust that, just as his 
countrymen of the West of England presented to him pieces of 


plate to be heirlooms in his family, so Geographers will ere long * 


cause to be erected in this metropolis » monument which shall be 
an enduring testimonial of our high estimate of a daring enterprise 
of which every Englishman may be proud. 

The Duxe or Norruumnernaxn—Well might the muffled bells 
throughout the county of Northumberland, on Sunday, the 12th of 
February, excite the deepest sorrow ; for their tolling announced the 
sad tidings that Algernon, the good Duke of Northumberland, had 
breathed his last that morning. [Residing in his princely Castle of 
Alnwick, that fine old feudal seat of the Percys, which with correct 
tasto and at great expense he had just restored to its ancient style 
and enlarged, he succumbed to the severity of an attack of gout, 
_from which malady he had suffered for some years, - ~ 

Born in 1792, Lord Algernon Perey was carly intended for the 
Royal Navy, which service—after a noviciate at Eton—he entered in 
1805, He served successively in the Tribune frigate, the Fame, 74, 
and the Hydra, $8, from which last ship Captain Mundy appointed 
him to the command of a gunboat, to co-operate with the patriots 
on the south coast of Spain. His Lordship afterwards joined the 
Christian VU., bearing the flag of Sir Edward Pellew (afterwards 
Lord Exmouth), off the Scheldt. Returning to the Mediterranean 
with that celebrated commander, he served as Acting-Captain of the 
Caledonia, of 110 guns, in a partial action with the French fleet off 
Toulon in 1813; and he was present at the fall of Genoa in the 
following year. He subsequently commanded the Cossack, 22, on 
the coast of North America, when his promotion to post-rank, and 
a general peace, induced him to go upon halfpay: nor had he 
since served afloat, though he ever evinced » warm predilection for 
the profession, and by seniority became a Rear-Admiral on the 
Reserved List in 1850, Vice-Admiral in 1857, and Admiral in 
1862. 

(On resuming shore-life his Lordship was created Baron Prudhoe 
in 1816, and his enquiring mind next led him to enter with 
into the scientific pursuits of the day. In 1818 he was elected a 
Fellow of the Royal Society, and the attractions of Geography 
and Archeology prevailing with him, he joined Sir Gardiner 
Wilkinson in making extensive researches over Egypt and Syria, 
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where his investigations—especially in Biblical chronology—are 
stamped with ability and judgment ; while the British Museum, to 
which he made rich contributions, and his own museum at Alnwick 
Castle, testify to his taste and diligence as a collector of sculptures, 
coins, and other antiquities. 

Meantime Lord Prudhoe was enrolled in the Society of Anti- 
quaries and other learned bodies, and was a member of this Bociety 
from its commencement. Afterwards he became President of 
the Royal Institution of Great Britain, and of the Royal United 
Service Institution; and, lastly, he was elected a Trustee of the 
British Museum. His kindly disposition also induced him to take 
n leading part in numerous benevolent foundations; and he was 
ever ready to contribute with discriminating philanthropy—both in 
person and in purse—towards the physical and moral improvement 
of his poorer countrymen. 

In 1842, Lord Prudhoe married Lady Eleanor Grosvenor, eldest 
daughter of the Marquis of Westminster; and in 1847 he succeeded 
his brother, the third Duke, in the Perey honours and estates. On 
that occasion his first order was truly characteristic of the man— 
“ Continue,” said he, “all the pensions and other charities granted 
by my late brother.” He then commenced those improvements of his 
estates which have rendered those extensive domains so remarkable 
for the well being of his numerous tenants, With a graceful 
devotion to the duties of his position as well as the enjoyment of its 
rights, he not only provided comfortable dwellings for those who 
were connected with him, but also established schools and erected 
several new churches—three of the latter having been consecrated 
in August last. Besides the endless charities to which he subscribed, 
he supported, from professional feelings, the Seaman's Hospital 
Society, and built a capacious ‘Sailors’ Home” at North Shields. 
But among his philanthropic deeds, on which he expended altogether 
half a million of money, none were more eminently beneficial than 
the establishment of life-boats, at selected stations along the stormy 
shores of the east coast of England: thus numerous sufferers were 
rescued from death, and a generous intrepidity instilled into the 
seamen employer, 

A Conservative on principle, the Duke joined Lord Derby's 
ministry in March 1852, as First Lord of the Admiralty; becoming 
also a Privy Councillor, and a Knight of the Garter. He remained in 
the Cabinet until the dissolution of the administration in the following 
December. While at the head of that important department, he 
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supported measures for the aid and recovery of Franklin and the 
missing Arctic voyagers; and he offered to facilitate Mr, Lassell’s 
astronomical expedition to the Mediterranean. On learning from 
Admiral Smyth that the officers of the institution in Jermyn-street, 
now under my direction, were endeavouring to purchase ancient 
medals for the purpose of chemical analysis, the Duke directed an 
accumulation of 1575 abraded coins to be sent thither, saying — 
“Tam desirous to assist the Museum of Practical Geology, and its 
excellent Director, Sir Henry De la Beche." 

Indeed, his Grace was ever a munificent patron of science and 
literature, as evinced by the various books and local surveys 
brought out under his auspices. One of his first acts was to confirm 
his brother's intention of defraying the expenses of Sir John 
Herschel’s important volume on the astronomy of the Southern 
Hemisphere. He also most liberally supported Mr. Lane in the 
publication of his illustrated ‘Arabian Nights,’ and in preparing 
the volumes of the great Arabic Lexicon of that eminent scholar. 
He caused a survey to be carried on by Mr. Maclauchlan, to 
trace the Roman Wall through its wide span, and the windings 
of the Watling Street across the county—the results of which are 
contained in a folio of large plates most carefully engraven: @ pro- 
historic map of Northumberland was also in hand at the time of 
his demise. Another proof of the Duke's capacity for selecting 
qualified authors and artists is displayed in a book giving the arehi- 
tectural and pictorial details of Alnwick, Prudhoe, and Warkworth 
Castles; and he, moreover, encouraged the production of various 
essays on local subjects which were published by the Archmological 
Institute of Newcastle. He also printed a description of Roman 
family denarii in his possession, for distribution among his numismatic 
acquaintances ; and even the effusions of a Northumbrian shepherd 
poet were collected and illustrated at the Duke's desire. 

Nor ought this sketch of the life of our excellent member to 
close without mentioning that, in addition to his other sterling 
qualities, the Duke, ever attentive to the care and keeping of his 
gardens and pleasure-grounds, was most successful in the culture 
of rare exotica, ‘Thus the gorgeous Victoria Regia, discovered by our 
deceased Fellow, Sir Hobert Schomburgk, fell under his care; 
and it was in the spacious tank provided for its reception at Sion 
House, with water in motion, that this superb tropical lily first 
‘lowered in England. He also brought that most delicate tree, the 
Gercinia Mangostina, the most exquisite of Oriental fruits, to perfec- 
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tion; and its first and only mature fruit ever produced in Europe 
was presented by the late Duke to Her Majesty the Queen. 

T'o this truthful and characteristic sketch of the highly honour- 
able career of the Duke of Northumberland, from the pen of his 
old brother officer, my predecessor, Admiral Smyth, and which I 
gladly endorse in every particular, let mo offer the expression of 
my own deep sorrow for the loss of one whose friendship I had 
long enjoyed, and for whom my regard and respect were heightened 
in each succeeding year by a contemplation of his enlightened 
and benevolent actions. Sincerely, indeed, do I grieve for the 
bereavement of that noble lady who was the charm of his life, and 
the active and zealous participator in all the good works of Algernon 
Percy Duke of Northumberland. 

Dr. Hugh Favcoxer.—The Natural History Sciences have sus- 
tained a heavy loss in the death of my gifted friend, Dr, Hugh 
Falconer, Born at Forres, N.B., in 1808, and receiving his early 
instruction in that town, his education was completed in the Uni- 
versities of Aberdeen and Edinburgh. 

On his way to the East Indies, and whilst in London, the taste of 
the young medical man for Natural History subjects was developed 
by his examination of the contents of public museums. It was, 
however, after he reached Indis, and was associated with the 
celebrated botanist Dr. Royle at Suharunpore, near the Higalaya 
Mountains and the lower range of the Sewalik Hills, that he 
began (in 1832) those explorations in which, associated with 
Captain, now Sir, Proby Cautley, he collected and described those 
remarkable fossil remains, the discovery of which formed on 
epoch in geological history. It will be more especially the pro- 
vince of the Presidents of the Royal, Geological, Linnman, and 
Zoological Societies, to dwell upon the great accessions contributed 
to various sciences by Dr. Falconer. On my part it is an agree- 
able duty to impress upon you that, amidst all his other qualifica- 
tions, our deceased Associate was a sound and zealous Geographer. 
In one of his earliest expeditions in the mountains of Hindustan 
we are told that, when in want of proper instruments to measure 
altitudes, he melted broken tumblers and blew them into a tube, 
distilled mercury from cinnabar bought in the bazaar, and com- 
pleted his barometer by turning a reservoir out of boxwood from 
the adjacent hills.* 





* See an excellent sketch of the life of Dr. Falconer from the peo of Dr. C 
Murchison.—* Reader’ Journal, February 11, 1965. 9 
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During several years of arduons research he not only explored the 
wonderful fossil mammalian remains which now form one of the 
principal glories of the British Museum, but, when remote from all 
works of reference, he compared the extinct species with their 
living analogues in that region, and, together with his associate 
Cautley, brought out those remarkable memoirs and illustrations 
which procured for each of the authors the Wollaston Medal of the 
Geological Society. 

Whilst Superintendent of the Botanic Garden at Suharunpore, 
Dr. Falconer made various explorations of the higher tracts of the 
Himalaya chain, and was among the first to recommend that the 
tea-plant should be introduced into suitable parts of these moun- 
tains. In the following years—1837 and 1838—he explored, by 
order of the Government, the trans-Indus portion of the Himalaya, 
and spent a winter and spring in Cashmeer. From thence he 
crossed the mountains to Iskardo in Baltistan, traced the course of 
the Shigar, a great tributary of the Indus, to the glacier whence 
it springs, on the southern flank of the lofty Mustagh range, and 
after next examining the great glaciers of Arundu and Braldoh, 
returned to resume his duties in the plain. It was during this 
remarkable and hazardous journey that he studied closely the 
phenomena of glaciers and the flow of their moraines, as well as of 
rivers in deep valleys formed by great antecedent geological move- 
ments, which enabled him to speak to us with so much effect within 
these walls on the whole subject of glacial phenomena, and to 
oppose with force and eloquence the new theory of the excavation 
of valleys and lake basins by the grinding power of ice. Those of 
you who heard him on that occasion can never forget the impression 
which his clear language and vigorous delivery produced, and 
I believe you will all agree with me, that the occasion afforded a 
pregnant proof of the desirableness of reporting the sayings of those 
who can speak as he did at our meetings. This one speech, indeed, 
of Falconer, as happily recorded in our Proceedings, embodied such 
a troe philosophical view of the real agency of glaciers as dependent 
on geographical and atmospherical conditions, that it will often 
be appealed to ns an authority, and I naturally made great use 
of it in my last Anniversary Address when treating of Glaciers, 
Compelled to come to Europe in 1845, on account of failing health, 
he occupied his time at home in the publication of various me- 
moirs descriptive of his collection, and in 1848 he returned to 
India as successor to Dr. Wallich, the Superintendent of the Botanic 
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Garden at Calcutta; and in that office, among several Reports of 
great value, he was urgent in recommending the trial of the 
introduction of the Cinchona or Peruvian-bark plant into the 
Nilgherries and the hilly regions of Bengal, to which districts these 
plants have of late years been transported from their native habitats 
in Peru, by our Secretary, Mr. Clements R. Markham. Retiring 
from the Indian Service in 1855, he visited Syria, Constantinople, 
and the Crimea, during the siege of Sebastopol. During the last 
years of his life it was quite natural that he should have taken an 
active part in every geological and paleontological research which 
might tend to throw light on the antiquity of man; for as early as 
1833 he began to speculate on the possibility of human beings having 
been in existence when some of the gigantic extinct quadrupeds, 
whose remains he had discovered, were still living. The President 
of the Geological Society has dwelt with emphasis on his various 
reports on the age of those cavern deposits of Britain and ¢lse- 
where, in whiclht implements fabricated by man have been found 
associated with the remains of extinct animals. In the same pursuits 
Falconer spent some portion of the last autumn with his friend 
Professor Busk im exploring the bone-caves of Gibraltar. 

Although it might be thought that this subject does not come 
within the cognizance of the Geographer, yet I beg to assure my 
hearers that the geographical question of the configuration of land 
and waters past and present has much to do with the discussion of 
the great antiquity of our race, the accurate investigation of this 
subject being certain to throw light on the outlines of land and 
water which must have existed at the time when the primeval inha- 
bitants manufactured their rude stone implements. For, these relics 
are frequently found in very old alluvia high above the rivers and 
bottoms of the present valleys; thus indicating either an enormously 
long lapse of time, during which the rivers have excavated down to 
the existing level, or,as 1 believe, the occurrence in times antecedent 
to historical records of sudden upheavals of the land, probably co- 
incident with those great disturbances by which the British islands 
were separated from the Continent, and Ireland from Great Britain. 

Whilst Dr. Falconer waa foremost in the discussions which took 
place on every question pertaining to this exciting topic, and was 
ever zealous in exploring caves whether at home or abroad, and in 
distinguishing the species of extinct animals of different periods, he 
was equally alive to any question connected with the science of pure 
Geography. Thus, one of his very last letters was addressed to 
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“myself, recommending the Council of this Society to contribute a 


sum for completing the determination of the real depression of the 
Dead Sea, all the various conflicting estimates of which were 50 
accurately pointed out by him as to ensure our adoption of the project. 
In this work we had, throngh his counsel, the good fortune to lead 
the way, and the Government Grant Committee of the Royal Society 
followed us in furnishing the means for completing this most 
desirable survey. Shy 

After this brief notice of his labours in various branches of 
science, I regret to state that Dr. Falconer has given to the world 
a small portion only of that wonderful amount of knowledge 
which was stored in his capacious mind. Ever cautious, like the 
Prince of Botanists Robert Brown,* whose memory he specially 
cherished, in publishing any opinion until he was perfectly sure of 
its accuracy, Falconer has left behind him numerous diaries, notes, 
and papers, which in the hands of judicious commentators may, it is 
hoped, be made good use of in further illustration of his character. 
In the mean time I can truly say of him, that in my life I never 
met with any man who possessed keener powers of observation, and 
greater love of truth, or who was a more determined, straight- 
forward, and honest supporter of it; whilst those who knew him 
will affirm with me, that by the death of Hugh Falconer we have 
been bereft of the most genial of companions and the heartiest of 

In recollecting that I am sixteen years his senior—for I was on 
service with Sir Arthur Wellesley when Falconer was born—how 
profoundly do I lament that he was not spared to us for a few more 
years to enable him to mature and complete to his own satisfaction 
many a work of true importance to mankind. 

The Duke of Newcasrie.—By the decease of the Duke of New- 
eastlo the Society has lost a kind friend, and the country a 
meritorious and high-minded statesman. It is not my province to 
endeavour to sketch the political career of this excellent man ; but it 
is my pleasing duty to state, that as long as he held the post of 
Colonial Secretary he lost no opportunity of promoting geographical 
écience, Nay more, I must recall to your recollection that when 
we awarded our Gold Medal to the family of the lamented Burke, 
his Grace attended our anniversary meeting, and on receiving tho 
medal for the bold explorer of Northern Australia, spoke to us with 
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a feeling for the noble fellow who perished and a knowledge of the 
subject, which proved how sincerely he cherished the objects of 
this Institdtion, and how much he appreciated our recognition af 
that adventurous colonist. 

Few men of this century have laboured more for the public weal 
than the Duke of Neweastle, and it may truly be said of him that 
he shortened his life by severe and incessant assiduity in scrupu- 
lously carrying out his official duties. . 

Accessible to every applicant, ho most conscientiously strove to 
serve efficiently his sovereign and the country; and I have no 
doubt that our gracious Queen, duly appreciating his services as the 
Mentor and friend of the Prince of Wales in America, never re- 
warded any one of her subjects with more satisfaction than when 
she bestowed the Order of the Garter on the late Duke of Newcastle. 

Professor I’, G. W. Srevve.—One of the greatest astronomers of 
our age, whose name graced our list of Honorary Corresponding 
Fellows, has been taken from us since our last anniversary, 
in the 72nd year of his age. M. F. G. W. Struve was one of 
those men who, through the vigour of their minds, never ccase 
to carry out any important object until complete success has 
been obtained. Enjoying the full confidence of the Emperor 
Nicholas, and well supported by that munificent Sovereign, he 
bronght the Imperial Observatory of Pulkova to the highest degree 
of perfection. The chronometrical expeditions which under his 
direction were sent forth to @etermine with the utmost precision 
the longitude of the Russian Observatories, brought M. Struve, hia 
son Otto Struve, and their associates, to our shores, in 1843; and 
comparisons were carried on by the Russian astronomers, and by 
numerous instruments, between Pulkova, Altona, and Greenwich,— 
ihe result being that the old meridian of Pulkova was found to be 
in error neatly half a verst in linear dimensions. 

But the operation by which Struve was most intimately connected 
with Geographers was the measurement of the great arc of the 
meridian, in which, associated with General Tenner, the eminent 
topographer, he eventually completed the measurement from the 
North Cape to the Black Sea, or over 25° 50” of latitude. This, 
as I said in my Address of 1845 (but before the work was com- 
pleted), greatly exceeds all other known triangulations, and gives 
to the vast mass of land possessed by Russia and Sweden the longest 
measurement which can ever be made on terra firma. 

In his open and frank manners, M. Struve had much of what we 
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rejoice in considering the English character, and was as much liked 
by all our countrymen who knew him as he was esteemed and 
beloved in Russia, the country of his adoption. 

He was present, as well as myself, at the installation of H.R.H. 
Prince Albert as Chancellor of the University of Cambridge, on 
which occasion he received the honorary degree of LL.D. 

Another of our deceased Honorary Corresponding Members, and 
one who has long been distinguished as a Geographer, is the Russian 
Baron George de Mrvexporr. Belonging to a Livonian family of 
distinguished men—his brother, tho late Pierre de Meyendorf, was 
an eminent and much-beloved diplomatist and statesman under the 
Emperor Nicholas, and another brother, Alexander, also deceased, 
was my companion in my first geological tour in Russia (1840)— 
Baron George, the deceased Geographer, rendered his name con- 
spicuous by his travels in Asia, and particularly by his journey to 
Bukhara, accompanied by Eversmann and Pander, both savans of 
note, The work descriptive of this expedition of 1820 appeared 
in 1826 under the title of ‘ Voyage d’Orenbourg & Boukhara, redigé 
par le Baron George de Meyendorf et revu par A. Jaubert.’ 

The Honourable Edward Evererr.—By the death of our associate, 
Mr. Everett, who was eminently distinguished by his various literary 
acquirements, and was for some years Minister of the United States 

in this country, I have lost one of my most esteemed fnends. <A 
native of the State of Massachusetts, and born in 174, this excellent 
and accomplished man was educated at Harvard College, and in early 
life became a pastor of a church in Boston. Subsequently, having 
been appointed to the Professorship of Greek in his own University, 
he came to Europe the better to qualify himself for his new duties, 
and when in England was well known to Walter Scott, Macintosh, 
Homilly, and other celebrities, and on his return home became 
editor of the ‘ North-American Review.’ Subsequently, Mr. Everett 
took a leading position in his country as a speaker of public 
addresses, by which he became renowned—the last of these having 
been delivered on the hard-won battlefield of Gettysburg, when 
the army of his Northern countrymen had for the first time defeated 
the skilful Confederate General Lee, when he invaded the State of 
Pennsylvania. As a member of Congress, during 10 years, he con- 
tinuously occupied himself with the transaction of foreign affairs, 
and composed some of the best state papers of his Government, 
including a series of letters to Mr. Canning on colonial trade. 
Three times elected Governor of Massachusetts, he organized a 
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Board of Education, and to his great credit established normal 
schools, scientific and agricultural surveys of his native state, and a 
commission fur the revision of criminal law. Revisiting Europe in 
1840, with his wife and children, he first spent some time on the 
Continent, and was, through the influence of his friend, the cele- 
brated Daniel Webster, appointed Minister at our Court. Althongh 
at that time a number of irritating questions agitated both countries, 
and he was left to act according to his discretion, so sagacious 
was his conduct, and so soothing his demeanour, that he entirely 
satisfied both the American and British Governments. It was 
during his residence here that I had frequent intercourse with 
Mr, Everett, and every year my esteem and friendship for him 
increased, In 1845 he returned'home, became President of his old 
college at Harvard, and published a collected edition of his 
addresses, For atime he was in office as Secretary of State, and 
although he was elected a senator of his native state, his health had 
become so much weakened that he re-appeared little in public until 
he delivered the remarkable address on the field of battle at 
Gettysburg to which I have already alluded. Nothing can more 
strongly demonstrate the strong feeling of patriotism which animated 
Mr. Everett than that he, a peace-loving man, should have quitted 
his retirement to make that eloquent harangue in honour of those 
who had fallen in the endeavour to preserve intact the great American 
Republic in whose Union he gloried. 

Sir Robert Hermann Scnomevrex.—This extensive traveller was 
first brought into the fotice of Geographers by his exploration 
of the little island of Anegada, the north-casternmost member of the 
Virgin Islands, his account of which was published in the second 
volume of our ‘Transactions.’* When this memoir was read before 
our Society, I well recollect the very favourable impression made 
npon my associates and myself by the energy, zeal, and ability 
displayed by the then unaided young Prussian traveller in deli- 
neating on a map all the rocks and reefs around this island so 
dangerons to navigators, and by which he doubtless saved the lives 
of many seamen. In subsequent years M. Schomburgk explored 
the rivers Essequibo, Corentyn, and Berbice, and investigated in 
detail the capabilities of the rich and fortife colony of British Guiana. 
During these researches he discovered and sent home the magnificent 
lily Victoria regia, now so well established in Europe. By his journey 
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across the interior from the Essequibo to Esmeralda on the Orinoco 
he was enabled to connect his observations with those of his illus- 
trious countryman, Humboldt, who had always been his patron, and 
thus to determine astronomically a series of fixed points extending 
across the watershed of the great rivers of Equatorial America. 
For these remarkable services, by which the sciences of zoology and 
botany, as well as geography, were greatly enriched, this Society 
rightly conferred on M. Schomburgk, in the year 1840, one of its 
Gold Medals. At the same time he was appointed Consul in 
British Guiana. Returning to that region, he extended his travels, 
in 1843, from Pirarara overland to the head-waters of the Corentyn, 
and descended that river to Demerara, as recorded in the fifteenth 
volume of our * Transactions.’ He then received the order of knight- 
hood. In 1848 Sir Robert published an excellent work on Barbadoes, 
graphically describing the hurricanes of the region as well as the 
statistical and political condition of the island. In the latter years 
of his life ho was, to the great benefit of our interests in the East, 
employed as Consul-General in the kingdom of Siam, where, 
by his conciliatory manners and sound judgment, he has greatly 
advanced the interests of our commerce, and sustained the best 
relations with a singular and heretofore little-known people. 

Nor has he whilst there been less alive than in earlier years to the 
importance of geographical surveys; for, besides other excursions, 
including an important journey from Bangkok to Chiengmai, the 
principal city of the Lao country, he repaired to the isthmus of 
Kra, with a view of ascertaining by actual observation the value 
of the recommendation to cut a ship-canal across it, and thus save 
the long detour by the straits of Malacca, for the trade between 
Siam and British India. Feeling that his health was declining, Sir 
Robert Schomburgk returned to this country last autumn, and on 
retiring from public life obtained a well-merited pension, which 
unhappily he enjoyed but a few months, for he died at Berlin on 
the 11th March. 

Dr. Baikie.—In the Address of last year I alluded to the prospect 
of the return of this deserving African explorer and Envoy of 
our Government, but alas), he was taken from us on his homeward 
voyage. | 

Twelve years ago Dr. Baikie, then an assistant-surgeon of the 
Navy under Sir John Richardson, was recommended to me by 
that eminent man as a person capable of taking part in an 
expedition which was then fitting out to ascend the Niger in 
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a steamer, the Plead, built for the purpose, with tho view of forming 
a sort of trading settlement amongst the natives of the interior of 
Africa. On the death of Consul Beecroft, who had been appointed 
leader, the command of the expedition devolved upon Dr. Baikie, 
who carried the enterprise to a successful issue, and on his return 
published an instructive account of the voyage. 

In his subsequent voyage, in 1857, the unfortunate loss of the 
iron steamer, Day Spring, on the rapids at Rabba, which would have 
disheartened most men, only served as a stimulus to Baikie and his 
associates to elicit the best results in their power even in this 
forlorn state, Gathering together the débris of the vessel and 
erecting huts on the neighbouring banks, they were soon im a 
condition to open communications with surrounding native chiefs, 
which eventually led to an interview with the principal sovereign 
of those parts, the Sultan of Sakata. Another vessel, the Sunbeam, 
was sent out to the shipwrecked party, and a settlement was esta- 
blished at Lukoja, near the junction of the Chadda and the main 
stream, After seven years of persevering endeavours in promoting 
civilisation amongst the native tribes, Dr. Baikie’s desire to return 
to England, and see once more his aged father, was granted; and 
FLM.S. Investigator was sent to bring him down the river in the 
month of September last. But he was not destined to see again his 
native land. 

I am aware that the Foreign Ministers of this country, past 
and present, have been well satisfied with the efficient services of 
Dr. Baikie; but I regret to say that some time must elapse before 
the real value of those services can be made known. Whilst our 
deceased member made but scanty communications to us, be kept, as 
I understand, numerous journals descriptive of his journeys and re- 
searches, from which he doubtless intended to compose 4 complete 
work had he not been unhappily cut off at Sierra Leone, where he 
halted for a few days only. These documents, now in the Foreign 
Office, are undergoing a revision under the hands of the accomplished 
African traveller, Dr. Kirk, and it is to be expected that they will 
throw important light on the geography and natural history, as well 
as upon the statistics and customs of the natives of that part of 
Africa. 

In successfully braving the dangers of the climate during so many 
years (for he was in good health when he left the Niger), Dr. Baikie 
has demonstrated that a small British settlement may be made a real 
centre of civilisation in a barbarous African region. The alliances 
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which he made with various chiofs, the moral influence which he 
exerted over them, and the good-will if not friendship of the natives 
which he acquired (his messengers and people travelling in perfect 
safety from Lukoja to the sea-coast), are the best tests of the value 
of his kind and conciliatory but firm and judicious conduct, ‘The 
Orkney Islanders may well be proud of having produced such a 
man, and I trust that the right feeling which has guided his friends 
to erect a monument to his memory in his native town of Kirkwall 
will induce Her Majesty's Government to honour his services by 
aiding his bereaved family with a befitting recompense, 

Mr. Hudson Guenry.—By the death of this excellent man, at a 
great age, the cultivators of literature and archeology have 
lost one of their best supporters, whilst we lose an accomplished 
comparative Geographer. My old friend, Mr. Hudson Gurney, 
had, in early life, the great advantage of having. as his college 
friend and instructor that shining light, the late Dr. Thomas Young, 
who in subsequent years revealed to us the lost language of hiero- 
glyphica, and who having expounded the great and novel theory 
of the undulations of light, justly obtained the never-to-be-forgotten 
sobriquet of “Phenomenon Young.” Soon after leaving Cambridge 
Mr. Gurney travelled in Greece with the late Ear] of Aberdeen, 
and thus became, as well as that nobleman, a true Athenian in his 
appreciation of the fine arts and knowledge of the most enlightened 
of all the Grecian people. 

It falls to the lot of Earl Stanhope, the President of the Society 
of Antiquaries, to do justice to the merits of Mr. Gurney as a scholar 
and a virtuoso; whilst itis my special business to record that, as a 
collector, his invaluable library contained a most instructive assort- 
ment of maps of successive periods. So interested was he in the 
discoveries of Speke and Grant in the interior of Africa, and 
the approaching settlement of the great question of the Sources 
of the Nile, that he caused copies to be made of ancient maps of 
Africa, preserved in the Papal Libraries of Rome, in order to 
indicate the earlier state of our knowledge in that part of the world. 

Serving many years as a Member of Parliament, and proving 
himself to be a sincere philanthropist by countless acts of charity 
and kindness, it may be confidently said of Hudson Gurney that in 
his long and well-spent life he ever gained friends and never made 
an enemy. 

Rear-Admiral the Honourable Henry Anthony Murray.—By the 
death of Admiral Henry Murray, on the 17th of last February, the 
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Society has lost one of its warmest supporters. He served fur 
several years in our Council, and seized every opportunity within 
his reach of advancing our best interests. No man of my time was 
more justly popular; for with his lively and joyous manner Henry 
Murray inspired his numerous friends with a kindred geniality. He 
had been for some years a severe sufferer from attacks of gout, one of 
which carried him off suddenly, to the deep sorrow of every one 
who knew his worth. I cannot do greater justice to his memory 
than by referring my hearers to a most lively, feeling and 
faithful sketch of our deceased associate, by one of his intimates,* 
which is given in the ‘Spectator’ of March 4th, p. 241. “ There 
was” (says the reviewer towards the end of the sketch) “‘a singular 
breadth of sympathy and kindness of heart about the man him - 
self, which was catching to all who came within his influence. 
Tt was impossible to remain shut up in the company of a man so un- 
reserved and natural: to be otherwise than kindly and good-natured 
in the presence of one who had not a dash of littleness, or meanness, 
or ill-nature in his whole composition; and the better you knew 
him the more you found out the depth of those qualities. No man 
of his means was more truly generous, though you might have 
known him long and well without detecting it except by chance ; 
and while he helped all who were in temporal need with a large 
hand, he had always a ready ear for those who were in other kinds 
of trouble. With no claim to wit or wisdom beyond the common 
run of educated men, we cannot but think that he will be more 
missed than many of the wittiest and wisest.” 

Mr. Joshua Barrs.—DBelonging to the class of merchant princes 
of our metropolis, Mr. Joshua Bates was always a good friend of our 
Society and a just appreciator of the advantages derived from our 
pursuits. Intimately connected with the United States as a member 
of the great house of Baring, Mr. Bates’s hospitable mansion was 
ever as open to the natives of the great Transatlantic Republic as 
it was to his numerous friends in this country, among whom | 
was proud to be enrolled; for I never met with any one more 
ready to contribute by his good-will and his purse towards the 
promotion of every good scientific, literary, or philanthropic cause. 
Among the deeds which will cause his name to be remembered, is 
the foundation of the great public library of Boston, in the United 
States, to which he contributed twenty thousand pounds. 
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Having been a resident in various countries, he had a truly cos- 
mopolitan heart, and in seeking to promote peace and good-will 
among men, his genial temperament so endeared him to those who 
had the good fortune to know him, that his memory will long be 
cherished. His only daughter having married that eminent scholar 
my friend M, Van de Weyer, the Belgian Minister, the large fortune 
amassed by Mr. Bates will descend to the children of that sound 
diplomatist, who has so thoroughly identified himself with the best 
feelings and has gained the respect of all Englishmen. 

Archdeacon Buryey.—Grandson of the author of the ‘ History of 
Music’ and son of a distinguished Greek scholar, Charles Parr Burney 
was born in 1785, and was therefore when he died, in November 
last, in his eightieth year. This venerable, highly respected, and 
most companionable man, who was one of the original members of 
this Society, was from his youth a promoter of science, and became 
a Fellow of the Royal Society as early as the year 1814, under the 
presidency of Sir Joseph Banks, 

Mr. Samuel Cartwruocnr, ¥.ns.—FEminent as a surgeon-dentist, 
the late Mr. Cartwright lost no opportunity of advancing the Fine 
Arts by a liberal and well-timed expenditure of his means. When - 
British Art had few patrons, this generous amateur gave what was 
then considered the handsomest price for any picture which he 
esteemed, and I well recollect when a beautiful painting by Edwin 
Landseer and Calcott was exhibited at the Royal Academy, that on 
asking the late Marquis of Lansdowne if he had secured it, “ No,” 
his Lordship replied, “ I cannot cope with Mr. Cartwright.” 

Mr. Cartwright's hospitality was hearty and profuse, and I have 
myself met at his table on the same day, an ex-king, two dukes, and 
other persons of rank, with several of my associates in science. He 
was a warm-hearted, benevolent man; and, with many of his old 
friends, 1 was much grieved when he was seized with a paralysis 
some years ago, from which he never completely recovered, He 
died on the 11th June, 1864. He was a Fellow of the Royal 
Boctety and of other learned bodies, 

Benjamin Si.uiMtAx.—This time-honoured Professor of the United 
States, whose excellent ‘ Scientific Journal’ had and still has a very 
wide circulation in America and Europe, died in November, 1864, 
at New Haven, in his eighty-fifth year. 

An ardent promoter of science, and a lecturer on Chemistry, Mine- 
ralogy, and Geology, he visited Europe in 1820, and afterwards 
published his travels in England, Ireland, and Scotland. When he 
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revisited this country in 1851, I was much gratified in making the 
personal acquaintance of this distinguished American, who, although 
then in his seventy-second year, still retained a vigorous mind and 
an active body, and captivated a large circle of friends and admirers 
by his amiable manners. 

Mr. Thomas Youxe.—Though not a professed Geographer, my 
valued friend, Mr. Thomas Young (who died on the 11th October 
last), was so staunch a supporter of our Society, and had played so 
useful a part in public life, that I naturally wish to record his good 
qualities, however briefly. Born at Dunse, in Scotland, in the year 
1784, he first pursued a maritime life, and having acquired a small 
independence, became a resident in London, where, betaking himself 
to literary pursuits, he was entered as one of the original members of 
the Atheneum Club. When the late Duke of Devonshire proceeded 
as Ambassador Extraordinary to St. Petersburg to congratulate the 
Emperor Nicholas on his accession to the throne of Russia, Mr. Young 
was in his Grace's suite. On that occasion he so attracted the 
notice of Lord Morpeth, afterwards Earl of Carlisle, that that 
accomplished and kind-hearted nobleman, being struck with his 
sagacity and capacity for business, afterwards befriended him by in- 
ducing Lord Melbourne to appoint Mr. Young his Private Secretary. 
In transacting the duties of that office Mr. Young obtained the good 
will of every one with whom he came in contact, and lost no 
opportunity of rendering popular the administration of his re- 
spected chicf, who, in recompence for his zealous and effective 
services, appointed him to the office of Receiver-General in the 
Fost Office. 

Let me add that Mr. T. Young was beloved by a very large circle 
of acquaintances, in whose name and my own I offer this imperfect 
tribute to his memory to his widow, who thoroughly estimated the 
worth of so meritorious a man. 

John George Pumiomore was the eldest son of Dr, Phillimore. 
He was educated at Westminster School, and obtained a second- 
class in classics at Oxford in 1827. In 1832 he was called to the 
Bar, was elected Lecturer on Jurisprudence at the Middle Temple 
in 1850, and Reader of Constitutional Law and Legal History in 
1852. He was the author of * History and Principles of the Law 
of Evidence’ (1850), of ‘Private Law among the Romans,’ and of 
the first volume of a ‘History of England during the Reign of 
George ILI.’ Mr. Phillimore was a ripe scholar and a bold and 
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Henry Curisry had devoted many years to the study of the 
manners and customs of various races of men, and travelled exten- 
sively with this object in view. He explored all parts of Mexico, 
and also carefully examined the ethnology of North America, 
Northern Africa, and Scandinavia. He made numerous contribu- 
tions to the collections in the British Museum, and latterly paid 
much attention to questions connected with the antiquity of man. 
With this object he investigated the caves in Dordogne, and made 
numerous important discoveries. Mr, Christy died suddenly in 
France; but not before he had been selected by the Council of the 
oyal Society as a Fellow of that body. His loss will long be felt 
by his fellow-workers in the interesting field of research which he 
selected for special study. 

Admiral Sir James Stimuise entered the Navy in 1803, and 
attained his post-rank in 1818. In 1828 he took command of an 
expedition intended to form a colony in Western Australia, and he 
remained there as its first Governor until 1889. He subsequently 
commanded the Jadus and the /fowe in the Mediterranean, and was 
commander-in-chief on the China station during the war with 

Mr. George Donp.—Mr, Dodd, formerly Member of Parliament for 
Maidstone, though not a writer in any department of science, wis 
& praiseworthy and steady supporter of Science and Archmology, 
who acted as an efficient man of business in the conduct of the 
aifairs of the Societies of which he was a member. This was con- 
spicuously exemplified in the strict performance of his dutics a8 
Manager and Visitor of the Royal Institution. 

Vice-Admiral Roserr FitzRoy, c.s.—The melancholy task of 
sketching the characters of our deceased Fellows, several of who 
were my intimate friends, had been completed when, alas! the 
mournful news of the death of one of the most distinguished of 
our Geographers burst upon me. The shock which this cata- 
strophe gave to the general public was necessarily more afflicting 
to myself and numerous friends who had long known and highly 
estimated Robert FitzRoy. 

A grandson through his father—Lord Charles FitzRoy—of the 
sixth Duke of Grafton, and by his mother the grandson of the first 
Marquis of Londonderry, young Fi it2ltoy, who was born in 1805, 
entered the Navy in 1819, and obtained a Lieutenancy in 1824, 
After serving in the Mediterranean and South American stations he 
became Flag-Lieutenant of Admiral Sir Robert Otway on the 
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latter station, and was made Commander in 1828. I will not 
here attempt to trace all the public events in the chequered career 
uf my lamented friend, for he was once in Parliament and afterwards 
Governor of New Zealand; but will dwell simply upon the two 
brilliant and eventful periods of his life which connect him with 
this Society,—his researches of eight years’ duration in the survey- 
ing ships on both coasts of South America, and his recent labours as 
the Meteorologist of the Board of Trade. — 

One of the original members of our Society, FitzRoy won dis- 
tinction as a geographical explorer fo early as 1829, and of this we 
have a record in the first volume of our ‘ Transactions,’ when that 
first-rate Naval Surveyor Captain Philip King, under whom he 
was trained, gave young FitzRoy all credit for his discovery of 
the Otway Water in the Straits of Magellan, and even named one of 
the chief sea-passages, FitzRoy Strait. We who were interested 
in alléhe contributions to Natural knowledge brought home by 
FitzRoy in 1831, can never forget the excitement which was pro- 
duced in this metropolis by the arrival with him of a family of wild 
Fuegians. Prompted by a chivalrous philanthropy, FitzRoy ex- 
pended, indeed, much of his private means in an endeavour to 
improve these poor people, and in imparting to them the blessings 
of Christianity; and, not only were they well cared for in England, 
but he had even engaged a vessel to take them back to their native 
land at his own cost. Being appointed in the mean time Com- 
mander of the Beagle on a second expedition, he took them with him 
loaded with presents and established them in their own country, 

From 1832 to 1836, he continued the survey of the coasts of South 
America and the Falkland Islands, commenced by King, and com- 
pleted it up to Guayaquil, on the west coast. The Geographical 
and other results of his prolonged voyage were finally laid before 
the public in 1839, in three volumes, accompanied by a valuable 
appendix and maps. The first volume relates to the earlier 
researches of the expedition when under the command of that 
truly scientific officer Captain Philip King, who, seeing how vastly 
FitzRoy afterwards extended the survey, generously assigned to 
him, although his subordinate during the first two years, the pri- 
vilege of publishing the whole as a connected work. The third 
volume consists of the highly-prized Natural History and Geological 
results of the voyage, from the pen of Charles Darwin, who was 
associated with FitzHoy as naturalist of the expedition. Such was 
the wealth in scientific results gleaned during this memorable voyage, 
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that Darwin was led, in addition to the Natural History volume of 
FitzRoy's work, to publish in subsequent years three other works, 
in which he opened ont entirely new views in Geology. These 
were, a treatise on Coral-reefs (1842), one on Voleanic-Islands 


(1844), and his remarkable and philosophical observations on the 


Geology of South America (1846). It may be confidently said, 
that FitzRoy’s voyage of the Meagle produced a harvest of fresh 
knowledge which from the combination of geographical, physical, 
and natural history results, is unparalleled in this century, and some 
of the best effects of which have been from year to year coming 
forth in the writings of Charles Darwin. 

Such a grand feat as the surveying voyage of the Beayls, naturally 
excited the deepest admiration of all cultivators of science, and of 
Geographers in particular; and ag one of those events in my own 
life of which I am justly proud I may be permitted to record, that 
I had the honour, in the year 1926, of moving in our Council the 
award of our then single Royal Medal to Captain FitzRoy. This 
conscientious Surveyor, unwilling to quit his South American station 
without rendering his services in every sense complete, had hired 
two additional vessels at his own cost, to finish off the examination 
of the coasts of the Falkland Islands, and subsequently purchased 
a third, besides fitting out the Beagle to a great extent at his own 
expence. But, as these gratuitous and noble efforts which cost him 
several thousand pounds had not been sanctioned by the Adminilty, 
he was never reimbursed; and being thus disappointed by the 
conduct of his rulers, he the more deeply appreciated, as he himself 
assured me, the full and ample recognition of his services bestowed 
on him by the Geographers in conferring on him their Gold Medal. 

In the latest years.of his life his acquirements as a Meteorologist, 
and his well-timed observations and suggestions, induced the Govern- 
ment to institute, under the Board of Trade, a Meteorological Office, 
superintended by Admiral FitzRoy, in the management of which he 
established the announcement to distant ports of coming storms, 
as gathered by telegraphic communication recording conjunctions 
of atmospheric phenomena at great distances, The labour which 
ho bestowed in methodizing and classifying all the known data, 
and the skill with which he organized his new system of tele- 
graphic forecasts, and the method he established of storm signals or 
warnings for the prevention of shipwrecks, dese yedly obtained for 
him the thanks of the country and specially of all those engaged in 
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Few as are yet the laws which Meteorologists have been able 
to establish beyond those of the storm-gyrations elaborated by 
Maury and Reid, Admiral FitzRoy has proved that even out of the 
variable and uncertain elements with which he had to deal, he 
could derive a great practical publie benefit. The machinery which 
he contrived will now it is hoped only require the superintendence 
of a manager who will steadily guide the helm of the FitzRoy 
Weather Ship. 

Besides “hia various labours, including the forecast of storms, 
Admiral FitzRoy has left behind him a great accumulation of pre- 
cious documents respecting tides, currents, winds, and other pheno- 
mena of the ocean, which he has procured from the logs of ships 
in many quarters of the globe, thus following out the system of 
Captain Maury; and it is to be hoped that these documents many be 
turned to a really useful account, 

In deploring the loss of this eminent man who was as truly 
esteemed by his former chief, the Prince of Naval Surveyors, Sir 
Francis Beaufort, as by his successors, | may be allowed to suggest 
that if FitzRoy had not had thrown upon him the heavy and irritating 
responsibility of never being found at fauk in any of his numerous 
forecasts of storms in our very changeful climate, his valuable life 
might have been preserved. Being of a high-strung nervous 
temperament, and imbued with the loftiest sense of honour and 
fidelity to his charge, and agitated with over-work, the strain 
proved too great for the brain, which had surmounted so many 
difficultics, and the spirit of this high-souled man fled from thiz 
world, to the grief of his many friends and admirers, the anguish of 
his widow, and the deep regret of all his countrymen. I have only 
to add that, on the representation that this gallant officer died in 
impoverished circumstances, the First Minister of the Crown has 
promised to bestow a pension on Mrs. FitsKoy. 

Admiral FitzRoy was a Companion of the Bath, a Fellow of the 
Royal, Astronomical, and other Societies, a Corresponding Member 
of the Institute of France, and had received honorific distinctions 
from several Foreign Sovereigns. 

In addition to those deceased Fellows of the Society already 
alluded to, we have lost many good supporters, who, not directly 
connected with our pursuit, had attained positions in life which 
entitle their memory to respect. ‘Thus, among Members of Parlia- 
ment, there are the names of Mr. E. Divett, Mr. Samuel Gregson, 
and Sir Henry Willoughby, all of whom have proved themselves 

i? 





eXXXI Sir RopericK I. Murcuison’s Address. 


worthy of the places they occupied; also Sir John Login, the 
actomplished Mentor of the Majarajah Duleep Singh, and Mr. Charles 
Dilke, the respected proprietor of the ‘ Athenwum * Journal, 

The remainder of this mournful list (unusually large this year) 
ig composed of the following names :—Mr, P. Anstruther, Sir A. 
Bannerman, Dr. Bird, Mr. E. Burmester, Mr. 8. Cunard, Mr. A. B. 
Cator, Mr, H. D. Erskine, Mr. Stanhope Freeman, Capt. Gascoigne, 
Mr. M. Gore, Mr. G. A. Hoskins, Mr. T. C. Janson, Mr. J. Kalergi, 
Mr. J. G. Lumsden, Mr. Edward Lane, Mr. W. Moon, Mr. Joseph 
Martineau, Mr. R. C. Marsden, Mr. John Macdonnell, Major-General 
Matthie, Mr. R. R. Notman, the Rev. W. Oxenham, Mr. ER. A, Long 
Phillips, Sir John H. Pelly, Mr. John Innes Pocock, Professor 
Rafn, Professor W. Ramsay, the Rev. Carter Smith, and Mr. G, 
Stoddart. 


ApMInaLty Surveys." 


The Admiralty Surveys, both on our own and on foreign coasts, 
have made fair progress during the past year: the hydrographical 
examination of the shores of the United Kingdom has indeed been 
so far completed that it has been considered desirable to break up 
some of the small partics which had been employed in special 
localities and over limited areas, and to adopt a more compre- 
hensive system with the view to meeting those changes which 
through time and the operations of Nature must ever be recurring 
on such « coast as ours, é 

Two small, but suitable and efficient, steamers have been accord- 
ingly set apart by the Admiralty for this purpose—the Lightning, 
under an able surveyor, Captain E, J. Bedford, and the Porcupine, 
under Staff-Commander Calver—and thus those labours will be 
continued which have hitherto proved of so much advantage to 
commerce and added materially to the security of life and pro- 
perty. These two vessels, together with the Channel Islands 
Survey, which is conducted by boats, with the occasional assistance 
of a steamer, and a small establishment to observe and record the 
changes which are being produced by artificial means at and near 
our great naval arsenal, Portsmouth, will constitute the home 
surveying force for the present year. 

Some modification of the system on which our foreign surveys 
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are conducted has also been introduced, and, if found to sneceed, 
will probably be extended, This consists in appropriating one of 
the small ships of war on each station as an auxiliary surveying 
vessel, being commanded and officered out of that branch of the 
profession, and hence available for any extraordinary duties that 
may be required, The rmpidly-increasing commerce with China, 
and the vast extent of its yet partially-explored coasts, point to 
that country as the first where this auxiliary force may with 
aivantare be employed; und therefore, in addition to the two 
vessels exclusively engaged on surveying service there, H.M.S8. 
Serpent, under Commander Bullock, an officer of much experience in 
the China Seas, has just been despatched to that station. 

English Coast.—BStaff-Commander Calver has extended his exa- 
mination of the estuary of the Thames along the const of Suffolk, 
and has prepared the way for a re-survey of the shoals and channels 
between Lowestoft and Yarmouth,—a work which is imperatively 
called for, He has likewise made considerable progress towards 
the completion of an entirely new survey of the Downs, which from 
the great changes which were found to have taken place was also 
much needed, and will be completed during the early part of this 
season. The re-survey of the estuary of the Thames by this officer, 
and which was noticed as having been completed in our last Report, 
is now published, and is, perhaps, one of the most important aids to 
navigation which has been given to the world for many years, 

Captain George Williams, of the Maun—one of our oldest and 
best surveyors—having retired early in the season, his place was 
filled by Staff-Commander Usborne, who has been employed in 
completing the deep soundings off the coasts of Cornwall and Devon 
and on other useful work. 

The south shore of the Bristol Channel, between Combemartin 
and Watchett, has been closely sounded by Commander D. Aird and 
his two assistants in the Asp, and is a work which will prove of 
much utility to the rapidly-increasing trade of that part of the 
kingdom. 

Commander Brooker has made a very close re-survey of the bar 
of Portsmouth Harbour to ascertain the effect produced by the 
dredging of the previous year, which has satisfactorily proved that 
much benefit in an increased depth has resulted, and that more, 
and of a permanent character, may confider 
further operations. 
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surveys of the islands of Coll and Tyree, off the west coast of Scot- 
land, and have also surveyed Loch Sunart, on the main, both on a 
a large scale and with great minuteness, and have thus brought to 
a close the in-shore examination of this deeply-indented and intricate 
coast-line: while Mr. Stanton, Master, n.x., with one assistant, in 
the Shamrock gunboat, has carried the off-shore soundings to an 
average distance of 60 miles from the coast between Ireland and the 
Hebrides, embracing an area of 3600 square miles,—a work which 
required both skill and perseverance. Mr. Stanton, in the course 
of this service, discovered several fishing-banks of considerable 
extent and value in the same neighbourhood. 

The survey of the Channel Islands, under Staff-Commander John 
Richards, has progressed steadily and satisfactorily. The intricate 
nature of this work, studded as the coasts are with innumerable 
hidden dangers, will be better estimated by an examination of the 
chart and a knowledge of the difficulties to be encountered than by 
any written description. 

Foreign Surceys—The Mediterranean surveys have been carried 
on during the past year by Captain Mansell in the Mydra, and Com- 
mander Wilkinson in the Firefly. The-former has been employed 
on the western coast of Greece, and has examined the mainland 
from Murtza Bay to Oxia Island, together with the southern shore 
of the Gulf of Patras and the islands of Santa Maura, Cephalonia, 
Ithaca, with some smaller adjacent ones. Plans of the Strait of 
Prevesa, Roadstead of Santa Maura, Port Vliko, Argostoli Harbour, 
Gulf of Molo, Patras Road, and Ports Platea and Petala, have been 
received from him and will be published with all convenient speed. 
Commander Wilkinson, in the Firefly, has been employed in sounding 
the Malta Channel and determining the true position of actual 
dangers or expunging doubtful ones which were shewn on the 
charts. Hs has also re-surveyed a considerable portion of the coast 
of Tunis, where many inaccuracies were found to exist, as well as 
the western portion of the island of Sicily and its off-lying dangers, 

Nowfoundland.—Captain Orlebar, after an active service of thirty 
years on surveying duties in the St. Lawrence, the coasts of Nova 
Scotia and Newfoundland, has retired and been succeeded by his 
chief assistant Mr. J. H. Kerr, Master, n.x., on officer favourably 
known by his works in New Zealand, China, and other parts of the 
world. The work performed by Captain Orlebar and his two 
assistants during the last year includes the greater part of Trinity 
Bay, in Newfoundland, with a portion of the coast between it and 
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Cape Bona Vista, as well as plans of Trinity Harbour and Heart's 
Content, the latter being the proposed terminus of the Atlantic 
eable, They have likewise examined the inner edge of the Grand 
Bank off Cape Race, and Captain Orlebar has afforded his counsel 
and assistance in the selection of the termini for the Atlantic cable, 
and that between Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. 

Nova Seotia.—By the exertions of Captain Shortland and his five 
assistants bot little remains to complete the coast survey of this 
colony, which, it is believed, will be brought to a close during this 
year; but notwithstanding that-an area of 4000 square miles of 
deep sounding has been completed during the past season, there yet 
remains a very considerable examination of the banks to be made 
before the approach to this coast, which is enveloped in fog for so 
many months of the year, can be considered free from danger. 

West Jndies.—Mr. Parsons, Master, n.x., with his two assistants, 
has been employed in surveying the coasts of the island of Tobago, 
and, considering the limited means at his disposal and the delays 
incident to an unhealthy season, they have made favourable pro- 
gress. Captain Pullen is still employed in examining the coral- 
reefs of the Bermudas principally with a view to the removal 
of obstructions, rendered necessary by the increased length and 
draught of modern ships. He also has been much retarded im his 
operations by the severe epidemic which raged at Bermuda during 
many months of 1864. 

EBritwh Columbia.—Mr. Pender, Master, B.x., with his three 
assistants, are making very favourable progress with the examina- 
tion of the northern portions of this colony, and the results of their 
labours, together with the latest surveys of the sister colony of 
Vancouver Island, are being promptly placed before the public. 

Australia.—Four distinct surveys, under the conduct of naval 
officers, are being carried on in these colonies, at the joint expense 
of their Governments and the Admiralty. In Victoria, Commander 
Cox, with his three assistants, having completed the extensive 
estuary of Port Phillip, with its various anchorages, on scales of 
6 inches to'a mile, is proceeding with the examination of the coast 
to the eastward. The préparation of the charts is in a very forward 
state, and they will shortly be issued to the public. In New South 
Wales considerable progress has been made, Commander Sidney and 
his two assistants having during the past season almost completed 
the coast between the Solitary Islands and Point Danger (the 
northern boundary of the cvlony), and these coast-sheets of this 
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survey are being published with due despatch. Staff-Commander 
Jeffery, in charge of the Queensland Survey, with one assistant, has 
completed the survey of Keppel Bay and part of Sandy Strait, the 
latter of which is published. 

South Africa.—The survey of the coast of the Cape of Good Hope 
Colony, under Mr. Skead and his assistants, is in progress, and 
during the lnst season Plettenberg Bay and other portions have 
been surveyed; but owing to the difficult and exposed nature of 
this coast, together with the limited means employed and other 
munavoidable drawbacks, its progress has not been so rapid as could 
be desired. 

China and Jaopan.—Commander J, Ward, in the Aifleman, has been 
employed in the examination of the numerous dangers which stud 
the China Sea, and in making clear the two great highways between 
Singapore and Hongkong. The positions of the Vanguard, Prince 
of Wales, Alexander, and Granger banks have been correctly deter- 
mined and their localities carefully sounded. The non-existence 
of some imaginary dangers has also been proved and their names 
removed from the charts. The Swallow, under the command of 
Mr. Wilds, Master, &.x., with her tender the Dove, Mr. Stanley, has 
been employed on the northern coasts of China. They have com- 
pleted a re-survey of the entrance to the Yang-tse-Kiang, which has 
been published, and have added considerably to the soundings off 
the coast between Hongkong and Chusan, as well as in the Formosa. 
Channel, and have surveyed the port of Swa-tan. ‘The operations 
of these vessels have, however, been somewhat retarded during the 
past season by the local disturbances in China. 

During the year 1864 sixty-nine new charts have been engraved 
and published by the Hydrographic Office of the Admiralty, while 
additions and corrections have been made to about 1400 former 
ones. The number of charts printed during the year has been 
203,770, The annual tide-tables and lists of lights, together with 
seven new books of sailing-directions and numerous pamphlets and 
hydrographical notices, have likewise been published, as well asa 
series of azimuth tables, by Stafi-Commander Burdwood, showing 
the sun's trne bearing for every four minutes of time between ithe 
parallels of 48° and 56° of latitude, 


Review of the Progress of Geographical Knowledge since tie Foundation 
of the Society —I should not have ventured to undertake a retro- 
spective view of the progress of Geography since the foundation of 
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our Society, had I not been supported by the labours of some of my 
associates, of whom I must particularly mention that accurate geo- 
grapher, Mr, A. G. Findlay, who has furnished me with the details 
and coloured statistical maps respecting Australia, 

The new discoveries, and their results, which have been made 
in the last third of a century, have, from their area and im- 
portance, been unexampled in our history, even when contrasted 
with former periods of much greater length; albeit from the days 
of Elizabeth to those of George the Third many brilliant enter- 
prises were carried out, which reflect glory on the adventurous 
spirit of England. With the surprising advance made in our own 
times, it is my pride, as your President, to say that our Society has 
been intimately connected, partly through the encouragement 
held out to travellers by our rewards and the publication of 
our volumes, and greatly by the impulse we have given to many 
enterprises originated among us, arising from that happy mutual 
intercourse and good-fellowship which has ever shone forth in ouy 

Allow me, then, to remind you that when, in 1850, this Society 
was established, and when our founder, Sir John Barrow, assisted 
by a few individuals, drew up those laws* by which we have since 
been guided, the state of geographical science waa very different 
indeed from what it now is. At that period the magnificent surveys 
by sea and by land, now so far advanced over many parts of the 
world, had barely been commenced, even in Eastern and Southern 
Europe, and the grand Asiatic possessionsof Russia were most imper- 
fectly developed. Asia Minor had been little traversed by men of 
science or scholars, whilst we knew less of Syria, the cradle of 
Christianity, than we now do of parts of Inner Africa. Of China, shut 
out as it was from the rest of the world, we had only adim perception, 
chiefly through Jesuit missionaries: Japan, as a whole, was utterly 
unknown, except the neighbourhood of a Dutch fort and colony. 
The mountainous regions of Northern India had been only pactially 

© "The first Committee which assembled to draw op these laws br which the Society 
is still governed, consisted of our leader sir John Barrow, the Hon, Mownt-Stuart 
Elphinstone, Sir-John Cam Hobhowe, now Lord Broughton, Mr. Kobert Brown, the 
renowned botanist and companion of Flinders, and myself. We were all members of 
the then Raleigh Club of Travelleis, iu wlrich the scheme of a Geographical Society 
was first mooted, In the aume vear my eminent friewd Admiral W. Smyth, c.0. (to whom, 
edn ira Ae oer eget pre a 
Society and seacihin many ee These projects were ey aati Sir J. hoaliyad 


as sachin richal al nanlbedl tie orice Seperate weer 
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explored, and we then had no idea of the striking fact that the 
culminating peaks of the Himalayas far exceeded in height those 
of the Andes. Australia, now among the most advancing of British 
colonies, was, as regards its vast interior, nearly a perfect blank; 
and the coasts of New Zealand had been visited only by a few whale- 
fishermen and missionaries, When we turn to Africa we are com- 
elled to admit that in 1830 we were even ignorant of much that 
was described by Ptolemy. Thus the course of the Nile was only 
known up to Khartoum, and that of the Niger was entirely unknown, 
as well as that of the great Zambesi of Livingstone. In South Africa — 
all the interior north of the Kalahari desert was supposed to be a 
vast sandy wilderness, instead of what we now know it to be,—an 
enormous plateau of rich lands, irrigated by great lakes and streams. 
In North America, notwithstanding that our ancestors and their 
enterprising descendants, now a great and separate nation, had 
made wonderful progress in the knowledge of the country, a vast 
region in the north and north-west of the continent had been litile 
visited, our knowledge of-the latter particularly having remained 
stationary since the voyage of Vancouver, And lastly, with 
the exception of what Parry and his followers had so admirably 
laid before us, the Polar regions were a blank; and it was not 
till the chivalrous adventure of Franklin elicited the ardour of 
search for the remains of that heroic explorer that our national 
geographical distinction was raised by the delineation of vast tracts 
wholly unmarked on any old maps. Nor, when we began our 
labours, had the skilful perseverance of James Ross penetrated 
beyond that which was considered an impassable barrier by Cook 
and the earlier voyagers, and opened out to us the freat Antarctic 
Ocean, with its lands, ice-clad mountains, and volcanos. 

As I cannot attempt to recall to your recollection all those 
advances, of most of which records are to be found in our Journal, 
T must restrict myself to comments on certain points only, I 
commence, then, by noticing the immense strides made by the 
newest of the great British colonies, both because this Society has 
been intimately connected with all Australian discoveries for a 
third of a century, and because there is no example in the whole 
range of British history of more striking and rapid progress having 
been made through the energies of our countrymen. 

Not now dwelling on the first discovery of this continent by 
the Portuguese, or the subsequent examination of its ‘coasts by 
the famous Dutch navigator Tasman, nor even adverting to the 
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voyages of Cook, and the first partial settlements, including the 
origin of the earliest colony, that of New South Wales, let me 
confine my view to what was the condition of this vast country 
when our Society was originated. In this way we may well notice 
some results of the most memorable Australian explorations, the 
leaders in which this Society has invariably rewarded with its 
medals and testimonials, 

In 1830, the year of our foundation, the only great colony we 
possessed in Australia (for Swan River Settlement, now West 
Australia, had only just been formed) was New South Wales, which 
had a population of near 50,000 inhabitants, spread at wide in- 
tervals over an area of about 34,500 square miles, whilst the utmost 
extent of distant tracts loosely reported upon did not exceed in all 
82,000 square miles. It was during the government of our gifted 
associate, General Sir Thomas Brishane—a good astronomer and 
a distinguished lieutenant of Wellington—and also under his suc- 
cessor, Governor Darling, that due encouragement was given to 
explorers to penetrate beyond those mountains or ranges of hills 
which in Eastern Australia form a“ Cordillera."* This effort,.com- 
menced in 1814, led only to the impression that the Macquarie and 
- Lachlan Rivers terminated in marshes, and that the whole of the 

interior would be found to be a shallow basin of water, if not a great 

In the second volume of our Journal Mr. Allan Cunningham gave 
us a clear account of the progress of exploration, including his own 
successful journey of 1829. The aggregate, however, of all the 
travels then made by various individuals did not exceed the number 
of miles which single travellers, such as Sturt, Eyre, Leichhardt, 
A. Gregory, MacDouall Stuart, M‘Kinlay, Landsborough, Burke 
and Wills, and others, have since accomplished. But the encou- 
raging sketches the earliest explorers gave of well-watered tracts, 
and of grounds well suited for sheep pastures, naturally led to 
further researches, and a greatly-extended occupation. 

In Western Australia the new settlers at Swan River had made 
but slight efforts to penetrate into the interior, and all the know- 
ledge of this region which we then possessed is given in the 
first memoir, a very striking one, published by this Society.f In 
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* In the President's Address of 1844, 1 first applied the term “ Eastern Cordillera” to 
thit range, so well described by Strzelecki. 
“+ 'State of the Colony of Swan River, from Capt. Stirling's Report.” By John 
Barrow, ‘Journal Royal Geographical Society,’ vol. i. pel. 
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Northern Australia the temporary posts (for they were not settle- 
ments) occupied in Apsley Strait and Port Essington added scarcely 
anything to our acquaintance with the interior. 

Such was the state of geographical knowledge respecting 
Anstralia when this Society arose. We had then, thanks to 
the surveys of that excellent hydrographer, Flinders, a pretty 
exact knowledge of the eastern and southern coasts and also 
of portions of the north coast; but of the vast interior we 
scarcely knew above a fortieth part, and most of that only as 
derived from the imperfect observation of the first rude explorers, 
Discussions were then, indeed, much in vogue among us, as to the 
real nature of the great unknown interior, which it was supposed 
would prove to be either a desert or possibly great inland sheets of 
water, according to the observations of travellers in alternating 
seasons of drought and rain. The one thing, however, which was 
established was, that flocks of sheep could be successfully pastured 
far in the interior, and thus the occupation of new lands was rapidly. 
augmented, 

In an extended geographical sense the first clue to the true nature 
of the interior was obtained by Capt. Sturt, the patriarch of the 
explorers of Inner Australia. After a first journey in 1828, and his 
discovery of the Darling, this meritorious officer, who was after- 
wards justly honoured with our Medal, pushed on beyond the Mur- 
rumbidgee, and, embarking on a noble stream, which he called the 
Murray, sailed down it to Encounter Bay, upon the southern sea- 
This long journey of more than 2000 miles, through 
hitherto unknown lands, opened ont new vistas for the geographer 
and the colonist. To the one it made known a grand water-system 
of which we had been totally ignorant, and to the other it presented 
the prospect of establishing a colony towards the mouth of the great 
stream ; and hence South Australia was founded in 1834. | 

We next had to dwell with deep interest on the researches of our 
associate Eyre, who, in 1837, discovered and passed over those ex- 
tensive plains which lie to the north of the present colony of Vic- 
toria. Baffled in a subsequent endeavour to penetrate northwards 
by a belief in the existence of the great watery depression called 
Lake Torrens, he next, by the advice and encouragement of 
Governor Gawler, proceeded to the west, and made that journey 
along the southern coast lying between South and West Australia, 
which, for resolution under the severest Privations, is scarcely 
to be paralleled in the annals of research. 
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This arduous journey proved the non-existence in all that region 
of any rivers emptying themselves into the sea, and the saline 
and barren condition of the country he traversed. These large 
additions to our geographical knowledge were of course duly 
recognised by presenting our Gold Medal to Mr. Eyre, now 
worthily the Governor of Jamaica. 

On the western coast the infant colony had made little progress 
for some years, when two young officers, Lieutenants Grey and 
Lushington, panting to do something in those piping times of peace, 
endeavoured, in 183%, to penetrate into the interior from the north- 
western face of the continent. How they discovered new rivers, 
the chief of which they called after Lord Glenelg, the liberal and 
enlightened Minister of the Colonies, who sent them out, and another 
stream after myself, because | had been their, zealous supporter, is 
recorded in our volumes, as well as how their survey was eventually 
put an end to through the hostilityof the natives. Yet this expe- 
dition led to good results; for, by identifying himself with Western 
Australia, Lieutenant Grey became eventually .- Licutenant- 


Governor, and there acquired so much reputation as eventually to~ 


~» 
be appointed Governor of New Zealand, afterwards of the Cape of 


Good Hope, and again Governor of New Zealand, 

During the period of these expansions of geographical knowledge, 
the germ of the now rich province of Victoria had been sown. As 
early, indeed, as 1803, a few stragglers from Van Diemen’s Land, 
now Tasmania, had squatted on the present site of the flourishing 
city of Melbourne. But this effort under Governor Collins failed ; 
and it was not until this tract was again occupied—nor, indeed, 
until the opening out of its auriferous wealth—that the Colony 
became so very important. 

The favourable account given by that skilful and indefatigable 
_ explorer Sir Thomas Mitchell, the Surveyor:-General of New South 
Wales, of the country which had ever lain in its primeval solitude, 
determined Sir R. Bourke, the Governor of New South Wales, to 
take regular possession of it, though at that time no suspicion 
existed that gold abounded in the territory. 

Shortly after the establishment of the new Colony now called 
Victoria, my distinguished friend, Count Strzelecki was occupied 
during five years, and entirely at his own cost, in exploring nearly 
the whole of the: hilly region of Eastern Australia, from the high 
mountain which he named Mount Kosciusko on the south, at an 
altitude of 6510 feet above the sea, to the northern tracts now 
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forming part of the new Colony of Queensland. In his excellent 
work descriptive of the geological structure of New Sonth Wales, 
and also of Tasmania, he indeed made no mention of the existence 
of gold, and the reason has since transpired. He had discovered 
gold, but was bound to secresy by Governor Sir G. Gipps, who 
feared the effect of the announcement of such a phenomenon in the 
midst of a rural and pastoral population, among which were many 
convicts," 

Before the Colony now called Victoria attracted so much attention 
from the great amount of its auriferous wealth, the parent Colony 
of New South Wales was fully alive to the solution of great geo- 
gtaphical problems respecting the vast unknown interior, Tho most 
striking of the attempts was that made by Dr. Ludwig Leichhardt, 
who left the station of Moreton Bay (now the thriving Colony of 
Queensland), in October 1844, and arrived at Port Essington, in 
North Australia, after a journay of thirteen months, in which he 
passed through many districts admirably adapted for settlers, large 
portions of which have since been occupied, and are now pastured 


by sheep, This grand work obtained our warmest approbation, and 
the don donation of o of our G Gold Medal in 1846, But before this time the 





© At that time Iwas « Russia and the Ural Mountains, and in the latter 
region had full opportunities of stu ching the character of the auriferous rocks, Making the 
acquaintance of Croat Straclock joo my return, | was gratified by him with an ; 


of all the charneteristic rock specimens of Eastern Australian described in his wor 

about to be published (1844); and [at once expressed to him my belief, charts 
resemblance to the Urolinn rocks, Eastern Australia would prove to be an nuriferous region. 
Convinend that gold would be found there, [ urged the Cornish tin-miners » then (1846) much 
oul of employment, to emigrate, and dig for gold in Anstralia; and ia 1848 | received 
specimens of the ore from two of those emigrants. Thereon | wrote to the Seeretary 
ie rn oneniaty peesting ous thes wy hypothesis had been proved to be an important fact, 


pastoral country. I, however, persevered in expressing my belief of the comi shower 
SF Fore Se Memeo read, tp the Leitich Assocation, 18.8 lecture af the Royal Institution, 
in on article in the ‘(hunrterly Review,’ entitled ‘Siberia and California, 1850." 
repaardh a all 2G tg rrp thee often when a Mr. Hargreaves, b 
laceeyts 


Manat the thse’ and ‘an ve me no hint on the subject. The maintaining of 


the secresy which was by the Governor of Ne c reas é 
and was highly honow wel fe Streehecli. w South Wales was rigidly observed, 
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veteran Sturt had submitted (in 1843) a general plan for the survey 
of the continent from north to south and from east to west, though 
this plan was much modified by his instructions. Starting with 
MacDouall Stuart as his aid, he traversed the lower courses of the 
Murray and Darling rivers in his way northward, and, after great 
privations, under an intolerable heat, he reached, in 158° east 
longitude, a sterile desert of clay. During this trying service the 
heat in the sun was 157° Fahr., and in the shade 132°. ‘The hair 
and nails of the men, and even the wool on the sheep, ceased to 
grow; wooden implements were shrivelled up, and even those made 
of horn separated into hair-like filaments ; yet the travellers pre- 
served their health, though in the same spot the temperature soon 
after fell to 24° Fahr. Thus did the pluck and fortitude of our 
countrymen prove the adaptibility of the human frame to the most 
excessive variations of climate.* 

Let me here remark, that at this very time our Arctic explorers 
were living in comparative comfort, as they thonght, with a 
difference of temperature, as compared with the Australian heat, 
greater than that which exista between ice and boiling water! 
Captain Sturt made another and ineffectual attempt to cross the 
continent, in which, however, he discovered Cooper Creek, sub- 
sequently the base of operation of the ill-fated expedition under 
those noble fellows Burke and Wills. Having also visited the 
tract oceupied by the so-called lake, now known to be in a dry 
season a desert of stones or of baked mud, the conviction was shared 
by most geographers, and was dwelt upon by myself in Anniversary 
Addresses,t that the interior country northward would probably 
also be found to be an unprofitable desert, This idea was indeed 
strengthened when Augustus Gregory, in 1856, advancing south- 
westward from the Victoria river of North Australia, also reached 
an inland saline tract. This impression, however, that all the in- 
terior was of that sterile character, has now been proved to be 
erroneous, particularly by the subsequent travels of MacDouall 
Stuart, and also by those of Burke and Wills, M‘Kinlay, Lands- 
borough, and Walker, The grand discoveries of Stuart, as well as 
the efforts of Burke and Wills, under the able government of Sir 
H. Barkly, obtained our highest rewards, whilst we conferred 
honorific testimonials on the other explorers. 

By preeerening marches northwards, it has been now ascertained, 


+ eS Rip Geographical Society,” vol. xvii, pp. 115-18. 
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that, whatever amount of sterile or desert land exists in the heart 
of the continent, the character of the country north of 27° 3. lat. 


_ changes essentially, and that Tropical Australia is, on the whole, rich 


and fertile. But, before the last-mentioned journies were made, 
there was, alas! one forecast of the fate of Burke and Wills, In 
1848 Leichhardt undertook a second expedition, which promised 
greater results than his earlier efforts, towards the north-east, by 
taking a more inland course. The fate of this intrepid and 
skilful traveller has been fur seventeen years a mystery, and, 
recently, I learn from the celebrated botanist, Dr, Mueller, of Mel- 
bourne, the companion of Augustus Gregory in his traverse from 
North Australia, that he has been urging the inhabitants of Victoria 
to institute a new search, to ascertain the true fate of the bold and 
accomplished explorer and his party. Ina lecture given at Melbourne 
in February last, Dr. Mueller recounted the various hypotheses 
respecting that mysterious journey, and eloquently advocated that 
this fresh search should be made under the guidance of the experi- 
enced traveller Mr. M‘Intyre, who; having recently come from tho 
border of the interior region in question, distinctly asserts his belief 
that Leichhardt’s route and fate may still be discovered. The 
ladies of Melbourne, feeling just as keen an interest in solving this 
problem as we all in England did in unveiling the fate of Franklin, 
have commenced a subscription to fit out the requisite expedition, 
Heartily wishing them success, and desirous that some of our 
countrymen and countrywomen may join in supporting this noble 
effort, I cannot better aid the cause than by quoting a few of the 
stirring words of Dr. Mueller :— 

“In the absence (says he) of all tangible evidence of his fate, it 
is not less wrong to maintain that Leichhardt must be dead than 
to assert that he must be living. We have no right to shelve the 
unsolved question by mere assumption. We have no right to evade 
exertion, which may still save him from destruction. And, even if 
all exertions should prove futile—even if we altogether failed to 
draw away the veil which hangs over Leichhardt's fate, one noble 
object will be gained,—we shall have displayed that chivalrous spirit 
to which we owe so many great and noble deeds. . . . . And 
with that endeavour will be mingled the lofty feeling of having 
advanced, simultaneously with our work of humanity, the revelation 
of the true nature of the interior of this vast continent,” * 
———— eee ee 


* To assist in this good work, a subscription lit has pow been op ud the iy 
the Society; Lady Morchison’s name.being at the head of it, opened = 6 
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The expeditions already alluded to had given usa pretty clear ~ 
idea of the south-eastern portion of Australia, or about one-third of |” 
- its area, In the south-western district, or West Australia, no inland ,. | 
excursion to the east had exceeded 200 miles from the coast, chiefly“"*) 4). 
accomplished by Frank Gregory and Lieut, Helpman. : 

In 1853 this Society urged upon the Government the desirability 
of an expedition to explore North Australia; and in 1854, the 
Government having undertaken to promote one, four members of the 
party left England, to unite with Mr. Augustus Gregory their leader. 
Well fitted out in New South Wales, under the direction of our 
eulightened associate, the Governor, Sir Wm. Denison, this expedition 
passed from Moreton Bay, now Queensland, round the north-eastern 
division of the continent, and landed to the east of Cambridge Gulf, 
at the mouth of the Northern Victoria River, Thence, leaving a depét 
under Mr. Wilson, who with his party remained there ten montha, 
fully proving that our countrymen could there live in health, Gregory 
first advanced s.s.w., but, repelled by an arid country, he went east- 
ward, over the tablelands of sandstone which separate the Victoria 
valley from the Gulf of Carpentaria, From the head of that great 
water he travelled in a south-easierly direction, bringing to light 
vast tracts of new and rich lands, to which the colonists of Queens- 
land are now rapidly extending their occupation, and, with his com- 
panions, Mueller, the celebrated botanist, Mr. Elsey, and Mr. H. 
Gregory, he terminated his very swocessful journey at Port Curtis 
and Moreton Bay. As in this, and other expeditions, Mr. Angustus 
Gregory had thus travelled 6500 miles, chiefly on foot, and had deter- 
mined numerous geographical positions of longitude as well as lati- 
tude, never certainly had any one established o stronger claim to our 
highest reward. Again, he earned our hearty praise by making 
another bold effort to examine the interior from the east, partly to 
endeavour to discover traces of Leichhardt; but the result of this 
endeavour was not so fortunate, for, though he issued by South 
Australia and Adelaide, the country which he passed to the north of 
Cooper Creek gave little assurance of any tract fit for occupation. 

Tt was then that those efforts began in South Australia which 
have been so signally successful in exploring northwards in search 
of better lands. Notwithstanding the discouragements produced 
by the journies of Sturtand Eyre, and partial failures in the environs 
of Lake Torrens, MacDonall Stuart, the companion of Sturt, was 
nothing daunted. Aided by the speculative spirit and generous 
assistance of Mr. Finke, Stuart started on his first independent 
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journey in 1848, and traversed the country to the west of Adelaide, 
between Mount Eyre and Streaky Bay. Next, supported by Mr. 
Chambers as well as Mr. Finke, he undertook two expeditions in 
the environs of Lake Torrens, which had small results, In March 
180, however, he proceeded due north, with the resolve to traverse 
the continent to the north shore. In this, his fourth effort, he 
reached, after great difficulty, the very centre of the continent, and, 
instead of an inhospitable desert, or an inland sea, he found there a 
well-watered, rich, and grassy region. Pushing on to s. lat, 18° 17", 
E. long. 134°, he was driven back by the hostile natives, and re- 
turned to his depét at Chambers’ Creek. Again he advanced, 
and gained 100 miles more, but was foiled by impenetrable forest 
and scrub, and then unwillingly came back to Adelaide, Still 
the crowning honour was to be won, and MacDouall Stuart was 
not the man to falter, Under the auspices, on this last OCCLOn, 
of the South Australian Government and the zealous Governor 
Sir BR. G. M‘Donnell, 4 month sufficed to restore his shattered 
health, and again we find him advancing. Now, shaping his course 
so as to avoid the former obstacles, he finally reached the sea in 
Van Diemen’s Gulf, and there unfurled the British flag. 

I have thus dwelt for a few moments on the wonderful efforts of 
MacDouall Stuart, because they have brought about the establish- 
ofa colony on the north coast of this continent—an wbject which has 
long been a dream of my own, and which I rejoice to see thus 
realized in my lifetime. In the year 1844, when I presided over 
this Society, and again in 1857, I earnestly urged the forming of 
settlements on the coast of North Australia, for political and com- 
mercial purposes of deep interest, showing how much we should 
lose if any other nation were to step in and take possession of some 
of those noble bays and harbours. In the last-mentioned of those 
years, my appeal was thus concluded :—* Let us trust, that, if such 
4 consummation [a settlement in North Australia) be obtained, the 
proposers of it may not be forgotten ; and that it may be remembered, 
that the North Australian expedition, now happily completed under 
the direction of Her Majesty’s Government, was a child of the Royal 
Geographical Society.” * , 

The northern limits to which the pasturage of sheep can be 
extended into Intertropical Australia has been so pointedly com- 
mented upon in my last two Addresses, as certified by the explorers 











* ‘Journal Royal Geographical Society,’ vol. xxvii, p, 459, 
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Landsborough, M‘Kinlay, Wilkes, and numerous new settlers, that it 
is unnecessary now to dwell upon the physical conditions which, in 
my opinion, have established the somewhat unexpected fact, that sheep 
will thrive in those intertropical lands, whose rich vegetation and 
considerable altitude above the sea necessarily produce a more 
moist and temperate climate than exists in sea-girt lands in the same 
latitude. In this case, as in former vague theories respecting Central 
Africa, experience alone dispels error, and teaches us the truth; and, 
just as the interior desert or supposed inland sea of Australia has 
vanished from our speculations before the data accumulated with 
great toil by our bold explorers, so the dogma that sheep and cattle 
could not thrive in large intertropical portions of this great Conti- 
nent has, to a great extent, been set aside by the spirit and enter- 
prise of our daring colonists. 

In concluding this incomplete summary of some of the chief 
geographical operations in Australia since the foundation of our 
Society, I must here say that no one of our Associates at home has 
more sedulously noted each fresh addition to our knowledge, in 
excellent maps, than Mr. Arrowsmith, who, for such works and 
many other labours relating to these and other distant regions, of 
the highest yalue to all geographers, was justly honoured with one 
of our Medals, 

With the progress of exploration, nearly two-thirds of Australia 
have now been either settled or partially explored, whilst the popu- 
lation, which, in the year 1830, amounted only to about 50,000, has 
risen to near a million and a half of inhabitants. With establish- 
ments at Cape York, Van Diemen's Gulf, and, I hope also soon to 
add, at the month of the Northern Victoria iver, and, thanks 
to our admirable naval surveyors, with a secure passage laid 
down for all vessels navigating northwards within the barrier-reefs 
of the east coast, by Queensland to Torres Straits, this generation 
will not pass away before a brisk intercourse will be established 
between Australia and our East Indian possessions, China, and 
Japan. 

I now see rapidly approaching, that consummation which some of 
my less sanguine friends looked upon as a dream, when, in a former 
Address,* T said, “I have little doubt that the time will soon come, 
when all minor difficulties will disappear before the energy of British 
colonists, in their endeavours to connect their Australian posses- 
sions with the rich marts of the Eastern hemisphere.” 


* Address, 1857. 
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Asia.—In so far as concerns Asia and its archipelagos, a vast 
improvement, both as to extent and accuracy of geographical know- 
ledge, has taken place since the first formation of our Society, and 

“we muy take credit to ourselves for the degree in which we have 
contributed towards it. Exclusive of what has been put on record 
in our Proceedings, the volumes of our principal publication, the 
Journal, contain 44 memoirs on Hindustan and the countries adja- 
cent to it north and west; 13 on the Hindu-Chinese countries, or 
the tropical region between the country of the Hindus and that of 
the Chinese; 12 on the Malayan Archipelago; and 11 on China. 

At our Meetings, instructive discussions have followed the 
reading of these Papers, as well as of some contributions in our 
Proceedings, frequently in the presence of their authors, parties 
personally acquainted with their subjects taking a part in them. 
The greatest number of our recorded contributions regard India 
proper, in which, as our own, we have a deep and almost domestie 
interest when we consider that we have incurred the responsibility 
of governing a country fifteen times the extent of our own Islands, 
with fivefold the number of their inhabitants. Since the institution 
of this Society, our acquaintance with the countries adjacent to 
Hindustan, to the north and south, namely, the Himalayas, Nepanl, 
Thibet, Cashmere, Cabul, and even remote Bukhara, amounts to a 
geographical revolution. The names of a few of the more pro- 
minent labourers in this wide field may be mentioned, and among 
them will be found Fellows and Medallists of this Society. In the 
long list we find such names as those of Sir George Everest, Sir 
Andrew Waugh, the brothers Captain and Dr. Gerard, Colonel 
Richard and Major Henry Strachey; Colonel Strange, Colonel 
Thailliers and Captain Montgomerie. The physical geography, 
botany, and natural history, including the phenomena of glaciers 
in this region, huve been specially illustrated by the labours of such 
men a8 Dr. Joseph Hooker and Dr. Thomson, and, above all, of 
the late lamented Dr, Hugh Falconer, who have been followed 
quite recently by Captain Godwin-Austen, 

With regard to the Hindu-Chinese countries, although our know- 
ledge is still but imperfect, the progress of our acquaintance has 
yet been very remarkable. On the eastern shore of the Bay of Bengal 
we are in possession of a domain nearly equal in extent to Great 
Britain, which is under the enlightened administration of Colonel 
Phayre. This territory, with its sparse population of a million, and 
which was at one time deemed a worthless acquisition, has turned 
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out, in so far as foreign countries are concerned, the chief granary 

of India, furnishing ourselves with 3,000,000 cwts. of rice yearly, 

and supplying us, moreover, with all the teak-wood indispensable 
to the construction of our ironclad navy. 

With respect to other Hindu-Chinese countries—Siam, Laos, Cam- 
bodia, and Anam, or Cochin-China and Tonquin—although great 
progress has been made, still much remains for exploration in a 
field which embraces not less than 15 degrees of latitude and 10 
of longitude. The principal labourers in this quarter, and whose 
contributions are to be found in our records, are the late Sir Robert 
Schomburgk, the late M. Mouhot, and Dr. Bastian. In this direc- 
tion we have reason to expect much geographical knowledge from 
the officials and colonists of the extensive conquest which the French 
have within the last few years made in Lower Cambodia. 

But it is in the great and industrious empire of China, with its 
computed population of four hundred millions, that geographical 
discovery has been most conspicuous. When this Society was 
founded, our accurate knowledge of it was confined to a single 
river and port, and it now extends from the Gulf of Tonquin to that 
of Pechtli. The Yang-tse, the greatest river of Asia, and for navi- 
gation second only to the Mississippi—superior even to it for 
irrigation—has been ascended for 1800 miles; while at the distance 
of 800.miles from its month a great and valuable commercial port 
has been established, with eafe access to our numerous steamers. 
With this extended geographical knowledge our commerce has kept 
pace, the yearly value of our own trade with the Chinese empire 
being not less than 25,000,000L, while that of our Indian empire 
and colonies is of at least eqnal amount. The extent of our con- 
nexion with China, and the progress which it has made since the 
formation of our Society, may be judged by the increase which has 
taken place in our consumption of the great Chinese staple, tea, which 
amounted annually, thirty-five years ago, to 30,0000,000 Ibs., and last 
year to 92,000,000 Ibs,, or waa, in other terms, more than trebled. 

Amongst the most distinguished of those who by scientific 
surveys have contributed of late years to enlange our geographical 
knowledge of China may be mentioned the names of Admiral 
Collinson, Captain Sherard Osborn, and our Medallist Major Blakis- 
ton, who extended our acquaintance with the great Yang-tze-Kiang 
to a distance of 1800 miles above its mouth; while the manners, 
customs, and statistics of China—no less a part of geography—have 
been illustrated by Fortune, Laurence Shs ar and Michie. 
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In the Malayan Archipelago our political influence extends. to 
but a small portion of its northern part, but in this geographical 
knowledge has been greatly improved. Among our countrymen, 
_ _the principal contributors to it in this quarter who have followed 
“our distinguished Vice-President Mr. John Crawfurd, have been Sir 

Edward Belcher, Sir James Brooke, Mr. Robert Logan, Mr. St. John, 

Mr. Windsor Earl, and Mr. Alfred Wallace, Through the labours 

of these zealous and intelligent inquirers, the Malay peninsula, the 
great island of Sumatra, and the huge one of Borneo, are far better 
known to us than they were to the founders of our Society. The 
value of our intercourse with these countries may be judged by 
the amount of the commerce we carry on at three small emporin, 
lying .on the Straits which separate the southern peninsula of 

Asia from the island of Sumatra, and which last year amounted to 

15,000, 0002. 

By far the greater portion of the-Malay Archipelago, however, is 
either in possession of or subject to the influence and control of the 
Government of the Netherlands; and it is but bare justice to the 
Dutch to state that their active pursuit of geographical, geological, 
and other branches, of scientific knowledge for the last fifty years 
has fully redeemed the short-comings of the preceding centuries. 

Yet, with all these advances, much indeed remains to be accom- 
plished, and to these and other desiderata I will advert in concluding 
this Address, 


Russia and her Boundaries—Among the great advances made by 
Russian geographers and travellers, I have adverted particularly 
in my previous Addresses, from as far back as the year 1857, to 
the researches of M. Radde in Fastern Siberia. I now learn 
from-the Compte Rendu of the Imperial Geographical Society, 
prepared by its Secretary, M. Besobrasoff, that the second volume 
of the condensed work of M. Radde has appeared, in which 
the author describes in detail great part of the countries along the 
frontier between Eastern Siberia and China. Commencing with 
the eastern end of the Sayan Mountains, which, lying to the 
south-west of Irkutsk, constitute the separation between the two 
empires, M. Radde particularly dwells on the lofty, snow-capped, 
glacial mountain of Mungo Sardyk, surrounded by nomadic tribes, 
and rising to the height of 11,000 French feet above the sea, This 
grand mountain had never before been properly explored, having 
escaped the notice of both Humboldt and Ritter, though, as the 
culminating point of the Sayan chain, and lying immediately to the 
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north of the vast Chinese Lake of Kossogol, it is the key of the whole 
of that lofty region, and forms an admirable line of national de- 
marcation, M. Radde indicates clearly all the routes through these 
mountains, by which the Chinese and Russians exchange com- . 
modities, the latter passing from the frontier-post of Changuinsk. 
The people living on the south side, who keep up the trade, are 
the Darkhates and the Urianks, tributaries to China, and probably 
unknown to all Englishmen. They inhabit the sides of the vast 
Lake of Kossogol, which extends from the Sayan chain on the north 
to nearly due south, for a distance of 200 miles. .These people, 
who are Buddhists, and live on the plateau of Kossogol, at 5600 
feet above the level of the sea, are entirely distinct in manners, 
habits, language, and religion from the Russians of Eastern Siberia. 
They are in fact of the same race of great herdsmen and horsemen 
as those of the vast regions of Mongolia, so well described by our 
deceased associate the traveller Atkinson." 

It appears, from what M. Radde has already written (his third 
volume will only be completed this year), that he embraces every 
Natural History subject, besides the sciences of Geography and 
Ethnology; and it is earnestly to be hoped that this admirable 
work may be translated into English or French; for, already, Dr. 
Petermann, in his ‘ Mittheilungen,” has given us a foretaste of much 
that we may expect from this rich source of fresh knowledge. 

And here, in reference to the boundary between Russia and 
China in the environs of Kossogol, it is well to be reminded that a 
hundred years ago the Urianks of the Lake Koseogol were not (as 
they are now) tributary to China, and that at that time the Russians 
had an “ostrog,” or advanced post, considerably beyond their 
present frontier. At present, an intermediate space, oceupied by 
nomades, intervenes between the Russian posts on the north and 
the Chinese on the south. 

Whilst on this topic of Russian frontiers, I must be allowed to 
direct your attention to a partial change recently made along the 
Russian frontier, between their former line and the Khanat of 
Khokand, inasmuch as I am desirous of showing that the alarm taken 
bya few of our countrymen only, particularly those who conduct 
the press in India, in relation to this step, is entirely groundless. 
A simple statement of tho facts, and of the great distaneo which 
separates any portion of the new Russian boundary line from the 





_, ™ It is here to be noted, that if any member of our Alpine Club should wish to explore 
the glacier of Mungo Sardyk, be should know that the mountain can only be ascended 
from the southern, or Chinese side, 
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nearest part of British India, or rather from Cashmere onr tributary 
ought to calm these untoward forebodings, 

Let it be borne in mind that, long before England had any 
establishments in the East Indies, the Russian Czars traded 
with China and the great Khanats of Bukhara and Samarkand. 
Caravans have been passing from time immemorial through the 
nomade Kirghis tribes, which have long been subordinate to 
Russia. Of late years, however, this intercourse has been much 
interfered with by parties of warlike and plundering Khokandians, 
who, passing from the mountains, pillaged caravans, as well as the 
Kirghis people, along that portion of the Russian frontier which 
lies between Fort Perovski on the River Syr Daria (anciently 
Jaxartes) and the great Lake Issikul, which extends to the Chinese 
frontier, Resolving to punish these atrocities, the Governor of 
Orenburg caused the frontier of the Cossack stations to be advanced 
from the sterile tract where the troops could not be maintained, to 
a more fertile tract, including the town of Tchemkend, which was 
conquered, and where corn and grass are in sufficient abundance 
to sustain a new line of Cossack posts between their post of 
Fort Perovaki on the Syr Daria and the Lake of Isayk-Kul, 
This act is similar to the proceedings of our own Indian Govern- 
ments, past and present, in reference to any lawless pillagers on 
our own frontier; but respecting it there have been great exag- 
gerations, The new Russian boundary, after crossing the River Ili, 
runs in. asoutherly direction towards the source of that strear locally 
called Tekes, and thence along the ridge of the lofty Thian Chan 
mountains, But whilst the Russians have no fortis along this ad- 
vanced line, the Black Kirghis, who inhabit the tract, have defini- 
tively recognised the rule of Russia.* 

That which I particularly wish to eradicate from the minds of 
my countrymen, who only look at maps of Asia on the scale of 
perhaps 100 miles to an inch, is the absurd idea that, operating 
from this, the most barren, thinly-peopled, and most remote portion 
of all his vast empire, the Emperor of Russia has really any design 
upon British India! | 

Even were it possible, which from my acquaintance with the 
ta liner ds Rg rng 
Mr. T Thomes Michel ‘of the British Btaasy fa Renta, dice i aes oe fin thet 
which was printed in the private Ee ren cenit from a» lesa accurate map, 


The new line is correctly given in the map of the instructive work entitled ihe 
in Central Asia," translated by the brothers J. and R. Michell Hagia 
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steppes of the Kirghis I utterly deny, to move a large organised 
army across the deserts of the Oxus, to those portions of China with 
which the Russian people have long traded, it may be positively 
asserted that the invasion of British India, from any portion of this 
new Russian line to Western China, occupied by a few Cossack 
posts only, is a pure chimera, if not a physical impossibility. Not 
only is every part of the new Russian frontier separated from the 
nearest point of our tributary Cashmere by a space of at least 500 miles 
in breadth, but in that space there oceur lofty, ice-clad, impassable 
mountains, the Thian Chan of Humboldt, which, ranging into the 
Mustagh and Karakoram chains, constitute the western limbs of 
the mighty Himalayas. Never, therefore, was there so purely base- 
less and visionary an apprehension of a Russian invasion of India, 
as this which has been raised simply upon the taking up of a 
partially new line of frontier, which our allies, in protecting their 
own tributaries, had a perfect right to establish in order to keep 
up their ancient communication with China, in the western extre- 
mity of which, at Kashgar, the site of Adolph Schlagintweit's murder, 
they have been allowed by the treaty of Pekin to establish a 
Consul. 

After this digression, which I have made in the sincere desire to 
aid in thoroughly re-establishing the kindly relations which happily 
existed for centuries between Russian and England, and of which I 
have experienced in my own person so many proofs, I revert to pure 
Geography. 

Let mo then inform you that, besides the admirable work of M. 
Radde, the Geographical Society of St. Petersburg has announced 
the publication of a petrographical map of the arrondissement of 
Minougsinsk, by Professor Grewinck of Dorpat, a map of the 
southern part of Eastern Siberia, and the Chinese boundary in 
those meridians, embracing the whole riverine system of the Amur 
and its tributaries, the southern half of the basins of the great 
streams, the Lena and the Yeneissei, and also of the large island 
of Sakhaline, on the small and general scale of 40 versta to the 
inch. Tesides this, there is a smaller map of the same regions, 
on the seale of 160 versts to an inch. Again, the historical sketch 
(in German) of the great Siberian expedition by M. Schmidt, 
of whose important geological and botanical contributions I have 
formerly spoken, will soon be illustrated by a geological map of the 
southern portion of Eastern Siberia, another map of the basins of 
the rivers Amur and Bureia, and a third of the island of Sak- 
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haline, the physico-geographical description of which is supplied by 
M. Glehne. 

When we look back to the condition of tho geography of Russia 
in the year 1840, when I first visited that country, and consider its 
present advanced state, wa may truly say, that the strides mado in 
the quarter of a century which has elapsed are most surprising. 
At that time there was not even a reliable map of Russia in Europe ; 
and though there were in the War-Office military sketch-maps of 
the distant frontiers, how different were these from the exact maps 
and descriptions which have been since obtained and worked out 
by the labours of a Geographical Society founded on the model of 
ourown! At that time no railroad had been commenced, and now 
such lines of communication are in the course of extension over 
‘wide tracts of European Russia, Nay, more, the electric telegraph 
is about to be carried on the one hand across Eastern Siberia and 
Mongolia to Pekin, and on the other from the mouth of the great 
River Amur northwards along the shore of the Sea of Okutsk, passing 
by Kamschatka to Behring Straits, across which there will be no 
difficulty in establishing a submarine cable. Thence, traversing 
Russian North America and running along the shores of British 
Columbia, this gigantic line will terminate in California and the 
United States, 

It remains to be proved whether the inkospitable and intensely 
cold regions through which the last-mentioned electric wire ig to 
be carried, may not oppose serious obstacles to the establishment 
of such a line of telegraphy; but, if not, the submarine distance 
to be traversed is so short that it is probable the communication 
with America may be more rapidly-made by land, notwithstanding 
the great distance, than by crossing directly under the wide 
Atlantic, should the great submarine Atlantic cable be, as we all 
hope, successfully laid. 

In relation to another frontier country of Russia, a stop had been 
put to the regular intercourse between her main dominions and 
Georgia by the fall of an enormous mass of broken rocks and, ice, 
proceeding from the glacier of Devdorak, which lics along the 
flank of the lofty Kasbeck Mountain high above the valley of the 
Terek. It is by this defile that the only great military road passes, 
and at previous periods similar ¢boulzmens have occurred in this 
locality. It is estimated that the present fallen mass of broken 
materials has a bulk of nine millions of cubic feet; and by it the 
course of the river Terek has been dried up even to Vladikan- 
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kase, for a distance of forty versts. As it will take two years to 
melt the fallen blocks of ice, and to remove the stones which 
encumber the great road, traffic is now with difficulty carried on by 
paths on the side of the huge broken mass, It appears that between 
1780 and 1830 there occurred six of these eboulemens at intervals 
of six to fifteen years, and that the last occurred im 1855. 

‘This phenomenon is well worthy of the consideration of those 
who study the operations of glaciers, on which I dwelt at some 
length in my last year’s Address, For, it is essential to distinguish 
between an occasional downfall like this, which in a single day 
blocks up a whole valley with ice and stones, and the regular, 
silent, and slow advance of the moraine of a glacier. And yet the 
mass of débris of the one and the other may so resemble each 
other that, if the Caucasus were an unexplored region, the traveller 
who first passed by this valley of the Terek in a season after the 
fallen ice had melted, leaving the loose stones only, and saw 
the distant glacier of Devdorak far above him on his flank, might 
naturally have taken the huge piles of broken rocks around him 
for the moraine of a former period, produced by an old gigantic 
glacier that had since retreated to the Kasbeck Mountain. 

I earnestly trust that some geologist will visit this gorge and 
report upon the phenomenon; it being of deep interest to ascertain 
if striations and groovings, similar to those produced by the slow 
advance of a glacier-moraine, have been imprinted on the surface 
of the rocks over which this portentons mass of broken ice and 
stones has so suddenly been hurled. 

Even when concluding this Address, I have received another 
portion of the Compte Rendu of the Imperial Geographical Society, 
accompanied by a letter from its present accomplished Secretary, M. 
Osten Sacken, who has succeeded M. Besobrasoff. Ample details, he 
writes to me, have been given of an expedition which took place 
last summer, by which the River Sungari, a vast affluent of the 
mightier Amur, was ascended in a steamer by the astronomer 
Ussoltze, the interpreter Schichmare, and Prince Krapotkine. They 
ascended the river for twenty-one days, and having reached the 
city of Ghirin, in the heart of Mandchuria, spent twelve days in 
returning to the Amur, Ghirin, marked on most maps as Girin- 
Oola, is surrounded by a most fertile country, producing wheal, 
millet, maize, apples, peaches, and grapes, and is about 1056 versts 
above the mouth of the Sungari. Most of the intervening space 
is & country deprived of wood, and in which the ec nse 
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only reeds and small shrubs as firewood, though, at about 700 versts 
from its mouth, the river flows through mountains which are 
richly wooded. Along the lower part of the stream the population 
is comparatively insignificant, with ithe exception of a town of 
considerable barter and commerce, called San-Sing. The navigation 
of this noble stream presents no obstacles, and the inhabitants on 


its borders carry on a brisk commerce, and were very friendly — 


to the travellers. Above Petunhootan, the passage of vessels to 
Ghirin can only be effected during seasons of floods, I quote this 
as one of the most interesting and important among the numerous 
explorations of the Imperial Geographers, as it opens out a country 
scarcely before visited except by a few French Jesuit missionaries, 
and must afford a fine field for the commercial enterprise of the 
inhabitants of Eastern Siberia, : 

The numerous important changes which have been made in 
the position of places and the contour of the vast countries of 
Eastern Siberia, and all that portion of Asiatic Russia which borders 
Mongolia and China, will soon appear in a general map, the 
numerous and laborious researches on which it is founded being 
mentioned in the Compte Rendu of the Imperial Geographical 
Society. Other highly important works in the great province of the 
Caucasus, and the results of surveys around and soundings in the 
Caspian Sea are also enumerated. 





South America.—Great advances have been made towards a correct 
geographical knowledge of South America since the labours of the 
Society commenced (1830). At that time the coasts were inacen- 
rately laid down, the courses of some great rivers, notably the Beni, 
were merely guessed at on existing maps, and those of others, besides 
vast tracts of country, were entirely unvisited. Much has since 
been effected through the labours of Fellows of this Society and 
other explorers, yet very much remains to be done. 

The admirable surveys of King and FitzRoy, carried out chiefly 
by the last-named, were commenced in 1826, and during ten 
years of arduous and zealous work the coast of South America, 
from the River Plate to the Guayaquil River, wag accurately laid 
down, including the Straits of Magellan and the intricate channels and 
archipelagos to the westward. This work was most truly deseribed 
by the late Mr. W. R. Hamilton (then President of this Society, in his 
annual Address of 1839,) as without parallel in the annals of maritime 
surveying, and as one which thenceforth would inseparably contlect 


ot 


South America. elvii 


the names of Humboldt and FitzRoy as the chief authorities on the 
geography of South America, The Sailing Directions of the lamented 
Admiral FitzRoy are still, indeed, the sole guide for the navigation 
of those coasts. That able and high-minded officer who, as 1 have 
before said, spent a large sum out of his private fortune (for which 
- he was never remunerated) in completing the survey, also fixed the 
height of Aconcagua, one of the principal peaks of the Andes. And 
here I must remind you of what I have already said in the Obituary 
regarding the light which was thrown upon Physical Geography, 
Natural History, and Geology, by the companion of FitzRoy, our 
eminent Associate Charles Darwin, whose works, mainly founded 
on observations in South America, form quite an epoch in the 
literature of scientific travel. 

When the Society was formed, Sir Woodbine Parish and Mr. 
Pentland were already at work in South America. To the former 
we are indebted for many valuable communications, and there are 
few who have worked so zealously in collecting geographical in- 
formation for the use of his countrymen. On his return to England 
he joined our Society with a vast mass of geographical materials, 
collected during a long residence in the La Plata provinces, to 
which he had been sent originally by Mr. Canning to obtain in- 
formation for the guidance of our Government. Let me also say 
that of the many Associates I have met with at different periods in 
our Council, no one contributed more assiduously and successfully 
to the rise and progress of the Society than Sir Woodbine Parish. 
In the same Address of Mr. Hamilton, mentioned above, you will 
find « very full enumeration of the authorities for the maps of South 
America which Mr, Arrowsmith then undertook to construct for the 
account of the voyage of the Meagle and for Sir Woodbine Parish's 


own work, published about the same time, Mr. Pentland, who was | 


also sent out by the same enlightened minister, Canning, surveyed 
the shores of Lake Titicaca, fixed the positions of forty stations 
astronomically between that interesting point and Cuzco, and con- 


tributed to our Journal a most valuable paper on the Bolivian , 


Andes. 

The attention of our Society was very early turned to South 
American discovery, and one of our first acts was to grant a sum of 
9001. for the exploration of the interior of British Guiana, by Sir 
Robert Schomburgk. The valuable labours of that indefatigable 
traveller extended over a period of more than eight years, com- 
mencing from 1835. He ascended the Rivers Corentyn, Berbice, 
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and Essequibo to their sources, explored the interior chains of moun- 
tains in Guiana, and struck across to the Orinoco, thus connecting 
his positions with those of Humboldt. That great traveller was 
stopped at San Carlos on the Rio Negro, but Schomburgk descended 
the mighty affluent of the Amazon to its junction with the Rio 
Branco, and returned to Guiana by ascending the latter stream. 
During this remarkable journey he made a survey of an extensive 
and previously unknown region. 

When Schomburgk was commencing his discoveries in Guiana, 
Smyth, in 1835, started from the Andes, explored part of the courses 
of the Rivers Huallaga and Ucayali, crossed the Pampa del Sacra- 
ménto, and was the second English geographer who descended the 
mighty Amazon, He fixed several positions astronomically, and made 
valuable contributions towards a more correct knowledge of the course 
of that queen of rivers. In this field of research he has had several 
worthy successors. Wallace explored the course of the Rio Negro 
and the previously unknown Uaupés; Spruce surveyed the Trom- 
betas and two tributaries of the Cassiquiare, and ascended the 
almost unknown Bombonaza; and Bates devoted several years to an 
examination of the main stream of the Amazon as far as St, Paulo, 
near the frontier of Peru. These observant and intrepid explorers 
have contributed most important additions to our still very imperfect 
knowledge of the grandest river-system in the world. 

Meanwhile a vast region was virtually unknown on the eastern 
slopes of the Andes, and indeed on the plateaux themselves, and 
much still remains to be explored. But slight progress has been 
made by geographers in this direction. That gallant soldier and 
enlightened statesman, General Miller, explored a tract of country 
to the castward of Cuzco in 1835, into which no Spaniard had ever 
penetrated. Markham, in 1853, followed in his footsteps, and traced 
the courses of some additional sources of the Purns, a great affluent 
of the Amazon; and in 1860 he explored the unknown southern 
part of the Peruvian provinee of Caravaya. In 1853 Colonel 
Lloyd traced the course of the River Chimore, a tributary of the 
Napo. Of late years Mr. David Forbes, the brother of the eminent 
naturalist, Edward Forbes, and himself a skilful mineralogist, has 
done valuable work in the Bolivian Andes, particularly in rectifying 
certain errata of the late M. D'Orbigny in the general classification 
of the rock formation extending from Peru to Chili, and in showing 
that the highest mountains in the chain were composed of slaty 
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Silurian rocks. Recently he has also penetrated for some distance 
into the little-known region solely occupied by Indians to the east 
of the Bolivian Andes, 

In the Argentine Republic, and in Chile, English travellers have 
laboured with some effect in the wide and interesting field first 
opened out by Sir Woodbine Parish. The undertakings of that un- 
Sang and liberal explorer, Mr. Wheelwright, and his surveys of 
passes in the Chilian Andes, have been as welcome to geography as 
to commercial enterprise. Mr. Mansfield’s charming account of the 
Gran Chacu drew attention to another region as yet inadequately 
explored; while the scientific labours of Captain Sulivan, and the 
journeys of Mr. Hinchcliffe, Consul Hutchinson, and Mr. Hadfield 
(now the editor of the * Brazil and River Plate Mail,’ a journal which 
diffuses much new geographical information), have increased. our 
knowledge of the River Plate and its affluenta, The latest researches 
of Hutchinson have been in the valley of the Salado, an important 
branch of the Parand, in which he has been aided by the enterprising 
engineer, Mr, Coghlan, one of our Fellows. One of our Foreign 
Honorary Members, Professor Burmeister, of Buenos Ayres, has 
added much also to our knowledge of the interior of the Argentine 
Republic, both in his Book of Travels through the La Plata States, 
and his improved map of the same region, Whilst I am engaged in 
writing this Address, Captain Parish, e.x., the son of Sir Woodbine, 
who has just returned to England, after a journey of 1000 miles up 
the Paraguay, has brought a copy of a new edition of this map for 
presentation to our Society, on which are numerous manuscript 
notes, containing the latest information regarding the interior of 
this great region. For an account of the researches of M. de Moussy 
and wf M. Demersay's important works on these same countries, I 
must refer you to my Address of 1861. 

On the west coast of South America Admira 
the survey from the Guayaquil River to Panamé; and one or two 
portions of the Peruvian coast have been explored by English geo- 
graphers. Thus Markham has examined and described the valleys 
and deserts from Lima to Nasea; Spruce has given a most complete 
and valuable account of the valleys of Piura and Amotape; and 
Gollaert has collected much geographical information respecting the 
province of Tarapaca and its inexhaustible mineral wealth, 

Tn this hasty sketch it has merely been my intention to point out 
the labours of English explorers in South America since the founda- 
tion of the Royal Geographical Society; but it would not be right 
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to omit the equally valuable results of the travels of Frenchmen, 
lialians, Germans, aud Americans; while the praiseworthy exertions 
of native geographers call for special notice. Martius, Poeppig and 
‘Yardy de Montravel on the Amazon; Castelnau in Brazil, Peru, and 
on the Ucayali; the officers of the great French Survey of the coast 
of Brazil; Herndon and Gibbon on the Amazon; Gay, Gillis, 
Domeyko, Plessis, Allan Campbell, Moesta, and Cox, in Chile; 
TYOrbigny in Bolivia; Codazzi in Venezuela and New Granada ; 
Von Tschudi in Peru; and Page, and De Moussy, in the Argen- 
tine Republic, have, by their indefatigable explorations, added most 
important material to our knowledge of South American geography. 

But the natives of South America themselves have not been idle, 
and, considering the great difficulties they have had to cuntend 
against, the sons of those interesting and still struggling young 
Republics have done good service to our science. In New Granada 
the learned Colonel Acosta, by the construction of a valuable map, 
has followed worthily in the footsteps of his great countryman 
Caldas, I also learn from himself that General Mosquera, who has 
twice served as President of the United States of Columbia, and 
who is now the representative of those States at the British Court, 
is engaged with others in bringing out a great work on the geo- 
graphy, history, and statistics of his native country, formerly New 
Granada, In Kouador the work and map of Villavicencio show that 
the sons of the Equator are not neglecting geography. In l’eru the 
explorations of Raimondi and the work and map of Pax Soldan form 
valuable contributions to our knowledge of thatcountry. In Bolivia 
a complete map of the republic has been constructed by Ondarza, 
The Chilian Government has initiated several exploring expeditions, 
and our Foreign Corresponding Member, Professor Vhilippi, has 
examined the desert of Atacama under its auspices. In the empire 
of Brazil surveys have been conducted under the enlightened 
patronage and superintendence of the present Emperor, who has 
graciously accepted the post of one of our Honorary Members. 
Several South American geographers are now Corresponding 
Members of the Society, and we may confidently look forward 
to active co-operation from them in imcreasing our geographical 
knowledge of that great Guatiinens in future years, 
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Africa,—Any recapitulation, however brief, of all the researches 
made upon this great Continent, since the foundation of the Geogra- 
phical Society, would swell this Address to an inordinate length ; 
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for, in every one of the thirty-four volumes of our Journal, there 
are memoirs upon partsof Africa, Having in the last year's Address 
endeavoured to comment upon the last advances which had been 
made, I have on this occasion but few observations to offer upon 
the achievements of the past year. In truth, whilst Baker is 
in the heart of the country, von der Decken just starting from 
Zanzibar upon his self-imposed and costly endeavour to penetrate 
into the interior by ascending the Jub, or some adjacent river, 
and Dn Chaillu advancing on the same parallel from the west, 
our great explorer Livingstone is still among us, preparing for 
a4 new and most extensive journey in Eastern Africa, I have, 
therefore, to dwell only upon my hopes and aspirations. 

At the last Anniversary I informed you that the Council had 
drawn up a memorandum, in which, after enumerating the de- 
siderata of such an expedition, a hearty willingness was expressed 
to embark 10001, in aiding such an examination of the White Nile 
as would lead to a commercial intercourse between Egypt and the 
countries of the Equatorial kings visited by Speke and Grant. 
Suchan expedition would, it was conceived, tend also to put an end 
to much lawless and cruel conduct of slave-traders on the banks of 
the great stream. Thus every Geographer desired to see this vast 
river, which, for a distance of 1600 miles above the cataracts, has 
now, thanks to the Dutch ladies and Miss Tinné, been proved to 
be open to steam-navigation, rendered available in the improve- 
ment of the people, and the advancement of civilisation and com- 
merece, Alas! Lregret to say that this scheme, cherished by merchants 
and philanthropists, as well as by geographers, does not at present 
seem likely to sneceed, owing chiefly to political causes. Though 
stponed, let us, however, hope that the day is not very distant 
when the White Nile will, with the capabilities of which we have 
now become acquainted for the first time in all history, be rendered 
of real use to commerce and civilisation; and, at all events, let it 
be on record that this Society made the first move in so riekinom ch 
CAUSE, 

But, if this project be suspended, there is another about to be 
carried out, which as regards Geography is of still higher import- 
ance, and must also be of great value to the natives of Eastern Africa, 
After all that has been accomplished by Burton, Speke, and Grant, 
and with the additions to our knowledge now being made by Baker, 
Von der Decken, and Du Chaillu, we may hope that, in the wide 
tracts around and north of the Equator, the water-system of Africa 
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will ere long be much better known. As, however, the very large 
region lying between the southern extremity of the Tanganyika of 
Burton and Speke, and the northern end of the Nyassa of Living- 
stone, has never been traversed by any European, and has only been 
imperfectly described by natives, the Council of our Society has 
rejoiced in engaging Dr.“Livingstone once more to revisit South- 
eastern Africa, and determine the hidden watershed of that vast 
country. 

Refreshed and invigorated by his home-visit, during which he 
has prepared and is about to publish an admirable sketch of his 
last adventures, to which I will afterwards allude, my eminent 
friend at once accepted our invitation; and, on an application 
being made, Earl Russell, in supporting this geographical effort, 
haa, happily, connected it with the public interests, by appointing 
Dr. Livingstone to be H.M, Consul in the interior of Africa; for as 
such he is accredited to all the chiefs and rnlers, with the exception 
of those countries which are subject to the King of Portugal, the King 
of Abyssinia, and the Pasha of Egypt. Whilst the Government and 
the Geographical Society unite in aiding this expedition, it is not to 
be passed over without the expression of our gratitude, that Mr. 
Young, one of Livingstone's old friends, should have advanced 10001. 
in furtherance of this great cause. Nor are we to forget that Living- 
stone himself is about to throw into the adventure the steamboat 
the Lady Nyassa, which he left at Bombay, and which, with a noble 
resolution to check the slave-trade, he built at his own expense, 
because the steamer sent ont by the Government drew too much 
water for the navigation of the Shiré; by which alone he hoped the 
transport of slaves from the interior might be prevented. Whether, 
after proceeding vid Bombay to Zanzibar, he will penetrate the con- 
tinent by ascending the Rovuma, as he has already done, or at some 
point northward of it; either route being entirely to the north of the 
Portuguese boundary, there can be little doubt that he will solve the 
problem of the trne course of the waters between his own Nyasea 
and the Tanganyika of Burton and Speke. And if, on reaching the 
latter inland sea, he should, after accurately fixing its altitude, 
ascertam whether any great river flows from it to the west,—and 
still more if he can further determine the disputed question of 
whether any waters do or do not escape from its north end to feed 
labours as to have won a first place among the African travellers 
of this age and of all former periods. 
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Whilst von der Decken is entering East Africa just south of the 
Equator, Du Chaillu has boldly started on the same parallel to reach 
the interior from his old station on the River Fernand Vaz, south of 
Cape Lopez. The self-reliance and courage of this explorer cannot be 
too much admired, for he is now travelling quite alone, and assisted 
only by a few natives from the coast, who are to continue with 
him, He is wending his way without a single friend or European 
companion, and trusting for the transport of his large stock of goods, 
provisions, medicines, together with philosophical and photographic 
instroments, to the various tribes he may meet with. Knowing, 
as Ido, that these preparations have been accomplished by spend- 
ing all the little fortune acqnired by the sale of his first book, I 
cannot sufficiently admire the energy of my absent friend, and his 
entire devotion to the cause of African travel. In his last letter to me, 
written on the point of departure from the coast, he begged me not to 
be uneasy about him for a year or two; for, whether he may or may 
not discover the sources or upper affluents of any of the west-flowing 
streams, he is imbued with the idea that from the same region some 
great affluents of the Nile, such as the Luta Nzige, may also flow, 
and, if so, he hopes to descend their streams, and reappear in the 
eivilised world by reaching and passing down the Nile itself. Let 
me here say that nothing can better testify to the honest ambition of 
Du Chaillu to be serviceable to every branch of Science, than that, 
during his stay at Fernand Vaz, where he was detained till he could 
receive a renewed supply of those instruments which were lost when 
he disembarked, he has contrived to send home to the British Museum 
a vast number of well-selected objects of Natural History, which, on 
the authority of Professor Owen and Mr. J. E. Gray, I have to 
announce are of the highest value. As M. Du Chaillo has rendered 
himself a photographer, as well as an astronomical observer—advan- 
tages he did not possess in his first journey—we are sure, if his 
life be spared, to reap a rich harvest on his return; and so let us 
wish him God-speed by the way! In boldness of conception 
nothing in the annals of African research has surpassed his present 
project. 

Turning from the Southern and Equatorial countries to North 
Africa, we have had great satisfaction in witnessing how much 
original work has been accomplished by the travels’ of Gerhard 
Rohlfs, a native of Bremen, towards the expenses of whose journey 
our Society contributed 501. At very small cost, and in a compara- 
tively brief beet this zealous young German has penetrated the 
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interior of Africa from the side of Maroceo as far as the oasis of 
Tuat, and thence crossing the Great Atlas, reached Tripoli by way 
of Ghadames. He has now, after a brief visit to his native land, 
and consigning his journals to Dr. Petermann, to be published in 
the ‘ Geographische Mittheilungen,’ again proceeded to Tripoli, 
with a view to another journey across the Sahara, during which he 
hopes to penetrate as far as Timbuctu. 


New Publications.—Having becn unable, owing to many duties, to 
read and digest the contents of various works bearing upon geogra- 
phical science which have appeared during the last year, I wiil now 
only refer to four publications, which have deeply interested me. 
The first of these works, in reference to date, is that of the ardent 
and observant Hungarian traveller, M. Vambéry, who, at our last 
meeting of the past summer, gave us the first sketch of his travels 
through Central Asia, in the character of a Mahomedan Dervish. 
No person, who was then present, can forget the effect he produced 
upon us when he related his racy and lively story, and explained 
to us the obstacles he had to overcome in traversing the Khannaits 
of Khiva and Bukhara to Samarkand.* Sir Henry Rawlinson, 
who has so intimate an acquaintance with Asiatics, when speaking 
in praise of these adventures of Viambéry, justly told yout that 
there was not one European in a thousand (I would almost By 
in ten thousand) who could successfully pass as a holy man 
through three years of probation among bigoted Mahomedans, 
* The materials he had collected, and which were then only briefly 

alluded to, have since been formed into a highly interesting and 
attractive volume; and I earnestly hope for the honour of my 
countrymen that this work will have a much larger sale than it has 
yet met with. We must ever recollect that M. Vambéry went 
through the appalling difficulties and dangers, which beset his toil- 
some path, from a pure love of the science of language, and in the 
hope of tracing the root of his native Magyar tongue, Since he 
came among us he has so endeared himself to us’ by his agree- 
able conversation, and has so charmed many a society with his 
oS SS 9 2 eS a cag SS 


* At that mevting justice was not done to the Description of Samarkand made | 
Fassian Expedition, consisting of MM. Khanikof, rican and some officers ; ie 
Imperial School of Mines, who went thither in 1841, at the invitation of the Khan 
search for valoable mines and ores, This work was translated Into English by } : 
Bole, and is in the Hritish Museum. All this was explained at the Bath Meeti 
British Association, at which I stated that | was myself at Orenburg in 184 
Expedition went to Bokhara and Samarkand, | 
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is) New Publications. elxy 


sparkling anecdotes,that we are no longer surprised that he conld 
pass unscathed through the deserts of the Oxus, or obtain the 
marked notice of a great Khan amid the palaces of Samarkand. 
Justly, therefore, has the Council acted in awarding a recompense 
to this bold traveller, who, as I have already said, might have 
obtained a Gold Medal at my hands, if, as a holy Dervish, he 
had not been interdicted from practising what would be considered 
the “black art” among Mahomedans—the taking of any of those 
observations which Geographers require. 

The ‘Travels and Researches in the Island of Crete,” by 
Captain T, A, B. Spratt, 2.5,, isa work which will rivet the attention 
and enrich the minds of varigus readers, whether they be antiquaries 
and scholars, or geographers and men of other sciences. Well may — 
I have spoken elsewhere in this Address, of that highly-instructed 
branch of the Royal Navy, the Surveyors; for here we see pro- 
duced by one of them a masterly illustration of the physical geo- 
graphy, geology, archmology, natural history, and scenery of the 
diversified island of Crete. In his accurate nautical chart, giving 
the outlines of the land, and the soundings around this broken 
and deeply-indented island, as seen in the geological maps published 
in these volumes, the author clearly sustains, by data exposed 
along the shores of Crete, the law laid down by De Saussure on 
the southern side of the maritime Alps, that the highest and 
steepest parts of a coast are always flanked by the deepest waters, 
Detailing the geological structure of the island, from the older rocks 
which rise to the summit of Mount Ida to the most recent deposits * 
on the seashore, Captain Spratt adduces physical evidences to 
prove that considerable elevations of the island, as seen in many 
places, have taken place within the historic period. This is demon- 
strated by the marks of the old sea-level, made when the sea 
covered the ancient port of Phalasarna, which has been raised up 
and constitutes dry land. In this way the importance of geological 
knowledge to guide archwologists is demonstrated ; for our associate 
explains to us the changed form and outlines of old ports and cities, 
in a way which his predecessors, however learned, could not have 
applied, for want of geological knowledge. This work must indeed 
be warmly welcomed by all comparative geographers; and if that 
great scholar, our deceased associate Leake, were still among us, he 
would be the first to eulogise it. 

When we consider the severe nautical duties which have been 
performed by Captain Spratt, and know that he is the officer, who, 
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called away from peaceful, scientific efforts, so distinguished. himself 
afterwards in the late war, by boldly and accurately determining 
the soundings along the coasts of the Crimea, and under the enemy's 
batteries at Kinburn, thus leading in our fleet to act with effect, we 
cannot too much admire the many fine qualities which are com- 
bined in this gallant seaman, Let me say, asa geologist, that no 
portion of these most interesting volumes has more sincerely 
gratified me, than the manner in which the author enunciates and 
identifies himself with the views and observations of that profound 
naturalist Edward Forbes, who was for some time his companion. 
We must never forget, that, without the deep-sea soundings and 
dredgings conducted by Captain Spratt, we should never have 
obtained the grand views of Edward Forbes on the submarine zones 
inhabited by different classes of animals, which established an 
entirely new phase in the inductive reasoning of geologists, who, 
after all, are but physical geographers * of former conditions of the 
earth's surface, : 

Another work to which I specially invite your attention (and I 
have already alluded to it in my observations upon Africa), is one 
about to be issued by Dr. Livingstone, under the title of * The 
Zambesi and its Tributaries,’ and to the pages of which I have had 
access. Suppressing as much as possible the details of travel, and 
condensing into a single volume a narrative of his labours since we 
wished him God speed at our great festival in 1858, and of his 
method of overcoming the many difficulties he had to encounter, he 
indicates how, by ascending the Shiré, that great affluent of the 
Yambesi, he made, what 1 have no hesitation in saying, was the 
greatest and most praiseworthy effort ever attempted to. stop 
the slave-trade in the interior of Africa, Thus, the great and im- 
portant fact which is recorded in this book is, that the author was 
the first person who really tracked the slave-trade of Eastern Africa 
to.its central source. He next successfully showed that as his own 
great Lake Nyassa, and its affluent the Shiré, have for 400 miles in 
the interior, a direction from north to south, or parallel to the 
coast, 60 a small steamer, being established on these inland waters, 
might effectually protect all the central and western regions from 
the devastation and cruel forays of the Arab traders, to which 
they are now exposed. Then, how can we too much commend the 
warm-hearted and zealous Consul, who, finding that a smaller 








* See my Address of last year, Journal, Vol. xzxiii., in which Captain Spratt's Medi- 
terrauean Surveys are epecially alluded to, 
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steamer than the Government had provided him with could alone 
effect this great good, ordered, at his own expense, the Lady Nyassa 
to be constructed. I have dwelt before now with deep interest on 
the unceasing efforts he made to have this vessel transported over 
the long Murchison Cataracts, extending northwards from the 
fambesi; and assuredly if the territory had been adjacent to one of 
our colonies, or subject to British influence, the onginal scheme 
of my eminent friend, of nipping the slave-trade in the bud, would 
have been completely successful. 

In this volume, besides narrating the political obstacles opposed 
to his efforts, Livingstone describes the capacity for transport in the 
Yambesi,* Shiré, and Rovuma rivers, the capabilities of the soil, 
the nature of the climate, with graphic sketches of the habits of 
the people over wide and varied tracts. When it is stated, that 
the volume also embraces clear and well-penned descriptions by his 
brother, Charles Livingstone, and contains some of the observations 
made by the accomplished naturalist of the expedition, Dr. Kirk, 
besides numerous geological and geographical data accumulated on 
the hanks of the Zambesi by the lamented young Hichard Thornton, 
enough is said to ensure for the work a welcome and grateful recep- 
tion by the public. 

A very original work, and, what is uncommon in such subjects, a 
very lively and attractive one, has just appeared under the striking 
title of ‘Frost and Fire;’¢ which under the first of these names 
affords, by numerous illustrations, a strong support to my own 
glacial creed. 

Nearly thirty years have clapsed since I expressed my belief as 
a geologist, that large portions of Gritain were under the sea during 
i former glacial period when great icebergs, moved by dominant 
Arctic currents, carried great blocks and the Northern drift, lodging 
them at different altitudes on the sea-bottom of a sea, one portion of 
which flowed through the ancient channel to which I gave the pre- 
historic name of the Straits of Malvern.t I also then believed that, 
éxclusive of the countries in which it could be shown that land- 
glaciers had existed or now exist, and where unquestionably they 
had Bsomnrads and are producing, striae upon the murfave of ithe rocks 


0d thas ib is reelen cb te Zambesi seenery and the Great Victoria Falls, 
may be obtained by inxpecting a model of the Falls and their neig bourhood, now at the 
Keoms of the Soclety, constructed by Mr, Thomas Baines, formerly A to the Livingston 


by 3 Mr. John F. Campbell of Islay, 
See the ‘Silurian System,’ written in 1836, and published in 1838, p. 522. 
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over which those bodies of ice descend, similar markings and 
polishings must have been produced on a still wider and more 
extensive scale when huge icebergs, floating away from terrestrial 
glaciers to great distances, were arrested as they passed over lands 
which were submarine, and grated along the then bottom of the 
ocean, This view was subsequently extended in some detail by 
observations which 1 made in Scandinavia, Russia, and Northern 
Germany,* and in last year's Address I endeavoured to prove 
that, as regards the striation and polishing of rock surfaces and 
the translation of large erratic blocks, precisely similar effects had 
resulted from the marine transport of ice, as by terrestrial glaciers. 

But to return to ‘Frost and Fire.” Passing by the author's 

graphic descriptions by pen and pencil of the different effects pro- 
duced im juxta-position in Iceland, where the accretions to the 
surface by volcanic action and the power of repressed steam in 
upheaving the land are in such fine contrast to the éffects of denu- 
dation, I wil] now advert only to the iey branch of the great subject 
handled by Mr. John Campbell. 

The main points of the glacial theory which he puts forward are 
shortly theee,—As the Arctic current now flows from north-cast to 
south-west, for reasons which he illustrates by various ingenious 
diagrams and contrivances, and as it now passes from Spitzbergen 
to Cape Farewell, and thence along the coasts of Labrador and 
Newfoundland, into the Atlantic, carrying heavy icebergs to lat. 
36° 10’ and scraping rocks with them while lifting and dropping 
stones by the advance of coast-ice, so, as he argues, former Arctic 
currents bearing heavy ice-floats must have flowed from north east 
to south-west, ever since the general climate of the world and dis- 
tribution of sea near the poles were in anything like their present 
conditions. 

As a glacial period now exists in Greenland, so a glacial period, 
he thinks, existed in Scandinavia and in Britain, when portions only 
of those lands were above water, and while the sea was open to an 
Arctic current. He tries to prove that such Arctic current laden 
with ice flowed over Lapland, down the Baltic, and over the British 
Isles ¢ at a comparatively late period ; and he argues that the glacial 
period in Britain probably ended when certain lands had so risen as 
to turn the cold stream with its climate westward, and so transfer 


* See" Rusdla in Europe and the Ural Mountains,” vol. i, Pp 5OT-557. 

t Ifthe muti had read : Feumcigy and the Ural Mountaina, 1; would not hare Fad lewd fin 
recognise how my colleagues and myself had shown that the northern glacial drift 
covered all Northen Russia in Europe and Northern Germany, 
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the glacial period of Scandinavia to Greenland. He endeavours to 
show in detail that strim better preserved than many sculptures of 
the historic period, exist on the tops of isolated hills 2000 feet high, 
in Connemara, Ireland, and on watersheds and passes in Wales, Scot- 
land, Scandinavia, Lapland, and in America, and that these high 
marks have directions which support his theory. He has taken rub- 
bings from these rocks, one of which is given on the binding of his 
book. The author imagines that water would move as air moves, and 
for the same reasons; and that denudation by ocean-currents onght 
to give a definite pattern, carved by these tools on rocks, Trees bent 
by prevailing winds have similar bearings in wide districts on both 
sides of the Atlantic; and so have many large systems of mountains 
and hollows which are attributed to denudation. He thinks that 
ocean-currents and climates similar to those which now exist, but 
differing in position, are sufficient to account for some ice-marks 
which no ordinary glacier could possibly have made, namely, stria 
running horizontally along hill-sides, and over high points, as 
they do in Ireland and elsewhere, At the same time, he is fully 
acquainted with the effects of the action of glaciers on rocks, and 
illustrates his views by characteristic sketches: whilst, in citing 
numerous data in support of his view, he denies that existing rivers 
have produced great valleys or deep rock-basins; and thus his 
observations are quite in harmony with the conclusions given in 
my last year's * Address.’ 

Visiting Labrador last summer, the author's views were strongly 
eonfirmed by what he there saw of the action of floating coast-ice ; 
and in reference to the vast region of North America, he adopta 
the opinion I have long entertained, that the chief striation of its 
rocks and the distribution of northern blocks over so immense an 
area was produced when the country lay under the waters, rather 
than adopt what seems to me an extravagant hypothesis, that in 
former times a vast glacier extended from the North Pole to Georgia 
in the Southern division of the United States, or over much more 
than the half of the northern hemisphere; to say nothing of the 
non-existence of any lofty mountains on the north, from which such 
a monster glacier could have been propelled from north to south 
and have passed over higher lands in its southern progress. As 
many general readers will doubtless be gratified in perusing the 
telling anecdotes related by the author—whether derived from 
scenes in his own native Highlands, or from Lapland, Norway, the 
Alps, the Mediterranean, or North America—so I also believe that 
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geologists and physical geographers will find in the work * Frost 
and Fire’ a fund of original thought, which must act as a stimulus 
to the production of many most important results, 


Conelusion.—Having now adverted to many of the leading geo- 
graphical advances made by our countrymen sinee the origin of this 
Society, let me say that great as these steps have been, they still 
leave countless unvisited fields fur the researches of ourselves and 
SUCCESSUTE. | . 

Thus, although a very large portion of Australia has in com- 
“paratively few years been more or less explored, yet we know 
that the spaces which lie between the routes taken by various tra- 
vellers in the interior of that continent are of vast width, and that an 
enormous region entirely unknown separates the colonies of South 
and West Australia, whilst a large portion of the north coast, with 
its fine bays and headlands, has still to be surveyed and occupied. 

In North America much stout work remains to oceupy for many a 
year the most ardent explorers. For, although a great deal has been 
done by the enterprising travellers and geographers of the United 
States, and that the great territory of the Hudson Bay Company 
has been eo much and so well examined since the days of Mackenzie, 
we have recently seen how a zealous young English nobleman 
and his companion * could bring to us fresh knowledge respecting 
the western side of the Rocky Mountains and a portion of British 
Columbia, 

As to South Atherica, we obtained proofs, even at our last mect- 
ing but one, of the imperfect acquaintance we possess of jm- 
portant parts of New Granada, now styled the United States of 
Columbia. Mr. Laurence Oliphant, indeed, recalled our attention to 
the often-disputed question as to the best and most feasible passage 
for ships or by rail across the Central American isthmus, and 
made us regret that in the very parallel where the Atlantic and 
Pacific approach nearest each other there, i « between the 
River Bayanos and Mandinga Bay, no European had traversed tho 
intervening short space of 15 miles.t If we cast our eye on the 
map, and take the works of Humboldt and others in hand, we 
shall then see what great lacuna have to be filled in on either side 
of the Andes, and what a prodigiously large portion of the interior of 











* Viscount Milton nad Dr. Cheadle; whose work, entitlel “The North-west Pamoge by 
Land," is jost about dp! Lia See also * Proceedings,’ vol, ix, p. 17. ge by 

¢ On this occasion (ieneral Mosquera, Minister of the United States of Columbia at 
our court, was present and addressed the Meeting, 
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Brazil, La Plata, and Patagonia, are still virgin fields. One of these 
desiderata is, I rejoice to say, about to be supplied, particularly 
as respects Natural History exploration. My eminent friend Pro- 
fessor Agassiz, at the head of a well-organised expedition sent forth 
by the city of Boston, and encouraged by our Honorary Member 
the enlightened Emperor of Brazil, is about to ascend the Hiver 
Amazon and its upper tributary the Huallaga, and thence to cross 
the Andes to Lima, Returning to the cordillera and examining the 
environs of the lofty lake of ‘Titicaca, Agassiz will recur to a line of 
research in which he was much distinguished in former years, and 
will endeavour to trace the lowest limits of the old glaciers of 
the Andes which he is led to believe must have existed in earlier 
times, but of which no traveller has as yet discovered a trace. 
Having satisfied himself on this point, he will return by following 
the course of the Mudeira, a great affluent of the Amazon. 

Looking to the wide spaces in the interior of Brazil, which are as 
yet occupied bya scattered population of Indians only, we may natu- 
rally expect that our enterprising Medallist Captain Burton, who is 
about to proceed to Santos as Her Majesty's Consul, may, under the 
patronage of the Emperor of Brazil, be enabled to gather for us many 
good additions to our present stock of knowledge respecting those 
extensive countries. In New Granada we want accurate deserip- 
tions of the cordilleras, while the great plains and mighty rivers 
to the eastward have not been traversed since the days of the 
searchers for El Dorado. The same may be said of Ecuador, Peru, 
and Bolivia, ‘The Purns and other grand afiluents of the Amazon 
are still practically unknown. In Southern Brazil, and especially 
in the Gran Chacu, wide tracts of country await exploration. In 
fact there are many thousands of square miles in South America 
that are almost as little known now as when the Spanish con- 
querors first landed in the New World, 

If we turo to Asia, even that seat of the oldest civilisations 
presents to the eye of the geographer as many ¢err@ incognita as 
Australia, Africa, and America. 

In the huge empire of China and its dependencies what numerous 
journeys must yet be made to test the value of the recitals of Klap- 
roth and other Chinese scholars respecting regions which have not 
been visited by Europeans since the days of Marco Polo, except by 
Hue and Gabet, whose works, however interesting in other respects, 
have failed in affording any sound geographical knowledge. 

Among the undescribed tracts dependent upon China is, for 
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example, the great peninsula of the Korea lying between China 
proper and Japan, Extending over 10° of latitude (from 33° to 43° 
north lat.), this temperate country, known to be the seat of rich mines, 
much agricultural produce, and certain branches of manufacture, has 
hitherto been as completely shut out from Europe as Japan was until 
recently. Our Associate, Captain Allen Young, so admired for his 
Arctic services, has led the way in suggesting the desirableness of 
opening out a commercial intercourse with the capital of the Korea, 
Twice conquered by the Japanese, the Koreans are now tributary te 
China ; ingots, furs, and other articles being annually sent as tribute 
to l’ekin, with which capital they also keep up a trade in carts which 
travel round the head of the great gulf of Leotung,* 

Now, inasmuch as European and American Governments have 
established commercial relations with the Chinese on the one hand 
and with the Japanese on the other, it seems almost certain, that 
with such a tempting intermediate prize stretched out before them, 
and along the coasts of which they are constanily sailing, specu- 
lative mariners and adventurers will ere long obtain the means of 
trading with this new land of promise, As, however, the current 
of public opinion in this country, differing widely as it does from 
that which prevailed in the days of Queen Elizabeth, is strongly 
opposed. to any attempt being made to open forcibly new marts 
for trade, 1 apprehend that our Government would be under the 
necessity of discouraging any isolated efforts of individuals which 
might lead to political difficulties in the far East. At the same 
time there cun be little doubt that any strong nation, not imbued 
with such scruples, may easily compel the Koreans to open their 
country and listen to pleas which no niere diplomacy nor private 
endeavours could possibly bring about. As soon, then, as this 
opening is made, geographers will have a grand new field for their 
researches, and they will verify or modify the stories which have 
been told us of the populous towns, rich productions, large navigable 
streams, and varied scenery of a peninsula as large as Great Britain! 

With regard to other parts of Asia I may first point to New 
Guinea and here express my thanks to Sir Charles Nicholson for 
having specially called the attention of our Council to the importance 
of extending a survey of the accessible parts of this almost un- 
known land, lying within a few hours’ sail of the north-eastern 





* Captain Sberard Osborn informs me that when he was in Pekin he found ithe 
ctabuciger > ssrmszeradlctn Korea yon with the following products of that country + 
tobucce of first-rate quality, of great variely, woods of preat use. short + wilk 
id ear telcaaee ee ys Bt » thort-staple silk, 
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promontory of Australia, This large island stretches from the 
Equator to between the 8th and 9th degrees of south latitnde, 
possesses a length of 1400 miles, with an area twice that of the 
British Islands, Yet in looking over our volumes I discover but 
three notices respecting New Guinea. The first of these is a 
short notice, by the late Admiral Washington, of what the Dutch 
had been doing, and admitting that we ourselves had done nothing 
since the time of Dampier; since then, however, our surveying 
vessels the Fly, under Captain Blackwood, and the Saftlesnake, 
under Captain Owen Stanley, have surveyed large portions of the 
coast. ‘The second notice is by Mr. Macgillivray, the naturalist of 
Captain Stanley's expedition, and the last by Mr. Alfred Wallace. 

The Dutch have been more enterprising than ourselves, for 
between the years 1828 and 1855 they sent three different expe- 
ditions to New Guinea, which surveyed some portions of its little- 
known south-western coast, on which they made unsuccessful 
attempts to form settlements, being baffled by the insalubrity of its 
climate, The sum of our present knowledge of New Guinea 1s, that 
it is sparsely inhabited by stalwart negro savages, in a lower con- 
dition than the hunting tribes of North America; that, with some 
exceptions, it is clothed with a primeval forest, and that in its 
interior there exists a high mountain range, supposed to be of 
such elevation as to be snow-clad throughout the year. Its north- 
western peninsula produces ornamental feathers and the true 
aromatic nutmegs, once so esteemed but now so neglected. Of 
the mineral products of New Guinea we know nothing; but the 
survey of a coast which extends over some three thousand miles, 
even if we should be unable to penetrate far mto the mterior, well 
deserves the consideration of Geographers, to say nothing of the 
commercial advantages which may follow. 

The next neglected country to which I would call yourattention is 
the great group of the Philippines, consisting, according to Spanish 
estimate, of 400 inhabited islands, one of which is one-half larger 
than Ireland, and the whole containing (exclusive of mountain 
negroes) a population of the Malayan race, amounting to 5,000,000, 
tolerably civilised and converted to Christianity. Concerning this 
mighty archipelago of the Philippines, which is within a couple of 
days’ steaming of China, of five days’ steaming of our own settle- 
ments, and with which, exclusive of the Indian trade, we carry 
on a direct commerce of the annual value of above two millions and 
a half, there is not a single paper in our records, 
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Finally, the empire of Japan remains for interior exploration, with 
its computed 30,000,000 of people, the most ingenious and industrious 
of all the nations of Asia next to the Chinese, Our direct commerce 
with Japan is already of the value of a million and a half. the 
Japanese exports consisting chiefly of tea and silk,—commodities 
which the Japanese never exported before, and which must, there- 
fore, be considered ag the’ offspring of their newly-stimulated 
industry. Respecting this great country there are but two Papers 
in our records, one by our Consul at Hakodade, the port of the 
barbarous island of Yedo, and one by our distinguished Associate, 
Sir Rutherford Aleock, now happily for our science and the public 
weal, promoted to the Chinese Embassy. 

Looking next to Arabia, let me remind you that it is only a year 
ago since we obtained a first glimpse of the nature and condition of 
the interior and its Wahabee inhabitants, throngh tlie adventurous 
journey of Gifford Palgrave. Here, again, we have still very much to 
learn; for, alas! we must confess that, with all our modern means 
and appliances, we are even now less acquainted with this huge 
peninsula than were the ancients in the time of their great geographer 
Ptolemy. 

Thad indeed the satisfaction of recently announcing to the Society, 
that this defect will in all probability be soon, in one essential 
respect, removed by the enterprise of Colonel Pelly, our Political 
Resident at Bushire, in the Persian Gulf, who not long ago visited 
and described parts of the coast of Persia, including the ports of 
Lingah and Bunder Abbass, and the remarkable saliferous island 
Kishm. Travelling openly, as an accredited British envoy, 
Colonel Pelly has taken with him into Arabia instruments to fix reo 
graphical positions, and men of science *® to develope the geological 
structure, as well as the living fanna and flora, of the great central 
region around Riadh, the capital of the Wahabces, This is an 
enterprise worthy of our warmest commendation; for it has been 
undertaken by this enterprising public servant in consequence of his 
reading our * Proceedings,’ and learning from them that we attached 
the highest importance to the acquisition of this very knowledge. 

Then in Central Asia—albeit many of our countrymen who have 
issued from Hindostan have done very much to clear away obscn- 
rities, we are, I regret to say, still waiting for the grand map on 
which, thanks to the energy and ability of a British Ambassador, 
the features of a broad band of country between Turkey and Persia 








* Mr. W. H. Colvill, Resident Surgeon, Bushire, and Lientenant Dawes, 
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have heen for the first time laid down.* Without reverting to the 
tracts between Russia and Mongolia before alluded to, there are 
countries of unmeasured dimensions over which no Geographer has 

I was, indeed, in hopes, as 1 stated at the last Anniversary, 
that, throngh the ability and learning of the eminent scholar and 
orientalist who I then thought would be chosen to fill the chair 
after this occasion, your attention would be directed to fresh fields 
of exploration in the East. And although Sir Henry Rawlinson 
cannot, I regret to say, undertake the duties of a President, I trust 
that, as one of our Vice-Presidents, he will so influence his old 
colleagues in the Government of India, as to induce them to cause 
an exploration to be made of the great unknown region between 
Hindostan and China, which is watered by the mighty River Bur- 
hampooter. ‘This project has already been much supported, and was 
about to be undertaken, when, through the apprehension of engender- 
ing political embroilment, it was abandoned. Considering, however, 
the peaceful relations which now exist between our country, the 
Celestial Empire, and Japan, let us hope that this new line of 
intercourse may be opened, and that, instead of weakening, it may 
strengthen our alliance with those remote countries, 

In thus adverting to some of the tasks which remain to be per- 
formed by Geographers in Asia, 1 may remark, that, notwith- 
standing all the labours of that vigorous veteran explorer and 
ready writer, my valued friend John Crawfurd, and of the sound 
naturalist Wallace, I have already shown that abundance of rich 
materials remain to be gathered in the Indian and Malayan Archi- 
pelago before we become thoroughly acquainted with the physical 
geography, geology, botany, ethnology, and meteorology of those 
highly diversified islands which range from Timor to the Philip- 
pines. The last-mentioned group, indeed, as I have already men- ~ 
tioned, is really little better known now than it was when dis- 
covered by the Spaniards, 

In Africa, notwithstanding the efforta of our countrymen and 
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* The production of this great map is exentially due to the vigorous and clear instrec- 
tont isened by our enlightened Associate, Viscount Stratford de Redcliffe, when he was 
Ammbasaador at: ! _ bet aa a cece Bara yiascg Prof aigatacan hen Nea 
surveys of Lieutenant Glascott, n.¥. In instructing Colonel Williams, now Sir William 
Williams of Kars, respecting that survey, Sir Stratford Canning, in a Iucid despatch, dated 
Dec, 9, 1848, thus writes -—" Nor is it too much to hope that, by bringing the local features 
ofa region hitherto little or notat all frequented by intelligent travellers tothe votive of the 
civilised world, your commission may assist in heave, Be phere of useful knowledge, and 
eventually in opening out new channels of commercial intercourse,” Let us hope thut the 
excellent maps resulting from this survey may at length be published by H.M, Government, 
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the researches of other nations, there are enormous tracts, as you 
all know, to which the first approaches are now about to be made 
by Livingstone, Du Chaillu, and Walker,* as well as by the spirited 
German explorer Charles von der Decken. The perusal of the 
excellent volume which Livingstone is just about to issue, with 
the assistance of his brother Charles, and the natural history details 
and descriptions of Dr. Kirk, and the geology of the lamented 
young Thornton, still leave the indisputable fact, that after all 
these praiseworthy efforts there are still large unknown regions - 
in Southern Africa, 

Considering the doubts and uncertainties which still prevail 
respecting the true watersheds of Central and Southern Africa, I 
proposed, as I have already stated, last year, to our Council that we- 
should endeavour to remove these obscurities by promoting an expe- 
dition up the White Nile. Certain political circumstances, however, 
seem to render it but too certain that the ardent desire of Geographers 
and philanthropists to have the region below and above Gondokoro 
properly opened ont as a highway of commerce, must for the present 
be postponed. Until some stop is put to the misconduct of traders 
on the White Nile in pillaging and making slaves of the natives, 
no hope can be entertained of realizing our anticipations. 

What we have now to hope for is, that the vigorous Samuel Baker 
shall have been enabled to work out in the interior and determine 
one great feature of the geographical problem which Speke and 
Grant believed they had solved. When last heard of, Mr. Baker 
was at Unyoro, and we most earnestly hope that he may have 
been enabled to settle the question as to the southernmost origin 
of the waters flowing westward of the Upper Nile of Speke and 
Grant, which descend from the elevated plateau in which the great 
Lake Victoria Nyanga hes.f 1f, throngh his researches, the waters 
flowing into the Luta Nzige of Speke, as well as those of the river 
Kitangule, are found to rise in the mountains seen by him to the 
west of Karagwe, one of the ultimate tributaries of the Nile (for 
there may be many) will have been followed to its source. And if 
those mountains really range in an unbroken form from east to 
west, as represented in the map of Speke, the suggestion which has 
Fa ie Ppl pre agar! 

+ It is highly gratifying to know that a Company has been established, which, having 
its head-quarters at Khurtum, intends to develope commercial relations with the interior, 
particularly with Nubia, | also learn that the Pasha of Egypt sanctions one of the 
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mooted of the possibility of the White Nile being fed from 
the Lake Tanganyika will fall to the ground. 

In the mean time, however, it has been deemed highly desirable 
to endeavour to determine the watershed of Central Africa by an 
examination, in the first place, of the region lying between the Lake 
Nyassa of Livingstone and the Tanganyika of Burton and Speke, 
by sending a well-considered expedition to that part of Africa, 
The Conncil, therefore, willingly agreed to a proposal of my own, 
that the tried and successful traveller Livingstone should be the 
leader of such a survey. On this occasion my friend will not have 
the disadvantage, which attached to him in his last travels, of 
being hampered by other duties than those with which Her 
Majesty’s Government may intrust him in a mission to the 
independent native chiefs who live to the north of the Rovuma 
River, and consequently beyond any district over which the Portu- 
guese Government claim authority." In addition to his efforts 
as a Geographer, he will at the same time be paving the way 
for the introduction of social improvements among the natives, 
by the promotion of fair barter and commerce, to the exclusion 
of the trade in slaves, and thus will act as a pioneer in removing 
those obstables which at present render the travelling of Christian 
missionaries into those wild and savage tracts, with which they 
are wholly unacquainted, not only a hopeless enterprise, but 
one which is fraught with disaster and profitless suffering. No 
one feels more strongly than the honest and long-tried Livingstone, 
that the introduction of a kindly intercourse through legitimate 
trade, and the establishment of confidence on the part of the 
natives, must be the forerunner of all efforts to convert the un- 
tutored negro to Christianity. That Christian missions may most 
profitably be extended into the interior from any settled British 
colony is, indeed, most true; and we can have no better proof of 
this than the great success of the venerable Moffat to the north of 
the Cape Colony. But such success could scarcely have been antici- 
pated from a Church of England mission to the Portuguese territory 
_ on the east coast of Africa to which Livingstone recently bent his 
steps, and in which few persons, except one so acclimatized as 
himself, would be likely to succeed or indeed to survive. 

In this new enterprise, Livingstone will first determine whether 

* . 1) Pa ae Wy 
set having voted S00 towards karl Kewell eo the part of fier Major's Govicameat 
before stated, took advantage of the opportunity, and appointed Dr, Livingstone to be Her 
Majesty's Comenl and Envoy to the chiefs of Inner Africa with the view of opening out 
legitimate trade, and. so check the trade in slaves. 
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his own Lake Nyassa receives any waters from the north, and next 
whether the Lake Tanganyika is fed by rivers coming from the south. 
He will then fix accurately the elevation of the Tanganyika, and, 
examining its western side, will ascertain to what extent waters 
flow into or ont of it, and, if possible, he will further settle the 
great question of whether any waters may flow northwards from the 
Tanganyika towards the Nile, as suggested by Beke and Findlay, 
whose views have been recently adopted by Burton ; or, on the other 
hand, he will decide if this lake is subtended on the north by lofty 
mountains, as drawn upon the earlier map of Speke. 

Nothing short of actual exploration can determine these questions ; 
for, it must be admitted that, though there is a space of about 
460 miles between the Tanganyika and the Nyassa, yet, if it 
even be the fact that the former lake is a few hundred feet above 
Gondokoro, it is just possible that the waters should flow north- 
wards from Tanganyika, provided there be an intervening low 
country to the west of the mountains seen by Speke and Grant, 
Geographers well know that some of the mightiest streams rise at 
very low altitudes. Thus, the Volga, which rises in the Valdai 
Hills at the low height of 550 feet above the sea, Is a fine flowing 
river for a length of 2700 miles, and drains an area of 400,000 
equare miles before it falls into the Caspian Sea: and thus it ig 
possible that the Tanganyika may be shown to be one of the main 
feeders of the Nile, and, if so, we shall have to admit that we were 
too hasty in our conclusions of last year respecting what was called 
the source of the Nile, albeit that no Geographer attached to that 
term the idea of a fountain or river-head, but simply that the Lake 
Victoria Nyanza was, as we supposed, the great water-basin of the 
mighty stream. 

Such, doubtless, was the leading idea of Speke; and if he claimed 
too much in asserting his belief that the Victoria Nyanza was in 
that sense the source of the Nile, the conclusion on his part was 
very natural, seeing that this body of water was so much higher 
than the low and far distant Tanganyika, and that he had observed 
lofty mountains to the north of the latter,* 














blished a pamphlet at Constantinople, which he dedicates 
to me, With every wish . this Venetian traveller should tana all doe merit for 
lahoura which ed those of Speke ond Grant, but in which he never reached 
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In taking leave of the consideration of the unsolved African 
problems, let us not forget the resolute and self-possessed conduct 
of Du Chaillu, who, having exhausted all the means he had ac- 
quired by the sale of his striking work on the Gorilla region in 
fitting out a new expedition, has actually proceeded from Fernand 
Vax into the heart of Equatorial Africa without one European com- 
panion—resolved to find some of the head-waters of the Congo or of 
the Nile. If he should be ¢o fortunate as to fall in with the latter, 
and should follow them to where the mighty stream becomes navi- 
gable, and so descend to the Mediterranean, he will have performed 
& feat which will place him in the first rank of African explorers. 

Among the desiderata on the eastern side of Africa, 1 must not omit 
. to notice the interesting field of research which is offered to the 
geographer, geologist, and naturalist in Madagascar. At our last 
meeting * attention was called to our imperfect acquaintance with 
this huge, rich, and diversified island in which our missionaries, and 
particularly Mr. Ellis, have so signally distinguished themselves by 
introducing a written language and by. inculcating Christian doc- 
trines. We may indeed rely on the ability of Dr. Meller, one of the 
companions of Livingstone, the newly-appointed Vice-Consul at 
Antananarivo, who is about to proceed thither to make such observa- 
tions as will improve the map of the island, made many years ago 
by Arrowsmith, At the same time I may remind “you that in the 
twentieth volume of our Journal you will find a small map of the 
island by Colonel Lloyd and Mr. Corby, and also an abstract of 
all the manuscripts, books, and papers respecting Madagascar col- 
lected during the long possession of Mauritius by the French, as 
made by our Associate, Mr. W. J. Hamilton.t 

I need not dwell at any length upon the subject which has of late 
so. deeply engrossed your thoughts, and was discussed at three of your 
evening meetings—the despatchof an expedition to determine the real 
physical character of that great area of the Arctic region which lics 
around the North Pole. It has, mdeed, been a source of the sincerest 
gratification to myself to’see how the project, started by our Society, 
eg gee en ee ce 
ttislationt tere pe “the Lew wig:ae great is ne af peak starr 5 aga still 
trust that Signor Miani may, by uniting his travels with those of Baker, render us really 
gon abled pa, etree physical features of the country south of Gondokoro, 

t hoes dient were brought to England by a former Governor of Mauritius, the 


late Sir it, Farquhar, and were deposited by his son in the British Museum, where they 
may now be consulted with advantage by any one about to explore Madagascar, 


m 2 


clxxx Sir Ronerick I: Murcuison’s Address. 


has been supported by the Royal, Linnean, Geological, Ethnological, 
and other Societies, To take a lead in such a cause as this, and’ to 
be the body which has striven to carry it ont by an appeal to the 
Government of our country, is at once an evidence of the high 
position to which our Society has attained. Deeply indebted to 
Captain Sherard Osborn for originating this proposal, and for the 
energy and ability with which he supported his own line of research, 
or that of proceeding, by a sledging-party, from vessels to be stationed 
in Smith Sound, by which the north-western flank of Greenland 
would be defined, we have also to record our obligations to Dr, 
Petermann for his advocacy of the search being made by pursuing 
the direct maritime route towards the North Pole from Spitzbergen, 
Your Council, seeing advantages in both schemes, would be too 
happy if, in the cause of science, each of them could be put into 
execution. Butif one only can be obtained, we must leave it to our 
rulers to make the selection. At the same time let us be just, and 
say that, if the plan of Sherard Osborn be carried out, it is to the 
energy and spirit of an American citizen, Mr. H. Grinnell, and 
the devotion of that chivralrous explorer Dr. Kane, that we owe our 
first acquaintance with the coasta of Smith Sound and the tracts 
north of it which are to be the route of the proposed expedition. 

Among valid reasons offered by the Councils of other scientific 
Societies, I specially direct your attention to the able appeal of the 
Naturalists made by the Linnean Society, as printed in our * Pro- 
ceedings ;’* and I wonld also remind you of the words spoken to 
us in this hall by General Sabine, the President of the Royal Society, 
anid himself the companion of Parry in his memorable voyages both 
to the Parry Islands and beyond Spitzbergen. In earnestly sup 
porting the project, he told you “that it was not to be supposed 
in the present day, when the interest in geographical and in all 
the other physical sciences has so much increased, that so large a 
portion of the globe, lying almost at our hands, should remain 
unexplored.” ; 

It must also be highly satisfactory to the Fellows of this Society 
to be informed that a project, which has been so heartily approved 
by them and the other scientific Societies of the mInetropolis, has been 
applauded by foreign men of aclence, who are thoroughly com- 
petent to appreciate the difficulties to be overcome in Arctic 
navigation, Desirous of ascertaining the opinion of that eminent 
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Russian cirenmnavigator and Arctic explorer, Admiral Liitke, now 
President of the Imperial Academy of Sciences at St. Petersburg, 
I begged him to lay our project before the body over which 
he presides. In this way a committee of distinguished philoso- 
phers,* all of them great travellers, drew up a report, which 
was cordially approved by the Imperial Academy, as communicated 
to me by the Perpetual Secretary, accompanied by a most encon- 
raging letter from the President himself, who assured me that the 
Imperial Geographical Society and the President, the Grand Duke 
Constantine, also warmly approve the project. Admiring the efforts 
we are making to obtain a North Polar Expedition, and thus add 
to the fame of former British and American + exploits, and enlogising 
the noble efforts by this country in the search after Franklin, the 
Imperial Academy points out what, indeed, I have myself previously 
indicated, that all our energies were at that time so directed among 
frozen channels between numerous large islands, as of necessity 
to prevent the examination of the region around the Notth Pole, 
which, judging from varions circumstances, is in all probability 
largely occupied by water, and, if so, less cold and more 
accessible than the region around the magnetic pole. Seeing 





* This Committee consisted of MM. Baer, Helmersen, Kupffer, and Saviteh. 

t No one who has frequented the meetings of our Society can fail to know 
with what sincerity and warmth the North American expedition, fitted out by 
Mr. H, Grinnell of New York, and so heroically commanded by Dr. Kane, has 
invariably been recognised by British Geographers = my own Address of 
1852, p. Ixxix.), Tam bed to recall attention to this act, from having read in 
the New York ‘Evening Post" of the 9th Maya eriticism under the head of 
* Aretic Exploration,’ in which the editor points out inaccuracies in Capt. Sherard 
Osborn’s allusion to the fitting out of the Grinnell expedition. Now, I feel cer- 
tain that my gallant friend simply meant to impress upon others the idea with 
which he is oroughly imbwed, that nothing short of a thoronghly substantial 
Government expedition, expressly fitted out for the purpose and sopplied for 
several years with provisions, can ensure complete success in a preat Artic enter- 
Ee At the same time I regret that, in forcibly illustrating that view, his 

guage should have been thought to criticise the deficiencies of the expedition 
fitted ont y Mr, Grinnell, persons who have doubts on this subject had 
only read all that Capt. Osborn said on the occasion, they would see that he full 
appreciates the sirentous exertions made by Dr, Kane under unparalleled diffi- 
ealties. IT have before stated that our kinsmen were the first to open out Smith 
Sound, but I regret that the only printed account of Hayes's subeequerit 
remarkable expedition mn tard west side of Smith Sound has but just reached 
me. From it | learn that the intrepid voyager went considerably further north 
than the extreme pout reached by any of Dr, Kane's parties; he also penetrated 
for 50 miles into Greenland to examine the Breat interior glaciers. Believing 
from the pressure of ice that he had nearly reached the northern end of Green: 
land, he suggests that the western or Grintell Land faces the great Polar Ocean. 
To Dr. Hayes belongs the credit of first pointing out the route towards the Pole 
recommended by Sherard Osborn, and I rejoiced in reading the concluding para- 
one of the article referred to, in which O stirring o peal is mace ty At ‘| 
to be first in reaching the North Pole from those high latitudes which it is 
their glory to have attained.—F. I. M., June 5, 1865, 
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that England has already accomplished so much in Arctic ex- 
ploration, the Imperial Academy feel, like ourselves, that our 
country should not yield to any other nation the glory of deter- 
mining this great geographical problem. The Academicians of 
Russia conclude by expressing their belief in the force of the 
sentiment to which our Council has given utterance, that this 
survey, in addition to keeping up the spirit of adventure in our 
navy, will be the best possible preparation for the future explora- 
tion of those Antarctic lands, on which, in 1882, the transit of 
Venus over the sun can alone be observed with accuracy, 

Fortified by such powerful support, I have, on the part of the 
Council, appealed to the First Lord of the Admiralty and Her 
Majesty's Government, enumerating the advantages to be derived 
from a North Polar expedition, and at the same time have trans- 
mitted copies of all the various supporting documents from other 
Societies, together with the reports of our own discussions, in the 
earnest hope that the numerous and powerful reasons assigned may 
bring about a successful issue. 

If, after all; we should fail in obtaining our request, we shall 
enjoy the satisfaction of having been sustained by the science of 
Enrope, and of having been opposed by those persons only of this 
great maritime country who sce no merit in any advancement of 
knowledge, if it does not carry with it political or monetary profit, 
Leaving, then, a more enlightened posterity to judge our motives, 
we may rely confidently on their verdict being given in favour 
of the efforts we have made to bring about the solution of this grand 
geographical problem, 


I have thus endeavoured to present to you an outline—most im- 
perfect, indeed—of some of the main discoveries with which this 
Society has been connected during more than a third of the present 
century, and also to sketch in a broad manner the many labours 
which have yet to be performed by ourselves and our BUCCESSOTE, 
In following out this plan I have already extended this discourse to 
such full limits, that I may have exhausted your patience, without 
touching upon many subjects of the highest interest, particularly 
as to the progress of our science in other countries, The con- 
sideration of these topics must therefore be deferred to another 
occasion. It now only remains for me to thank you heartily for 
the friendly support you have tendered to me during the many 
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years I have had the honour of presiding over you. Such proofs of 
your good opinion and esteem, as well as that signal honour -of 
having been named as your representative in the Royal Charter 
which constitutes us a body corporate, have penetrated me with 
feelings of the warmest gratitude. 

At the last anniversary I distinotly stated that I should be under 
the necessity of resigning the chair at the close of the session; for 
T could not, at my time of life, calculate on being able to continue 
to discharge my duties to you, in addition to official service and 
other calls upon my time. Besides, I conscientiously thought that 
I should render you the best service by inducing you to select a 
younger man than myself; and in this spirit not only was the 
arrangement made, but the very paragraphs in the Address were 
written, in which the merits of my intended successor, Sir Henry 
Rawlinson, were indicated, when that eminent scholar and explorer, 
to my surprise and regret, found it impossible to undertake the duty. 
In this difficulty, my friends so strongly urged me to continue to 
serve that I have consented to complete my biennial term of 
office; and I have now only to assure you, gentlemen, that if you 
should re-elect me, I will make a last effort during the ensuing 
year to promote the best interests of the Royal Geographical 
Society. 


= 


P.S. Since this Address was read, Lieut.-Colonel Pelly, H.M. Poli- 
tical Resident at Bushire, who has been alluded to (p. clxxiv.), has 
arrived in London, At our next meeting he will give us a sketch . 
of his recent important journey from Kownit, at the head of the | 

Persian Gulf, to Riadh, the capital of the Wahabees, where he was 
well received by the Imaum. He returned to the Persian Gulf by 
an entirely different route through El Ahsa to Okeir. Colonel 
Pelly and his associates have made many astronomical observations 
by night, unseen by the natives, fixing the latitude and longitude 
of places; thus contributing the first accurate data we have obtained 
respecting the geography of the interior of Arabia. Having also 
collected specimens of the rocks and wild plants of this north- 
eastern region, they have added data of great value to the original 
sketch of Inner Arabia, communicated to us in outline last session 
by Mr. W. Gifford Palgrave. 

This last-mentioned traveller has just issued his completer 
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work under the title of ‘Journey and Kesidence in Central and 
Eastern Arabia;’ and after a rapid perusal I can commend it as 
& graphic and attractive account of the habits and life of the 
Arabians, from the wild Bedouins of the desert bordering on 
Syria, and those of the territory of Djebel Shomer, and of the 
strict Wahabee Mahommedans who inhabit the powerful kingdom 
of Nejed. ‘Travelling asa Christian physician of Syria, Mr. Pal- 
grave necessarily had intercourse with a great variety of characters, 
whose peculiarities he describes with great point; whilst his 
sketches of the features and statistica*of the countries he pases 
through, including the coasts of Oman, and the details of his fifty 
days’ residence in Riadh, the capital of Nejed, prove him to be a 
most skilful word-painter. For, although there is not a pictorial 
sketch in his two volumes, no reader can peruse them without 
obtaining a new and clear insight into the present condition of a 
country never visited by any European writer of modern times 
until Mr. Palgrave made his bold and successful journey. 


Note on the Boundaries of Russia and Northern Turkestan.—A. résumé of 
the progress of Geographical Science, during the past year in 
Russia, would be incomplete without a reference to the very im- 
portant materials relating to the Geography of the Trans-Ili and 
Trans-Chu regions, which have been placed at the disposal of the 
Imperial Geographical Society, bythe military authorities at St. 
Petersburg. The new materials, which I take from the Jast 
‘Compte Rendu’ of the Imperial Geographical Society, received 
since the Anniversary, consist of a manuscript map, compiled by 
Colonel Poltoratski on the scale of 40 versts to an inch, of the 
southern portion of the Kirghis Steppe, or that extent of country 
which comprises the south-western portion of the territory of the 
Orenburg Kirghises or Little Horde, the southern portion of the 
territory of the Siberian Kirghises or Middle Horde, the Great 
Kirghis Horde, and the northern part of Western Turkestan or tho 
northern portions of the Khanats of Khokand, Bukhara, and Khiva, 
collectively known under the name of the Turan. This extent of 
country is partly conterminous with the extreme south-eastern 
angle of the Russian empire, and, in consequence of the Russian 
military expeditions of last year, has attracted considorable publie 
attention, In the map just mentioned are, for the first time, incor- 
porated all the results of the Russian explorations undertaken durin g 
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the last few years; unfortunately their results have hitherto existed 
in an isolated form, and are to a great extent unknown to tho scien- 
tifie world. 

Many astronomical points have been fixed along the course of the 
Syr-Daria, and on the Chinese frontier,-which will serve as a true 
basis fora map of this region, The astronomical position of the 
whole of the above-mentioned country, and particularly that of 
Western Turkestan and of the Khanat of Khokand, must be consider- 
ably changed. Many points must be transferred to great distances 
both in latitude and in longitude. The mountains forming the 
western branch of the Thian-Chan, or Celestial Range, form the pre- 
vailing orographical features of the region; these mountains stretch 
from east to west from Issyk-kul, around which lake they bend, to 
the lower course of the Syr-Daria, and were formerly known under 
the vague name of the Kara-tan Range. All the mountains of the 
Thian-Chan system may be divided into three groups: namely, the 
Kentechi-Alatai, the Alexandrofski, and the Kazikurt Ranges. 
The Kentchi-Alaitai Range consists of two parallel chains which 
gird the northern shore of Issyk-kul ; they are separated (to the east 
of Issyk-kul) from the Thian-Chan by the Santash Pass. Their 
extreme elevation is 14,000 feet, From this group secondary 
chains of mountains extend to the north-west, and form the water- 
parting between the Ili and Chu, The second group—the Alexan- 
drofski Range or Kirghisnin Alatai—the summits of which are 
covered with eternal snows, unites with the first or Kentchi-Alatad 
group near the western extremity of Lake Issyk-kul, at the Baim 
defile; from thence it stretches in a straight line to the westward, 
reaching Aulieta, and separating the river Chu from the river 
Talos. Its greatest clevation is 15,000 feet. To the west of this 
range, a chain of hills extends as far as the Syr-Daria, and a parallel 
chain rans to Djulek, both forming, as it were, a continuation of the 
Alexandrofski Range. Their elevation docs not exceed 5000 or 
6000 fuel, and to them properly belongs the name of Kara-tau 
which has been incorrectly applied to the whole mountainous 
system of this country. The third and last gronp—the Kazikurt 
Range—is situated to the south of the Alexandrofski, from which it 
is separated by the basin of the Talns, and apparently forms a con- 
tinuation of the main branch of the Thian-Chan, which bends round 
the southern shore of Issyk-kul, and fillé the territories of Khokand 
with its southern ramifications, ‘The disposition of these chains 
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also determines the local water-system, the principal basins of which 
are those of the Chu and of the Syr-Daria. These two rivers divide 
the region into two parts, into the country of the Chn and the 
valley of the Syr-Daria, both running parallel to each other. ‘The 
valley of the Syr-Daria extends in a sinuous line from the south- 
west to the north-west, the river Chu running in the same direc- 
fon, Both basins corresponding with the distribution of the 
mountain-chains, become contracted towards the east, near Issyk- 
kul, where the abovementioned ramifications of the Thian-(Chan 
converge. It must also be observed that the prevailing direction of 
the mountain-chains, both here and in all the mountainous parts 
of Central Asia is to the north-east. More precise data have been 
acquired respecting the Chu, particularly with regard to its sources, 
and its relation to Lake Issyk-kul, ont of which it does not flow, but 
with which it is connected by its upper affluent, the Kuternaldy. 
The basin of the Syr-Daria along its middle course has been minutely 
and successfully examined by Admiral Butakof, who lately commu- 
nicated to the Imperial Geographical Society the general resulta 
of his labours and of his explorations between the Fort Perofskj 
and Baildr-Tngai. After the military expedition of 1862 the 
greater portion of the Kirghises, who roam yond the Chun, 
trossed over tothe Russian side. The Khokandians, with the object 
of retaining the Khirghises in subjection, had erected a great number 
of forts or kurgans in the steppe. The principal of these were 
Pishpek, Merké, Auliéta, and Suzak. Auliéta, situsted on the 
Talas, between the valley of the Chu and the chain of mountains 
which stretches from Issyk-kul westward, occupies an important 
position, as it stands on the great commercial highway which runs 
from Tashkend and Turkestan towards Vernvé, Kuldja, and Semi. 
palatinsk. ‘This route is followed by the caravans of Central Ag 
when proceeding to Russia and China. Ona branch of this route, 
which leads direct from Khokand and Tashkend in a north-westerly 
direction to the point of junction of the routes of Orenburg, Troitsk, 





and Ufa, stands the town of Turkestan, which, no leas than Auliéta, 
* is important in commercial respects, and contains the most revered 


edifice in all Khokand—that of the mosque erected over the tomb of 
Azret Sultan. 
| 
June 30th.—Just os this Addross is about to be finally printed off, 
the gratifying intelligence has been received, throngh the Foreign 
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made the i 





‘discovery of a second great lake, whence the 


Nilo issues, and which he has named “Albort Nyanza. " Judging 
from the latitude (2° 17" ».) given tnd ebage beth telagrain, T have 
little doubt that this lake is the Luta Nzige heard of by Speke, and 
who enjoined Mr. Baker to explore it when the travellers parted at 
Gondokoro. 
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ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
DURING THE SESSION 1864-65. 


(Foruixa Vou, XXXV. or toe Socrery’s Jourwat, 
Pusuisnen Avan, $rn, 1866,] 





1.—On Lake Tanganyika, Ptolemy's Western Lake-Reservoir of 
the Nile, By Ricuarp F, Burrox, Medallist p.c.s, 


Read, November 14, 1864. 








wal aye wal ray Tay ard rhe ‘Apatias He eidcinoros Bon Fe paroyjid ran 
snunes: Gri ra “Parra... pawbdivops ape Mipwor de ab’ dy d Neikog pei 
- Moripg rvyrp, —Ptl., lib. i. oh i 17. 


tHe follow: contain a notice, rape phical, of a 
r ° Upper Sr of the Nile, Inspection and 


n fortnation,” be Cs Capt. J. H. Speke, Fn ‘wan "published in -the 
‘Journal of the Royal Geographical Society,’ vol. xxxiii, 1863. 
e sad event which cast a gloom over our meetings at the memo- 
rable Bath Meeting of the British Association in 1864, precludes 
the possibility of my entering into any questions of a private or a 
pomee nature. On the contrary, I would here publicly acknow- 

=F my recognition of his many noble elie coerenes courage, ene 

ree ee but I cannot « settlement” of t 
There are five objections to deriving the true Nile hon 

d Vietoria Nyanza. 

difference of the levels in the upper and the lower part 
of ss lake. 
aig, he Merango River rising from hills in the middle of the 


8. The road through the lake, 
4. The inundation of the southern part of the lake for 13 miles, 
the low northern shore is never flooded 


5. The swelli of the lake during the di period of the Nile, 
si: Roe onelling - 
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2 Burtoy on Lake Tanganyika. 


It may, however, be observed in imine, that whilst refusing to 
accept the present “settlement” of the Great Problem, I in no 
wise propose to settle the question myself. This must be left to 
wae * * * * * * * 

. The intelligence lately brought home by Dr. Livingstone and 
his scientific co-operator, Dr. Kirk, throws a remarkable light 
upon a hitherto dark question. It verifies in a striking way a 
detail of Ptolomeian geography, wotil now either ignored or 
accounted for by an error of copyists. I allude to the northern 
drainage of the Tanganyika Lake, and to the southern limit 
“ the great Nilotie basin, as far as the latter is at present 
(now, 

_ In a letter from. Dr. Livingstone, read at the meeting of the 
Royal Geographical Society, June 13, 1864, occurs this highly 
interesting statement :— 

“With regard to the existence of a | river flowing into. the northern 
end. of N oe fin Tenpanvike Dr, Lies was assured by all the 
natives of whom he inquired that there was no such stream, but that two 
small rivers alone enter the lake from the north. ‘The numerous streams met 
with on this journey (viz, the last in 1863) flowing from the west seem to 
warrant the conclusion. that no flow of water from Tanganyika is neohasiry 
ag it pg the great depth of the (Nyasen) lake and the perennial flow of 

Dr. Kirk, who makes the Nyassa Water 200 miles long by 
15 to 60 broad, stated, from personal observation, at the same 
meeting) = 

“As to a nver coming in from the north, the only ones we heard of were 
two small ones; one named in a generio way the Rovu, which simply means 
‘river, and the other, which they deseribe as a small river coming in from 
a tome 2 a 


Since that time;"Dri Kirk kindly placed in my hands, with 7 
mission to publish, the following valuable note :— ail 


“The region between ‘the Nyassa and ‘Tanganyikn Lakes being as yet 
unexplored, our knowloige of the animals inhabiting these waters becomes of 
‘some interest in guiding) us.to.a eolution of the vexed question as to their 
continuity or their separation. On the former supposition the Tanganyika 


must Gelong ta the Zambesi hydrographic basin, otherwise it will pass’ to>the 


We 2 or Bn) 
» When the Tanganyika was discovered, « collection of its shells. was fornied 
by Capt. Burton ;, the sam bes been dowe-on the shores of the Nyasea by 


vores these- there is no community of species, while both contain 
“Many new for pus BF eee 


* Among those from the Nyasm is one of a'type for the first time observed 





* My visit to the Rapids of the Congo River in Angust and September, 186 
convinced me that the north-eastern or smaller fork of tha: Ereat river issues ne 
a equatorial lake, quite anconuiceted with the Tangapyika.. At this moment |it 
may have been visited by my enterprising friend Paul du Chailla, 

f 





Burros on Lake Tanganyika, 3. 


in Africa, ee large and handsome it could not easily be overlooked were it 
present in the Tangnnyika, ' 





“On the other hand, Capt, Burton's collection possesses one allied to A 
species common on the Nile, and unknown on the N yassa. This favours my 
opinion that no communication exists between the two waters. 

“We now know that the fish of the Nyassa Lake are peculiar to itself, 
and differ from those of the Lower Shiré, its eles me aber is isolated 
from the upper part by a formidable series of falls and rm nile. OL the fish of 
the Tanganyika nothing is known, otherwise thig cendaphical question might 
be almost set at rest, | 

“The wide distribution of atimals and plants over Tropical Africa is in 
strong contrast to the very local and peculiar nature of the fauna of its great 


freadh-water lakes 
“ (Signed) J. Kink.” 


Dr. Livingstone personally favoured me with details concerning 
a weed from which the sepakants of the Nyassa extract their salt, 
That great traveller wrote :—*T thought that T had a specimen of 
the plant which floats ashore at Lake Nyazea, and from which the 
natives obtain a salt used in cooking, but I cannot find it, When 
chewed its taste is distinctly salt; Teo used in Lake Tanganyika, 
it may account for the freshness, thouch I confess I feel more in- 
clined to the theory of an outlet still unknown.” This remarkable 
lacustrine production is wanting to the Tanganyika water, and its 
adjacent tribes are obliged to transport the condiment from various 
diggings Ans at considerable dikes Dr. Kirk has thus 
exp wned the matter: re.) Ray Ve RET i 

Understanding now ° our question, I may attempt a — 
is a weed pithered and sttuied, w bocce show ce wan reli sorte 

© yaaa natives, is the Potamogeton jnafue of Linnaws, With this 
is often thingled. small quantities rorhnpe hecidontalle or Poncerd apiralis 
Where salt is plenty, have never known this used. the 

“malt is washed at the south end of the Nyassa, and carried up ite western 


© rl r 
- 


bank for ‘sale, It was a good way up the western shore, and at a distance. 


from any salt-washings where I/saw the weed collectisd, 
“ (Signed). >, J. Kia.” 
_ Thus, it is: evident. that there. is no: connection. between the 
Tanganyika and the Nyassa reservoirs, What, then, I would 
lL. 5 eeomes Of the surplus’ water from the “Tanganyika 
a : | isi 


In com with the lamented Capt. Speke I ex lored, in 
February, 1858, that great basth since identified by Mr. Hogg 
with the “Zambre” or ““Zambere ” of old geographers* We 
dwelt on its eastern borders’ till May 25, visiting pet 26) 
Uvira, our farthest northerly. point, about 10 or 12 miles from the 
end of the lake. There my hopes of discovering the Nile Sources 


7 * P. 4 ofa learned | , ‘On. some old: Maps of Africa in which the Central 
akes lid down nearly im their true position,” Prom the Tvansac 
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4 | Burrow on Lake Tunganyiha. 


were rudely dashed to the ground: Receiving a visit from tne 
three stalwart eons of the fobs} sultan, Maruta, the subject of 
the mysterious stream which all my informants, Arab as well as 
African, had made to issue from the Tanganyika, and which for 
months we had looked upon as the Western Head-Stream of the 
Nile, was at once brought forward. ~All declared (probably 
enters into, instead of flowing from, the Tanganyika. I felt sick 
at heart. The African’s account of stream-direction is. often 
diametrically opposed to fact: seldom the Arab's, In this point 
I differ totally from Capt. Speke. But our unruly crew of Wajiji 
savages would not suffer us to remain at Uvira, much less to 
‘netrate northwards. We were therefore compelled to return 
urriedly, and thus, ‘as I have related) (* Lake Regions. of 
Central Africa,’ vol, ii, p. 117), the problem was fated to remain 
a mystery." 

Res ing the Southern ‘Tanganyika, the Arahs of Kazeh, who 
have frequently and in large parties’ visited the lands of the 
Marungu lying at the extremity which faces Nyassa, positively 
informed ‘me (/oe. cit. p, 153) that the Runangwa or Marie 
River, which drains the: southern countries towards the ‘Tan- 
ganyika, equals the Malagarazi (or eastern feeder of that lake) in 
volume ;” and all agreed in taking it an influent, not an effluent, 
Had there been’ an’ important stream in that direction, the colony 
of Arab merchants winch for several years has inhabited Lusenda 
or Usenda;} capital’ of the Cazembe, lying to the south-west. of the 
Tanganyika Lake, would*soon ‘have found’ their way northwards. 
fhe same consideration ‘renders’ Mr. Cooley's confusion of three 
lakes into one a moral impossibility Like’ a navigable river in 
Arabia, such # waterway,'$00 miles‘in Jength, would have altered 
the state of the whole African interior: site 

utning to England’ in’ May, 1859, | I: found. geographers 
unwilling to believe that’a reservoir, 250 or 300. miles i by 
3F or 40 ‘broad, and situated! at ‘a eonsiderable altitude in. the 
African zoné of almost ‘constant rain, ‘can maintain its level with- 
out efflux.  Moreover,'they’ argued that the freshness. of. the 
water would under ‘normal: ‘cireumstances prove the escape of 
the substances washed down- by tributaries from the area of 

Sattecte. Hee 


The ‘ Journal a of the” Royal Geogra ogr phical Society’ (vol, xxx. 


* I distinetly deny that any “ misleading by my ‘instructions: from the Royal 

Geographical Society as to the Pesition of the White Nile,” left me Hnconsrians 

of the vast importance of ascertaining the Rusizi River's direction. The fact is 

we were helpless; we did our best to reach it and we failed. 

a First visited by Dr. Lacerda in 1799. Generally placed abouts. lat 8° 10' 
E. long. 29°. Of late years many Arabs and Sawahilis have settled there, 
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1860) lost no time in offering a solution of the “strange hydro- 
logical puzzle.” Earl de Grey's Address thus enters upon. the 
question :—* The configuration of the country to the northward 
(of the Tanganyika) gives us excellent reason to believe that the 
northern tributary is correctly described ; but whether the river 
mentioned as entering the lake at. the south does not really run out 
of wt, is a fair matter for discussion.” The visits of Dr. Livin 
stone to the Shirwa and Nyassa Lakes, then not thoroughly 
explored, the circumstance that. the three waters, Tanganyika, 
Nyassa, and Shirwa, were approximately at the same level,* and 
the possibility that the Tanganyika might be the highest of them 
all, afforded a satisfactory hypothetical solution, The connexion, 
with or without small intermediate waters, between the Tan- 
ganyika and the Nyassa, would account for the surplus waters. of 
the former, and for the non-variation of height in. the splendid 
Shiré River which drains the latter. 

On the other hand, Capt. Speke, shortly after our return, pub- 
lished, much against my wish, two papers in * Blackwood’s Edin- 
burgh Magazine’ (No, Ixxvii., August and September, 1859). 
They were accompanied by a sketch-map, in. which, to my asto- 
nishment, ap a huge range, estimated to rise 6000 or 8000 
feet, and dubbed the ore of Be rehoons! At hin the 
segment of « circle, it gradually shaped itself into a colt’s foot or a 
Lord Ghieneslor'e erie toes iter satiscenain cutoff all access 
from the ‘Tanganyika to. the Nile. ~Without recalling. to. mind 
things that should! be now forgotten, I must. record my unceasing 
struggle against the introduction..of a featare which wa frequently 
copied into popular maps \abroad-and at -home,t All that Capt. 
Speke could say of the Lunar | Horse-shoe. was explained in our 
Journal (vol. xxiii.) “Both the: Arabs and the, natives said the 
Rusizi (at the northern end) was-a very, large. river, much greater 
than the Malagarazi River |. .,.|/ for which reason I imagined the 
mountains encireling the head of the Tanganyika must necessarily 
attain an altitude of-from 3000 to 10,000 feet.”. ‘These heights; as 
the Editor of Volume xxxit. justly, remarks, were.“ not. shown in 
Capt. Speke’s map of the route-sent. home. after’ the Visit to the 
Tanganyika head ; nor. in, his: sketch-map, sent in July, 1858, It 





. Capt. Speke had placed the Tanganyika at 1844 feet abore the sea, Dr; Living- 
pray l, 000 feet of altitude to the Shirwa: difference, 166, 

t “We find in the centre of Africa 4 high group of hills surrounding the head 
of the Tanganyika Lake, composed chiefly of argillaceous sandstones, which [ 
suppose to be the Lune Montes (1) of Ptolemy,or the Soma. Gin of the ancient 
Hindes” (#7), Capt. Speke's.* Journal of the Discovery of the Source of the 
Nile,” Introduc.p. xv, In p. 263, he owns to having built up these mountains 
“solely on selentifje iphical ressonings,” ond he actually falls into the 
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was impossible to see them on either journey. In the first expe- 
dition “the alleged north point was ‘not piprodeed within 160 
miles, and the formation of the head of the lake prevented distant 
view in any direction: During the second exploration the nearest 
and highest point, the Mfumbiro Cone, raised to 10,000 feet, 
supposed to have been 50 miles distant, and the centre of the 
range is marked as 150 miles from the nearest point of the route.” 
In Capt. Speke's original map, sent from mespt to the Royal 
Geographical Society, and published by Mr. E. Stanford, June, 
1863, this moon-shaped range is not laid down: the name is 
iven to two parallel sierras flanking the northern end of the 
4anganyika, and far south of the position attributed to the Moun- 
tains of the Moon in his later map.* The objectionable feature 
was, after three or four years, duly rejected. | 
During his last march, Capt. Speke apparently coincided with 
Earl de Grey's Address, using these words (vol. xxxiii. p: d24) : 
“Tt was a pity I did not change the course I gave to the Marungu 
River (i.e, making it an effluent ‘not an influent), but I forgot my 
lesson, and omitted ‘to do so.” In his Journal (p. 90), he thus 
expresses himself :— Ever perplexed about the Tanganyika being 
astill lake, I inquired of Mohinna and other old friends what they 
thought about the Marungu River (at its southern extremity); did 
it run into or out of the lake? “And they all still adhered to its 
running into the lake, which is’ the! most! conclusive argument that 
it does rin’ ot of the lake.” © \A ‘truly extraordinary train of 
Pes) 30 a giatodet 
resently it became evident ‘to every peographer who cast his 
eye upon the vig eh by the Nile Expedition of 1860-1863, 
that the Rusizi River might drain the Tanganyika Lake either 
into the water called the Luta Nigiedtin edd soe gp by some 
other means into the White River, through the Nile. Many years 
o Mr. Marcqneen ‘received: from ‘a’ native of Unyamwezi the 
following remarkablé statement, touehin the ‘Tanganyika :—* It 
is well Bsthen by'all the petple’ there, that the river which rors 
throngh “Egypt ‘takes -its source’ aud’ origin from the “Lake,” 
Journal Royal \Geographical-\Soviety, vols xv: pp 371-374.) 
ptain er on ‘return from his first’ trip to the: Western Tan- 
yika, thus recorded! the ‘information: given by Shaykh Hamed 
in Bulazyim, a respectable Arab’ trader:.4 river called 
* Says Mr. Hogg (p. 88), “In themap’ published. by Mr. Edward Stanford, 
td yaa tac eae a ace ia, os me 
extremity of Lake Tanganyika; but in bis own ‘map, =“ aageeey in his Journal in 
December lust, Capt. Speke in the [construction of it oltered! their position 
hud inserted them arcund the west and north sides of the more northern Lake 
Rusizi—N.B, ree per a widening of the river—and has also given them a 
certain mythical colt’s-foot form." 
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Marungu supplies the lake at its southern extremity; but except 
that and the Malncarhe River on the eastern shore, none of any 
considerable size pour their waters into the lake. But, on a visit 
to the northern. end, J saw one, which was very much larger than 
either of them, and which Jam certain flowed out of the lake: for, 
although I did not venture on it, in consequence of its banks being 
occupied by desperately savage negroes, inimical to all strangers, 
4 went so near its outlet that I could see and feel the outward drift 
of the water,”—( Blackwood, Sept., 1859, and‘ What led to the 

iscovery of the Sources.of the Nile?’ p. 21, N.B.—The italies 
are my own.) Several authors have tly recorded their 
adherence to this opinion. My learned friend Mr. W. S. W. 
Vaux (“On the Knowledge the Ancients possessed of the Sources 
of the Niger,” from the ‘Transactions of the Royal Society of 
Literature,’ vol. viii. New Series, p. 29), thus ex esses himself :-— 
“I cannot myself help thinking that, this Luta-Nzige will be ulti- 
mately found to be one of a chain of lakes of whi 
pean as is the largest and most southern; the more so, as I have 
already stated I feel no confidence in the emplacement. of Capt. 
Speke s * Mountains of the Moon,’ which, on his map at least, 
would har any outlet from the southern to the northern lake.” 
Others, have hypothesized. a gorge or valley by which the Tan- 
ganyiks waters might flow (northwards through, the “ Colt's-foot 
tange, which has, [have said, now, been abolished. Mr. John 
Hogg, (doe, cit, p. 23)refers.to /his Plate TLL, a map published in 
1623 by the most distinguished geographer of his age, Gerhard 
rai “4th is. better huown by his Latin name of Mercator, 
ne having been the inventor of the geographical. Projection called 
afttsis hint, “In. this. system * Nils ayer Ptolemy believed, 
derives his western jfork, from,.an immense water named Zaire or 
Zembre Lacus, and corresponding swith, our Tanganyika. The 
eastern arm.issues from, + 4aflanLacus,..the,.Zambesi of some 
authors, and corresponds ,with,.the.lake.now, called Maravi or 
Nyassa. Another branch of the ‘Nalus, at;about,1° south of the 
Equator, flows from a smaller nameless lake, at.the north extrem ty 
of which is a place called ‘Garava.’”, Mr. Hog migaree this to 
be a corruption, of “ Ukerewe,” meaning, in ‘the local tongue 
Island-land, .. Finally.the south-easternmost; feeder proceeds: from 
a-lake, “the Barcena, whichis doubtless: meant.for the Baringa, 
for the word may also be written Barenca or Barenga.” _ It is 
clearly the Bahari-Ngo, the “Great Sea or Water,” yet unex- 
Hored, and placed in our maps as the“ Baringo.” “Dr. Beke, the 
traveller who had the solid merit of. s ines nt a feasible way to 
explore the Nile ate De Barros he Nile has its 
origin in a great lake (the Tar ika), and after traversing many 
wile northwards it enters igi fe lake which lies under the 





ch the Tan- . 
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Equator.” This would be either the Bahr el Ghazal (the Nile of 
Herodotus) or the Luta Nzigé; on the other hand, the Portuguese 
travellers were fond of distorting the Ptolomean geography. The 
same geographer, in an admirable lecture Jate ¥ printed," thus 
records his matured opinion :—“ Whereas in the Ma ) inserted iti 
the ‘Sources of the Nile, DT marked Tanganyika as being within 
the *not impossible’ limits of the basin of the Nile, | am now 
inclined to Blade: this lake within the probable limits of that basin, 
and to make it, in fact, the upper course of the Giant River of 


Leypt- 

An objection to the theory that the Tanganyika Lake drains 
into the Luta Nzigé at once suggests itself, and it would be fatal 
if reliance could be placed upon it. I allude to the levels, Lake 
Tanganyika is allowed but 1844 feet. Capt. Speke (p. 332 of the 
Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, vol. xxxiii.) argues that 
the Luta Nzigé is 2161 feet,-or upwards of 300 feet above the 
' Tanganyika,» But his B.Ps observation was made at Paira, a 
station distant: from the stream, and even to obtain that altitude he 
was obliged to add the mean of certain differences, 365 feet: this 
emendation is not generally accepted. During our exploration of 
Tanganyika the state of our vision would, I am convinced, explain 
a greater difference than the fraction of a decree. Without 
relerence to variation of barometric, pressure, our thermometer had 
altered. from first to. last..1° (B.)=535> feet. On our return to 
Konduchi,a harbour on: the: eastern ‘coast, our BP. thermometer 
boiled:at 214°4F.). This: alone would give a difference of about 
1000 feet. .'Thns:the 2 sie water. was made 3550 feet high by 
the first Expedition. The second) raised it. to $745, and made 
it drain, by the Luchuro or Kitangule Ri ter, “ Little: Lake Winder- 
mere,” which’ being-placed at a figure of! 3639, thus runs 106 feet 
up hill. I. mayalso observe that! whilst the “Ripon Falls” (12-feet 
ugh) are placed at 3308+ feet! abdve sea-level, the “ Victoria 
Nyanza " rises 3740,:whiel gives: to: the surface of the supposed 
Pe Lake a difference:in level of 432:feet. } 

» Daddace-this ee manny oh show how unreliable are such 
Approximations of:altitwdes «It ia: } wever, gratifying to find that 
vaptain Speke places Gondokuro, which some! have rateedl to 1600 
feet, ata figure of 1298, whilet Mro@onsul Petherick (February 25, 
1863) reduced ‘it by a mieanscf three ‘observations to 1265.~ As- 
suming Gondokoro in about 5° x. lat, to be even 160) feet above 
sea-level, we etill. have from. the bead of the resiy ery Lake, in 
7 . nh 









3". lat. (8° x 60°= 480 direct miles), a fall of Captai 
Speke’s and Mr, ‘Petherick's shsorvations would give 590 feet, an 





* “On the Sources of the Nile,” £e. &c, delivered in the Theatre of the London 
Tustitution, Jan, 30, 1864, by Charles T, Beko, Esq., FH. D., F.5.A. 
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ample’ inclination. Moreover the Luta Nzigé is theoretically 
placed 1000 to 1200 feet lower than the Nyanza Lake, that is 
to say, between 2350 and 2550 feet above sea-level, and the alti- 
tude has been further reduced to 2250. | 

But truth to say, very little fall is required for the 200 miles 
separating the Tanganyika and the Luta Nzigt, and the want of” 
inclination explains the marshiness of “the sort of backwater to 
the great river.” A correspondent of the ‘Morning Advertiser’ 
(March 22, 1864), supposed to be the African geographer, 
Mr. M’Queen, remarks of the Dead Locust Lake, “at this point 
should commence the ek backwater of 166 miles in length 
towards the s.c.w. But bow are we to arrange the subsequent 
descent of the river beyond the northern point of this lake, To 
the point where the river is met with beyond Paira, 120 miles 
from the Karuma Falls, the descent is stated to’ be 1000 feet (say 
400 feet higher than Gondokoro), and ee oe 300 feet below 
the level of the north point of the Luta Lake. | How, then, could 
the Nile form a backwater for this? ‘This is not thought of nor 
explained, The fact is that this backwater expanse was, we 
believe, made out in London in order to cobble something like 
cousistency and unity, and also:to account for the diminution of 
the river in itude, which they found as they advanced north- 
wards.”"* Dr. Beke (docecit. p.- 25), on the other hand, observes 
that “Captain Speke rte the conjecture of Dr. Murie, whom 
“he met in Gondokoro.” - This backwater” enabled him to explain 
how, with a-fall of 2:5. feetoper mile, the waters of the river 
occupied 86) days: in flowing down: 200 geographical miles—in 
other words, 225 miles in 24 hours: 

‘Thus by draining the mee 2 nyika, so as to maintain its surface 
at an almost constant level, ithe meaningless backwater would 
resolve itself into.a linkin the: lake chain, the Nili Paludes of 
the ancients, now usually placed’ im w. lat. 5°. | ‘They are called 
immensas palwdes,t a title which they deserve better than the No, 
Nuvier, or Bahr el ameoali In Seneca’s: account of the con- 
temporary journey made. ‘the two | centurions despatched b 
Nero ad investigandam ve vilt, about 70) years before Prolemy’s 
day, we find that they travelled 800 to $90 Roman miles from 
the upper and more! recent Meéroé, that is to ay, reaching N. lat. 
3° or 4° (‘Nato Qumst,’ lib, vit chap. 8). The two a from 





"What, however, does the learned Heriéwer ‘mein by “ Selina Oros” in this 
passage “But lest we should be mistaken, we ealfed the attention of an Oxford 
scholar to it; and he told us that ' Seflina Oroe,' Moon Mountain, in the singular 
was the correct rending. Can this be rd rhs SeAqeyt “Opes of Ptolemy (lib, 4, 
chap. 8)? If so, verily, ‘Oros" hath been “translated,” ” | 

t Why this water, bse 160-180 miles long, should be called the Life Lota 
Nrigé, and where the Great one is, I am at a loss to determine. . 
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which the vast force of the water broke forth is a feature remaining 
to be deseribed ; it may allude to a rapid at the southern extremity 
of the Luta Nzigé.* ; 

The principal alterations which I would introduce into the. 'P 
appended to Captain Speke's paper (vol. xxxiii. Journal Roya 
“Geogr. Soc.) are as follows :— | 

1. Draming Lake ‘Tanganyika into the Luta Nzigé. 

2. Converting the Nyanza into a double lake, the northern part 
fed by rivers y a the western highlands, and the southern by 
small sce from: the south to = ser atari’ weet former in 
Captam Speke's book appears: to be merely a broadening, of the 
Kitan, tile River, and thus only can we explain the phenomenon of 
six large outlets in 30. geographical miles.+ He was no linguist, 
ani we find in his journal that the (Great Victoria) Nyanza may 
mean “a pond m the palace,” (p. 324)—“a piece of water, 
whether a pond, river, or lake” (p. 389), or “the Nile.” Despite 
the traveller's prepossessions, we find (p, 469) that. even. in the 
moment of triumph be asked himself if the volume! of the Kitangule 
River was not equal to that of “the Nile,” and he answered the 
question ina very unsatisfactory way. | | 

At will be: remembered that, during bis third expedition, Captain 
Speke, instead of striking as before the south of the Lake, and 
coasting or marching along it, nowhere sighted the Nyanza waters 
till he reached: Mashonde, about 50 sales south of the Equator. 
His words are (Journal, p. 272): ‘We sought for and put up at 
a village beneath a small hill,-from the top of which | saw the 
Victoria Nyanza forthe first-time on this march.” He had then 
left unvisited a gap of 2°.15')(=.135 miles). between this and the 
spot where he saw the Lake during the first expedition. Yet when 
returned to England ‘he at once ‘rejected the normal dotted line 











* At the cataracts of Mukedo, M. Dé Hono learned from the natives that the 
river fell some 9 perpendicular feet, and that four or five days south of these falls 
it rose from an immense lake into whose other extremity a river fell. M, Lejean 
at first conjectured this to be'the Nyanza. After the second expedition he 
aie the Luta Neigé, 6. tat. 0°—9%, ' (Bulletin de by Société de gruphie, 
jn Capt. Speke's Journal (p. 466), we find that the Waganda still call the 
« Ripon Fills” monon : : “Byrn 
_t Within a distance of 1° the map shows three first-rate streams, viz, the 
Mwerango, or Mwarange, the Luajerri, and the. Napoleon Channel issuing from 
the Nyanga Lake. I believe this to be a poy sical impossibility, and the same {s. 
acknowledged by the Bulleti i (pe 261). tap. 201 of his. Journal, Capt. Speke 
was informed’ by “all the men of the country" that the Mwerango rose “in the 
hills, to the southward,” or came‘ from thé lake;" and he adopted the latter, 
The * Westminster Review,’ vol, xxv. p. 315, New Series, suggests that Capt. 
Speke, yin po th his “ Vietorin Fayette: to be a single lake, was mistaken just 
as were the Mombas missionaries with respect to their Ujijior Unyamweai Lake 
I bad uot read that Iteview when the above was written. He r 
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that shows uncertainty, and inserted the regular survey trace. The 
northern water was probably a widening of the great Kitangule 
River, a projection of the extensive Luchuro Valley. He saw it at 
certain intervals as far eastward as the “Ripon: Falls;” but the 
“‘spurof a hill” in Kira shut out his view of the outlet of Napoleon 
Channel. On the other hand, it may have been. one hage lagoon, 
or several small lagoons. We may sci that nowhere m the cuts 
of the Journal (¢. g. p. 390) is a sea-horizon shown. If the line of 
water be continuous, how is it that the Usoga defeated Mtesa’s 
army, When a fleet of war-canoes could: have been sent? His 
actual inspection of the Nyanza was about 50 out of 450 miles; 
all the rest was hearsay, i é travelled in the conviction that the 
lake was on bis right; but he never verified that conviction, When 
living with Rumanika of Karagweh, at some 60 direct miles from 
the Lake, he did not assure himself of its existence. | The King of 
Uganda detained him two months in his palace without allowing 
him to see the water, distant a five hours’ march, The offer made 
to him by King Mtesa, namely, to send him home in one month by 
a frequented route, doubtless through the Masai country on the 
east of Nyanza (p. 2:4), points to a direct road which can only be 
explained by the separation of the Nyanza into two or more waters, 
So in p. 187 of Captain Speke’s Journal, Irungu of Uganda 
expressed his ‘surprise that the :traveller: had: come all the way 
round to Uganda, when he:could::have ,tiken! the short, safe, and 
well-known route rid Masai-land -and: Uso spr ara an Arab 
caravan had travelled..| His words are: He (Irumgu) then told 
me he was surprised that [ had come all-the way round to Uganda, 
when the road by ‘the Masai country was! sa much shorter.” In 
p. 130 the petty chief Makaka ag Bae tar Speke that “there 
were two lakes and not one” > unfortunately the hearer understood. 
that the Bahari-Ngo was-alladed to, At Mtesa’s court, Maribu, 
the officer sent .to feteh Captain. Grant said -he should walk (about 
half the way over hills and bad land) tothe mouth of the Katonga 
influent, boat it to Sese Island, where Miesa keeps all his’ ange 
vessels, and be at. Ritangule.River-in a yery short time (p. 317), 
This would also suggest the widening of the Kitangule: River 
above alluded to. In p."197 he ‘mistikés “the uhiadl-witers of 
lt: Jr the Nyauza,,itself, and .gives. a fabulous 
account ‘of how the fornicr lake bud’ **beeoume’astiall swamp.” 
its 425, urondi, who, had once. trave: led. to the. Masai frontier, 
id it-would-take a month-to- go in)-beats.from Kira to (the) 
Masai (country), where there is another Nyanza, joined bys strait 
to the big Nyanza, which King Mtesa’s boats frequent. for salt ;” 
but the same distance could be accomplished in four days overland, 
and three days afterwards by boat. In p. 333 he hears from 
“Kidi officers” of a high mountain behind the Asua River, and a 
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lake navigated by the Galla’ “inhabitants” in very large veeeels, 
but be never investigates the report. The islands offer a mass of 
difficulties, to be deplasaed only by supposing a shallow bed, or 
that they are part of the mainland. The group, forty in number, 
called Sese (p. 399), one of which Captain Speke (p. 276) placed 
opposite Kituntu, off the mouth of the Katonga River, and where 
the King of Uganda keeps one of his canoe-ileets, were omitted, 
against the explorer’s desire, from the map of the Royal Geo- 
raphical Society, also the Kitiri Islind (p, 399) on the way to 
Usoga, and the reefs and shoals (have Africans words for these 
fine distinctions?) are not indicated. ‘Then he comes across 
another mysterious island, in which the African Neptune, gussa, 
dwells. Lastly (p.492), there is.an island on the Nyanza to which 
Captain Speke wished his deserters transported. 

3. Detaching the Bahari-Ngo from the Nyanza waters. This 
reservoir (the Baharingo of M. Léon d’ Avanchers and Mr. Mis- 
sionary Erbardt, and vulgarly Baringo, as written by Mr. Missionary 
Kirapf, who: first heard of its existence) drains the mass of high- 
lands between the Equator and 3° s, Jat., and sends forth what 
M. Miani, the discoverer, calls Ascia or Acioa, aud which Captai 
Speke names the Asua. 1 believe sit to be the real White Nile, 
the so-called Nyanza effluents being of minor importance. “It is 
by no means improbable,” says M. Vaux, “that we may hereafter 
discover, a8 Dr. Beke has urged more than once, a source of the 
Nile in'a chain of mountains to the south-east of the lake Nyanza 
—a discovery which will confirm in a signal: manner all the essential 
inferences he ‘has deduced from: his) informants” (p. 24). Tn 
p 5998 of Captain moor Journal we are told that the Asua 
cannot issue from the Nyanza, “as its waters were falling and not 
much discoloured.” ~ | Yet in bis map he derives it from the Bahari- 
Ngo, and connects the latter with the Nyanza, directly contradicting 
himself Only by assuming the Asua to be the true White Nile, . 
and to head in highlands, ‘cam we account for the snows of 
4Eschylus (‘Aithiopis 'Fragm.’ 139, ed. Didot) and Ptolemy (ras 
xtévag, lib. ivochap. 8) with which the Moon Mountain feeds the 
two lake reservoirs of the Nile,! and for the express statements of 
‘Bron-Rollet-and other Piedmontese travellers, all of whom: trace 
the ‘Nile from’ ‘the ‘land of the“Madi’ up'to’ the mountains in the 

ith~¢ Lu plai "thd: Aish vith “White” 


Nile,* the colour of ‘glacier water. Dr. Krapf 





e 


applied to the! true 


— 


* The Bahr el Azrek, or Hine River, like the Rhone after issuing from the 
Lake of Geneva, the Bahr ¢! Aswad, Taengze, or Hinck River (Athara, Astaborns 
of Ptolemy’, so-called from its dark earthy tinge during the rains. The Bahr el 
Abyar, or White River, distinctly points to shaaieeater: A moddy stream can 
‘hardly issue from a lake. - 
“In a lecture delivered before the Literary and Philosophical Society of 


=.= SS 


drew their information from the: logs of traders’ 


‘& meridional range of Lanar Mountaius, 
ny su 


Bourton on Lake Tanganyika. 13 


also heard, when near Kenia, of a river running from. the south- 
east and forming the head-waters of the Nile. Since my return 
from Zanzibar in 1860, [ have never ceased to recommend a 
reconnaissance of the Nile rid Mombas, where a march of 300 
instead of 1100 miles through an easy country, at a far less cost 
than 7000/, would give very different results from the “gigantic 
ne fatuus” that has lately amazed the public, and has reminded 
1oughtful men of a similar statement, as ecstatically made some 
ninety years ago by Abyssinian Bruce, and as unreasonably 
feodived by the unscientific public. 
— Viewed by this light, how admirably exact in A.D. 136 was 
Ptolemy the Graco-Egyptian’s description of this mysterious 
region. His A/@iores "Avfpwrodayou, inhabiting the “ Barbaric 
Gulf"—lands between Menuthias (Zanzibar). Island <and the 
Mountain of the Moon (Kilima-njaro and its’ neighbours)—are the 
cannibal Wadoe. The melted snows have: been discovered in 
Chhaga by Baron Carl von der Decken and his lamented com- 
panion Mr. Thornton, despite all the dicta of Mr, Cooley. The 
name “Mountain (chain) of the Moon” is) manifestly a’ Greek 
translation or adaptation of Unyamwezi, which Mr, Cooley insists 
upon corrupting to “Monomoezt.”* Ptolemy places this chain in 
o7° &. long. and 12°30! s, lat., extending latitudinally 10° (= 600 
aoa to 67° £. long., ert ae 5. lat = longitude, as 
i", Hlogg suggests, might have been computed from S. Antonio, 
and thus would saueists 82°>and 40° east of Greenwich. This 
includes the ivory highlands of Chhaga, and the mass of mountains, 
Mfumbiro, &c., to the west! of. the entire Nyanza. I have 
treated this question at length-in my ‘Lake Regions of Central 
Africa’ (vol. ii. -p, 178),:and have not found reason to alter my 
pinion, The oider: theory: (see M’Qlueen’s * Geographical Survey 
of Africa,’ p. 240) which makes the Lunar Mountains extend from 
Camaroons in 3° 40’ N. lat, in’an 8. by N.,-and £.¥.8, direction to 
Guardafui, fapscby meres abandoned))/si) «i firs | 
As regards Ptolemy’: latitades, it must be remembered that 
he and his predecessor, Marinus of ‘Tyre(the Maury: of antiquity), 
-travelled on 


Neweastle-npon-Tyne, Mr. Brayley expressed the opinion, that assuming snowy 
mountains to supply water to the Aaa, that water must nepessarily issue from 
inciers: for from the relative propertics of fluid’ and ‘solid water, it is impossible 
for a body of perpetual suow—that “is to say of snow’ nt the lower limit of per- 
petoal snow—to become a body of water, without first passing into the state of 
glacier-ice.""—Dr. Beke (loc. cil. p. 26). | me | 
1, Uf: Beke, as ‘early ns 1846-45, before the Snowy Alps of Eastern Africa, 
Kilima-njaro and Kenia, were discovered, converted’ Ptolemy's latitudinal into 
de any such mistake; and I find. between ©. long. 30° and 40°, and 
from the equator to s, lat, 3°, a mass of peaks and highlands forming a remark- 
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‘the eastern coast. He places the Prom. Aromatum, our Guar- 
dafui, in 6° x, Jat, an error of 5° 48' 50" too far south, that well- 
“known cape lying in 11° 48' 50") This misinformation touching a 
crucial station from which his departures down the East African 
coast are apparently calculated, would necezearily throw out his 
lower latitudes. Yet if the great ee be assumed to be 
at the head of the Marnmgu River, Ptolemy will have erred by 
‘only 2° 30':—12° 30’ instead of 10° south. And as Dr. Beke has 
remarked, “The recondite Jesuit, Athanasius Archer, will be found 
right in substance if not in form, when stating, as he does in his 
‘Mundus Subterraneus’ (vol. i. p. 72 ef seq.), that in the Mountains 
of the Moon is the great Hiydrophylatinin’of Africa, the central 
point of division between the waters flowing to the Mediterranean, 
to the Atlantic, and to the Indian Ovean.” 

Ptolemy also shows an Eastern lake in F. long. 65° and #. lat. 7°, 
and a Western in £, long.-57? ands, lat. 6°, which is nearly the 
centre of the Sisky ecipea Lake. It must not be forgotten that 
some geographers have paprcsented Ptolemy's waters to be three : 
in one place (lib.iv. chap. &) he speaks of them in the plural, ai rod 
Nevdou Murat; m another (lib. iv. chap, 7) they are expressly 
stated to be two, évd Acurdy. But this might refer to two largest 
in a Lake Region where for-years every traveller will discover 
some fresh lacustrine feature. Well may Mr. Hogg—following 
D’Anville—conclude; “It must, therefore, be acknowledged that 
these accounts of Ptolemy, which relate to the. upper portion of 
the Nile to the reservoir lakes beyond the Kquator, to the 
head-streams of that mighty river, and to a range of mountains 
termed ‘of the Moon,’ from whence descend as well as from whose 
roots spring the waters and sources that feed those central lakes, 
are in the main correct.” -L believe Ptolemy's Niger to be not: less 
exactly laid down than his Nile, and that he knew more about 
it than E did before the days ‘of Richard Lander, And in 
-contiderice of his sagacity Iecannot’ but believe the Tanga yika. to 
vbe;the Western lake-reseryoir of Father Nile: 'The word “source” 
is expressly avoided, in the belief, with Mr. M’Queen, that a lake, 
punless it bea mere “eye” of water, carmot be taken as the head of 
a -rwer, though the river. may issue fromit, “Lake Baikal is not 
ithe ‘bead of the Yenessei Rivers Lake Zana is not the head of the 
Blue Nile, Lake Geneva is not the head-of the Rhone, Lake Lav- 
samme isnot the head a is not the head 
of the Bt. Lawrence, nor Lake Winnipec the head of the Sas 
katchewan, and eo! of other rivers on this globe.” *. 

» Twill now make a statement which to some may appear para- 
doxical, namely, that the real sources of the Nile—the * creat 


* See also Dr. Beke (loo. cit, -p. 25). 
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Nile problem”—so far from being “settled for ever” by the late 
exploration, are thrown farther from discovery than before. They 
are not, we have been told, in nudibus, but they elude our vision. 
The exploratory labours of years, perhaps of a whole generation, 
must be a before even a rough survey of the southern 
Nilotic basin can treat the subject with approximate correctness of 
detail, “Mais les sources du Nil, sont-elles. decouvertes?” 
epquires our fellow-labourer in the field of geographical science, 
M. V.A. Malte-Bron, “Nous ne le croyons pas.” No geographer 
does, no geographer can, believe in the actual “settlement of the 
Nile sources. That the Tanganyika is the Western “top-head”— 
not. source—of the Great Nile, and that the Bahari-Ngo, which 
j esas the ‘Tubiri, i Rin Taae I have ttle doubt. But the 
\reanum Magnum of Old-World Geography has not yet been 
solved. The old lines— nj “o 
“Arcanum natura caput non prodidit ulli; — 

Nec licuit populis parvum te, Nile, videre,* = 
have lost none of their force: it still remains to this generation, 
as to its forefathers, “Caput quw#rere Nili"—to close the Canon 
of Geographical Discovery. 








Il._— Notes ona Journey to Kilima-nidjaro, made in Company of the 
Baron von per Deckers. By the late Ricttarp Tuorxron, 
Geologist to the Expedition ; compiled from the Journals of the 
Author." 

Read, November 14, 1864, 

Tne narrative of Mr. Thornton, the’ scientific companion of ‘the 

Baron von der Decken on his first journey to the snow-clad peaks 

of Kilima-ndjaro in 1861, commences with the departure of the 

expedition from Mombas on the Kast African eoast: «The party 
consisted of fifty-eight men, including the -Barony Mr. ‘Thornton, 

Coralli (the Baron’s valet), three. leaders, five servants, and forty- 

“seven carriers, Seven of the men. were ‘armed sand ‘paid by 

Mr. Thoruton himself; one of them being-a native of the Palateas , 

named Sigwati, who had accompanied him. since he had left the 

Livi i expedition in that region; «| svons:) ovlet ol sah 
——- roi eee ee they commenced their 

mareh, and proceeded for the’ first two days, im straggling order, 

over the rugged hills and valleys which lead froth the coast into 
the interior. The country was: peopled by the Wanika and 

Wakamba tribes, and their numerous villages were mostly sur- 


* See Map, Journal R. G.8., wol, xxxiv. p- 1. 
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rounded by stockades, showing the unsettled state of the neighbour- 
hood The huts of the ‘Wakambas were of bee-hive shape, 
thatched with coarse grass having the roots outwards. The men 
are slim in figure, and are accustomed to polish their naked skins 
with a mixture of red ochre and oil, They wear a great many 
ornaments, the most conspicuous of which js a broad coil of thick 
brass wire hung round th e neck, nipping it tightly; and similar 
small coils fixed in the lobes of the ear. The front part of the 
head is shorn, but the hair at the back is twisted into tails and 
decorated with beads. ‘The women wear a cloth shirt, rather full 
from the waist to the knees, and are adorned with brass and iron 
rings round the ankles, besides the coil of brass wire round the 
flea aiailas to that which the men wear, 

After crossing the coast ranges, the party proceeded for five 
days over a gently undulating gee with tracts of grassy land 
and scattered patches of wood. Small herds of giraffes, antelopes, 


_And ostriches now began to appear, but the march was continued 


without interruption until, after a long gentle ascent, they arrived 
at the country of the Wa-teita, a well-made but short and. plump 
people, who oceupy the healthy table-land front which the mountains 








not more than 60 miles, in a straight line, from the coast, and 
rather less than half way to Kilima-ndjaro. 

The Wa-teita were armed with slender bows and leather uivers 
full of poisoned arrows, besides wooden spiked javeling and small 
swords. The women and children were covered with ornaments, 
tas collars and strings of beads round neck, wrists, waist and 
an 

The party remained amongst these savac for several days, it 
being sia object with thee Raan to eek Moces Kadisro aad 
take observations from the summit, Strong opposition, however, 
was offered to the project by the chiefs and people; and it was only 
after expending much in presents that one of the head men was 
induced to give the necessary permission and serve as guide, A 
goat was killed, and a favourable augury being obtained on an 
examination of its entrails, the part commenced the jour 
Mr. Thornton taking with him the i 


ALOT Ss 





teodolite and boiling-point 
aratus. ‘The path at first was well trodden, and the soil of a 
bright red colour. After a short ascent they came to a nearl 
‘perpendicular face of bare rock, which they clambered up with 
difficulty, and then followed a very steep rugged path cant 
yee por stopped by a chief who said he was the owner of the 
hill, and stationed himself with a party of men in the middle of 
the path to stop them. After a long and tedious palaver the 
scruples of the chief were allayed and the party moved on. Other 
obstacles were placed in their way by the two chiefs, and at one 
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time they were near turning back altogether, but they finally 
reached the summit, the cm ade of the aici being over highly- 
inclined surfaces of bare rock. A village of Wa-teita, governed 
by a third chief, and consisting of a few circular, half-rotten and 
dirty huts, was found perched in a nook a little below the highest 

ik. The summit was a very narrow, aTassy ridge. The wind 


_was cold and boisterous, and a heavy drizzling mist concealed from 


view all the surrounding country, According to observations taken, 
the height was 4130 feet, a much lower elevation than that 
estimated by the missionary traveller Rebmann, which was 6000 
feet. 

Three days after the ascent the Wa-teita showed signs of 
violent hostility to the party. The strife began by a body of 
natives seizing one of the men amidst furjous demonstrations, 

elling and dishing their swords. The Baron and Mr 
Ihornton rushed out of the camp, rifles in hand, and rescued 
the man. This had the effect of bringing a larger number of the 
savares to the 5 2 armed with their poisoned arrows. ‘Th 'y came 
down in bodies from the mountain, and on facing the Baron's party 
began chanting a war-son pacing backwards and forwards in 
cireles about the grassy undulating ground in front of the camp, 
and waving their swords in accompaniment to the chant. As more 
arrived they formed into three companies, each of which, in turn, 
advanced towards the camp in measured tread, made a hostile 
demonstration, and then wheeled round to the rear to repeat the 
man@uvre. Things now began to look serious, for some 200 of 
these enraged warriors were assembled: the Baron, Coralli, and 
Thornton were obliged to’ put themselves on guard outside the 
camp with their loaded rifles and revolvers, ready to fire if a single 
arrow should be discharged. As to their servants and carriers, they 
kept perfect neutrality, lying beside the fires inside the camp. 
Each company of natives was headed by a fighting chief, who led 
the chant which regulated their motions, and from the flanks a 
number of skirmishers rushed about, yelling, = ‘and flingi 
themselves on the ground in great fury, Aver | = Bil continued 
for a long time a’ parley was proposed, and it ‘turned out that all 
this rage u been excited by the mea ee made 
" uganga,” or magic, on the top of emountam, The * \ nigra”? 
(magicians) of the tribe edit thé most furious, and, on the Baron’s 
refusing to pay a fine for his misdemeanor, again excited the 
warriors to threaten the party. One of them pretended to throw 
himself into a frenzy, foaming at the mouth and rushing on the 
party with his sword; but he was seized by his companions and 
dragged back. Finally the whole affair was arra ged by a heavy 
Be owe and an exchange of presents. The warriors afterwards 

ada general fight amongst themselves, 

VOL, XXXYy, * Cc 
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~ (On the 11th of July the party left this inhospitable country, 
and travelled for two days over a dry tract, destitute of water, to 
the s.s.w. of Mount Kadiaro. At twelve minutes past seven, on 
the morning of the 14th, Mr. Thornton had his first glimpse of 
Kilima-ndjaro, its cap of snow shining brightly about 2° above the 
horizon. After four days’ march they arrived again at an inhabited 
district, the neighbourhood of the Paré Mountains. The natives . 
here received them kindly and led them to a good camping-ground, 
selling them provisions in abundance. 

The ceremony of blood-drinking was gone through with the 
chief, to seal the mutual friendship between the tribe and the 
strangers, The people were very different from the Teitas: the 
were lighter coloured, and did not shave the front of the head. 
Their swords and bows were longer, and their arrows had barbed 
heads, Each man carried a sal black clay pipe, and many had 
leather bottles to contain snuff. ‘The lobes of the ears were hung 
with large circular disks of ornamented wood. ‘The women wore 
ene ee ae tattooed on 

breast. 


On the 19th they turned towards the north, passing over 
grassy plains and several dry watercourses. On the 20th they 
liscovered a large sheet of water, called Lake Jipé. The southern 
margins formed a long y slope covered with bleached shells, 
both land and fresh-water. The waters were for a long distance 
concealed by a thick belt of reeds growing from a muddy soil, and 
swarming with waterfowl. After marching for several miles along 
the Eastern side they came to a place where the lake was visible, 
its waters rippled by a gentle breeze, and about three and a half 
miles wide. The total length of the water is about 20 miles, 
and the northern shores are fringed with gigantic papyrus, some of 
the plants 15 feet high. Herds of zebra and white rhinoceroses 
were occasionally seen, and the lower slopes of Kilima-ndjaro were 
in full view to the north-west. 

On the 22nd of Jul vet arrived at Daffeta, and were well 
received by the chief. The shields of the Daffeta people are made 
of buffalo-hide, and are 3 feet long by 18 inches wide, strengthened 
inside by a broad rib of wood, shaped to a neat handle in the 
middle. The Daffetas are great bee-masters ; their bee-hives are 
hollow logs, about 4 or 5 feet long and 16 inches diameter, but 
thicker in the middle. ‘They are planed smooth; a circular block 
of hs pis _ each end, = a number of small notches cut 
round its edge for the entrance and exit of the bees, a projecti 
piece of Be, panne fixed outside for the bees to alight va it 

On the 24th of July, Mr. Thornton, accompanied by guides 
wiven him by the chief of Daffeta, ascended a hill in the neichbour- - 

1, 2118 feet high, and took a series of observations, The top 
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of Kilima-ndjaro, now 40 miles <listant, shone out beautifully for a 
few minutes, showing streaks of snow along its ravines to nearly 
the base of its upper cone. Two days stars ards the party left 
for the village of Eessn: on the south-eastern slope of the great 
mountain. On the first day’s march Mr. Thornton obtained another 
and still better view of Kil ima-ndjaro, the whole of the snow-capped 
upper cone being distinctly visible. Many herds of clands and 
zebras were passed on the grassy plain which slopes up to the foot 
of the mountains, 

The nature of the country began to change on the following day, 
when they reached the streams which flow from the southern slopes 
of Kilima-ndjaro. ‘The ascent was steep and rocky, through dense 
wools, the river Goni flowing to the right of their pease! tines 
through a deep valley. 

On reaching the village of Kilema, which was surrounded by 
a moat 15 feet deep, fenced with a thick hedge, they were met by 
the leading men, each carrying a bunch of fresh grass in token of 
friendship. The people were in some instances of light-coloured 
skin: the young girls especially had a very pleasing appearance, 
many being lighter than half-castes, and having the hair shaved off 
on each side of their foreheads, which heightened the effect of their 
So fine, expressive features, 

they were very scantily dressed, and some of the elder women 
wore thick pewter beaks weighing 141b. each, besides strings 
and belts of variously-coloured beads on different parts of their 
bodies. ‘The boys and girls had, in some cases, iron rattles attached _ 
to their knees or ankles. | 

The chief of Kilema was at first profuse in his promises of 
assistance in the project of ascending Kilima-ndjaro, the highest 
peak of which was 20 miles distant from the village, over a 
mountainous country. He tried to dissuade the Baron from pro- 
ceeding to Madjame, on the south-western slope, whence the ascent 
was as practicable as from Kilema, representing that the chief there 
had no power, The Baron promised a large present, and it was 
avenged that two guides should conduct them to the peak two 
days after the new moon, when the weather would be favourable, 
Several days were occupied in palavers and exchanges of presents, 
and Mr. Thornton profited by the time to take observations and 
study the customs of the people, One day he visited a native 
blacksmith, and watched the process of making an iron chain. 
The workmen drew out a fine wire and wound it round a thicker - 
piece like a knitting-needle, afterwards cutting through the coils 
along the length of the needle with a small chisel, so that each 
pa pee coil made a little link when flattened. His forge was in 
a low shed, and his anvils consisted of blocks of smooth hard stone. 
The bellows were two long conical bags of leather te up on one 

te 
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side, the air being collected into one stream by a hollowed forked 
branch of wood. One of his tools was a simple and ingenious kind 
of hand-vice, used for grasping the end of a wire when drawing it 

Another day he ascended a hill behind the village, an altitude 
of 4744 feet, the road to which led roa plantations of bananas, 
which are very extensive over all the well-peopled lower slopes of 
Kilima-ndjaro. The upper part of the lull was. covered with short 
fine gr The view on the north and west was obscured by low 
clouds, but a fine sweep of country was beheld to the south, over a 

reat plain through which flows the river Pangani between the 
oar and Ugono ranges. On the following day, ascending 
another hill, the atmosphere was much clearer to the west, and a 
huge plain was seen extending from the south-western foot of 
Kilima-ndjaro toa very high conical mountain, evidently a volcano, 
but without snow on its summit. This is called Mount Meru, 
and its elevation is pepe of now feet: it lies about 60 miles 
from the main of Kilima-ndjaro. 

The Sultan PP Kilema failed in all his promises, and the Baron, 
finding it impossible to ascend from this place, resolved to march 
to Madjame. The route taken was a detour through the un- 
inhabited plain to the south of the mountains ; this being chosen 
in order to avoid the numerous villages and chiefs which crowd the 
southern slo 

On the oan day of the march they passed through a rugged 
country clothed with dense forest, amidst frequent rains (although 
this was the height of the dry season); the undergrowth was of 
grass and ferns, and the trunks and branches of the trees were 
overgrown with parasitic plants dripping with moisture. Beautiful 
flowers peeped through the thick coating of greenery, and the path 
was encumbered with fallen and rotting trees. The country 
became more open in the plain through which they afterwards 
travelled until they again turned towards the hilly region on 
approaching Madjame. Kilima-ndjaro now became again visible, 
the first time was by moonlight on the 20th of August. The full- 
moon rose as the sun set, and a large snow-covered conical peak 
was seen to the w.x.w., nearly as high as the real top. Between 
the party and the snow-clad peaks rose a high, even range, cut 
through by several precipitous ravines; the snow was seen here 
descending much lower than on the eastern side. 

The chief of een turned out to be quite as ill-disposed to 
forward the views of the travellers as he of Kilema, and in addition 
to the usual difficulties the party had to contend with the trickery 
and evil influence of a sorcerer named Nassoro, who imputed 
“uganga” to the instruments which Mr, Thornton used on the tops 
of the hills, ‘The greediness, caprice, superstitiousness and dis- 
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honesty of the African character, seem to have been displayed 
here to a greater degree than anywhere else during the journey, 
and eventually the Baron and his party were obliged to leave (after 
wasting a large amount of property in presents), without being 
able to effect the objects of the journey. ‘The nearest they could 
wet was about 15 miles from the summit, and an altitude of 4867 
feet: but they made numerous observations, sufficient to enable 
Mr. Thornton to sketch a tolerably accurate map of the group of 
mountains. The top of Kilima-ndjaro, from this side, appeared as 
a broad dome with a rugged, blunt peak on its north-west side of 
nearly the same height as the summit and sloping away gently for 
a long distance; behind the eastern slope rose the very ragg 
peaked top of the east peak. The snow showed beautifully on all 
these summits. The principal top had a good thick, smooth, 
coating of snow, with patches and streaks lower down, lying in 
ravines. Mr. Thornton calculated the height to be 22,814 feet. 
The Jagga range of mountains on the southern slopes were covered 
with dense sombre forests; their line of summits is somewhat 
regular and defined, but cut through by many deep ravines and 
narrow valleys. ‘The Madjame side of the cone was very steep, 
and Mr. Thornton saw three snow-slips or avalanches gliding down 
the slope and creating clouds of snow-dust; but he saw nothing 
like a glacier, ‘The rocks observed on the lower hills were vesicular, 
semiporphyritic lavas and other lavas of a spongy nature, showing 
the volcanic nature of these elevations. : 

The party left Madjame by stealth in the dead of the night of 
the 4th September, to escape being plundered by the chief, and, 
on a long detour to the south, arrived at Mombas on the 10th of 

ictober, 


oe 





Il.—TZravels in Kurdistan, with Notices of the Sources of the 
Eastern and Western Tigris, and Ancient Ruins tn their Netgh- 
bourhood. By J. G. Taxuor, Esq. H.B.M.’s Consul at 

Read, Jan. 9, 1865, 


Tue information contained in the following Lon a is the result 
of three journeys which I made in 1861-63, with the sanction of 
Her Majesty's Government, in the consular district of Diarbekr, 
the capital of the modern Pashalik of Kurdistan, and the seat of its 
Mushir or Governor-General. Originally undertaken for the pur- 
pose of obtaining reliable commercial and statistical data, 1 did 
not, nevertheless, neglect to note everything of geographical or his- 
torical interest, which either the reports of the natives or ancient 
authors had brought.to my notice. Such information could not ~ 
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fail to be novel and interesting, as although the cata has often 
been visited by European travellers, they have, most unfortunately, 
though far more able than myself to illustrate what they saw, 
scarcely ever gone either to the right or to the left of the common 
highway, and therefore passed by without discovering many of 
the ancient ruins and sites described in the following memoir, 
Much of this interestin ee ee the more moun- 
tainous —remains still unexplored ; but I trust at some future 
time to be able to complete a work which, under the circumstances, 
is at present unavoidably defective. | 

The province of Kurdistan, as it now exists, contains a great 
portion of the fourth Armenia, the whole of Arzanene, Zabdicene 
and Gordyena or Cordouene, and Northern Mesopotamia. With 
the exception of the latter, the general features of this tract are 
high mountains, enclosing fertile valleys, and an undulating upland, 
bounded on the east by the Tigris, and intersected at several points 
by numerous streams, having their rise in the mountainous dis- 
tricts of the Pashalik, and emptying: themselves into that river. 
The scenery in the highlands vielde torno other portions of Turkey 
for variety and romantic beauty, while the banks of the numerous 
rivers and streams flow through charming landseapes and thickly 
wooded valleys, bathing in their course the bases of castles and 
towns famous in profane and ecclesiastical history. 

Previous to commencing a general survey of the province, I 
visited the interesting ruins of Kurkh, about 14 miles from 
Diarbekr. These ruins, occupying one end of a large alluvial 
plain teeming with the ri¢hest cultivation, consist of a high mound 
and a cluster of lower~heaps about its base, situated at the 
eastern end of an elevated platform—evidently the site of a large 
town—on the right bank of the Tigris, and close to the angle 
formed by the junction of the Giuk Su with the former, which 
receives also the waters of the Ambar Su, on the left bank opposite. 
The large mound is the relic of an old Parthian fort, sie tees of 
blocks of neatly-cut basalt ; and, from the remains of mosaics 
and other ornamental vestiges found among the smaller mounds at 
its base, I fancy they farmed partines of a palace that was connected 
with it. The fort is about a mile in circumference, and G0 to 80 
feet high; the greater height and also the best preserved portions of 
building being towards the south ; while on the northern and western 
sides it is lower, and the stonework there nearly all in ruins, At 
the north-west corner, near the summit of the mound, at a point where 
a bank of earth * had seemingly been thrown up outside the walls 
of the fort, I had the good fortune to discover a stone slab bearing 

* In the Bible and Assvrian inscriptions, there is frequent mention made of 


similar banks of earth having been thrown up by the besieging foree: 
of facilitating the capture of a city, Poy Me 10g MOTees 25 & means 
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the effigy of an Assyrian king, and covered on both sides with 
long inscriptions in the cuneiform character, to within 2) feet of its 
base, which had purposely been left bare to admit of its being 
sunk erect in the ground, as a trophy commemorative of its capture 
by the king, and at the point probably where his legions effected 
their forced entry into the city. Some little way belo it, on the 
slope of the mound, and nearly entirely concealed by débris, 
I exhumed another perfect relic of the same description. ‘The 
head had been somewhat damaged by the attempts of some 
ignorant Moslem fanatics to sever it from the body, as they regard 
all statues and pictures of living things to be direct acts of gross 
impiety against the Deity, whose creative attribute has been sin- 
fully assumed by the Kaffirs of a former age. 

Sir H. Rawlinson identifies the site of Kurkh with that of 
Toozkan, alluded to in the inscription on the Great Monolith, 
exhumed by Mr. Layard, and described by him in the sixteenth 
chapter of his ‘Nimroud and Babylon, shee distinct reference 
is made to these two tablets commemorative of the Assyrian King's 
campaigns and suceesses. Te also, I believe, considers that it 
occupies the position of the old Parthian city of Carcathiocerta, 
About 6 miles from Kurkh, also on the right bank of the Tigris, 
is a curious ruin, called Poornag, or Poordad ; and 6 miles higher 
up on the left bank, in the centre of the highly cultivated valley 
of the Tigris, which begins close to Diarbekr, and stretches down 
to Kurkh, the ruins called Buttal Teppeh, consisting of a low mound 
with a high conical peak at its western end, similar in shape to, but 
smaller than the one at Nimroud. From all these ruins, and parti- 
cularly after rains, numerous copper coins, principally Roman and 
Byzantine, are procured, I myself obtained two fine first bronzes 
of Trajan, with different and rare reverses from Kurkh, some Par- 
thian coins, and an antique gold ear-ring, all in very good preser- 
vation. 

In October, 1861, I made a short journey from Diarbekr to 
Saert, by Miafarkeyn, Arzen, and Zok; and from thence, follow- 
ing the course of the Bohtan Su, or Centritis, to Til, where it 
joins the Tigria, whose course I followed close up to Redhwan, on 
the Argen Su. Crossing this latter river, 1 proceeded to Hesn 
Keyf, on the Tigris, and then, vid Mediat and Mardin, back 
to Diarbekr. My route in the first instance led me along the 
foot of the hills Toate the great undulating plain north of 
Diarbekr, that stretches up to the Gharzan district to the north- 
east, and which is washed on the south side by the Tigris. The 
first point of interest was the old town of Miafarkeyn or Farkeyn, 
a3 it is more generally called by the natives. It is situated in the 
midst of gardens, at the foot of the hills, about 36 miles from 
Diarbekr. Two small streams of little depth, that have their rise 
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in copious springs close to the town walls, wash them on either 
side, and irrigate the rice-grounds and plantations. The town, 
wretched and miserable itself, ia surrounded by a fine stone wall, 
and contains numerous relics of antiquity, but none of them seem- 
ingly older than the early Christian period, 

‘t is, however, undoubtedly of far more ancient date, and the 
numerous isolated heaps and long low mounds probably cover ruins, 
much older than any at present visible above ground. The Armenian 
geographers (who also call it Nouphargerd and Mouphergin) 
place it on the 2 fa! nak but Procopius,* with greater exacti- 
tude, says that the Nymphwus, the present Batman Su, runs 
close to it. According to a tradition still current among the 
natives, it was founded by Nouphar, a sister of Tigranes, the 
Haikian. Without attaching any weight to an idle tradition of an 
ignorant people, the fact of” the existence of such a tradition is 
important, as determining the greater antiquity of the site, There 
ig no doubt that a large, oe a dilapidated town still existed 
here at the beginning of the fifth century, when it was restored by 
St. Marutha, an early itt of the see, the ambassador of the 
younger Theodosius to Jezdegerd, the Persian King.t From the 
centre of the vile hovels that compose the modern town rise the 
stately ruins built by Marutha, where he transported and interred 
the relics of the martyrs who had suffered under Shapoor.t 

The building is solid, lofty, capacious, and (ike the large 
church of St. James, at Nisibin) highly ornamented,—the capitals 
of the columns a Se kind of basket-work of peculiar elegance, cut 
out of the solid blocks that compose them, and the interior by a 
broad belt, representing clusters of grapes and foliage. In one of 
the arched passages leading from the northern gate to the town is 
4 long, though defaced, inscription in the character of the lower 
net and some isolated memorials of the same nature are met 
with outside, on the town walls. Miarfarke ml, Maephracta, or 
Martyropolis, is situated in that portion of the fourth Armenia, 
called Sophene, Tzophanene, and Sophosene, and has by some 

ographers been identified as occupying the site of the ancient 
Gas locerta. Procopius alludes to it as the capital of the 
Sophosenes, and also mentions it under the name of Justinianopolis, 
after the Emperor who wrested it from Hormiodas, zon of Chosroes, 
A.D, 989, and subsequently fortified the place.§ Alternately held 
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* ‘De Bel. Persic.,” lib. i. cap. 21, 

1 Assem.,’ vol. i. pp. 174-178; St, Martin (* Vies des Saints en Armen,"), vol, i, 

p- 96, 

7 St. Marotha was a grandson of Oda, a high-priest of M ia, 

a et as from ch natepaln the alleviation c the Christian peciseai on, =F 

persuaded him to make an alliance with Theodosius the Yor : ‘hamiteh, 
§ ‘Procop, De ARdif," lib. iii, cap. 2. vate creer eee 
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by Romans and Persians, it reverted, during the califate of Omar, 
to the Arabs. One of his generals, lyadh ebn Ghanem, captured 
the town by stra , although the Moslems delight in narrating 
that it came into their hands by supernatural means." eee 
to the Moslem domination, it was in the possession alternately of 
the Hamdanides, Kurdish Merwanides, Seljooks, Ortokides, and 
Kioobites, and it remained in the possession of the latter till con- 
quered by Tamerlane from the reigning prince of the period. The 
Bioobites under Modhuffer ed’ Deen Ghazi, nephew of the great 
Sellah ed’ Deen or Saladin, and the Melik el Auhed Nejm ed’ 
Deen Eioob, did much to embellish and fortify the town. The 
former built a splendid mosque, bearing on the muhrab the date 
A.H. 624, the remains of which, with its beautifully carved 
windows and aisles, still exist; and the latter, according to the 
inscriptions still legible upon them, rebuilt the walls, and con- 
structed a lofty watch-tower outside the town. 

Close to Miafarkeyn, in a steep mountain-gorge, are the remains 
of the grot monastery of Hasoon, a corruption for Hoseea. The 
grots are dug out of a steep and nearly inaccessible rock, that in 
consequence looks at a distance more like a rabbit-burrow than the 
former abode of men. Near them is an old church, which, according 
to an inscription inside it, was repaired a.p. 861. The caves are now 
inhabited by a lawless band of Kurds, the scourge of the neigh- 
bourhood ; and in my rambles through them, I saw many vestiges 
of the results of their predatory excursions. In the plain Gept 
site is a high conical mound, evidently artificial, called ‘Tel Meen, 
commanding a fine view of the country about, with the Batman Su 
in the distance. On the top of it is a large Christian village, 
whose inhabitants informed me they often picked up copper and 
silver medals on it and in its vicinity. One of the latter beoubeg 
on one side the effigies of Mare Anthony and his son, in very 
fine preservation, | purchased from among a handful of other 
coins that were offered me for sale. From here I reached 
the Batman Su or Nymphewus (in the time of Procopius the 
boundary between the Roman and Persian territories) in two. 
hours, and crossed it by a fine bridge of a single arch 40 feet 
high. It consists properly of this one large pointed arch and two 
smaller arches, but the latter were dry; and the stream, which 
here is easily fordable, and at this season not 3 feet deep, flowed 
through the grand arch only. From the remains of an inscription 
on its eastern fave, it was built ap. 643 by a certain Othman: 
with the exception of the date, no other part of the record was 
legible. The Batman Su rises in the mountains about 40 miles 
north of this, and consists of the united waters of the Kulp, 
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Kaushan, and Sarum Sus, besides a host of smaller unimportant 
streams. our hours and a half from this I crossed the Huzu 
Arzen, or Redhwan Su—it is called by all these names—into the 
present district of Gharzan. The province in which it is situated 
was called Arzanene by the Romans, and Artzn (Moses of Chorene), 
Aghdsnik, Aghdsen, and Khordzen by Armenian writers, and Arzen 
by the Arabs, since corrupted into its present name of Gharzan by 
the Kurds and Turks. It was one of the provinces taken by the 
Parthians from the Armenians, and was ceded a.p. 298 with 
Intilene, Zabdicene, Moxoene, and Cordouene, by Narses King of 
Persia to the Romans, under Galerius, in the time of Diocletian.* 





Ko. 1. Plan of the Ruins of Arsen (Emporium Sie 


(On a scale of 80) paces to one inch, 





_ The ford was near the flourishing village of Giri Hassan, clos 
_ to the ruins of Arzen,t the Oppidum Arzanenorum of Frocopiaa: 


; gi ogy Ed., rol, ae 445. 

he city of Arsen ot the time of the Arsh conquest was the prop | 
Armenian lord of Bitlis (El Wakidy Futooh Din Hebia wa Diar ee at oa 
ceded by him to Tyadh Ebn Ghanem, Omer's general (ibid.). It subsequently fell 
on the decline of the Abbasides, into the hands of the Kord Merwinides, from 
- whom it passed to a local family, Abul Feda (vol, iv. p. 366) says, “El Melik el 

Maudhuffer Ghazi, son of El Adel (brother of Saladin}, took Arzen of Diarbokr 
from its lord, Hissam ed Deen, of the ancient family of El Abdeb, who had 
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situated on the left bank of the river. ‘The ruins are very exten- 
sive; the remains of the old walls, 20 feet thick at the base, and 
tapering up to 8 feet, constructed of irregular pieces of roe 
stone, cemented with mortar, that surround the town are easily 
traced; and the defences towards the river, consisting of thicker 
walls and a number of small-domed buildings, are in still better 
preservation. The area contained within them is about 2700 
square yards. On the north-eastern and southern sides the walls 
are straight and regular, but towards the west it narrows off into 
an irregular shape that follows the course of the stream. It has 
four gates, one in each of the three regular walls, and a fourth 
leading to the river. At the southern side is a mound of ruin 
connected with the wall, that seems to have been a large fortified 
bastion. The whole ruin is surrounded by a deep ditch, which 
was crossed at three of the gates by as many bridges, whose 
foundations still appear above ground. When I visited it, the area 
included within the walls was bearing a fine crop of wheat, but the 
regular lines of the streets, and some of the sites of the larger 
buildings, could still be traced. So many medals in gold and 
silver are found here that the fellahs who till the ground are paid 
nothing by the owner for their labour, and they give him in addi- 
tion half of everything they may find. The town was built on 
what appears a natural platform of some little elevation, which, at 
its western end, has a steep sharp fall into the plain about a mile 
from the walls, where it is bounded by a dee bed, through which 
a small marshy stream flows towards the Tie is, close under the 
Yezid village of Tellebeea, or Tilecba. Independently of other 
associations, Arzen is interesting as being connected with the 
earliest Christian history, it having been visited, according to 
Abul Furraj, the Syrian historian, by Mar Addzus, or ‘Thaddeus, 
one of the Sovent , the apostle of the Syrian Chaldeans (and the 
same who cured Abgarus Uchama of his leprosy), in the thirtieth 
year of Our Saviour’s Ascension, and the fifteenth of Tiberius 
Czar, who then built a church here, which was afterwards called 
by his name. Higher up the river, and on the same side as 
Arzen, are the remains of another large city, where I found some 
of the earliest records of the Moslem conquest, in the shape of 
tombstones, bearing Cufic inscriptions in the character peculiar to 
the first century of their era. Many of them are now used by the 
Armenians of Kani Mazee, a small village situated at one end of 
the ruins, as gravestones. As neither they nor the Moslems knew 
anything of the characters on them, I thought it best to leave 

am in their ignorance, as without doubt the latter would soon 





~ pt as , it from Melik Shah's time, and gave him Heyni in exchange, A, H. 627." 
| Mudhaffer was at that time lord or Metakeys: ea - 
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have desecrated every grave in the place did they know that on 
each stone the formula of their faith, together with a verse from 
the Koran, were engraved. Opposite the ruins, on the right bank 
of the Arzen Su, which was ormerly spanned at this part by a 
fine stone bridge, whose foundations peer above the stream, is the 
fine old ruin known now by the names of Kalla Sheikh Baj and 
Kalla Anushirvan. It is situated on a high hill of conglomerate, 
the usual rock formation here, having at its summita circumference 
of 14 mile. The remains are evident] Parthian, and consist of 
walls of common limestone, 14 feet thick, which in some places is 
composed of brickwork of thin broad tiles of the same solidity, 
A couple of families of decayed Gharzan Begs inhabited some 
miserable huts among the ruins, and they had cleared several of 
the old houses, which served them for a stable. hese were all 
of course now under ground, the dédris of centuries having accu- 
mulated over and covered them, They were built in arches in a 
very substantial manner, and seemed at one time to have occupied 
the whole surface, as, in several pite that had been dug in different 
places, the portions of many other similar building were also dis- 
cernible, bn all sides but one the mound is not ing but a steep 
high cliff, commanding a fine uninterrupted view for many miles 
all round; but towards the west a winding and difficult path 
conducts the traveller to a large g teway still intact, and the only 
one in the ruin. A few o wheants of the place, who pretended to 
some traditional knoaledine informed me that the castle, during 
the times of ignorance—that is, before Islamism—belonged to the 
Beni 'Sassan; and stated that the Gharzan Begs, who live at 
Zok, 4 miles off, were the descendants of that dynasty in these 
parts; a fact that was corroborated to me by the Sie themselves 
on a subsequent visit I paid them, Near this is the mountainous 
district of Sassoon, inhabited by a warlike, unruly set of Kurds, 
called Baliki; they are neither Moslems, Christians, nor real 
Kizzilbash. They swear by a church, and never by a mosque, or 
the Deity, or any of the prophets. 

After a great deal of intercourse with them in different places, I 
could not make more of their belief than what is expressed in the 
formula of faith which their headmen repeated to me in ‘Turkish, 
word for word, thus:—* Bin yakhadan bash guesterdj choklari 
saaldi gumana Bir yakhadan bash ; esterseyidee chokler gelerdi 
imaneh ;” which translated is, “ A tl ousand ways he showed him- 
self, but many remained in doubt: if he should show himself in 
one vay, @ great many would come to the faith.” And the 
explained it by saying, that all the prophets mentioned in the 
Torat, Enjeel, ant Reese were mea eh more than one and 
the same person, who had a ! at different et in different 
forms, They thus ascribe « vinity to all, though they forbear to 
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mention one name more reverently than the other. Lut, as they 
consider that the last shape he assumed was that of Ali, they attach 
more sanctity to his name than to Moses or Christ, while Mahomed 
they ignore entirely. | | 

n this + they are not unlike the Ali [llahees of Persia, 
and Kizzilbashes of other parts of Kurdistan, who seem to regard 
Ali as the personified deity, and holding, therefore, a much higher 
position than the Prophet of Islam. In the mountains near 
Kharput the American missionaries, with the praiseworthy zeal 
and perseverance under every trial, hardship, and persecution, 
that characterises them, have succeeded in imbuing them with 
a wish to study the Holy Scriptures; and, from their frequent 
request for native pastors to reside among and instruct them, it 
is probable that they are at last awakened to a sense of their 
errors and superstitions, and are anxious to forsake them for the 
Gospel truths, The wonderful influence exercised over them by 
the missionaries is exemplified from the mere fact that they, a 
mere handful of men from the New World, have been enabled to 
effect that which all previous dynasties and the present Turkish 
one, aided by its troops, have failed to do; for they have persuaded 
some of the most unruly and turbulent to lay down their arms, and 
abstain from rebellion, robbery, and murder, as being totally incon- 
sistent with their teaching and the Holy Wnt. But not only 
here, but throughout Turkey, wherever Protestantism, under Ame- 
rican Gace bin been introduced, I have invariably found those 
professing that faith, in spite of their previous character and condi- 
Bon, to be the most loyal, peaceable, and industrious subjects the 

ultan 3. 

The Baliki are the descendants of the early inhabitants of the 
mountains, who, according to them, had for their ancestors Sharezer, 
or Sanaser, as they call him, son of Sennacherib, who, with his 
brother Adrimalek, fled to this place after having murdered their 
father at Nineveh, and founded three dynasties, one of which was 
the Sanasouns, or Sassouns. The name of this district appears in 
several authors as that of Sanasounik, or Sasounk, corrupted sub- 
sequently into Saseoon. With reference to this region, the oldest 
Armenian author, Moses of Chorene, says that Sgaiorte, father of 
Barouir, the first Armenian king, and contemporary of Sardana- 
palus,* established Sanaser in the south-west of Armenia, near the 
confines of Assyria, His descendants peopled the mountain called 
Sim (Mount Saiusf), and their chief obtained the government of 


* * Mos, Ch,,” vol, i. p. 95, translated by Florival. 

+ Dionysius, in his Chronicles, when talking of the irruption of the Huns into 
Syria (4.g. 706 = a.p, 995), says they destroyed all Syrian regions which lie at 
the foot of Mount Sains, as Arzen Maephracta, &c. It was also called the Mona 
Aridus, The Syrians called it the Tura Zahoio, meaning the“ Arid Mount.” It 
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the peene: From them descended the Ardznoum; and 







Konouni-Charachan, of the same house of Sanaser, was at a later 
date created Grand Prince and Governor of the same country, 
receiving with it the canton of Artzen (Arzan) from Vagharchag 
(Valarsaces), brother of Arsaces, king of Armenia.*. The inha- 
bitants of Sassoon are, Moocee, Sarmee, Sassoon, and Baliki 
Kurds and Armenians, the latter being under subjection to the 
former. Gut the industry and trade of that part is entirely in 
the hands of the Armenians, who stand, with respect to the Kurds, 
in the position of serfs, Individual members of families, or a whole 
family, purchases the exclusive right of trading with ‘icular 
towns from the chief, in return for a stipulated share of the profits, 
for which his family and goods are answerable. Thus, one man 
only can trade with Baghdad and in its produce ; another with 
Constantinople and in its goods, and so on with every town through- 
out the Turkish empire; the same rule applying to all artic 

of export as well as import. Should an unauthorised interloper 
introduce himself for the hes of trade into their country, 
he is either summarily despatched, or plundered of everything he 






" ‘From Arzen a smart ride of 30 miles took me to Saert, during 
which I crossed the Bitlis Su at the 23rd mile, and the Kezzer, 
Keyzer or Sherivan Su (which falls into the Bitlis Su) at the 27th 
mile, Saert and Asaerd, the Mobadra of the Syrians, although 
in itself a mean and wretched Kurdish town, is interesting from 
having been identified by D’Anville and Kinneir as the ancient 
Tigranocerta. It is situated at one end of a small plain on the 
slope of some high land separating it from the Bohtan 5u or 
Eastern ‘Tigris, from which it is 2 miles distant at the nearest part. 
The plain is considerably higher than the bed of the river, the 
descent to it being over a very steep road, about 14 mile long. A 
modern writer (Mr. Ainsworth), in combating the idea of Saert 
being ‘Tigranocerta, adduces in proof that there are no ruins 
near it There are certainly none visible above ground, but he 
probably was unaware that the whole of the town has been con- 
structed from the remains of old ee that have been exhumed 
from a depth of many feet below the soil. ‘These ancient remains 
are always found when di zing deep foundations for new buildings 
in the plain, but never an the slope of the hill upon which a portion 
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iz a part of Mount Masuis, which at different localities was known by different 
names. Also in the history of Armenia, b Vartabad Arid, de Lasdiverd 
(translated ae M, Prud'homme), they are called the inhabitants of Mount Sim, 
ordinarily called Sannagonnk, from the name of their ancestor, (‘Revue de 
I'Orient, tom. xvil. p. 8.) 

* + Mos. Ch.,” vol. i. p. 103; vol. ii. p. 145, Geog. of the Vartabed Vartan, in 
St. Martin, vol. il. p, 431. 

+ * Asseman,’ vol. ii. p. 382. 
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of the modern town is built; and they extend for a distance of at 
least 3 miles, to a spot where some of them are nearer the curface, 
but which the natives say are the ruins of another and distinct 
town, called Arzoon. It is worthy of remark that in no other part 
of the Pashalik have I ever been able to find any coins of 'Tigranes, 
whereas here I bought in one day five of his medals, one of them 
bearing on its reverse a laureated Roman head ; while other coins, 
Homan, Sassanian, Byzantine, and Cutie, are invariably met with in 
the excavations, as also a few cameos and finely-executed intaglios. 
[ would not have it inferred, from what has gone before, that 
Saert does actually represent the site of Tigranocerta, as both 
‘Tacitus and Strabo place it somewhere near the vicinity of Nisibin. 
The former says it is on the Nicephorius, 36 miles from Nisibin ; 
and the latter places it south of Mount Masius, in the neighbour- 
hood of that town," and in the country of the Mygdonians.t ‘These 
statements, if the general veracity of those authors is considered, 
are totally irrecancilable with the present position of Saert, or any 
lace near it. Nor does the description of 'Tigranocerta, as we 
have it in Plutareh’s account of Lucullus’s campaign, coincide in 
the least with Saert; while the banks of the river are so rugged 
and steep that at “ker there is only one road leading to it, 
which a small number of men could easily defend against hostile 
thousands seeking to reach the plain from the river, even if com- 
posed of the tried legionaries of Youle In the precincts of the 
modern town is a place known by the name of the Turrub-el- 
Yahood, or Jews’ tombs. This fact is sufficiently curious as indi- 
eating the presence of a large Jewish colony here at some remote 
niesibd: for at present there are no Jews in Saert, and none have 
resided here for ages.$ At the point called Arzoon by the 
natives, 3 miles, as before stated, from Saert, is an old convent 
dedicated to Mar Yacoob el Habees—James the Hermit, the 
Ascetic of Endieli, near Amid—to whom (according to Procopius) 
the Persian monarch Cavades, or Cobad, granted a letter of pro- 
tection, not only for himself, but also for all who chose to seek an 
asylum with him, when he was besieging Diarbekr.§ The Chal- 
dans say he is buried in the crypt of the convent, and point out 
two other places near it as containing the bodies of his two imme- 
diate disciples. | 
From Saert, pursuing the banks of the Bohtan Su, and passing 

* ‘Strabo, lib, xi. 

¢ Ubu, lib, xvi. 

{ Moses of Chorene tells us that Hyreanus, high-pricat and King of the Jews, 
was seized by sim i. the Armenian general, who sent him with many other 
Jewish captives to Tigranes, who ordered them to be sent to the town of Semi- 
ramis, the modern Vao, Sacrt is on the direct road to it, 5 days off (* Moses of 
Chorene,’ vol. i. pp. 191-193.) | : 

§ * De Bel, Pers.,’ lib. i. cap. 7. . 


a2 TayLor's Travels in Kurdistan. 


the junction of the Bitlis Su and the Bohtan Su, about 10 miles 
below Saert, close to the village of Ba Til, I proceeded to Til, 
where it joins the ip This village, situated upon a mound, 
in the angle formed by the junction of the two rivers, is built 
of the stone procured from some old massive buildings in the 
centre of the tumulus, portions of which are seen protruding from 
the ground all round its base, and for some way up the slo 
I believe Mr, Ainsworth to be in error when he identifies (in hie 
“Researches’) this village as the one of the same name where 
Tigranes transported the statue of Minerva.* The Til alluded 
to by Moses of Chorene was in the district of Egueghiatz, now 
Erzingan) in the province of Bardzer Haik,t which answers to the 
modern Tillo, on the north-west side of the large Mush plain.t 

Following the left bank of the Tigris upwards, a ride of four 
hours, during which I passed the point where the Arzen Su falls 
into the former, brought me to Redhwan, on the left bank of the 
latter river, The population of Redhwan, and the plain in which 
it is situated, although still extensively peopled by the Yezidees, 
was about twenty years ago nearly exclusively confined to people of 
that sect, who were always in a state of semi-rebellion against the 
government; but since the death of their chief, Meer Zig (a cor- 
ruption of Meer Eshag), who was killed by the ‘Turks, the country 
became more directly under their control, and they have conse- 
quently comparatively abandoned the place for Sinjar and the 
neighbourhood of Mosul. Crossing the river here I ascended the 
hig hills sat age and descended by a steep miserable goat-path, 
only practicable for mules, and which occupied one hour and a half 
in the descent, into the valley of the Tigris; and then, fording that 
river, reached the old grot town of Hesn el Kahef, or Hean Keyf, 
in three hours and a half from Redhwan. The modern town 
is perched on the top of a steep and nearly inaccessible rock, 
having at the end the old castle built by the Ortokides § 
on the ruins of a more ancient edifice, Ina small plain at the 
foot of the mountains, that here press down upon the Tigris, are 
the ruins of the old town of the same name, the seat of the Orto- 

* * Moses of Chorene,* vol. i, p. 181, 

+ ‘Mos. Ch.” vol. i. p. 379, 

1 Notes to Matthew of Edessa ‘ Dulauriers Trans.,” p. 400 


| | es 
he large room of the castle, now full of lumber, is built at the ext = 
of this point, where the rock falls perpendicularly down to the bank of the, Aiorg 
the foundation-stonrs heing let into the native stone. A single large eiadiete 
looks out over the old town in the plain, 800 feet below it, the prot habitations on 
either side, and the valley of the ‘Tigris backed by the Redhwan range of hills 


The castle was called the Josck (dmg), a corruption for Kiushk 

the favourite residence of Quth ed'deen Suqman, the Ortokide Lord of ond ind 
Hew, bee Akal Feda relates that he fell out of the window of the room 
escribed above, and was wl to pieces in the plain below, A. H, S07 (A 
Feda * Annals,’ vol, iv. p. 192), . me ie Eien Welow, As Hi S01 (Ae 
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kides and of the Eioobites, with the remains of some fine old 
mosques and the burial-places of the later Eioobites, surrounded 
by neat walls of eut stone. A noble bridge of three large and three 
stnaller pointed arches (similar in material to the one over the 
Batman Su), but now in ruins, spanned the river close under 
the town. Near the water’s-edge, on two of the buttresses, which 
appear much older than the superstructure, are some reliefs repre- 
senting male figures, of Parthian workmanship, about 3 feet high, 
and in good relief, but unfortunately, owing to fluvial action, much 
defaced. From the courtyard of the old castle, at the eastern end 
of the modern town, a curious covered way, containing a winding 
stair of 200 steps, is scooped out of the solid rock, leading down to 
the river. A little farther on are the remains of a simular stair, 
which, like the former, were evidently used by the townspeople to 
supply themselves with water from the Tigris. Where the stairs 
are at all exposed to the attack of an enemy from the opposite 
side, they are pitted with innumerable small holes, probably caused 
by flights of arrows that had been shot against these exposed parts, 
to prevent any communication with the river. Some 40 feet up 
the rock is of the stair) is a large cave, with a lofty arched 
entrance, having on the right hand a mutilated figure, considerably 
larger than life, with outstretched arms, cut in high relief upon 
the stone. I had considerable difficulty in getting access to the 
cave, called Es’ Sellamlik by the natives, but was not rewarded by 
anything I saw in the interior, although I had been informed an 
inscription was to be seen there. But by far the most interesting 
relics of the place are the myriads of grots, that stretch for 3 miles 
in one direction, and occupy the sides of six other separate ravines, 
scooped out of the hills to the east of and round the town, They 
exist, tier above tier, in parallel lines all up to the top, communi- 
cating with each other by stairs arid by a zigtag harrow path, 
that, passing the door of each cell, reaches from the highest cave 
to the plain, In the same manner the water of some fine copious 
springs on the top of the hill was conducted by a narrow channel 
es each of them, and within easy reach of their inhabitants. 

Vith very few exceptions a monastic simplicity characterises 
them all; and, although some few had a large opening at one side, 
shaped like the common modern Aiwan, the ase a had only a 
single opening (for entrance and egress) towards the plain and 
river. Each grot contained generally three deep recesses for 
couches, and two or three small niches for the reception of articles 
of every-day use. I was not lucky enough (notwithstanding the 
minute search I made in nearly all the caves on both sides of the 
river and in the different ravines) to discover any inscriptions or 
relics of importance, although Parthian, Greek, Roman, Byzantine, 
and Cufic coins were daily offered me in profusion. a 
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Hesn Keyf or Hesn el Kahef is rating in Procopius as 
Ciphas,* by the early Syrian writers as K and Hesnet 
ae all eat the roa coal: Arab Geucione say it was 
once called Sabbat Aghwal, or “'The Seven Ravines,” from the fact 
of the grots being dug out of the sides of seven different narrow 
ravines, which converge towards one common centre; and an earl 
Arab author says it was called Hesn Loghur,t but that, at the 
ger of its capture, it went by the name of its owner, Talun ebn 
Keifa, 

An Armenian author, in his history relative to the first crusade, 
mentions Hesn Keyf under the name Harsenkev,t and says that 
after the defeat of Baldwin de Bourg, Count of Edessa, and 
Jocelyn de Courtnay, by Dejekermish and Soukman, which resulted 
in the capture of those two chiefs, Soukman ebn Artuq sent 
Jocelyn a prisoner to Hesn Keyf, while Baldwin was at the same 
time incarcerated at Mosul by Djekermish, the lord of that town,§ 
After being set at liberty in return for a considerable ransom, 
Jocelyn and his kinsman, Waleran (or William), were again cap- 
tured by Noor ed’ Douleh Balac, son of Behram, son of Artuq; and 
Baldwin, who with his nephew had flown to their rescue, was also 
defeated ee same chief, and shared their prison at Kharput, j 
Five months later a valiant band of Armenians of Behesni cap- 
tured Kharput by a coup de main, and set the prisoners at liberty. 
Fearing that they would be unable to make good their retreat to 
their own territory through the enemy’s country, they all remained 
in the castle but Jocelyn, who hastened away to bring a force 
sufficient effectually to release his friends and the numerous 
Christian captives—men and women—confined in the dungeons, 
In the mean time Balak, having been apprised of tho disaster, 
returned to Kharput, retook the castle by storm, and (with the 
exception of the royal captites, viz., Baldwin, his nephew, and 
Waleran) destroyed all his i darn, conaisting of 65 men and 
80 “beautiful ladies,” by throwing them over the battlements 


* *Procop, De Bell. Pers.,’ lib. ii, 


t EL Wakidi in his Sy U5mny y Los > 933. 
t Injijian in werk hi p. So4, says it was known to the ancient Armenians 
Tha a ee 





§ ‘Matthew of Eretz, by Chahan de Cirbied, p. 49, *Matthow of Edessa’ 
oO Gn tis cadens which 
Un this oceasion the Moslems sewed ap Jocelyn in a raw camel's hide, whi 
when it dried upon him, contracted to an extent as to leave him belpless, and a 
effectually prevented him making any use of his limbs (Ibn Athir, vol, x.p, 419), 
* Matthew of Edessa,” chap, cexxxiv.-v, ‘Abul Feds," vol, iii, p-412. Eharput is 
ealled by the early Arab writers “Khurt Bart,” which evidently means that it 
wis cnet the Parthians, the modern name is a corruption of the older one, 
a Abul 2 ea fe the ted se ety Djekermish and Soakman wos Sanju 
(Raymond of Thoulouse, Count o illes), who was taken prisoner anc 
cul, 4D. 1103, vel, iii. p, 49, * Annals” eee 
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into the plain below.* Subsequently the Count Waleran, whom 
Ibn Athir describes as one of the infidel rebels (U0 wels.), 
and Baldwin's nephew, were put to death by Timour Tash, son of 
Ichazi, nephew of Balak; and Baldwin was ransomed a second 
timé by Jocelyn for 100,000 tahezans.t 3 
Hesn Keyf is venerated by Rseloeae as being the burial-place 
of Yokmna, the renegade Aleppine, who in the first century of 
the Hejireh apostatised from his faith, and played subsequently an 
active part in the Moslem ranks against the Christians, He fell 
at the siege of this place; and the miserable ruins that cover his 
remains are yearly visited by the devout, who regard him as a 
martyr and a ei, A. ride of two hours over a rugged mountaim- 
road, first ascending and then descending, brought me into the 
Kefir Joze plain, with its fine cotton-fields and villages, and 
another hour and a half to the village itself. About 3 miles south- 
west of it is the artificial mound of Tel Biat, Tt is of some 
extent, and formed of the débris and remains of former buildings, 
which, I was told at Keffr Joze, yielded numerous medals and 
intaglios, This is the first portion of Jebel Tur, the Tur 
Abadeen of the Syrians, which, bounded on the west and south- 
west by Mesopotamia, and on the north-east and east by the Tigris, 
terminates at Jezireh on the right bank of the Tigris. Passing 
through the extensive ruins of the old town of Zaz, famous for- 
merly for its monastery of the Holy Cross, and by Haa, I reached 
Deyrindib, The rock which rises steep at the back of the village 
is crowned by the ruins of an old castle—from the remnants 
about, and size of the blocks of stone that composed it, it does not 
seem of very ancient date, It had, however, evidently been built 
to make a good defence and stand long sieges, and the courtyard 
was honeyeombed with cisterns that had been dug out of the native 
rock for receiving water. I reached Mediat (Modiad and Mediath 
of the Syrians) in two hours after leaving Deyrendib. The present 
town is a collection of miserable hovels, built of rough stone, and 
inhabited exclusively, with the exception of course of the Turkish 
officials, by Christians of the Jacobite persuasion. About ten 
minutes’ walk from the town, a building containing a convent and 
medresseh, contrasts greatly, by its solidity and some pretensions 
to comfort and elegance, with the hovels tenanted by its sup- 
porters, The convent is dedicated to Abraham and Habel, and 
18 built over a much older structure, bearing date—as the natives 
retend, there being no record to commemorate the fact—a-p. 
218; the sume era nearly as the neighbouring convent of Deir 





* * Matthew of Edessa,’ chap. ccxxxvi. pp. 208-10; ‘Abul Feda Annals, 
Tol. iii. p. 420, Am. 517 = a.m. 1123, 
+ Ibid., vol. cexti. pp. 312, 313, 2 . 
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Amr, dedicated to Michael and Gabriel, so ruthlessly sacked by 
Tamerlane. The Mediat convent aahuaay Nery a fine MS. 
library of Syrian authors and divines; but Bedr Khan Beg, in one 
of his numerous raids against the Christians of Jebbel ‘Tur, plun- 
dered the place, and the monks still regret the loss of their literary 
“treasures on that occasion. From Mediat, following the usual 
caravan route by Mardin, I returned to Diarbekr, 


In the autumn of 1862 and 1863 I was again in the saddle, 
prosecuting the researches commenced the previous year. - 

The first point of interest visited was Egeil, eight hours from 
Diarbekr. It is built on a high, steep, rocky mountain, on the 
right bank of the Arganeh Maaden branch of the Tigris." At 
its eastern end are the remains of a fine old castle with a double 
wall, communicating (as at Hesn Keyf) by a covered stair of 
Li7 steps (cut out of the rock) with the Tigris. At the western 
end, the mass on which the Kalla is built, has been artificially 
separated from the parent mountain, s0 as to secure a complete 
isolation, A piece of the rock at this end juts out in a most con- 
oe manner over the street, and on its face is the almost 
obliterated figure of an Assyrian king, with the traces of a long 
inscription in cuneiform (contained in a niche, 6 feet by 4), which, 
however, is so defaced as (though easily traceable) to be utterly 
illegible. Close under the castle, at a slight elevation from the 
river, another mass of rock has been separated from the mountain, 
and then fashioned into separate blocks connected at their base, 
o0 feet high and 24 feet square at bottom, tapering up to 8 feet 
square, each containing a grot surrounded by a bell-shaped or 
rather conical top, very similar in shape and style to the curious 
roofs of the old churches throughout Armenia, which were copied 
in a modified form by the constructors of the Mahomedan Turbehs 
at Ikhlat and elsewhere, They are all of them ancient burial- 
places, full of bones, pieces of wooden coffins joined together b 
wooden pegs, and the fragments of long-necked bottles compose 
of a thin kind of glass. On the pedestals of several of the tombs. 
rude human figures in high relief were cut on the stone, but their 
mutilated condition prevented me from being able to form any 
idea of the to which they belonged. In a ravine that runs 
round the southern side of the mountain, as also on the left bank 
of the river, were numerous other grots of the commoner sorts, 
none of them being of the same nature or size as those I have 
described, although all had been prepared with more care and 
attempt at ornament than is usual eecehers 











* Riepert, in his Inrge map, has laced it on the left bank of | 
below the junction of the Maaden and Dibeneh rivers. the Tigris, and 
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This town was called by the Syrians Agyl or Angyl, and the 
district, which was known to the ancient Armenians by the name 
of Ankegh,* was the same as that called Inghilene by the Greeks, 
A\ssemanus tells us it was also called Anchialus, and that it was 
Rea A.p, 503, in the reign of Anastasius, by the Persian 
Ki obad.T 

Three and a half hours from Egsil, and on the right bank of 
the Tigris, some way below the junction of the Maaden and 
Dibeneh branches, are the ruins of Jubeyr Castle, situated on the 
top of a mass of perpendicular rock that crops out of the summit 
ofa high hill, a spur of the mountain-range there. The southern 

tion, on which the Kalla is built, has been separated, as at 

“il, by a deep and broad cutting, 120 feet long, 60 deep, and 
“0 wide at its weakest point from the main range, so as to have 
ensured it against any sudden capture by escafade. This point 
was further fortified by a huge mass of solid brickwork, rising to a 
height of many feet, which, subsequently, in the shape of a wall, 
follows the irregularity of the whole summit of the mound, enclosing 
an area of 400 yards long, with a breadth varying from 20 to 40, 
Higher up the stream, at the angle formed by the junction of the 
Arganeh Maaden and Dibeneh Sus, which form the western 
Tigris, are the ruins of Ammaneh Castle, occupying, as at Jubeyr, 
the top of an isolated mountain, but its position 13 Incomparably 
stronger, from its greater height and comparative inaccessibility, 
It can be aerivaokea only at one side by a single path, hardly 
se to for mules, the other two sides being high perpen- 
licular rocks, washed respectively by the Dibeneh and Maaden 
rivers, the weakest portion deriving additional strength from walls 
of amazing thickness. The area of the summit is about 14 mile 
long, and 1 broad, and the whole, with thg exception of a small 
portion of the southern end, is choked by the débris of old houses 
and reservoirs of black stone. On the north-eastern side of the 
mountain a covered stair cut out of the solid rock, as at Eggil, 
250 feet high and 8 feet broad, leads down to the Dibeneh Su, 
The site, its impregnability, and extensive remains coincide, more 
than any other position or ruin I have seen, with that of Carca- 
ree wae has been placed alternately at Miafarkeyn and 


First following the Dibench Su, and then ascending the 
upland, whose hase it washes, I crossed to Heyni, visiting on 
my way the curious grot church, close to the fine Armenian 
Village of Dibeneh, which is scooped out of a mass of isolated 
rock on the left bank of the river of the same name. ‘This place, 
from the numerous small crypts round its interior, is called by the 

| : re | ae 


* * Moses of Chorene,’ vol, i, pp. 105-161. + ‘Assefhon.,” lib. 1. p. 272. 
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Moslems Elakhoor or Stable; but whatever it may be now, its 
original use cannot be mistaken, and i it ig In consequence venerated 
ipocreeR enn eneta en 
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is entered by two wide, low doorway , and is capable of containing 
a congregation of 200 with ease. The place where the 
altar stood is a lious arched Sereno ty tren 
steps, and communicating on the left with a small room, for the 
convenience of the priest and others connected with the chtrsh: 

In its immediate neighbourhood there are several other grots 
cut out of the rock, which, from the stone benches in them, and 
other marks and remains, a to have formed dwelling-places 
for the inferior church o ofiiciate,. Ge jacacthup eatery 
remains were in sy abundance all round the 
church, that, for fear of openers thon, they bad bahenawe to 
till the ground about it, lest they should unwi y exhume the 
; relics of those they regard as their ancestors, For the same reason 
: they have turned the course ofa small stream, , that formerly washed 
ee sAtlte toad bom Goieneh 
; to Heyni runs of the way through 
r toil valley of Pela ad cn ot low range a ill 
; seen of i at this side. The name of. Nerib 
is as occurring in rea eae inseription all 
‘ back, in pon. kr wil march of the Atay King 
from that place to 'Tooskan or Kurkh 14 hours (35 distant, 
The great ae reduced its unruly inhabitants fo mete and 
destroyed their F © cities and strongholds, Now, as then, it is 
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inhabited by a set of Kurds (always in rebellion), living in their 
. secluded and inaccessible valley, which still contains ceveral ruins of 
very ancient date. Nerib is also the first point where the Zaza 
Kurdish is used, the Kermanji dialect being the one spoken in all 
Eastern and Southern Kurdistan. | 
Heyni, or Hani, is a pretty little town situated on the slope of 
a hill crowned by the ruins of an ancient castle. Some old 
Mahomedan buildings and an ancient square watch-tower, in the 
middle of the luxuriant gardens at the foot of the town, boast of 
great architectural beauty. One of the former, dedicated to a 
certaim eineb (not the famous one), is built in the form of a cross, 
and has the Ayet el Kursee carved in beautiful letters all round 
the interior of the building. In the centre of the town a large 
spring, 200 feet in circumference, enclosed by masonry, supplies 
the town gardens and splendid clover-fields with beautiful clear 
cold water; it then emerges into the plain and forms the river 
ealled Ambar Su, which falls into the ‘Tigris opposite Kurkh, as 
already noticed further back. , 
_ A nde of three hours by the villages of Feyter and Ooreh, or 
Hureh, from Heyni, took me to the interesting ruins called Kuishk 
1 Kak and Afisios Daknaoos, situated to the south of east of 
Heyni, on the top of a mountain-range separating the Lijeh from 
the Diarbekr plain. The remains are of the most solid construc- 
tion, consisting of a series of arched rooms, and a little higher up 
of a temple, with several fragments of columns scattered about it. 
A oe uninterrupted view of the Sileywan, Lijeh, and 
Diarbekr. plains is obtained from this spot, the eye ranging 
alternately over them, and long belts of thicklysn ded mountains. 
Our descent to the small plain beyond was through a mass of ruins 
that covered the slopes of the hill for aspace of one mile, fragments 
of thick walls and neatly-cut blocks of stone were strewed over the 
road and impeded our progress, the remains of the old City of 
Fees (Phison of Procopius).* A small village near them is also 
called Fees, Affis and Afisios, The inhabitants have a tradition 
that the ruins, and a small cave near it, was the spot tenanted by 
the Seven Sleepers and their canine guard, the Kelb i Kehef. The 
scene of this legend is generally reported to have taken place at 
Ephesus, near Geayrek and here, curious omen I procur 
several small silver coins with the ancient type of Ephesus—the 
bee on one side and the stag and palm-tree on the other; and I 
was informed that numerous coins, principally copper, which were 
always thrown away as having no value, were found among the 
runs. Close to them, but on the Lijeh plain,.are the ruins of 
Attakh or Hatakh, situated in the old province of Terjan, now 





* “De Bello Persico,’ lib, ii, cap. 24, = 
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called Tarjil. This town is also mentioned by Procopius under 
the name of Attachii,* rom here eau going south of east), 
passing the old ruins and convent of Tarjil or Terjan, and the 
town of Khuzru,t a beautiful ride took us to the lovely and fruitful 
valley of Hald | Attn 

During our ride to it we passed the villages of Ras el Ain, 
Andar, Khodik Hondoff, and Meherani; our road hej along 
an elevated ridge, with two charming well-cultivated walled on 
either side of us. Meherani was situated on the extreme edge of 
the ridge, where it is bounded by a steep rocky mountain, on one 
of whose peaks the ruins of the old Meherani Castle frown down 
upon the smiling plains at its feet. | 

At the western end of Halda or Sawerz Valley was situated, 
on a high mountain peak, forming the end of a spur from the main 
ridge, which here runs into the valley, the castle of my friend 
Reshid Aga, the local chief. Oprodie to it, on the eastern end, 
was a similar peak, three miles o > upon which are the remains of 
a very ancient strong fort called Boshat, The walls and stone 
composing them are of great thickness, and, as usual, the court- 
to regularly burrowed with large and small reservoirs for 
water. The Arabs, however, seem to have captured it without 
much difficulty, as well as the castle of Arshat (Halda) in its 
immediate vicinity.t At the base of the rock on which it is built 
there is a fine and spirited representation, in very high relief, of a 
Parthian warrior on horseback, and behind him another ficure, 
but of a totally different type, with the hands bound and held up 
in a supplicating attitude, somewhat larger than life. The warrior’s 
head has been much disfigured, but everything else, even to the 
shape of his clothes and ‘armour, is remarkably well preserved, 
Beneath the figure is a large empty grot with a narrow doorway, 
Excepting in Arabic authors, I find no clue whatever to the old 
castle af Boshat ; but the name of Halda seems to have originated 
in that of the Armenian peg Haldia, the god of Ursa, Ring of 
Armenia, mentioned in the Van inscriptions, and in the great 
inscription of the Palace at Khorsabad,§ 
| emerging from the valley, the road debouches into the 
Ghazalee oe, on the right bank of the Batman Su. The road 
lies through a narrow gorge, which on the right hatid has two high 
rugged rocks called by the natives the ruins of Bukht Nusser’s 


~ Le Bello Persieo,’ lib, i. cap, a. 

t The name of * Khozrn,” and that of the nei hbouring distriet of « Khuru,” 
fitnated as they are, near the sources of one of the offluents of the Tigris, are 
suggestive of the Khuzirina of the Assyrians.—See Professor Kawlinsou's 
* Monarehies," voi, ii. p, 25.8, 


_ ? Bl Wakidi in his 0 jlosgen , Ls ce. . 
§ ‘Journal Asiatiqhe,’ Sixme. Serie, tome i, pp, 14, 15, 
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Castle. Enticed by the name, I clambered up with some difficulty 
to the top, but saw nothing more than a confused heap of stones. 
All about this neighbourhood are numerous sacred groves; the 
largest were called Devens Jimishar and Pir i Bad, the other names 
were Mahomedan, consisting for the most part of stunted oak and 
a species of poplar, with long, narrow, spear-like leaves which 
tremble and quiver with the slightest breath of air. These groves 
each bear the name of some pretended Mahomedan saint; but 
their presumed sanctity is more ancient than the era of the Islam 
conquest, and dates probably from the time when the Armenians 
had such croves, ae 8 adored certain kinds of trees, one of which, 
the Sia (baie ites): was particularly the object of their veneration.* 
Three hours east of Halda I forded the Batman Su, at Bashkaia 
village, not far from Zodeeb ruins, and then turned round, first 
font and then west to Duzla (eight hours from Heyni), crossing 
on my journey all the head waters forming the Batman Su, called 
by the natives the Mulp, Kaushan, and Sarum Sust At Duzla I 
was again near the Dibeneh Su, and, striking across the country till 
I mote it, followed its course to the source, a distance of nine 
miles from this. About three miles below the sources the river 
enters a high cave, 80 feet high and two miles long, running north- 
east and south-west, and emerges from it near the village of Korkhar, 
at a point where the rocks are smooth and hard. Here, just outside 
the cave, om the right bank, and some twenty feet up the face of 
the rock, is the figure of an Assyrian king, with ten lines of a 
cuneiform inseription, in excellent preservation. Further inside the 
cave, but on an uneven and misshapen part of the rock, is another 
nat and inscription, but unfortunately, owing to the irregularities 
of the surface and other causes, in a nearly illegible state.t During 





* * Moses of Chorene,” vol. i, cap. 20, p. 95, | 

ft At Millia village, about 14 miles from Duala, is a curious subterranean 
church, Eutrance to it was obtained by a flight of steps in the courtyard of our 
Christian host's honse. It is of great antiquity, and is dedicated to Mart Shamoon 
and her seven children, who suffered martyrdom under Antiochus Epiphanes, 
nc. 174, for refusing to eat hogs’ flesh at his order, The event is recorded to 
have taken place at the village of Susandra in Judea, A rode daub representing 
Antiochos with his radiated crown sitting on a throne, and the mother and her 
pests before him, is hung up over the high altar, and commemorates the 


{ Sir H. Rawlinson says one inscription and figure is that of Tighath Pileser, 
mc. 1110, and the other that of Ashur Izir Pal, nc. 880, the King of the Nimrood 
Monolith, See Professor Kawlinson's ‘Ancient Monarchies.’" The inseription, as 
translated by Sir H. Rawlinson, is “By the grace of Asshur, Shamas and Iva the 
reat gods, { Tiglath Pileser, King of Assyria, son of Asshor-ris-illim, King of 
in, who was the son of Mutaggil-Nebo, King of Assvria, marching from 
the great sea of Akhiri (the Mediterranean) to the sea of Nairi (Lake Van), for 
the third time have invaded the country of Nairi.” This monument exhibits the 
earliest Assyrian sewlpture known to exist, and is mentioned by Asshur-idanni- 
am the father of the black obelisk king, in his great inscription.—Professor 
awlinson's * Monurchies," vol. ii, p. 331. ™ 
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the spring floods, the river, confined in a narrow gorge with high per- 
edad cliffs, comes down with immense pealaae north-east end 
of the cave is naturally, therefore, a mass of fallen rock and smaller 
fragments; so, if at any time another inscription existed there, it 
must from these causes have disappeared long ago. I am inclined 
to believe 1% from oe numerous = apr ce choke ot 
stream, and the cave-like appearance through which it runs, this 
subterranean channel of the Tigris, or Dibench Su, extended close 
up to its sources, and thus gave some countenance to the fabulous 
length of its underground course as mentioned by Strabo. ‘The 
cave to the south-east ends close to the first inscription, but a few 
ards farther on the river passes through another high natural arch 
before it enters upon its course through the plam. A few hundred 
yards from this point it has again fallen in, and the remains of an 
ald bridge composed of cut stone let into the natural rock are 
visible on both sides of, but high up, the cliff, At one side of the 
cave, but perched up on the top of the mountain it has pierced, are 
the ruins of a small ancient fort. - From it a flight of narrow stec 
steps, cut out of the face of the rock, leads down to a shelf, from 
which, entering by a narrow doorway, another stair, tunnelled in’ 
the solid stone, conducts to an opening in the roof of the cave, at a 
considerable height, however, from the water, which, as there is no 
reason to believe that the stair was intended for anything else than 
a3 a means of supplying the garrison of the fort with water, must 
have been obiaived by a bucket and rope. At the base of the hill 
is a small level spot, round the edges of which are the remains of 
old buildings ae a dilapidated areh. ‘The country a little beyond 
this is called Dhu'l Karneyn, but in old Arab authors the Castle 
alone, the position of which is accurately described therein, ig 
Jnentioned by that name,* 
The early Arab geographers seem to have been 1 rfectly aware 

of this source of e Tigris, which they recarded. as the main 
branch, and described it as being north of Miafarkeyn, and close 
to the castle of Dhul Karneyn.f “Near it is an immense stalactite 
cave, called Bakireyn, with innumerable passages branching off in 
every direction: the natives say itextends to Erzerum. Accom- 
‘aa by a large party of Kurds, with torches and candles, I fol- 

owed the main passage for about one hour, and was then forced to 
return without finding an opening at the other end. 

_ The fanciful imagination of the Kurds had induced them to 
believe that the fantastic shapes of the stalactites were representa- 
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tions of men and beasts, idols of an earlier age; and they thought 
my visit to a spot which they all avoid was a pilgrimage to the 
Pantheon of heathen ancestors. 

This part of the Diarbekr Pashalik was a few years ago 
known by the name of Khanchoot, a corruption of the old name of 
Handsith,* called by the Armenians Andsda, by the Syrians 
- Hanzyth and Anzyth, and by the Greeks of the middle ages 
Kanzit,t and is probably the Anzetene of Ptolemy,} one of the 
eight provinces composing the Fourth Armenia. From here a 
mountainous road conducted me to the purely Kurdish districts of 
Genj, Zigtee, Yehki, and Taoos; then crossing the Euphrates or 
Murad Su, at the Armenian Village of “Dyk” or-“ Tyg,” I went 
through the Tchabakehoor plain, following the course of the 
Goomk Su and the fruitful Boghlan Valley; then across the hills 
to the old convent of Surh Garabed. I found the whole fraternity 
hopelessly involved in clerical squabbles, which they attributed to 
the advanced views of their bishop. I learnt suinoquntl that 
the prelate, who was a very enlightened and well-read man, had, 
disgusted at the levity and open profligacy of the priests, attempted 
to reform their character and curtail amusements scandalous to 
their cloth, and, at the same time, to introduce a better and more 
liberal system of education among the ¢iéves for the priesthood 
than then existed. His views displeased the old bigots about 
him, whe soon after procured his recall to Constantinople, on the 
pretence of his having favoured Protestantism. 

From Changerli, as this convent is also called, I descended into 
the plain of Mush, and not far from that town visited the site of 
Khoren or Khorni, the birthplace of the famous Moses of Chprene, 
the disviple and friend of Saint Mesrob, the inventor of the Arme- 
nian alphabet, in the fifth century. Khoren is situated in the 
ravine at the foot of the mountain, on whose slope is the famous 
‘Armenian monastery of Arakolets Vank. ‘The latter I found 
tenanted by an old greybeard bishop, who, it appeared to me, 
from an elaborately painted snuff-box of Parisian make (he had at 
his side), had not quite given up a desire for worldly pleasures. 
He had just arrived at the place, after a long exile in an out-of- 
the-way convent, as a punishment for having formerly indulged 
too ostentatiously in secular practices, which even among men of 
the world might be termed vicious, All around seemed falling 
into inevitable decay ; the rooms were bare and wretched, and the 
old bishop had to content himself with the humble cigarette, instead 
of the jewelled chibook of former days. In the church I saw a 
fine old manuseri het of the New Testament in Armenian, 


written on vellum, also an elaborately-carved ebony door, 
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which, I was informed, had been sent many centuries ago from 
India, as a yotive offering to the church. It bore a well-executed 
carving of a procession of horse and foot, elephants and tigers in 
high relief, sufficiently curious in itself as the gift of a remote 
Armenian colony ; it was more so as showing the ancient costume 
of that fallen nation, and the kind of armour worn by the valiant 
soldiers of Sempad, one of whose numerous expeditions it purported 
to represent. 

From here, crossing the Kara Su—I had previously forded the 

urad, into which it flows—I proceeded to Pre nerd, an Arme- 
nian village at the eustern aia of the fine Mush plain. At the 
back of the village is an ancient mound, with an old church on it, 
built of large blocks of black stone, and surrounded by broken 
columns and graves, with enormous headstones of the same 
material, aaah al es crosses, flowers, and inscriptions, in the old 
Armenian. a hunting about these remains I eal aoe three 
fragments of a lay midal stone, bearing on both sides a 
sharply-cut See ED the Van cuneiform. ‘Pevetal pieces were 
wanting, and the larger one I had found was, in addition, much 
mutilated by a large round hole that had been scooped out of its 
centre, in order to form one of the rude mills formerly in use 
among the villagers, This piece, when I discovered it, was doing 
duty as a headstone for the grave of a defunct ecelesiastic, An 
old Armenian priest, who pretended to more historical knowledge 
than most of his cloth, informed me that in a book in his possession, 
the ‘Ashkharatsuts,’ it was stated, that during the times of the 
idol-worship, three brothers came from the vicinity of Baghdad, 
called Mushiak, Tameyder, and Ospenik. The first founded 
Mush, the second Treymerd, and the third, Ospenik Kalla, near 
Sekhano, in the plain, 

I find some corroboration of this legend in an interesting 
article by Mons. J. B. Emin, of Moscow (translated by M.A, 
de cape who, however, only mentions two brothers, named 
Kisane and EAA ies i ndia 
and as having been established b alarsaces, 150 years B.C., in 
the pr rained Daron (Mush), On the western’ side of the 
Mush plain there are five other mounds, eg eating from each 
other, and two of them of some extent, all of them markj very 
ancient sites. Not far from this, in the Khunnus district, is the 
village of Haramyk, tenanted by a primitive set of Armenians, who 
professed a faith similar to Protestantism, They were known to the 
old Armenians as the Thontracites, from the Village of Thontrag, 
the residence of their founder, and had their rise in A.D. 840. 


* * Revoe de I'Orient,” tome xvii, sur la * Paganisme Armenien,’ p. 217. 
+ “Revue de ees. tone xvil.; Lasdiverd's * Hist. of Armenia," pp, 9-21, 
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In spite of the most dreadful persecutions, they still managed 
to hold their own till within the last few years, when most of 
those that remained in the old faith joined the Presb yterian 
American Church. I was informed that some of them who had 
emigrated to the Russian territory, near Gumri, still clung to their 
old faith, and that they used ai Prapaecheate called the‘ Panalee . 
Jismardutyan,’ or Key of ‘Truth; but others said it was taken 
—_ from them by their Russian masters. 

_ Froceeding along the south-eastern side of the Mush plain, 
a march of os hours brought me to the head of the Kara Su 
River,* one of the numerous streams that fall into the Murad or 
Euphrates, ‘The water was welling out of a large circular fathom- 
less hole of voleanic origin, having a circumference of 100 feet, 
situated in the middle of the plain. The effect of the water per- 
petually overflowing the crater, without the slightest effort or bubble 
of any kind, was very remarkable, as it seemed hardly possible 
that the numerous brawling streams that it supplied could owe 
their origin to this ania and apparently motionless reservoir. 
Close by was a Turbeh, in the Ikblat style, of a certain Qarabedani 
Agha, bearing the date of Ramadhan, 5th a... 687, From here, 
by the usual caravan road, I reached Bitlis in five hours. After a 
few days’ rest I again proceeded on my journey, following the 
banks of the Bitlis Su, through magnificent scenery, but over a 
wretched track in confined passes to within a few hours of Saert, 
when I diverged from the main road, close to the ruined Kalla of 
Durbeen, in a southerly direction, to the Village of Deyr Zin, a 
corruption for Deyr Azinar, so called from the remains of an old 
castle of that name, built on the top of one of the highest mountain- 
peaks in the neighbourhood, The view from the keep was most 
ee on two sides was a confused heap of steep mountains, 
and on the others the Shirwan and a th uplands, and Gharzan 
and Sileywan plains. From Deyr Zin my road lay through a 
ase soe and scenery, west to Minareh, and then north- 
west by Weys el Quran and Mileyfan, famous for its salt-works, 
to Huzu or Khuzu, the capital of the Sassoon district, and the 
seat of its Mudir. Huzu, or, as it is also called, Khuzu, is a 
tolerable town for Kurdistan, built upon one end of the mountain- 
i that bounds the Gharzon or Arzen Valley, intersected by 
the Huzu Arzen or Redhwan Su, which, not far from this point, 
breaks through the mountains and debouches into the plain. At 
one side of the town is a mass of nearly perpendicular rock, 
situated on the edge of a deep ravine, through which a small 
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branch of the Huzu Su flows.* On the top of this rock are the 
remains of a modern fort with old foundations, and down one side 
a long belt of rock, containing a regular series of small grots, 
equidistant from each other about 10 feet from the ground; one 
at the back of the ruins is more extensive, and double, the outer 
grot being 4 feet by 6, and the inner one 6 feet by 10. Two 
miles from this, in the bed of the ravine, is the ancient Armenian 
convent of Nor Sheen, or Nor Shiragan. It is dedicated to the 
holy cross, and contains a substantial portion of the eross-beam to 
which the faithful in such relics attach supernatural qualities, ‘The 
dissolute old bishop who presides over the establishment, and who 
looked more like a brigand than a priest, told me that it was 
built 1400 years ago, and that its sanctity ‘was 80 great that 
thousands flocked to it yearly from Russia, Syria, and Armenia. 
Numerous small streams coming from-the Sassoon and Moodikan 
mountains commingle a few miles above the convent, and their 
united waters form the river before mentioned, and which is noted 
in Kiepert's Map as the Yezid Khaneh Su. The ruins of an old 
bridge, bearing an inscription 800 years old, chokes the stream 
close to the village; and near it are several excavations made by 
the natives in search of salt, which is procured in large slabs about 
an inch thick, singularly pure, and having the appearance of 
opaque erystal. 

Retracing a former journey by Zok and Arzen, I reached 
Redhwan, following the course of its river. 

Two hours before reaching Redhwan, close to the ruins of 
Mamika Castle and the ruined Ziaret of Sholeen, on the right and 
left bank of the Arzen Su, are the ruins of a fine bridge of four 
arches; a part of it remains in good preservation, and was amply 
sufficient to show the magnificence and he of the original 
structure. The whole, when intact, was a double way covered in 
with’solid masonry to suit the purposes and prevent the confusion 
incidental to a constant and active cross traffic, Each way is 
8 feet broad, with a raised pavement on either side for the con- 
venience of foot passengers. In no part of the East have I ever 
seen a nobler relic, or one of a similar construction so suggestive 
of an active civilization and a teeming opulent population. I 
regret I could not fix the actual date of its erection, although from 
its style I should be inelined to attribute it to the earlier Eioobites. 
From Redhwan I went nha Kalla, situated on an upland 
about three miles from the Bohtan Su to Ba Til, three miles 


* St. Martin confounds Hnuzu, which the Armenians pronounce Hzou and 
Khzou, with Hizan, another and totally distinct distriet and town north of Saert, 
This is the more curious, as he nevertheless places Huzu correctly in Sassoon. 
“St Martin Mem, sur l’Armenie," rol, i, pp. 175, 176, 
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above the confluence of the Bitlis Chai with the Bohtan. From 
here the Taulik Pass, a steep and rugged ascent of an hour and 
a half, brought us to the crest of the mountain overlooking the 
small Saert plain, and in another hour.and a quarter reached the 
town itself, | 

From Saert, first descending the precipitous Hauraz Soro Pass on 
the right bank, and then following the left bank of the Bohtan Su, 
coming through splendid wild mountain scenery from the east, and 
crossing some of its tributaries, I arrived, in seventeen hours, at 
ae eyr, on the Shattak an a oo see in es 
listrict, passing eighteen miles from it the large Christian vj Lor 
of Dente nil Toren, situated on either side of a deep mika 
absolutely choked with enormous walnut-trees and luxuriant fruit- 
ardens and cultivation. About three miles north-west of Khoskhe 
he Mox and Shattak rivers join, and the united streams then ‘ike 
the “range of the Bohtan Su till it is finally absorbed in the ‘ ‘gris, 
at ‘Til. 

The country between Saert and Khoskheyr, and indeed 
generally in this part of Kurdistan, is a succession of hills and 
mountains with well-cultivated uplands and deep fertile valleys. 
The higher mountains take the same course as the rivers, with 
lower connecting ridges between them. The Bobtan Su, and 
streams that flow down to it, passing through — mountain 
scenery, are lined in many places by a thick fringe of almost 
impervious orchards, woods, and vineyards, encircling picturesque 
ees. Each bend of the river reveals new beauties, and the 
traveller, while contemplating these charming and peaceful-looking 
spots, can hardly reconcile their existence with the lawless character 
of the savage country, and of the people who tenant them. A 
closer visit, however, dispels much of this delightful illusion, and 
reveals a state of poverty, wretchedness, anarchy, and ruthless 
despotism hardly credible to any but those who have taken the 
trouble to step out of their path to judge of things with their own 
eyes, 

Khoskheyr® is situated at one end of the Harakol mountain, 
that here slopes down upon the Bohtan Su. It is sevoral hundred 
feet above the river, and the slope to it is covered with nume- 
rous carefully-cultivated gardens, yielding the finest aches, 
Brapes, igs, pears, and sultane raisins I ever saw or sated | The 
town itself contained, four years os 260 houses ; at present there 
are scarcely 120, and of this small number 50 had been gutted 


and burnt a few days before my arrival, in a conflict between two 











_, _be capital of the Bohtan Berwaree. Berwaree is derived from the Kurdish 
* Berwar,” Sega Ae shelf or step, as all the Villages are built on the shelves 
T Banned the bills, May it not be derived from the old Armenian King 
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local hostile parties whose chiefs were litigating before the Turkish 
rovernor at Saert. The Kurds here ime to a tribe originally 
Yezid, called Adian or Adiites, descendants as they say of the real 
Sheikh Adi, the saint of those extraordinary people. 

Having been informed at Saert that arrow-headed inscriptions 
and Assyrian sculptures existed at Hozcem, a village a few miles 
up the left bank of the Mox Su, in the pity ilcny eet by the 
close proximity of that and the Shattak river, I made preparations 
to visit it on foot, as the vis rape aad of the mountain road made 
it nearly impossible to reach it on horseback. Leaving my servants 
and bacgege at Khoskheyr, and accompanied by some Kurds as 
guides, | crossed the Shattak Su to its right bank by one of the 
composite wood-and-wicker bridges so common in Kurdistan, 
Before us were the steep barren heights of the Churruk Dagh, 
which occupied two laborious hours in ascending; but our fatigue 
was well rewarded by the extensive panorama obtained on arrivin 
at its extreme height. ‘To our right and left were the Shattak an 
M6x Sus, re ebay only from each other by a narrow though high 
mountain-ridge (from which I procured some rich specimens of 


copper and lead ore): running parallel to them, while before us was 
the smuili vy of 


i ¥ 


Bidar, backed by its old castle, and embedded 
| and luxuriant gardens. Our road to it was by an 
abrupt descent equally fatiguing as the ascent, but far more 
exhilarating, as we had the let of walking a greater part of 
the way in the shade of different kinds of trees that clothed the — 
slo Another two and a half hours’ walk brought us to the 
village, after we had crossed the Méx Su to its right bank. The 
distance between the Mix and Shattak rivers here is scarcely 400 
aes and the villagers informed me that in ancient times a canal 
ad connected them at this point. The mountains that rise 
perpendicularly behind the village form part of the present Mudirlik 
of Is , i name oeigoally applied alzo to the contiguous north- 
western districts, and forming part of the old Hysparitis of Strabo," 
After a short rest, we proces still on foot, by an execrable 
mountain-path (leaving the Méx Su on our right) towards a high 
peak called Sir 1 Khad th or head of the cross. It took us one and 
a half hour reaching it, when we ar had the Méx Su close to, 
but hemmed in by steep frowning cliffs, and the village of Akik in 
a small fertile plain below us, Descending into it, we were again on 
the river, our road being along its left bank close up to E ozeem, 
where we crossed it + hha rude bridge, and reached that village in 
three hours from Bidar, I was disappointed, on arriving, to find 
that the much-vaunted inscription was nothing more than a collec- 
tion of small crosses that had been scratched on the smooth face of 





f * Strabo, lib, xi. 
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the rock by the children of the place, while what had been taken 


for the sculpture was simply a huge mass of misshapen rock that 
had fallen from the heights above. Travellers in the East are so 
subject to similar disappointments that they think little of them ; and 
in this ease | was amply rewarded for the fatigue of my walk in 
having been able to ascertain the real courses of the headwaters 
of the Eastern Tigris, and to visit a beautiful and interesting portion 
of Kurdistan never before trod by Europeans. In the centre of 
the village was a fine old church*® with an elaborately-carved 
doorway. Similar work also decorated the interior, but the natives 
had taken considerable pains to cover it with mud and plaster so 
as not to excite the cupidity of the Kurds. Behind the village, and 
about twelve miles north-east of it, isthe high mountain of Aghovar, 
at the base of which is a cave from which issues the Mix Su. 
The distance from this cave, and the nearest point of the great 
Van lake is scarcely 30 miles of mountainous country; amyl it is 
ossible that Strabo might have alluded to this branch of the 
Pigris when describing the origin of that fiver to be in Lake 
Thospitis, and its subsequent underground course on emerging from 
it. As it is probable that he never visited the site, for a description 
of which he was-indebted to native reports, he might easily, from 
its described contiguity to the lake, have been inclined to believe 
inthe myth he has propagated.t The following tabulated form 
will give the names and sources of the different rivers forming the 
Upper Tigris, beginning at its extreme western or Arganeh Maaden 
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Weseteex Tice. 


| Names. 
a Ateaneh Maaden River. Dibeneh 
il. 


(These two unite as described at 
Ammaneh Castle, and form the 
Tharbekr branch of the Tigris.) 


The Ambar Su 


The Batman Su—flowing 6 miles 
east of Miafarkeyn, and which is 
formed of the united waters of the 
Kulp, Kaushan, and Sarum Sus— 
wie into the Tigris opposite Zeywa 


- 


Sources. 

Rising 20 miles west of Arganch 
Manion” town, and 10 miles ee 
of the centre of the Guljik. or 
Kharput Lake. 

Dibeneh Su, rising 4 miles x,w. of 
Korkar village. 

Rises at Heyni town, and falls into 
the Tigris opposite Kurkh. 

The Kulp Su rises about 12 miles 
north of Nerjiki village. The Kan- 
shan Su, 14 miles x.w, of Nerjiki, in 
the Darkush Dagh, and the Sarum 
Su, 10 miles ». of Peychar, 30 miles 
x.W. of Nerjiki. - 





* Dedicated to St. Stephen, St. John, and the Mother of Christ. 
T The Shattak River rises near the town of the same name. It is 20 miles east 


of Mix. Mr. Layard says Shattak (or Shach 


) stands near the junction of two 


considerable streamssforming one of the ‘head waters of the eastern Tigris, and 


uniting with the Bohtan So. The largest 
er a, obese ‘Nineveh ond Babylon,’ p. 420, 


VOL, XXXV, 


comes from — of Albagh, 
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The Khuzn, Hozu, Arzen, Redh- A collection of small brooks and 
wan, or Yezid Khaneh Su streams that commingle & miles w. 
of Huzu Town, falls into the Tigris 
8 miles w. of Til junction of East 
and West Tigris, 
Eastess Trans. 

The Bitlis Chai, which is the Bitlis Su rises about 8 miles w, 
wnited waters of that and the Keyzer of Bitlis. 
or Shirwan Rivers, and falls into the Keyzer or Shirwan Su risea jn 
Bohtan Sn near Ba ‘Til. Shirwan district, 14 miles s.w. of 

Sacrt, and joins the Bitlis Su at 
Gundey Millan, 6 miles s,w, of Saert, 

The Bohtan Su, which falls into Mix Su ot Achovar Cave, Shattak 
the Tigris at Til, is composed of the Su rises near Shach; they join 8 miles 
Bitlis Sn (above), the Mix, Shattak, w.w. of KRheskheyr, Shattak Su re- 
Chamkaree and Sarhal Sus, ceives the Chamkaree Su 6 miles xx, 

of Bidar, Sarhal Su rises 14 miles x. 
of Khoskheyr, and falls into the 
Bohtan Su at Kellees, 

Unlike the ec tively sluggish branches comr ing the 
Western ‘Tigris, which, before uniting with the Genk pice 
nerally flow through plains of alluvium, the streams of the 
Frasier Tigris run with arrow-like swiftness through deep rocky 
beds pent in by high mountains. Practicable fords at all seasons 
are rarely met with; and for this reason the different rivers com- 
posing it are, even in these degenerate times, better oridged than 
those composing the western branch, 

I walked back to Khoskheyr by a rude and difficult mountain- 
path that follows the course of the Shattak Su, and reached it in 
six and a half hours from Hozeem. All the working and 
industrious portion of the population of the mountainous districts 
here, and generally throughout Kurdistan, are Armenian and 
Nestorian Christians, livi in a state of serfage, they being the 
prpperty of the local Kurdish chiefs, who call them their “Zeer 

hurlees,” a term signifying bought with the yellow—meaning gold ; 
as, m fact, they are bought and sold in the same manner as shee 
and cattle. ‘This custom originated of course in the absence of 
any recognised government, and in the consequent independence 
and power of the Begs and Aghas upon whom the Christians were 
dependent. To ensure their protection, they first paid them yearly 
sums in cash, on the same principle as the Arab Khooa, but 
subsequently their increasing poverty and the avarice of the chiefs 
made it impossible for them to make the usual payments; and to 
xpulsion, therefore, from their old lands and country, they 
voluntarily submitted to the pernicious system under which they now 
live. Like the serfs in Russia, they are disposed of with the lands 
they cultivate, but cannot be sold individually, though the chief 
can appropriates much as he wishes from their yearly earnings, 
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capital or goods, As an instance of the light in which they are 
regarded by their Moslem owners, I will cite a fact that was brought 
to my notice in these parts, and corroborated by the Turkish 
authorities. The “ Zeer Rhos " of one of the chiefs was shot by 
another Kurdish Agha ; his owner did not attempt to retaliate upon 
the murderer, but quietly shot two of his “Zeer Khurlees,” 
although they had no part in the ascassination of their co- 
religionist, 

From Khoskheyr, after following the course of the Sarhal Su, 
another large tributary of the Bohtan Su, which it joins at Kellees, 
and visiting the districts of Eyruh, Deh, and Deyr Gul, I pro- 
ceeded to Jezireh,* and then west to Ispiss, in the Jebel Tur. It 
is situated in the middle of a mass of ruins, the relics of an ancient 
and very large town. At its north-east end is a deep and wee 
inaccessible ravine, through which a small stream runs towards and 
falls into the Tigris, irrigating in its course extensive rice-fields 
and gardens. On the edge of the cliff are the ruins of an old 
eburch, built, like the town, of black basalt, Three miles farther 
off, on the banks of a similar but dry ravine, are the ruins of 
Feer, where local traditions have it Shapoor put 6000 Christians 
to death on account of their religion, and for having induced his 
son to adopt their faith. In the mountainous country about this 
and Jezireh there is a kind of wild silk, procured in a quantities 
that the native women use it extensively for dresses. It is called 
Quz and Jez,t and is the produce of a caterpillar that feeds on a 
low shrub with dark-green serrated leaves, bearing clusters of 
flowers similar to the laburnum, which in time Hi, a bunch 
of pods very similar to beans. Striking south-west, in the direc- 
tion of the Mesopotamian plain, by the villages of Giri Worseh, 
Hazarnukh, and Delavi Kusri, we arrived at the old ruins known 





* The Tigris at Jezireh was formerly spanned by two fine stone buildings: 
OF the one near the town no vestiges beyond pieces of the buttresses exist, but 
of the second, which was some way below it, an entire arch near the right bank 
still remains. On its southern cornice the signs of the Zodiac, with their names 
in early Arubic, are carved with considerable spirit, nearly the size of life! In 
the town itself the most interesting remains are the ruins of the old castle of the 
Attabegs, with a beautiful circular Saracenic mosque in one of the courts, and 
the old mosqoe, with a magnificent bronze door curiously embossed and orna- 
mented, raised by the Zengide Abu el Qussem Makhmood Moez ed" Deen Sinjar 
Shah ebn Ghai, in the sixth century of the Hejireh, on the site of the old Christian 
convent of Mar Yohanna. On several parts of the walls are old defaced Arabic 
inscriptions, bat on the Habel Tor, in rude Cufic, is a record of Exel Islam Sanded 
edt had Abmed cbn Merwan—the Kurd Merwainde—of the fifth century of 

a a Bi 
t Pliny alludes to this silk in bis Nat, Hist., xi, 23. 





. Built by Jemal a? Deen Abu Janfer Mehemed ebn Ali cha Abi Mansoor E] Isfahanes, 
Wesoer of Quth ed’ Deen Modocd, Attibeg of Musul, [ba ir, Ad. 555, vol, xh 
fel. 204. Abul Peds, vol. ii, fol, 592, a N 
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here as the Hatem Tai Kalla situated on a hill in a mountain 
gorge overlooking the plain near Bazara village, where I pur- 
ased a fine coin of Demetrius Soter, and several Cutie, Byzan- 


La bey lai 
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No.3. Plan of Hatem Tul Castle (ancient Sisuronon), 
§..B.—All the circular marks are cisterns excavated out of the solid roc k. 


tine, and Roman medals. Considerable pains had evident! y been 
lavished to make this fort as impr APRs gemed ny and at 
points where it seemed eazy of access, the rock had been cut away, 
and inclines made steep and inaccessible by means of masonry, 
The principal buildings were constructed upon a rock that spring 

out of the summit of the hill; and some extensive reservoirs for 
water, of great depth, were red. out of the rock, and then 
arched over with stonework, as at Dara. The whole was encircled 
by a strong wall ; and some little way from, and below it, another 
wall, following the contour of the hill, surrounded the first, It 
was further strengthened and isolated by a cutting through the 
rock, similar to those alluded to in other ruined castles | have 
described. This place appears to me to be identical with the 
Persian fort of Sisauronon, which Procopius narrates was sur-- 
rendered to Georgius, an officer of Belisarius, while on his march 
from Nizibin to the Tigris. Four hours and a half west of 
Hatem Tai is the convent of Mar Bauai: and near it, in the 
mountains, the celebrated old monastery of Mount Izla, the seat 
and burialplace of the disciple Hilarion, Mar Auageem, or 
Eugenius, who first introduced monastic institutions into Meso- 
potamia. Not far from this are the ruins of another fort, called 










f* Procop. De Bel Pers., lib, ii, cap. 19. 
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Kalla Jedeed, a relic of the early Moslem period. From Mar 


Bauai I went to Nisibin. 

The important events that occurred im and about this old town 
when it was known under the different names of Zobah,* Nisibis, 
and Antiochia of the Mygdonians, would in themselves fill a 
volume; and the recollection of the mighty deeds that were per- 
formed here dispose one to dismiss the idea that the limited collec- 
tion of vile bovela that now mark the site could ever have been the 
arena for such important events. The only relics that exist of its 
more ancient date are fragments of some massive columns and 
heaps of rubbish a little distance from the town; while the early 
Christian period is marked by the imposing ruins of the large - 
church of St. James, or Jacob of Nisibis, who was raised he that 
see A.D. O20.T During his episeopatet Shapoor besie he cit 
for seventy days; the pious prolate aacendal the allroad with 
eyes upraized to heaven, implored aid from God, who sent such 
a swarm of gnats and flies§ as to drive the Persian army away.| 

It is known to the Armenians as Medzpine, and was given ny 
Arsaces to his brother Vagharschag (Valarsaces), “the beautiful, 
the skilful archer,” as his capital. According to them, the early 
Abgari held their court here; and it was the residence of their 
gods Naboc, Bel, Patriecagh, and 'Tarata!** Destroyed by an 
earthquake, it was rebuilt by Sanadrong, who encircled it with 
double walls and ramparts.tt Naboc, or Napok, is conjectured to 
be the Assyrian Nebo :t¢ and the valley of the Jaghjagha, north of 
Nisibin, which will be deseribed tana | , is known an the name 
of the Wadi Bir Nuser by the Arabs, from an Arab chief of that 
name; but, at the same time, it is highly suggestive, as being 
derived from the name of the idol former! worshipped here. The 
Nisibin River is called the Jaghjagha (Mygdonius of the Greeks, 
Hermas of Abul Feda), which falls into the Khaboor (Abornai of 
Judith, Chaboras and Aborras of the Romans) some way below the 
town. Above the town (where it emerges from the hills) the 
Jaghjagha has been divided into several small streams, for irri- 











* The name of Zobah is preserved to this day in the name of a Bedouin tribe 
of the same name who encamp in its vicinity, ‘They are now considered ag 
belonging to the Shamr, but they themselves lay claim to being, with the Tai, the 
early possessors of this region long before the Shomr invasion. Nazibina of the 
Assynans,—See Professor Rawlinson's *‘ Monarchies,’ vol, ii, p, 258, 


T ‘Assemanus," vol. i, p. 17. | 

+ Abul Furruj states the siege took place under the episcopate of St. Ephraim 

i Ibid., vol. i. p. 26, Abal Purruj, “Hist. of the Dynasties’ | 
__ | This tradition is perfectly reconcilable with what I have myself experienced 
in this vile place, and from the recollections I have of weary iia ys pestered by 


flics, and sleepless nights devoured by mosqui when | was compelled on 
| ‘ Moses of Chorene,’ wok p. 39. 


= hid, vol. i, 1. 200, ' +f Tbid., vol."t »» B97. 
"Revue Orientale,’ vol. xviii, p. 221, Sur la Boganiaate Armen,” 
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gating the large cotton and rice-plantation in its neighbourhood, 
From carelessness in irrigation a great quantity of the water 
escapes, and forms large marshy plots, which in summer and 
iutumn emit pestilential exhalations, producing very pernicious 
fevers. In those seasons it is shunned by the Bedouins, who, 
however, flock there in winter and spring, to obtain their necessary 
supplies, and to dispose of their produce. The northern part of 
Mesopotamia, in which Nisibin is situated, is peopled by Arabs 
and ‘Tureomans, The former consist of the Shamr and the Tai, 
who are dependent upon the Shamr now, although they formerly 
Were the real owners of the pasturages, It is only seventy years 
go that the Shamr, under Faresebn Omr ebn Mehemed ebn 
‘Abd | “Aziz, first came from Nejd, and occupied the country, 
the present Sheik Ferhan being the grandson of Fares ebn Omr, 
from whom the country they roam over is sometimes called b 
them Jeziret ebn Fares. It js hardly necessary to say that they 
pay no tribute whatever to the Tarkish Government; on the con- 
trary, their head-men receive a monthly salary from the Turks, 
and levy, in addition, black mail from every traveller and caravan 
passing through their territory, and also from all the Villages and 
towns an the plains subject to them, They are the curse of the 
country, and have totally put a stop to everything like cultivation 
and improvement in the splendid tracts they call their own. Under 
a strong and liberal government, and with the water system, 
climate, and soil of that part of Northern Mesopotamia terminated 
by the Jaghjagha and Khaboor, several thousand bales of cotton 
done: of a very fair quality, might be raised annually. Some two 
hundred years ago it used to be a favourite crop with the natives ; 
and at that time Marco Polo* was astonished at its quantity and 
fineness. Now, however, the country is literally a desert—q vast 
uninhabited plain, though studded profusely with old tumuli and 
heaps of rubbish, the former abodes of an exuberant, peaceful, and 
industrious population, 
The names and numbers of the different tribes, Bedouin and 
Fellaheen, subject to them are exhibited in the following table :— 
Tenia, 
3 hacen SP: de. see ewe eoeel abt tee ne ay 
Es’ Saieh :-— 
Saich .. 500 
El Eslem 1500 5 ., 
Es’ Sedeyd 0 


Carried forward .. 4. 4, ..* 8,00) 
re Marsdeu's ‘ Mareo Polo," p. 47, 
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Tenia 

m : Brought forward ... .. .. 9,000 
Fedagha, a tribe of Aenezee, with the Shamr .. 3,000 
Tai Armbs, with Shamr .. .. .. .. «-- «- 1,500 
Tents .. 4s ose) 13,500 


ANI these tribes are also subdivided into septs, The Mchemed, or reigning 
tribe, belongs to the Khuressh, . 





FPELLAUEEN [RIDES SUBJECT TO THE SHAM 
Tenia, 
J eboor 7 2 ry os ae =e a. =n a“. 1,500 
Bageara #% ae a4 or * hr es =e om 1,000 
(i 


ee ee ae ae. lag ae ne ee tcs 

Khudhr =e aa = a au on oe mi ae r 2,000) 
Harb oo as es * ai at nm 7 a an OO 
Hadidieen os am ain ee a on =n os 2,000) 
Albu Aasi.. 500 


PicRRIAn ala STREROPE Sad oy ADORE IN AS Chin 
Tents thease! 78800 dee 


Souls es ah -—- a8 ms 61,600 
All these pay tribute to the Shamr in money, grain, and cattle, 


The Tureomau tribes (they are called erroneously Kurds) are 
the Milleea and Kikeea, and are the descendants of the old Artokide 
Kings. Like the Fellaheen, they are completely under subjection, 
and pay tribute to the all-powerful Shamr, in default of which 
they would be driven, without the slightest hope of redress, from 
the villages and pastures they have possessed since the downfall 
of their race. The Milleea number 600, and the Kikeea 1000 
tents, and occupy the extreme northern part of Mesopotamia, from 
Mardin to Veyran Shebr, the ancient Tela.” 

Tbree-quarters of an hour north of Nisibin, and on the left 
bank of its stream, where it emerges from a ravine of Jebel Tur 
into-the plain, is a large rage Assyrian tumulus, called 
Tel Nuas, a corruption probably of the Greek word, signifying a 
temple. The remains of brick, pottery, and glass, seemed very 
old; and I procured from the people about two stone cylinders that 
had been found among the débris at its base. The Jaghjagha has 
two sources, the Av i pie, aud the Av i Resh ; the latter, however, 
being considerably farther from Nisibin than the former. As 
the course of the river had never been traced, or its sources visited 











_ Che ruins at pram Shehr are massive and most extensive. ‘They mark the 
site of Antipolis ax la, which was restored by Constantius, a.p. 350, who thay 
gave it the name of Constantina,—' Assemanus,’ vol. i. p. ay 
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y Europeans, I took this opportunity of reaching Mediat by the 
ein through which the different streams anid the Jaghjarha 
flow. ; 

In entering the valley through which the river runs, the traveller 
is at once introduced into a different climate and scenery. The 
hot winds and sterile look of the plain are exchanged at once for 
cool breezes—umbrageous trees and thickly-wooded gardens and 
groves extending for a distance of several ‘miles on both banks of 
Be ie, in strange contrast with the compa tively bare hills on 
either side. The size and abundance of the timber fully justified 
the name of the “ Forests of Nisibis,” from which T rajan procured 
the materials for his fleet. Here and there, on the left hand, are 
fragments of old massive walls (but nothing in a connected form) 
up to the village and ruin of Kyr Banos, a distance of 12 miles 
the district, as well as the valley of the river in which it is situated, 
being called the Boo Nusser. In two and a quarter hours we crossed 
to the left bank of the river—here a turbulent, deep, and rapid 
stream flowing in a rocky bed—to visit a ruined temple, 35 feet 
long, and 18 broad, called Chengi Sahaba. It has a double wall, 
built of Jarge blocks of black stone, each one measuring 3 feet 
3 inches long, and 2 feet 1 inch thick, situated in a confined and 
narrow angle of the gorge. Near it are numerous pieces of thick, 
ancient pottery, and an old grot, but no other remains, In half 
an hour from this I passed the junction of the Av i Spie, with the 
Av i Resh, and, following the former, reached its sources, consisting 
of a deep spring, and a stream that issues from the base of the 
mountain, half an hour afterwards. About the spring were masses 
of ruins, of the same construction and material as at Chengi 
Sahaba, but more extensive; and in the rock near it, several — 
neatly-constructed and capacious grots. A gradual ascent, still 
north for a couple of hours, through a prettily-wooded country, 
brought us to the table-land of Jebel Tur, and a couple of miles 
farther on to Daleen village; from whence a ride oi two hours 
West, over a rough mountain-road, conducted us to the ruins of Sha 
Resh or Dhu Rishk, situated in a small plain on the left bank of 
the Avi Resh, and a mile and a half below its source. ‘These 
remains, though more extensive, are in the same style, and built 
of the same material as already noticed at the Av i Spie and 
Chengi Sahaba. They are surrounded, and near! concealed from 
view ah Hh of old oaks, evidently of a much later growth than 
the original date of the ruins, for the dilapidated courtyards and 
arches are now choked by the fallen branches and rotter, trunks of 
many of the older specimens. A watercourse a mile long, 2) feet 
broad, and 5 deep, cut out of the solid rock, leads from the head 
of the Av i Resh close up to the centre of the ruins. The Av i 
Resh or black walt, i, 3 its name denotes, of a darker colour 
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than the sparkling crystal streams that form the Av i Spie or 
white water, and has its rise in a deep sluggish pool near some old 
rots, similar to those about the sources of its sister stream. From 
hae a pleasant ride of four hours and a half, passing through 
Anhel and Kushraf, took me to Mediat, from whence I returned 
through the Omerian mountain and Kharaib i Baba to Dara, and 
then by the usual road to Mardin and Diarbekr. 

The districts alluded to in this paper a Fa as already stated, 
the modern ‘Turkish province of Kurdistan. Watered by an infinity 
of noble streams, with a salubrious climate and rich soil, it yields 
to no other province for the variety and richness of its vegetable 
and animal produce, while its numerous mountain-chains abound 
in mineral wealth. Among its natural vegetable productions galls, 
gum-tragacanth, madder-roots, and the Pistachio terebinthus, 
from which the natives extract a fine oil (used in making soap) 
are the most important; the value of the export of the former 
alone being upwards of 35,000L Oleaginous seeds and olive-cil 
are produced in large quantities; and the quality of the former is 
s0 superior that it finds its way to many of the northern govern- 
ments. Sheep's wool was exported in 1863 to the value of 
70,0001; and mohair, the produce of the Angora goats, that thrive 
#0 wonderfully in the neighbourhood of Jezireh, was eagerly 
sought after, and bought up by native traders from Kaiserich and 
Constantinople, in the same period, to the amount of 20,0001. The 
manufacture of native cotton cloths, shallees made from mohair, aud 
short woollen cloaks, is actively pursued; and the shallee, for 
texture and variety of colour and pattern, shows the extraordinary 
natural intelligence of the Kurdish workmen, Jharbekr itself is 
famous for its silk piece-goods, similar to those of Aleppo and 
other parts of Syria; but, from its greater cheapness and dura- 
bility, more in request among the poorer classes of the mountains 
between Diarbekr and the Black Sea, Sheep are exported in 
large quantities*from the mountains and Desert to Aleppo, Da- 
mascus, and Beyrout; and camels, purchased from the Araba, to 
Kaiserieh and other parts of Asia Minor. The uplands and hills 
abound in several species of polecat, marten, foxes, and wolves, 
whose furs add Siiastnetahly in value to the sum total of the export 
list. A beautiful species of spotted lynx (Wushek) may be in- 
cluded among the former, although it is far more scarce than 
those enumerated. A rough estimate of the whole value of the 
acon and animal produce of the Pashalik, whether consumed 
at home or exported, will amount to more than 700,000 sterling. 
The approximate amount of the population living in the 2702 
villages and towns, or in the Desert under the Diarbekr goveru- 
inent, is as tabulated below :-— 
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Moslem | Christian Teak | Kime! Bash 
Hosea, Hooses, | Houses. | Houses. 





Diarbekr Sanjek .. .. 4. .. -s. | 23,407 ee #28 | 1,516 
meert Sante we ee ae oe os | 20,882 | GBD g17 1,000 
Mardin Sanjek.. .. 1. 2. 4. 2. | 21,101 6,413 | 489 

Nomad Kurds’ tents .. 4. .. .. 8,260 | - : 

Nomad Arabs’ tents .. .. .. .. | 13,500 Zs 

Agricultural or sedentary Arabs’ tents.. | 8,600 

Nomad Kurds with Arabs’ houses ra, 1600 


——— 


tents 


ee 


Atsixsoulseach .. ., a 





| 


129,990 | gso4 | 15,096 








The general average of taxes paid by each house, not including 
Arabs who pay nothing, is,—for a Moslem house, 147 p. = 
1é. Gs. 83d, aud for a Christian house, 188 p. = 12. 14s, 2d. annually, 
The gross revenue of Government is 179,921, against an expen- 
diture of 43,493/., leaving a net revenue of 1I6,0G02 Yet, during 
the prosperity of the Abbasides, deducting revenues of districts 
not now included in the Diarbekr Pashalik, the same tracts yielded 
anet annual revenue, derived principally from tithe on the produce, 
of 11,750,000 silver dirhems, which at Sd. only would rive 
440,0002* And considerably later, in the time of the Zengides, 
the comparatively small and now worthless district of Sinjar, which, 
however, included Nisibin, alone gave a larger than the 
present Pashalik. 


_————— ee 





IV.—The Lake Nor-Zaisan and its Neighbourhood. By A, 
Ankamor, Member of the Imperial Geographical Society of 
Kussia. “Translated from the Russian by Jous,Micuens, Esq, 

Lead, January 9, 1865, 
LAKE Nor-Zaisan is situated between 47° 40’ and 48° 20! w. lat., 
and between 83° 10! and 84° 50! x. long. (Greenwich), in the 
province of Yobdi of the Chinese empire. Its south-western borders 
very closely touch the Siberian frontier, adjoining as they are to 
the Kokpektinski district of the Semipalatinsk region, This lake 
spreads itself out in a broad and elevated valley, surrounded by 
mountain ranges on three of its sides: on its north-eastern or Altat 
side, on the north-western or Kolbinsk side, and on the southern or 
from the mouth of the Upper Irtysh, down along the left bank of 





© Ibu Bbpldvan, cop. 16, see. 3 of lib. i, of his *Prolegomena,* 
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the Zaisan, are severally known under the following appellations : 
Makrak, or Magarak, Charbulak, Tramuinak, Hatun, Amu, 
Urentau, Sarkul-Laba, and Urchun-Baba. The height of this lake 
above the level of the sea is approximately 1800 feet.* 
 Nor-4Zaisan Lake was formerly called by the Mongols Kun- 
Bloti-Nor, or the lake of bells, on account of its waves producing, 
when striking against some parts of the shore overgrown with 
reeds, a sound which resembled from a distance the tinkling of 
bells. Its present name of Nor-Zaisan has been given it by the 
Kalmyks since 1650, when, during a period of famine, they sup- 

themselves with the fish caught in the lake, and in grateful 
remembrance called it Zaisan, which in the Kalmyk language sig- 
nifies “ noble” or “ honourable.” 

The inhabitants of Siberia in the seventeenth century called this 
lake Kyzalpu.t The length of Nor-Zaisan, reckoning from its 
.. eastern extremity to the point where the White Irtysh flows out 

from its right shore into Rasiian territory, is 664 miles English ; 
and from hence to its extreme end, the distance is estimated at about 
20 miles. ‘The whole length is thus about 863 miles ; the width 
between the Golodayef and Volehi Capes is 10 miles; but farther 
on, it widens to 30 miles. ‘The whole surface measures about 2508) 

uare miles.f Soundings in the lake gave a depth in some parts 
of 40 feet. In former years it was of greater extent and depth ; 
and that such was the case is confirmed by the existence of sand- 
hillocks at a considerable distance from the present shore, and by 
the low marshy land in the neighbourhood of the lake being over- 
grown with reeds to a considerable extent. The waters_of_the 


» #aisan are transparent, fresh, soft, and good for= i purp 


but of a reddish colour in the deep pools and indentations. The 
lake becomes covered with ice between the Ist and 6th November, 
and again clear about the same time in May, Its level rises during 
‘the influx of the water of the Upper Irtysh from the middle of June 
to the end of July.*. The bottom of the lake is m some parts clay 
and in others mixed with small pebbles, and white, yellow, red, 
and blue varieties of silica. 

The shores of this lake are depressed and overgrown to a con- 
siderable extent from the water's edge with reeds. The borders 
for a distance of 20 miles from Baklany Point, below Barkhotisk 
Point, are bare; small molluse shells are found in the sands of the 
shore. Between Barkhotisk and Baklany Point, large quantities of 
stones of the size of a pigeon’s egg are washed on shore from the 





* According to accounts of Dr. Meyer, who visited the Altai in 1826, 
T Hitter, Erdkunde von Asien, 11, Theil, L. Band, p. 635, Siberian chronicle in 
raga oe preserved imthe library of the Tobolsk Yoclesias clegiastical Seminary, aun, 
G 


"| ‘Statistical Review of Siberia,’ by Hagemeister, v. i. p. 33.° 
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bottom of the lake, and they are overgrown with fine green moss. 
From the eastern end, on the right side, the headlands running out 
from the mountains are :—Baklany, Barhotisk, Vershinin, and Go- 
lodayef; beyond the latter, on the left side, are Capes Topolevoi, 
Peschanoi, Goloi, Volchi Sogrenski, Kylenzki, and three others not 
named, 

Two islands, the Kopinski, occur near the point where the Upper 
Irtysh discharges itself into the lake at its head, and peal sa 
island, called hylinski, hes off its lower end: here also there are 
many nameless islands overgrown with reeds. 

The following rivers fall into the Nor-Zaisan:—On its eastern 
shore: the Upper or Black Irtysh and the Kendyrlik. On its 
western shore: the Cherga, Arasan, Ters-Arlyk, Tatras Ta- 
mysyk, Tobissa, Kaburga, Aksuat, and others. The Black Irtysh 
issues out of the western slopes of the great Altai range in two 
branches, one of which, running due west from the Karadyk Hills, 
empties itself by a waterfall into a small lake, and then flows out of 
it in a steady stream ; the other branch flows from the south-east in 
a north-westerly direction, and uniting then under an angle with the 
other stream, receives the name of Irtysh. The upper sources of this 
river are supposed to occur in 90° 20’ x. long., and 47° lat. ; therefore 
the whole length of its course may be estimated at 4669 miles. Its 
bed is stony, and in some pers obstructed ny ra which—and 
particularly those above the mouth of the Burchun, render the 
navigation both dangerous and difficult, The banks of the Irtysh, 
from its mouth for about 134 miles up its course, are depressed and 
overgrown with reeds; farther on they become sandy, and at some 
parts rocky. ‘he waters steadily rise in it from the end of May 
to the middle of July, In September it becomes so shallow that 
boats carrying a burden of five tone in many places pase with great 
difficulty. The number of fords that occur a ong its course is pretty 
considerable, Generally speaking, it is even much shallower than 
the White or Lower Irtysh. According to Tartar traditions, the 
name of this river was given it by the Tartar Khan Irtyshak, who 
ruled over Siberia at the latter se of the 15th century, and who 
despatched men of experience from Iskar, his capital (142 miles 
above vohoiek), in search of the source of the Upper Irtysh. If 
the true etymology of the name of this river is Tartar, its deriva- 
tion will be from “Ir,” earth, and “ tysh,” earth-fissure or rent. It 
is probably so called on account of the chief of the two branches of 
the Irtysh falling in a cascade out of a mountain gap, The fol- 
lowing are the affluents of the Black Irtysh :—On its right, the 
Kran, Burehun, Koba, Alkabek, Kaljir, and Tokyr; and on its 
left, the Suptukurt, Ku-Trtysh, Burutogoi, issuing out of Uliungur 
lake, and the Temir-su, ‘The water of the Upper Trtysh, though 
of a coarse quality, is pure, and hence its dark stcaraice the 
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river has received the name of the Black Irtysh in distinction from 
the Lower or White Irtysh, the waters of which are turbid in ap- 
earance, The White or Lower Irtysh flows out of Nor-Zaisan 
ke at its north-western part, and-lat- 48°19 37", and long. 
oo oo ob °-B. It continues tts course first in a northerly direction 
within Chinese territory. It receives the Narym nearly at 
49° 14 55" lat, and bends sharply to the north-west until it 
reaches Bukhturminsk Fort. Over this distance, an extent of about 
153} miles, the country on both sides of the Irtysh presents a level 
plain, which imperceptibly declines to the north-west. The bed of 
the river is from 70 to 400 fathoms broad, and, like the Upper 
Irtysh, sinuous ; the banks, however, are generally depressed, rising 
only at a few parts from 1 to 2 fathoms. 
tween Lake Zaisan and Fort Bukhturminsk the Irtysh receives 
the following tributaries:—On its right bank: the Karaburek, 
Kalgut, Kurchum, Kainda, Narym, and Bukhturma. On ts left 
bank: the Bukon, Klushin Lakla, ‘Tchun-u, Kurkaragai, Ku- 
rumsu, Yakshi-ba, and Kurkura. ‘The Narym rivulet is note- 
worthy on account of the frontier-line between Russia and China 
occurring on its embouchure. f 
The following kinds of fish are found in the Zaisan :—The stur- 
eon (Accipenser sturio), the sterled (Accipenser ruthenus), the 
Velma salmon (Salmo Nelma), grayling or taimen (Salmo fluvialts), 
pike, roach, perch, trout (sa/mo ear carp, and burbot. The 
ak gee are of two species; the first have a light greyish skin, a 
ull head, snub snout; their length is in proportion ‘to their 
breadth ; the flesh is tender, rich, and of a fine flavour. The second 
have a dark shiny skin, firm and very coarse flesh, incapable of 
being softened even by Jong boiling; their heads are large, noses 
obtuse and bent upwards; their bodies are thick, and out of pro- 
rtion to their general size. ‘The sterleds of the Nor-Zaisan may 
divided into three species : “ Zaisanki,” a dark-greysh-skinned 
fish, having half as much fat as flesh ; its flesh is dry and coarse, 
and equally uncookable as the black-skinned sturgeon ; its weight 
is generally from 36 lbs, to 72 lbs, “Golovashki,” similar in 
quality to the Zaisanki, though differing from them in pomt of fat- 
ness; their heads are large, noses short, broad, and turned up 
wards; their weight varies from 6 to-20 lbs. This latter fish, 
together with the Zaisanki and black sturgeons, are caught in the 
Upper Irtysh, and but rarely met with in the Lower Irtysh. The 
ordinary sterled has a light-greyish skin; its flesh is soft, rich, and 
agreeable to the palate ; its weight is from 5 lbs. to 20 lbs. The 
sturgeon and sterled remain during winter in Nor-Zaisan Lake and 
“in the deep pools ef the Irtysh, and descend the river to spawn in 
the beginning of May. They are then caught at the mouth of the 
Irtysh until the 13th June; but from that date to the 27th July 
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the quantity of fish taken in the river is considerable. From the 
27th July to the 26th August spawnless fish are obtained, but 
the whole quantity caught within this period is small compared 
with the catches in April and May. From the 27th April fish also 
ascend the Upper Irtysh from the upper borders of Lake Zaisan ; 
they are caught about this time in the Upper Irtysh, but the flesh 
of these fizh is found to be hard and coarse. ‘The weight of the 
taimen reaches 144 lbs. ; the size of its head is in proportion to its 
general dimensions ; the tecth are sharp, scales soft, colour dark 
green with light shades, fins and tail red; in spring it is in fat 
condition, and though it falls off in autumn, it is still tender and 
tasty. Its roe is large, but watery and tasteless, It is a very 
ravenous fish, preys on every other of its own species, and on any- 
thing it can secure on the surface of the stream. The saiacks 
resemble the taimen in all points excepting size; they never ex- 
ceed 8 lbs. in weight, Both fish pass the winter in the Zaisan. 
In May they ascend the Irtysh and its affluents; in September they 
descend again for the winter into the Zaisan. 

At the fall of the Lower Irtyzh inte the Nor-Zaisan, and at the 
embouchure of the Black or Upper Irtysh, is situated the fishing- 
station of the Siberian Cossack troops. This fishery has been car- 
ried on by the Cossack soldiers for the benefit of their corps since 
the year 1803; its limits extended originally up the Irtysh, from 
the mouth of the Bukhturma as far as the river Narym, then to the 
Batayki pickets; later, however, parties came secretly as far as 
Nor-4aizan for the purpose of fuking Between 1522 and 1825 
the limits of the fishing-cround were extended by General Kopse- 
vitch to Nor-Zaisan and to the mouth of the Upper Irtysh, both 
for summer and winter operations, In 1842 the organisation of 
the fishery was changed, and it was decidell to detach 86 reserve 
Cossacks and two cfeats for the purpose of carrying on the fishery. 
Private individuals were prohibited from catching fish, and could 
only purchase them through the government agents. The fishing 
season generally commences in the middle of May, and ends in Lake 
Nor-Zaisan early in September. After this period the Cossack fisher- 
man ascends the Black Irtysh, and returns to the Krasnoyarsk 
Stanitea, near the mouth of the Narym, by the end of October. 
The revenue derived for the benefit of the Ciomack troops between 
the years 1842 and 1815 was 120,915 roubles(19,4872). At the 
present time the net annual profit arising to the troops from this 
monopoly is 10,000 roubles (15002). Salted sterleds, nelmas, and 
sterled roe are despatched to different places for sale; ice-cellars 
and depots being established for this purpose at Krasnoyarsk, Ust- 
samenogorsk, Semipalatinsk, and Omsk. ; : 

Although the fishing-station at the fall of the Lower Irtysh into 
Lake Nor-Zaisdn, and at the mouth of the Upper Irtysh, is within 
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the limits of the Chinese empire, the Celestial authorities never- 
theless, adhering to their peaceful policy, do not interfere with the 
Russians. In the middle of Jone a Chinese Anban* annually 
repairs from Chuguchak to the Batavski picket. A tent of white 
felt, with a linen covering, and bordered with blue festoons, pre- 
cedes by a few days the arrival of the Anban. The interior is 
lined with different stuffs, the floor covered with a reed-matting, and 
carpets are placed on the pallets. A standard, bearing the emblem 
of the dragon, is erected in front of the tent. ‘The younger mem- 
bers of the Anban’s suite follow him on horseback, while the satel- 
lites of a higher order are borne in handsome palanquins, which 
are escorted by Zenge, or under-officers, bearing py flags with 
the dragon’s device. Seventy soldiers form: the military guard of 
the Anban. On his arrival at Batavski picket, the Russian officer 
in charge of the Cossack fishing-station sends a messenger to the 
Ziirgan or adjutant of the Anban, to inquire when the Anban will 
be ready to receive him. At the time fixed, the Russian officer, m 
full uniform, and accompanied by his interpreter and several Cos- 
sacks, the latter bearing the presents intended for the Anban, 
betakes himself to the Chinese camp. ‘The Russian officer first 
visits the galdat, or picket-officer, who leads him to the Zirgan. 
The Ziirgan, after examining the presents, announces his arrival 
to the Anban, the entrance to whose tent is lined by Chinese sol- 
diers drawn up in two lines. The officer in charge of the Russian 
fishing-station, and his interpreter, are conducted by the Ziirgan to 
the Anhan. ‘This personage rises and greets the Russian officer 
by taking his ra he then makes inquiries about the health 

the Emperor, and the chief Russian authorities, and respecting 
the general wellbeing of the Russian empire, and lastly, whether. 
the Russians suffer any injury or oppression at the hands of Chi- 
nese subjects, To all these questions satisfactory answers are 
given by the Russian officer, in return for which the Anban ex- 
presses his gratitude, and exhorts the Russians to continue to pre- 
serve the same amicable relations in the future, inasmuch as the 
monarchs of both empires are in amity with each other. ‘The Cos- 
sacks then bring in the presents destined for the Anban, who at 
first hesitates in accepting them, but after making an inspection, 
receives them with grateful satisfaction; in return, he also makes 
some inconsiderable presents. ‘The overseer-olficer is then regaled 
with tea, spirits, meat, and pastry, which being discussed, the 
interview terminates. ‘The stipulated peace-offering of 500 dried 
sterleds for the Anban is subsequently delivered over to the Zirgan. 
The stay of the Anban at the Batavski pickets does not exceed two 
or three days. 

* Anhan. « i oe 7 . mm ani 1 colonel : 
sititeseen agen the region; ke-anban, colonel ; mod-apban, lieut. 
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Tn the reeds around Lake Nor-Zaisan there are many wild boars, 
which feed on the roots of the arundo calamagrostis, a variety of cane, 
called koga by the Kalmyks. Otters are also numerous round 
about the lake, and large herds of saigas ( Antilopa saiga) and wild 
horses inhabit the adjacent steppes. The immediate neighbour- 
hood of the lake is frequented by swans, geese, ducks, cormorants, 
pelicans, seagulls, plovers, snipes, bustards, and pheasants. There 
are no forests near, and the only plants that occur consist of the 
saksaul (Anabasis saksou!), meadow-sweet, and steppe acacia. As 
the saksaul grows only in the Kirghiz Steppe, and is unknown in 
Russia, it will not be superfluous to describe it more minutely. 
This coniferous tree attains a growth of 24 fathoms in height and 
6 or 7 inches in thickness, Its bark is yellow-green, its prickles 
soft, and salt to the taste; the wood is very solid and not pliant, 
being more easily broken than split. It burns even when damp, 
and gives out a pleasant odour. Along the course of the Rivers 
Kali, Koba, Burehun, Kran, and Ku-Irtysh, poplar, aspen, and 
birch trees grow plentifully, while at their sources are found the 
silver-fir, pine, fir, larch, and cedar along the Kran. 

Amonget the earlicr Russians who visited Lake Zaisan was the 
Boyar Theodor Baikof, Russian Envoy to China. In 1665 he 
started from 'Tobolsk, and reaching the ulus (camp) of the Kalmyk 
Faishi Ablai, passed the winter there. In spring be proceeded 
farther on his journey, and after travelling 13 days arrived at the 
Beska Rivulet, which falls into the Irtysh. Near this small river 
Ablai was then erecting two stone palaces, surrounded by a high 
wall: these buildings, known now by the name of Ablai's Halls, 
are situated at about 469 miles along the route to Kokbekty, on 
the left side of the Irtysh, in a beautiful and open valley, inter- 
sected by the small Ablaiketka Rivulet. This spot Baikof left on 
the 12th July, and reached by the 26th July the camp of the sons 
of Kontaishin; from hence, after a journey of 10 days, he arrived 
at Lake Kyzalpu, or Nor-Zaisan, beyond which he journeyed for 
17 days to the sources of the Irtyzh, proceeding then to China. 

In 1719 Captain Urasof and Ensign Somof received orders from 
the Emperor Peter to proceed on an expedition to the town of 
Yarkand, in Eastern Turkistan, and, with the object of examining 
the gold-producing regions of Central Asia, they surveyed the 
shores of Lake Zaisan and the banks of the Upper and Lower 
Irtysh, which they reached in boats built in the Yamyshevsk 
fortress. 

In a ukase issued in 1719 to Sukharef, the Governor of Siberia, 
he is ordered to survey the Kalmyk lands to ascertain the number 
of troops in force there, and to induce the local Faishis to take the 
oath of allegiance to the Tsar. With this object General Likharef 
was despatched ‘from Tobolsk in 1720 up the Irtysh with 34 light 
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flat-bottomed boats. His forces consisted of 440 eoldiers, drafted 
from Tobolsk and the forts of Yamyshevsk and Semipalatinsk, and 
30 field guns and 6 mortars, The’ expedition reached Lake Nor- 
éaisan: Likharef, however, could not find any convenient spot on 
the low shores of this lake for building a fort, and proceeding 
accordingly to the Upper Irtysh, he ascended it for 12 davs and 
passed beyond the parts visited by Urasof and Somof. (Goldai- 
Cheren, son of Tsevan-Raptan, who was encamped at that time 
with 20,000 Kalmyks on the left bank of the Irt sh, guarding the 
north-eastern frontier of Djungaria against the Ci Inese, astonished 
at the sudden appearance of the Russian flotilla, resolved to antici« 
pate the attack. The Kalmyks evinced a desire to enter into 
negotiation with the Russians, and requested that a “ tolmatch,” 
or interpreter, should be sent to them. Likharef, however, paid no 
attention to this message, and continued his Journey, covering his 
boats as they advanced with a party of musketeers, Seeing at last 
the dangerous position he would be placed in should the Kalmyke 
attempt to cut off his retreat in the autumn, when the Irtysh 
becomes shallow, he entered into treaty with them and assured 
them that the sole object of his mission was to ascertain where the 
Upper Irtysh takes its rise, the possibility of its being ascended to 
its sources, and to search for minerals. Although Likharef’s expe- 
dition proved barren of results, nevertheless, in furtherance of the 
views of Peter the Great, the occupation of a vast region was at 
the same time effected and a line of forts established, which served 
as bulwarks to the then rising Russian settlements in Southern 
Siberia. In 1757 the Siberian line was extended, under the name 
of the New Siberian or Ishim line, as far as the advanced posts of 
Orenburg. Soon after the completion of this line, the strife and 
bloodshed, which lasted for ten years between the successors of the 
ms ae ruler Goldai-Cheren, led to the establishment of Chinese 
rule in Djungaria, and early in 1755 two Chinese armies, supported 
by the troops of Amursana, one of the Djungarian disputants, 
appeared to carry out the division of the Oirad territory into four 
ei provinces, to be placed under Chinese administration, 
The traitor Amursana, when calling*in the aid of the Chinese 
against his countrymen, did not anticipate such an untoward ar- 

ingement, but caleulated on becoming sole ruler over the whole of 
Djungaria. In 1756, when the Chinese generals were congratu- 
iting themselves on the success of their expedition, Amursana, 
detaching himself from them in order to carry out his own ambitious 
projects, compelled the Bogdykhan to send out another army against 
him, and which accordingly took the field in 1757. Ne yeh, the 
Governor of Orenburg, foreseeing the speedy downfall of Djungaria, 
had previously, in »the year 175b, pisented the annexation of the 
country as far ag Lake Nor-Zaisan, It was, however, too late, as 
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Djungaria had already been devastated; and the Kalmyks, who 
had sought refuge in Siberia, bewailed their sufferings and described 
the horrors perpetrated by the Manchju-Chinese detachments. In 
this critical condition of the boundaries, in the neighbourhood of 
which the Manchju-Chinese committed everything to fire and the 
sword, it was incumbent on Russia to place ber frontier in a defen- 
sive condition. ‘This duty was confided to Soimonof, the Governor 
of Siberia, with whom the military authorities were instructed to 
co-operate. In 1759 it was remarked that if Chinese junks eailed 
with hostile intentions out of Lake Nor-Zarsan, their progress could 
not be checked by forts and along the Irtysh; that the 
Kolyvanokugnetsk line did not defend the mines and those worked 
beyond in the Altai; that it did not protect the Teleuts who noma- 
dised in the vicinity of the Teletsk Lake; and it was, therefore, 
for these reasons decided to extend the line up along the Irtysh, 
from Ustkamenogorsk, through an easy pass, to the River Bukh- 
tarma, and the edloption of this measure was all the more advisable, 
seeing that the Chinese, the new rulers of Djungaria, would have 
no reason to dispute our occupation on the Bukhturma, if we did 
not station a force and establish ourselves permanently on the 
shores of the Aaisan, 

In 1763 General Springer was appointed Commander-in-Chief 
over all the Siberian lines, He was instructed, among other things, 
to erect a fort on the Bukhturma River, which was to prevent any 
Chinese vessels leaving the Lake Nor-Zaisan. In the following 
year Lieutenants Zelenoi and Henezer were despatched, in the 
month of June, with a vessel and several boats to the Nor-Zaisan, 
This expedition convinced the Russians that a Chinese flotilla was 
not dangerous to Russia from that quarter. 

Hares now dwelt exclusively on the Lake Nor-Zaisan and its 
affuents, let us complete this article with a few observations on the 
neighbourhood of the lake. 

Twenty versts below the Kaljir Rivulet, flowing from the right 
into the Upper Irtysh, stands a large stone, called the tuetash, and 
which from a distance has the appearance of a camel, Near the 
same place and where the bank of the river is pretty high, there 
exudes a slight stream of petroleum (Afumen burkenceiee cun- 
taining sulphuric acid and a considerable quantity of earthy and 
resinous matter. 
aon vit pene Se fol: Rivules which also falls into the 
Upper Iri from the right bank, stands a hill, occupying two- 
thhus of a mile in pais and bearing the ee of Py hedevts 
Mountain. It is formed of horizontal layers of ochre, varying in 
colour from dark-red to red, yellow, and white. The local Kir- 
ghizes prepare achudas or alum (A/wmen nativum) from the red 
ochre, and alao find the alum in a crystallised state (lumen 
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nativum cristallisatum). The Kirghizes use this mineral in colour- 
ing their wares, Saltpetre, it is said, is also found in the neigh- 
bourhood. Hillocks of varied stratification, like Achudasta hills, 
are very numerous, particularly in the direction of the Altai, on 
the right side of the Irtysh. Hillocks of similar formation occur 
also in localities near the Irtysh along the Kurchumu Rivulet, and 
ou the right side of the Zaisan. 

Near the source of the Ku-Irtysh, which falls into the Upper 
Irtysh, there is, according to the accounts of the Kirghizes, a hill 
of solid stone, from which naphtha is discharged. This naphtha was 
at one time supplied to the Bukharians and 'Tashkendians ; but 
lately the Chinese have interdicted the sale of it and placed a 
guard over the spot where it used to be obtained. 

In the Altal Range, opposite the upper end of the Nor-Zaisan, 
at the distance of about 66% miles from it, is the Lake Marki, 
which is approximately 264 miles in length and 164 miles in 
breadth, its shores are in many parts rocky and high, rs 

_ Between the Rivers Burchun and Koba, at a distance of 10 miles 
from the Upper or Black Irtysh, is a small saline lake, The salt 
which is deposited around is used for cooking purposes by the 
wanderin “Kalmyks and Kirghizes. Between these same rivers, 
20 miles from the Irtysh, stands a hill of mica, the gleam of which, 
in clear weather, is visible for a distance of 64 miles. In former 
ape this mica was transported for sale to Semipalatinsk and other 
: Proceeding about 64 miles up the River Kalj'r, which issues out 
in a series of large falls from Lake Marki and near the Karamodan 
Kivulet, which also flows out of this lake, stands a large fortifica- 
tion, surrounded by a wall of unburned bricks. Ata distance of 
13} miles from this fortification, in the searped and rugged side of 
a rocky mountain, there is a cavern which, according to Khirghiz 
tradition, contains a treasure, consisting of precious metals amd 
jewels of great value, deposited there by the Kalmyks after Amur- 
sana’s outbreak against the Chinese, when they were obliged to 
seek refuge in Russian territory. This place is called “ Kaima,” 
1. @ treasure, 

Between the Tarbagatai and the Saksan Mountains, near the 
source of the Cherga Hivulet, which discharges itself into the 
Nor-Zaisan, stand two forts of considerable size, at a distance of 
about 164 miles from each other. ‘They are erected of rough 
stunes, and show but few signs of dilapidation In the interval 
between these forts a stone wall, extending for 8 versts, has been 
erected. This place is called Kergen-tash, | 

_In the Altai Range, at 20 miles from the Upper Irtysh, and 
situated on the Bugula Rivulet which falls into the Belezek, large 
_ Fa 
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and ruinous buildings may be obzerved, and to which the Kirghizes 
give the name st Saely tan, I did not succeed in getting a 
information respecting these buildings; but it must be suppose 
that they were erected by the Djungars, and abandoned by them 
on the overthrow of their dominion in 1757. 

At the southern extremity of Makrana, an offshoot of the ‘Tar- 
bagatai Range, there are warm mineral springs, near whiclr stands 
a Buddhist temple. Within a few years ago the Chinese had 
recourse to these springs for curing different maladies; but now, 
owing to the proximity of the Russians, they no longer frequent 

Til. a 

Near the source of the Arasan-Koba Rivulet in the Altai, and 
close to Sart-tan Mountain, are two mineral springs which issue out 
of a small mound. This water is cold and as white as milk: it is 
also held in great esteem by the Chinese. ‘The water of one 
spring is drank by men, and that of the other by women. 

The neighbourhood of the Zaisan and that of the rivers which 
fall into the Upper Irtysh abounds in wild animals of different 
descriptions, such as tigers, leopards, lynxes, cats, bears, wolves, 
foxes, Corsac foxes, wolverines, badgers, beavers, martens, squirrels, 
Siberian weasels, moles, ermines, and others. — 

The population around Nor-Zaisan is distributed as follows :— 

From Chuguchak along the western shore of the lake and the left 
bank of the Toes Irtysh (to the fortress of Ustkamenogursk and 
along the rivulets running down from the Kolbinsk and Karatal 
Ranges) the Kirghizes who nomadise both in summer and winter in 
those localities are Russian subjects, and engaged, especially those 
occupying the course of the Bazarka, in raising crops for their own 
ied deal with the assistance of irrigation. They likewise rear 
cattle. 

From the River Narym upwards, along both sides of the Irtysh 
and the right shore of the Wok Zateas as far as the River Kaljir, 
are the camping-grounds of the Kirzhizes, under Chinese dominion. 
Along the left bank of the Jake upwards from the Chinese ickets, 
and following the course of the Upper Irtysh to Uliungur Lake in 
the Tarbagatai Mountains, roam both in winter and summer the 
Kirghizes, who were formerly ruled by the famous Sultan Haiber 
Shaniaz, but who are now governed by his descendants. . 

_All the Kirghizes who occupy both sides of the Irtysh and the 
circumjacent parts of the Lake Nor-Zaisan, strike their tents after’ 
the 13th of June ane migrate with their herds, which are much 
harassed by the gadflies during the hot weather, to the Altai, 
where they cer! det the foot of the mountains on the broad and 
rich pastures of the valleys until the month of September, The 
Chinese Gobdinsk pickets are also removed at the same time, for 


LI 
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during the summer months all the Kirghizes abandon the Upper 
Irtysh, with the exception of a few who are left to guard the cul- 
tivated patches against the depredations of boars and herons. 
Mongols nomadise in the neighbourhood of the sources of the Ku 
ami Ak-Irtysh, Suptu and Suptu-Kurt Rivulets. Near, the 
sources of the Black Irtysh, Kran and Burchuk are the camping- 
ground of Kalmyks of the Urunkhaits tribe, On the Tarbagatai 
Range, near the Saul-‘Tau, Kyzyl-Sdyr Mountains, and around 
Uliungur Lake, the country is occupied by Kalmyks of the Torgout 
tribe. They are all governed b Manchjur officials of different 
grades, such as Zaisans, Noyons, Taiiis, Saloutchi, and Anbans, the 
ughest in rank. A wooden house in the Chinese style has been 
built for the Anban in the steppe, This locality is resorted to in 
summer by many Kalmyks, mostly of the highest and richest class, 

with their families and cattle, and in this manner a regular town is 
- formed round the Anban’s house, The above Manchjur officials 
are sent in command of the pickets stationed from the Kiver Kaljir 
to the town of Chuguchak, and to the similar line of pickets ex- 
tending from Chuguchak past the western edge of Nor-Zaisan Lake, 
The object of these pickets is apparently not so much to guard the 
frontier as to prevent the Tartoul Kalmyks from crossing over into 
Russian territory. Each picket is commanded by a Manchjur 
officer and about twenty-five soldiers. 

The road running near the Upper Irtysh, Nor-Zaisan, and along 
the right bank of the Lower Irtysh, is sufficiently good for horses, 
camels, and carts, with the exception of a few bad parts, which 
might easily be rendered passable. The Rivulets Kurchum, Kalpr, 
Kaba, Burchun, and Kran, run across the road and are forded in 
3 an afr Another road extends from the thee x eg redoubt 
along the left bank of the Irtysh to the Batavski pickets, where it 
aa the Chinese road. This latter runs past the Se and 
Bukonsk pickets as far as the picket on the Bazarka Rivulet ; from 
hence it proceeds along the left shore of the Nor-Zaisan Lake 
across Cherga Rivulet, past Kok-Tash Mountain to naa el Lake. 
This route is also pass: ble for carts with moderate loads, Travellers 
may also proceed d own the Cherga Rivulet running through a defile 
in the Tarbagatai Range, and which brings them to Chuguchak. 
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V.—On the Basin of the River Mahanuddy. An Abstract of the 
Geographical Portion of a Report by Mr. R. Tempne, Chief 
Commissioner of the Central Provinces. 1862. 

Read, Feb. 14, 1565, 

Mr. Temrre, Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, visited 

the Mahanuddy River and its tributaries during February, March, 

and April, of 1863, and wrote a general report on the region which 
they drain, in September. | : 

The Mahanuddly River rises about 85 miles south of Raepoor, in 
a mountainous region which bounds the Chutteesgurh plateau on 
the south. ‘This region is probably the wildest of all the wild parts 
of these provinces, From its source to a point called Sheonarain, 
the Mahanuddy is comparatively an insignificant stream, but near 
the latter place it is joined by three affluents—the Sheonath, the 
Jonk, and the Husdoo, The Jonk, which rises in the same hills 
as the Mahanuddy itself, is never navigated, The Husdoo, rising 
in the uplands of Sirgoojah to the north, flows nearly due south- 
wards till it joins the Mahanuddy, and is navigated for about 
30 miles above the junction, The Sheonath, up to this point, is a 
finer stream than the Mahanuddy. Rising in the range which 
separates Chutteesgurh from the Nagpoor country, it is navigated 
for the last 50 or GO miles of its course. 

From this point the Mahanuddy increases considerably in 
volume, and is quite navigable during the greater part of the year. 
After flowing for 60 miles in an easterly direction, it changes its 
course to the south near Puddumpoor, and enters a series of rocks 
which crop up all over its bed, Strugghing through maszes of 
rocks, it flows past Sumbulpoor, and at Sonepoor is jomed by the 
River Tel, which has a course of 200 miles from the south. Here 
the Mahanuddy, ect easterly course, pursues a tortuous way, 
confined and tossed about between stp and crags of rock for 
many miles, till it reaches a place called Dholepoor, where its 
troubles come to an end ; and, rolling its unrestramed waters along, 
it makes straight for the range of the Eastern Ghauts, Then it 
pierces the mountains by a gorge about 40 miles in length, slightly 
inferior in grandeur, but equal in beauty, to the go of the 
Godavery. There, overlooked by hills and shiaded by es on 
either side, it flows deep and quiet, navigable at all seasons, 
Emerging from the hills, it expands its bed and spreads itself over 
gands till it reaches Cuttack, where the Delta commences. 

The distance from the point where the Sheonath commences to 
be navigable to Cuttack is 590 miles, of which 150 miles are navi- 
gable all the year round, and the rest for leas than half the year. 
To this may be added 30 navigable miles of the Husdoo, and 150 
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of the Tel. The total length of the Mahanuddy Hover system 1s 
1410 miles, of which 690 are navigable. 

Of the countries watered and drained by this great river-system | 
the most important is Chut rh, on the upper Mahanuddy, a 
vast flat plateau, open and cultivated, but surrounded on all sides 

y hilly and wooded tracts, which form distinct watersheds. The 
hills on the south side of the plateau are among the wildest of the 
wild tracts in the Central Provinces. From their southern face 
the waters tend towards the Godavery, and from the northern they 
run into the Mahanuddy. 

‘The area enclosed by these mountain boundaries consists chiefi 
of plains, offering an enormous field for improvement. ‘The plateau 
is called Chutt rh, which means 36 _Gurhs, or subdivisions of 
territory. If was once ruled by a half-civilized Rajpoot dynasty, 
which had its capital at Ruttunpoor, in the northern part of the 
plateau, now chiefly remarkable for swampy tanks and interminable 
rows of mango-trees. From 1750 to 1854 Chutteesgurh was part 
of the Bhonsla kingdom of Nagpoor, and in the latter year the 
plateau was annexed to the British dommuons. 

The culture of cotton is fast increasing in Chutteesgurh, and in 
the season of 1862-63 there were 51,000 acres under cultivation, 
yielding 2,600,000 Ibs. It is remarkable that, though situated in | 
the midst of territories where forests are so abundant and over- | 
whelming, the plateau of Chutteesgurh itself is so destitute of wood | 
and shrubs that fuel has to be obtained from long distances, | 
Owing to the vicinity of hills and forests all round the plateau, the 
rains are so tegular and copious that droughts are unknown, and 






artificial irrigation is not attempted ; so good and moist is the soil, 
that even sugar-cane can be raised without regular irrigation. 
But this plateau, so propitiously endowed by nature, is but an ) 
oasis surrounded by comparatively desolate regions. Though in | 
— rich, it is on all its four sides cut off a sieatons Its : 
trade is out of all ) rtion small, as compared with the population 
and produce of ais count. One consequence is that the pedals, 
especially that of the cereals, is so superabundant sg the 
demand of consumption on the spot, that in recent years the prices 
of produce used to be even four times less in Chutteesgurh than 
elsewhere, and the corn even rotted in the stacks for want of a sale. 
But for the last three years Chutteesgurh has been regarded as a 
granary for Nagpoor, Berar, and even for the Deccan, and the 
exportation of grain to the westward has consequently been very 





great. | , 
The area of the plains of Chutt rh is computed at about 
10,000 square miles, of which about half may be cultivated. The 
number of villages and towns is calculated at 7802, and the popu- 
lation at 1,548,155 souls, chiefly Hindoos of the lower classes, 
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with a sprinkling of Brahmins, Rajpoots, and Mabhrattas. The 
population, generally, is the most ignorant imaginable; dark super- 
stitions prevailed up to the most recent period, and even now there 
is difficulty in preventing men from maltreating and even murder- 
ing old women for witchcraft. 

The hill-country to the south of the plateau is inhabited only by 
Gonds, and there is a hill named the Dullee Pahar, in this tract, 
which ‘still has an unexhausted teak forest. The hill-district 
between the Mahanuddy and the Jonk River is chiefly remarkable 
for its sal forests, with which it is literally covered from end to 
end. The trees grow chiefly on the banks of the small streams 
which flow into the Jonk, There are also some teak-trees, and it is 
proposed to establish a teak-plantation in this tract, where the soil 
is good and appears suitable for its growth, and where the rivers 
Jonk and Mahanuddy will afford water-carriage for the timber, 
The hill-country to the north of Chutteesgurh is very wild, afford- 
ing a variety of charming scenery, in many places being full of 
ravines and deep gorges, entirely covered with forests. The bills 
contain coal and iron, The whole territory is more or less covered 
with a vast sad forest of some 300 square miles in extent. There 
are several remarkable hills, some of which are crowned by old 
strongholds of the Rajpoot robber-chiefs, who formerly held this 
country. The most remarkable of these is Laafa Gurh, about 
3300 feet above the sea. Its scarped sides, which are almost per- 
pendicular, rise more than 1000 feet directly over the plain below, 
and the only means of access is a narrow pathway, defended by 
two massive stone gateways, with large bastions and towers, | 

Outcrops of coal are found in numerous places all over the 
Husdoo valley ; narrow seams of bituminous coal, interspersed with 
thin bands of shale, and containing more or less sulphur. It burns 
fairly, and gives out a good amount of heat, and the natives use jt 
peraly for smelting the iron ore, which abounds all over these 

istricts, 

Below Chutteesgurh the Mahanuddy flows through the Sumbul- 
peor country and the Gurjat states, where its banks are, for the 
most part, under cultivation. ‘The produce of the Sumbulpoor 
district consists of cotton, rice, pulses, castor-oil seed, linseed, 
sugar, and tobacco ; but the soil is unsuitable for cotton, 

¢ sal forests of this part of India are collected, as it were in 
one mighty belt. This belt commences in the plateau below the 
Kymore range, near the left bank of the Soane, spreads all over 
the Mundla Hills, clothes with wood and foliage the hills round 
the sources of the Nerbudda, fringes the northern frontier of Chut- 
teescurh, and covers the hills of all the districts of the Mahanuddy 
and its affluents, down to the Eastern Ghaut Mountains; then, 
striking across the*Gurjat country, it approaches the source of the 
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Mahanuddy, and it is found in a valley of one of the affluents 
of the Godavery. Here at length it stops, having expanded 
luxuriantly over a length of 700 or 800 miles im all. The sal 
sadaabtadls forms one of the most important natural resources of 
the Mahanuddy districts. The wood, when arrived at maturity, 1s 

: of great strength and durability, equal, indeed, to that 
of teak. It is very tough, and is even in its fibre. The great 
objection to it is that, being so full of sap, it cannot be thoroughly 
seasoned under about ten years. And until the wood is thoroughly 
seasoned it will not float, certainly not under eight years. If, 
however, the fermentable sap is diluted by immersing the logs in 
water, and then drying them in the shade, they will be sufficiently 
seasoned for building purpose in half the above period. 

The number of navigable miles of the Mahanuddy and its tribu- 
taries may be stated at 690 miles; but over the larger portion of 
these the navigation is only open during the monsoon or rainy 
season, differing, of course, on the various portions of the river. 
From Cuttack for 150 miles up, however, the navigation is open 
throughout the year. About 200 boats are now employed in the 
traffic between Chutteesgurh and Cuttack, down the Mahanuddy, 
during the rainy season, The boats are all of a long, narrow, 
canoe-like shape, expressly constructed for dangerous and intricate 
navigation, ‘The Mahanuddy permeates vast and productive 
regions, which are as yet isolated from the coast and from the 
chief marts of commerce. These great cultivated plateaux, these 
rich valleys, these surplus stores of cotton, sugar, grain, oil, seed, 
and fibres, these coal-fields and iron-mines, these boundless forests 
of timber-trees, are all locked up far inland, imprisoned among the 
mountains. 





On the Rainfall of the Mahanuddy Basin. 
By Caprain Harris. 


THe area of the whole basin of the Mahanuddy is 50,000 square 
miles, divided as follows ;— 
Milles, 
Area of the main body of the basin .. «. -. =. 40,000 
re meok ofthe Delta «. -. + «o «+ 98,750 
" Delta proper: ow. wk ee ee 8D 


60, O00) 
The body of the basin has a mean diameter of 225 miles, its centre 
is only 200 miles from the sea, and its farthest limit little more 
than 3L0 miles: so that the size of the basin is such that but a 
very moderately wide-spreading rain-storm is required to ensure 
rain falling on ‘every square inch of area simultaneously. The 
form of the basin is that of an extremely round*ind compact body, 
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with a narrow neck and bell-shaped mouth, than which it is diffi- 
cult to conceive one more calculated to empty itself rapidly, while 
the position is one of very close proximity to the sea, the source of 
rain-clouds. With these qualifications for filling and rapidly 
emptying itself, with steep anc densely-wooded mountains encireling 
it, the “Mahanaddy Bazin is pre-eminently calculated to ae 
what are actually met with, namely, floods ranging extreme y high, 
but of very brief duration, 
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VI—A Visit to the Ruined Cities and Buildings of Cambeordtia. 
By Dr. A. Bastian, . . 


Read, February 14, 1865. 
THE principal ruins of Cambodia are concentrated in the province 


of Siemrab, although they are not confined to it, but scattered over 
a wide extent of the neighbouring country. 

Coming from Bangkok, I left the road ta Battabong at Tasavai or 
Sisuphon, and taking a north-easterly direction, arrived at Panom 
Sok, where the remains of an old palace can be traced. The ground 
there is low and swampy, and flooded during three months in every 
year. The whole country between Siam and Cambodia is an 
Inclined plain, falling off to the sea from the Khao Donrek ‘or 
highlands of Korat, which constitute the first platform of the ter- 
Traces that ascend to the mountain-chains of (ace and thence to 
the Himalaya. The Khao Donrek, or the “mountain which bears 
on the shoulder,” 7. ¢. the Atlas, encloses in its domains the Dor 
Phaya Fai (the jungle of the Lord of Fire), and gives rise to most 
of the tributary streams flowing to the Pachim River. Two days 
to the east of Kabin the watershed, between the Gulf of Siam and 
the outlets of the Mekhong, is passed, and the lntervenin space, 
before the basin of the Thalesab drains the valley of Cambodia, is 
converted into a lake every year during the rainy season. From 
August to November all voyages are made in boats; during the 
rest of the year the water becomes 4 land, and the traveller, wlio 
then traverses these regions on a buffalo-cart or on elephants, may 
still see the boate, which had been afloat in the months of the rainy 
season and which await its return, lying about in forests and plains, 
where he, in March and April, suffers greatly from want of water. 
When I passed there in the month of December the two seasons 
were still contending for the mastery, and J found to my disma 
the truth of what a Siamese nobleman had warned me of before 
my departure, namely, that the ground would ‘not yet be dry 
enough for carts nor wet enough for boats, Often when toiling 
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through these marshy swamps I looked wistfully up to a ridge 
which, at an elevation of 6 or & feet, ran high and dry through 
the low land, sometimes stretching along one side of the road, 
sometimes crossing it at right angles, to plunge into the depths of 
the forest and then to appear again, as if to mock our slow progress 
and invite us to bestride it and follow its course. ‘This elevated 
ridge was the remains of the old highway of the Khamen-boran 
Stith Cambodians), who built the stone monuments ; and it can 
traced, as the natives told me, from the neighbourhood of 
Nophburi (a large city of Siam, now nearly deserted) straight up 
to Nakhon Vat, from which place it continues to the centre of 
Cochin China, and none of the people I met with had seen its 
terminus. | 
Following the serpentine lines of the Indian path, I was put in 
mind of my wanderings in Peru, where the traveller, winding his 
way over a broken and intersected ground, climbing hills on one 
side to descend them on the other, and wading rocky streams 
brawling down precipitous valleys, secs above his head the remnants 
of the ancient road of the Incas, which leads along the level of the 
high plateau in a straight line to Cuzco, the capital, Chasms are 
spanned by magnificent stone bridges in Peru, and although the 
difficulties to be overcome in the lowlands of Cambodia cannot be 
compared with the wild and grand nature of the Andes, the stone 
bridges which these ancient Cambodians built over comparatively 
insignificant streams rival in the boldness of their conception and 
even surpass the Peruvian bridges, and seem to prove that their 
builders must have been a people accustomed to struggle with the 
obstacles of mountainous countries. Dwellers in the lowlands 
would scarcely have thought of raising such immense works to 
escape the water, which they rather seek for as their favourite 
means of conveyance, = 
The first indication of what I should have to witness in this 
eft land of ruins; met my view on-the evening of the day on 
which we had left Panom-Sok. We were encamped in a clearing 
of the forest, near the banks of a small stream, called Lam-Seng 
by the Siamese, or Sthiing-Sen by the Cambodians, when the 
fuse (given me by the Governor of Panom-Sok) asked if I should 
ike to see the Taphan-hin (the stone seins bi I followed the path 
indicated, and at a place where the thick foliage of the forest 
pressed darkly round the foaming water of the stream, which falls 
there in cascades over a ledge of rocks, I saw stretched across it a 
colossal structure, 400 feet long and 50 feet broad, which, over- 
grown with grasses and weeds, was supported by thirty arched 
pillars built of hyge stones. In traversing the countries of Ultra- 
ndia, in the vast ruins of Pegu and Ava, or in the ancient se nee 


of Siam, the only witnesses one meets to tell of fhe past are brick- 
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buildings, decayed and crumbling to pieces; but here I stood before 
a work built of stone, still uninjured and apparently almost as firm 
and strong as on the day of its firet being placed there. 

The bridge of the Lam-Seng is built of freestone, except the 
inferior layers of the pillars, for which a hard conglomerate is used 
wherever they are exposed to the action of the water. They are 
placed on a ledge of rocks which there lies across the river, and are 
riveted firmly in this natural foundation. ‘The stones forming the 
pillars are of oblong shape and are laid in lines, with the broad 
side (6 or 8 feet) towards the river. The pillars stand in pairs, 
arching in opposite directions, At the basis the distance is about 
6 feet; but $his itouse project gradually towards the top, inclining 
in an arch, which is thus Sead after the manner of that of Mycenm, 
The body of the bridge is formed by large stone beams, 14 feet or 
more in Cioeth. which stretch in several layers one above the other, 
The upper ones are placed alternately on the edges of the lower 
ones, and thus their very-weight contributes to keep the arch 
steady, ‘There was formerly a balustrade, which lined the bridge 
on both sides; but it is now mostly thrown down, these ornamental 
parts of the massive structure being the only ones on which the 
wanton destroyers could wreak their vengeance. It was composed 
of a series of long quarry-stones, on the edges of which Caryatidean 
pillars (representing mierda Nakh, or the king of the subterranean 
serpents) supported another slab, with an excavation all along its 
rim, to receive init a semi-convex stone, ornamented with arabesque 
sculptures. On the left bank of the river the staircase of a Ghaut 
leads down to the water, at a place where a temple is said formerly 
to have stood, and under a shed in a nei hbouring part of the forest 
I found a collection of Brahminical idols, including four-handed 
Vishnu and Ganesa, with his elephant head, which had been placed 
there by their worshippers. In examining the San-Chao in Cam- 
bodia, which, like the Nat-houses in Birma and the Dewalas in 
Ceylon, in most cases adjoin a Buddhistic monastery, I have fre- 
quently found broken fragments of these and similar statues, 
together with offerings that have been laid before them. The 
Lam-Seng, at the time [ saw it, had high and steep banks; but it 
is filled to the brim (according to native account) in the rainy season, 
when, the rocks which now form the rapids being covered, the stream 
runs smoothly along, Another stone bridge, called 'T'a han-theph 
(the celestial bridge), is said to exist a little farther up the river, 

The next morning we passed over the bridge, with the roaring 
water below; but as soon as the natives reachat the other side they 
again left the direction of the old causeway, to sree their way 
through narrow and muddy paths in the page The afternoon of 
the same day we arrived at the ruins of another" bridge over the 


Paleng River, whfch, according to popular tradition, was left un- 
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finished by the architects because the country was invaded by the 
enemy, who destroyed Nakhon Vat. This bridge is likewise of 
stone, and has, even in its imperfect state, outlived many centuries ; 
whereas the wooden bridges along the military road, built lately 
by the Siamese general, Chao-Khun Bodin, from Pachim to Batta- 
bong, are even now, after hardly thirty years existence, out of repair 
or totally broken down. 

The plan of the bridge over the Paleng is the same as that of the 
one previously described, the vaults being formed by layers of stone, 
projecting 4 to 6 inches beyond those beneath. The people told 
me of three other stone bridges, somewhere in the neighbourhobd 
but I did not see them on my way, as [ found myself two days after 
in Siemrab, the government town of the province of the same name, 
i from thence started for the temple of Nakhon Vat, two hours 

stant. = 

The first impression this monument makes is overwhelming, It 
is Ellora’s Kuailasa, taken out of its dark cave and placed high in 
air, and the sculptures rival in their elegant and animated style the 
best of thoze at Mahabalipuram. ‘The chasteness of the design 
recalls the classical style of Greece; but an examination of the 
details shows it to be mixed up with Indian extravagances, like 
the architecture of the Kashmirian temples. | 

As I am informed that the temple has been lately described in 
the Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, and as my notes 
are not as yet properly arranged, I shall confine myself to a few 
remarks upon the delineations on the walls of the outer corridor 
which encases the peristyles of the interior temple. 

The sculptures are in high-relief, and the figures carved out of 
the walls are of about half the size of life, more or less. They 
shine, as if polished, on account of the frequent cleaning previous 
to their being overlaid with colours and gold leaf—an operation 
formerly repeated at every festive day in the year. In three pas- 
sages of the corridor the subjects represented are taken from the 
Ramayana, an epic well known in translations throughout Birma 
and Siam, although differing in many particulars from the Sanscrit 
original, One sees Rama on Garuda, and Laksman on Hanuman, 
leading on their warriors against Rawana, with ten heads, and 
therefore called Thossakan. ‘I'he bridge through the sea is built 
by the monkeys, and Rawana supplicates for the assistance of the 

aha-Riisi (chief of hermits), who sits with his trident in the 
pocare of Siva. Thossarath (Dasaratha), Rama's father, challenges 

enemy ; Rawana fights the sun, &e. &c. All these subjects 
here sculptured on stone, one may see painted in gaudy colours 
and more fantastic shapes in the royal Vats of Bangkok ; but in 
Nakhon Vat are also met with the fabulous productions of Haxasi, 
Koxasi, many-headed serpents, monsters, angelg, four or eight 
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handed deities, &e. ke. These are wanting, however, in a battle- 
scene of the adjoining verandah, which is taken from ordinary 
human life. In the battle called that of Phra-Phirut, the kings 
advance against each other on chariots, and many an animated 
contest, is depicted. One scene appears to belong to the Mahab- 
barata, representing Bhima as placed on a litter of arrows by the 
Pandus ; another seems to be the duel between Phaya Katong and 
Lakernana. 

In the following compartment the whole length of the wall 
240 feet) is occupied by the struggle between Thevadas and 
fakeas for the Naga snake; the former, who are aided by Hanu- 
man, dragging on the tail, the latter the head. In the middle 
stands Vishnu upon Kurma Raja, the world-supporting turtle. The 
same subject, a favourite one with the artists, | have seen repeated 
in savacal other places, chiefly as an ornamental sculpture for por- 
ticoes, At the Vat Picaloven, near Siemrab, Khinet comes to 
the scene, riding on a rat, and the snake only being carried points 
to a division of labour, as in the Manek Maya of dave where the 
portage of the mountain and that of the snake-god are related as 
distinct events, At Vat Ek (near Battabong) the snake-god winds 
his folds round Mount Meru, or Mandara; and in a mythological 
history of Cambodia, which I translated in Bangkok, the same fact 
18 alluded to. : 

The most interesting sculptures at Nakhon Vat are in two com- 
partments, called by the natives respectively the procession and 
the three stages (heaven, earth, and hell). On the first, the king, 
Pathummasurivong, is seen returning from the foundation of the 
city, surrounded by his court and his wives, who are borne in 
litters, He is carried on in a long procession of his warriors (on 
foot or on horseback), each chief heat ing his followers on elephants, ° 
I counted above one thousand figures (or at least heads) in this 
ag apartment. What gives a peculiar interest to this section 
is the fact that the artist has represented the different nationalities 
in all their distinctive characteristic features, from the flat-nosed 
savage in the tasseled garb of the Pnom and the short-haired Lao 
fo the straight-nosed Rajaput, with sword and shield, and the 
bearded Moor, giving a catalogue of nationalities, like another 
column of Trajan, in the Poona physical conformation of 
each race, On the whole, there is such a prevalence of Hellenic 
cast In the features and profiles, as well as in the elegant attitudes 
of the horsemen, that one might suppose Aenocrates of old, after 
finishing his labours in Bom Ys kat ‘snide an excursion to the 
East. The Chinese Hiowen-thsang compared the strairht noses 
of Oe Coplenese to Be beak of a bird, and the Cambodians are 
not less surprised at the prominent lincamentsedisplayed in these 
sculptures, and sp decidedly. different from the re noses in 
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which they themselves, for the most part, rejoice. In the compart- 
ment called the three stages the natives believe they see the repre- 
sentation of heaven, earth, and hell; but I have reason to doubt 
this explanation. The lower stage, it is true, represents, on one 
half the world of Pretas, and on the oe here hells; but 
the two upp joc, appear to give the history of the manner in 
which ieee tribes me civilised by colonising foreigners, and 
must have reference to the foundation of these ancient monuments, 
the far-advanced fel on the wild mountain-forests, which are 
visible from the windows when walking through the majestic colon- 
nades. “Those who refused the new die! ae offered to them were 
precipitated into hell, pictured below ; whereas the re-born converts 
entered the palaces which appear on the upper stage, immediately 
above it, the middle one not being continued. Particulars of these 
instructive pictures I shall have to defer till the publication of the 
drawings iluetrating them, which were executed bya native painter 
whom I had taken with me. 

One subject which frequently recurs in these sculptures shows 
the head-dress of the rude barbarians being changed by the king, 
who adds flowers and ornaments. Females in a richly-aderned 
head-drees, called Thephakanja, or Chao Savan (dwellers in heaven), 
are sculptured (nearly in life size) on every part of ‘the building. 
Forming the retinue of the deified kings, they correspond to the 
Widadaris of Javanese mythology; but they are designated by 
the Cambodians of to-day, in grateful remembrance of benefits re- 
ceived, as the benevolent or kind-hearted ladies The varieties of 
the head-dress are manifold, but that which occurs most frequently 
towers up in three high points. The name of Ketsamalea, the 
father of King Pathummasurivong (of the race of the sun-born 
lotus), means, when translated, “the head adorned with garlands ;" 
and the flowers used for these garlands are mostly the Champa- 
flower, the symbol of the kingdom of Champa, or Cham. : 

‘There are a great many inscriptions scattered all over the build- 
ings at Nakhon Vat. Sosa of them are modern, written with 
Cambodian letters, and in the language now spoken by the people. 
Their purport is to describe the of erings made, and give the names 
of the worshippers. The other inscriptions are written in a cha- 
racter which er for the most part, resembles the Pali (and 
therefore the Cambodian) letters, but in a more antiquated form, 
approaching that of the Kawi inscriptions, and sometimes de- 
_‘Yiating considerably. The language differs from the vernacular 
-ambodian, as well as from the Pali, and is not understood now. 
When the ruins were rediscovered in 1570 the inscriptions were 
_ already, as De Mancanedo remarks, unintelligible to the Cambo- 
dians, With the help of some priests in Udong, I have, however, 
succeeded in deciphering some names, and I am still busy with 
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them. The modern inecriptions every literate Cambodian can 
read. In one of the galleries a square tablet of black marble has 
been let into the wall, bearing an inscription, which my guides told 
me contained the history of the building, I had it coped, and as 
it was written in the common Cambodian, inberaiead with some 
obsolete expressions, I had it read to me and translated, but found 
it only to contain a pices usin fan of offerings made by different 
donors, interspersed with some interesting allusion to mythological 
objects. ‘The date was 1623 (probably of the Mahasakkharat). 

The central of the five towers of the inner circle (in the temple 
at Nakhon Vat) forms an octagon with four larger and four sisalies 
sides. On each of the four larger sides, opening out in gates, 
which face the four horizontal points, stands a large figure of 
Buddha, overlooking from its high position the surrounding country. 
This open exposure of the statues is the very counterpart to their 
concealment m vaulted cells at Pagan (where the statue in the 
Ananda temple is to be illuminated by artificial light from above), 
and in the rock-eut basilicas of the Dekkhan. This combination 
of four Buddhas occurs frequently in Cambodia, and is there called 
Phra-Muk-buen (Phra-si-na in Siamese), or the Lord with four 
faces, although not only the faces but the whole bodies are four- 
fold, and Chatur-Baya (four-shouldered) would be more appro- 
priate. If sculptured on the wall, three faces only can become 
visible ; but if standing free, a fourth face is added to the Trimurti. 
A four-faced deity is worked out in gigantic proportions on the 
large gate of Nakhon Luang, and there called Phrohm (Brahma), 
signifying the protection given by the all-seeing god, which was 
afterwards transferred by the Buddhists to the four Pala. As this 
direction to the four pomts of the horizon naturally forms a cross, 
the Siamese call a crossing “ phrahm ;” and the Prasat ( prasada ), 
the distinguishing feature of these exotic stone monuments of Cam- 
bodia, forms always a cross, with the corridors dissecting each other 
at right angles. The cross is the distinctive character for the 
doctors of reason in the pristine Buddhism of Kasyapa, The eor- 
ridors are roofed with blocks of stones, projecting over each other, 
eo as to form an arch. Narrower arches are formed by the hollow 
of the covering stone, resting on two stones, in the form of a wedge. 
The blocks of stones are fitted together without cement, but leave 
scarcely a trace of their joinings; and the same is to be observed 
of some mile tneanegen bene buildings, which are found (at other 
places) intermixed with the other stone ruins. 

The edifices at Nakhon Vat were, as their name (city of monas- 
teries) signifies, a temple built for the reception of the learned 
Patriarch Buddhaghosa, who brought the holy books of the T'rai- 
Pidok from Langka (Ceylon), ‘The residence ¢f the kings at that — 
time was the fay-famed Inthapataburi, which is now, in its ruins, 
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called Nakhon Luang (royal city’) by the Siamese, or Nakhon Tom 

(large city) according to the Cambodians, both languages having 

adopted the Pali word Nakhara. Its foundation is referred to a 

ee of Romah or Ruma; but the story is too long to insert 
ere, 


Connected with the temple of Nakon Vat is the establishment of 
a number of villages inhabited by a people called Samre, on the 
neighbouring Khao (mountain) Lichi. Whenever some work is to 
be performed in the temple, the abbot sends a Inessage to the 
mountains (14 day distant), and the required number of labourers 
has to be sent by the head man. The nomination of the abbots, 
who were placed there after the rediscovery of the temple in the 
year 1970), is now in the hands of the governor of Siemrab. The 
custom to endow a temple with slaves was prevalent over the whole 
continent. ‘There were pagoda-slaves connected with the Schwey- 
Dagon in Rangoon, and there are still slaves belonging to several 
pagodas in Birma Proper. In the latter country they were, how- 
ever, mostly supplied by prisoners of war, Arracanese, _Kassay, 
Peguans, &c, &c.; whereas the Samre belong to the aboriginal 
stock of the population, inhabiting most of the hills around the lake, 
and thence to Kampot. | | 

Leaving the platiorm of the temple, which is fortified by broad 
moats car a stone wall, a two hours’ ride through the forest brings 
us to the ruins of Inthapataburi, the ancient capital of Cambodia, 
now known under the name of Nakhon Luang, or Nakhon Tom. 
The ruins are very extensive, and from them were taken the stones 
which furnished the material to build the fort of Siemrab. The 
outermost of the three walls encloses a wide area, which, according 
to the natives, it would take a whole day, from sunrise to sunzet, 
to circumambulate. ‘The second wall was the fortification. of the 
oy PROPe and then follows the central wall, the adamantine one 
(Kampeng Keoh), which contained the palace and the royal 
buildings, now to be traced in their ruins only, This system of 
three fortifications one within another, is a standing one in Ultra- 
India, but has recently been repeated by the Birmese in building 
their new capital. One enters the wall'of Nakhon Tom, which is 
built with square blocks of iron conglomerate, through a massive 
structure, forming the gate, the upper part of which is worked at 
the four sides into a face of Phrolm. The Chinese traveller of 
1295 mentions a five-faced Buddha, of stone, placed above the 
gates of the Cambodian capital. ‘The space inside the wall is 
mostly overgrown with jungle but here and there are some spots 
cleared for the planting of rice, or a bamboo hut is perched on 
heaps of rubbish, under which the stone and brick buildings of the 
old capital are biried. Large images of Buddha, of modern 
make, are put on some old foundations: but in*the temple dedi- 
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protecting deity of the town, we find an ancient figure 
of the elephant-headed Ganesa. | 
In Siam every town has a larger or smaller chap i for the 
honour and the preservation of the Lak Myang (the town pillar), 
an injury to which would bring destruction on the citizens. The 
tree is still pointed out at Nakhon Tom, under which the leader of 
the emigration buried the golden umbrella (the emblem of royalty), 
and by this artifice got possession of the country, which Sie 
before occupied by the Djam. The palace was situated on an 
eminence, and a staircase leads up to what remains of the second 
story. ‘The corridors are in the same style as those in Nakhon 
Vat, but lower, and of a more rude warkinashy: wanting the 
high finish and the elegance which distinguishes every part of 
he former. ‘The figures also of men and animals which are seulp- 
tured on some of the walls, show a more primitive style of execu- 
tion, bolder, but less graceful, and are probably older than those in 
Nakhon Vat. One of the finest specimens still preserved of these 
bygone times is the statue of the last king, Phaya Khi-ruen, or 
Phrabat Songkaya, who reigned in Nakhon Luang, and was 
afflicted ith leprosy, for HayIng deserted the snake-worship of his 
ancestors, A great number of stone inscriptions in the ancient 
characters, called Akson Mihng, are found at Nakhon Luang, on 
pillars and on the walls. | 
After having passed to the other side of the river of Siemrab, we 
encounter in the forest the ruins of two other places which present 
the same combination of a royal and priestly residence as the towns 
of Nakhon rege and Nakhon Vat. The royal city bears the 
name of Paten-Taphrohm (the citadel of Ta-Phrohtn), and the 
prenly one is called Prasat-Keoh (the gem-tower), The ancient 
kings removed to this place after the destruction of Nakhon Luang, 


_ and there still exists a eg coats of traditions which connect the 
first and second period of Ca: 


bodian history. Distinct indications 
are given by the names themselves. The last king of Nakhon 
Luang lost his reign because he had erected the four-faced figure 
of Phrohm to keep off the snake-god, who till then had been the pro 

tector of the country, and the first king of the new capital is called 
the Ta-Phrohm Nene or grandfather Phrohm)., This statue still 
stands in one of the corridors in a mutilated state, but sufficiently 
well preserved to show that the hair has been tied up in a knot at 
the top of the head, after the Brahminical fashion. One of the 
ee ee on roofs and balconies is the vigorous figure of 
Kruth (Garuda), the inveterate enemy of the Nagas, tearing a 
viper in his hands he outer wall of Paten-T sesh is onl) 

: Cnet of earth, . the two inner circles are built of stone. A 
ine of passages and doorways leads up to the palace, composed of 
an intricate lab}rinth of low and nari corridors, enclosing small 
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courts, and running out in turrets at the ends between a conyolute 
of chambers in different sizes, and filled with clusters of pilasters, 
Most of the columns are richly ornamented, and on each of the 
portals is sculptured a scene referring to some event in Hindu 
mythology. The whole pillar is often a mass of sculpture from 
base to capital. The style of architecture is less colossal than that 
of Nakhon Luang, but the ornamental part approaches in elegance 
the "opis Sea which embellish Nakhon Vat, and, as in this latter 
place, the honeysuckle border everywhere decorates the columns by 
which the pointed arch is supported. ‘The columns are clothed 
with arabesques, which have been carved out of the stone, and 
mostly enclose in their curvatures the representation of a Riisi, a 
Thevada, or a Thephanon (a figure frequently mistaken for 
a Buddha). The palace at Paten-Taphrohm was surmounted by 
thirty-five towers, some of which are still standin . but most of 
them lie in ruins The stones are not so much alt as Teally 
polished, and they fit together without mortar. ‘The spires on the 
roof stand in groups of five, forming a Pancha-Prasada, like 
the ancient bald age ascribed by the Malays to their Hindu 
princes. 

Prasat-Keoh, the adjoining temple-monastery of Paten-Ta- 
phrohm, stands on a broad flat hill, to the summit of which lead 
several flights of steps under covered passages. The forest has 
here reclaimed its own, and destroyed the work of human hands 
So densely has the luxuriant jungle shot up in, this formerly culti- 
vated place, that for every step forward a path has to be cleared 
by a cutlass. The plan of the building is that of a cross, Four 
turrets, with gates at the four points of the horizon, surround 
a fifth one; and each of these turrets opens again in four gates, 
placed at right angles. The temples, as well as the broad terraces 
on which they ntaind. are composed of large stones, which, although 
consisting for the most part of hard slate, are as neatly fitted 
together as the soft erepsione of Nakhon Vat. Ornaments are 
very sparingly used, and sculptures of men or animals entirely 
wanting. ‘The temple is said to have contained the famous image 
of a single emerald, or more likely of jadestone, like the present 
one, 1 Phra-Keoh, about which a great number of wild 
legends are current in Siam and Cambodia, originating, perhaps, 
in the remembrance of the wonderful jasper image of Ceylon, 
which was carried by the priestly sculptor, Nanteh, overland to 
China, in the fifth century, and carefully preserved. ‘The arrival 
of Nantha, Anon, or Ananda, plays still an important part in the 
traditions of the Cambodians, who distinguish him very well from 
Gautama’s favouriteedisciple of the same name. The original of 
the Phra-Keoh was, perhaps, the jasper image of sre ag described 
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still by Fa-Hian, which had already attracted the attention of the 
Chinese in the first century, | 

In the neighbourhood of Phra-Keoh is an artificial lake, called 
Sasong (the royal lake), which was built by the kings of Paten- 
Taphrohm for their recreation, and surrounded by pleasure- 
houses. It is now covered with lotus and aquatic plants, but still 
supplies the villages scattered through the forest with water, as 
there is no other near. It must have been a work of immense 
labour, and fills the beholder with doubtful wonder when he com- 
pares these witnesses of former centuries with the present state of 
the country. The whole population of Cambodia of to-day would 
scarcely be able to raise one of these gigantic structures which 
abound in ruins. The Birmese lake of Oungbinleh comes in no 
way near to that of Sasong, which may, perhaps, be placed by the 
side of the Ceylonese waa of irrigation. The lake of Sasong is 
of oblong shape, about 2000 feet broad, and 4000 feet long, 
and surrounded by a high embankment of solid masonry. Some 
of the blocks are 14 to 16 feet long, and highly finished. In eon- 
venient places square platforms were built, overhanging the water, 
with broad flights of steps leading down to it; and on such places 
the huge masses of stones laid on each other are embellished by 
delicate chisellings, bearing the figures of serpents, eagles, lions 
fin their fabulous shapes,as Naga, Kruth, Sinto) on the ends. 
In the middle of the lake is a small island, with the remains of 
a former palace upon it. Of all the figures used fur ornaments, 
that which recurs most frequently is that of the Naga; and the 
ie eae es east Cambodia in gah describes already 
nts illars of the stone bridges adorned wit pents, each of 
which had nine heads.” oi | og 

Returning to Siemrab, on the left hand of the river, I passed two 
other remains of antiquity, Lailan and Bakong, both of them now 
converted into convents; that is to say, the priests have built their 
low and tottering cells between these splendid ruins, which the 
were not able to repair, At Lailan a large square platform is 
supported by three terraces of cut stones, ascending one above the 
other, on the highest point of an inclined plain, which stretches 
away from these to low grounds on the bushy horizon. In the 
height of the rainy season these are covered with water; and 
on this lake boat-races and boat-fights were annually held, as 
tradition says, the kings of Inthapataburi looking on from the 
terrace of Lailan. A similar contrivance existed at Amarapoora, 
in Birma, The stones of which the terraces of Lailan are com- 
posed are huge blocks, Jee y cut, and joined together with 
great accuracy. A broad flight of steps, guarded by lions, leads 
up from the side on one abutment. Upon the platform stand in 
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two lines four Prasat, built up with bricks upon the freestone, 
which forms the fundament and the lower stage, The bricks are 
exceedingly hard, and made in a manner not understood now by 
the peutle of the country. They are polished, and laid upon each 
other in so neat a manner that no traces of mortar can be disco- 
vered. T’he folds of the stone gates are covered with intricate 
carvings of reticulated ornaments, great care being bestowed on 
even the minutest portions of the design, and, in the niches 
adjoining, statues of warriors stand sentinels, The surface of the 
stone which forms the portal is in every case elaborately sculp- 
tured, to present one seene or other of mythological import. The 
most magnificent inscriptions I have ever seen cover the door- 
mee from top to bottom, in a nearly perfect state of preservation. 
the letters are three-quarters of an inch large, and cut half an inch 
deep into the hard stone. Another stone inscription is found on 
~ both sides of a flat stone set upright. _ 
_ The most interesting feature at Bakong, at one hour's distance 
from Lailan, is a high hill, built up artificially upon a natural 
_ basis, in the style of the Mexican Teocalli. It rises in terraced ~ 
lines, and bears the remains of a square altar upon its level 
platform, where a wide view opens out over the surrounding 
country, The foot of the truncated pyramid is surrounded by 
ten Prasats, most of them with pedestals inside, on which the 
statues of the gods were formerly placed. ‘These are wanting 
tow, but some of them are heaped up in an idol-house close by. 
Mutilated figures of elephants, lions, and dragons stand on the 
steps, and the stone gates are embellished with ornamental designs 
of arabesques, in the same way as at Lailan, In the carvings of 
the | iaagesr nie the central place is always occupied by a Gorgon- 
head, or the face of a Rakhsaka, called, on account of this peculiar 
form, Rhea by the Siamese and Cambodian artists, This ts some- 
times identified with Rahu, or, according to Cambodian savans, with 
Rembu Chulung, whose head, when cut off by Vishnu’s Chakr, had 
already imbibed the immortalizing liquor. It resembles somewhat 
the hideous mask on the calendar stone at Mexico, and in the 
sculptures at Palenque, Bakong was built for the reception of the 
Phra-Kho (the Holy ox, or the Lord-ox), which, associated with 
Phra-Keoh ( the Holy Gem, or the Lord of the Gem), is continually 
alluded to in Cambodian history. As the Chinese in the middle 
ages, after Brahminical rites had been introduced by the Tamu- 
Mans, remarked of the kings in Ceylon, that they looked with 
€qual reverence on the ox and on the images of Buddha, so it 
Was with the kings of Cambodia, and even now-a-days the form 
of Siva’s bull lies ~on the sacred hill of Udong, at the feet of 
the temple of Gautama, whose symbol was t w ox. In the 
‘Syara falaya’ it is said that the people never ate the cow nor 
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killed it. The Buddhistic priests, to conceal the fact that the ox 
had been worshipped, are accustomed to say that it was used as a 
library, and kept in reverence on account of the holy books placed 
in its belly. I found no inseription at Bakong. 

Of the ruins which I visited after having navigated the Thalesab, 
in the province of Battabong, I will only mention those of Vat Ek, 
which consist of a monastery, rising on a square platform formed 
by stone terraces above the swampy grounds surrounding it; Banoi, 
which forms a fortified temple on the top of a steep hill among:t 
wild and romantic scenery ; and Basek, which was formerly a royal 


residence, with considerable remains of walls, palaces, temples, 
lakes, houses, and streets, all built or paved with stone, and in 


some places repaired with bricks, Sometimes, to strengthen the 
structure, beams of a hard kind of iron-wood (chiefly at Vat Ek; 
are fixed into the masonry, but in such a way as only to becc 


* visible after the outer stones have fallen down by some accide: :. 


The Cambodians who accompanied me thought that some of « 
great slabs were not natural, but manufactured on the spot; am 7 
remember to have seen such an opinion proffered about some ancit t 
temples in Assam, as, for instance, the stone pillars at Dhemal poo. 
Of the immense rocks which enter into the construction at Nakhon- 
Vat, tradition says that they had first been soft, and by some 
process hardened after being placed there. The guides point to 
the traces of the fingers which the gods, when they removed the o, 
left on the stones, taking for such the large holes which origina | y 
served to insert the fastenings of the lead or other metals w' J: 
which the building was roofed, or for the machinery to hoist th. » 
up. According to the Chinese account in the 13th century, * 
palace of the Cambodian king was partly tiled with lead, a:-v 
partly covered with yellow bricks. 

Inseriptions are only found in Basek and Vat Ek, not in Banor 
but the ornamental sculptures on portals, gates, and columns : 
equally exquisite on the three places. Banon was formerly, asi 
said, tha seat of Brahminical rites, and there are now familie 
Brahmins zettled in Cambodia, as well as in Siam and Birn. 
chiefly as astrologers in the royal service. They have an al pha 
of their own, copies of which I have procured, but the letters b 
little resemblance to those of the inscriptions, Amongst 5 
statues frequently occurs that of a mace-bearer, in the form of - 
popular hero Ko-tabong, whose mace (‘abong) disappeared (b 
at Battabong, written wrongly Phra-Tambong by the Siamese, 

The natives enumerated many other towns oe, cordi 
their account, contain ancient ruins in bricks and stones, and 
appears that they are spread over the whole valley of the Mekho 


_as far as Laos, but as their relative position could only be und 


stood on an accifrate map, I limit the catalogue to two commun’ 
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tions, which were given me on reliable authority. As the secon 
king of Siam told me, there are some stone ruins at Phimai, near 
Raxasema, the capital of the province Korat, built on the model 
of the temple of Nakhon Vat, but m smaller dimensions, ‘The 
king had not visited Nakhon Vat himself, as there prevails a 
mysterious fear throughout Siam and Cambodia to approach this 
hallowed spot, but several of his people who acccompanied him to 
Phimai had been at Nakhon Vat, and were struck o the resem- 
blance. A French missionary who had passed several years 
amongst the savage tribe of the Sthieng, described to me extensive 
stone ruins which exist on the island f Kosatin, on the Mekhong, 
three days upwards from Panompen. The consist of four large 
towers, ornamented with sculptures, and Lave an ancient kind 
of letters inseribed on them (very likely the Akson Mihng, as in 
the other places). At Udong I saw in the principal Vat two 
‘nseribed stones, which had been brought from some ruins halfway 
on the road to Kampot. 








VI1.—On the Origin and Migrations of the Greenland Esquimauz. 
By Ciements Kh. Manknam, Fsq., Secretary R.G.8. 
Read, February 27, 1965. . 


‘Te attention of the Geographical Society has now been drawn, 
by Captain Sherard Osborn, to the great question of North Polar 
Exploration.* Our gallant associate has pointed out the route that 
should be taken by an expedition to explore the region round the 
Pole, the means that should be adopted for securing its success, and 
the vast importance of the scientific results aca bop be derived from 
such an expedition. ‘The proposal has touched a chord which 
vibrates through the hearts of the countrymen of Drake and Raleigh 
with answering sympathy. In this and other kindred scientific 
Societies it will meet with warm support as a matter of course, anid 
even from Scandinavia and Germany have come kindly words of 
encouragement. As one of Captain Osborn’s numerous corre- 
spondents assures him, “ there are numbers of whom you will never 
hear who heartily wish you success.” The time is yet far distant 
when England's cons shall have become indifferent. to geogrs hieal 
discovery ; and the widest field for such discovery—the field, too, 
which has afforded some of the most glorious re of dis- 
Hinetion for our naval worthies—lies within the Arctic circle, In 
this region—in spite of the fruitful labours of the explorers who 








* See ‘Proceeding®’ R, G. §., vol. ix. p. 42 ef seq for report of Captain 
Sherard Osborn's paper, and the discussion which followed its reading. 
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have from time to time, for three centuries, navigated its seas and 
examined its coasts—there is still an enormous extent of land and 
sea entirely unknown to Europeans. It is scarcely necessary to 
add that these unknown regions lie chiefly within 50° of north 
latitude, and between the westernmost of the Parry Islands and 

An expedition to the North Pole will advance every branch of 
science, and will enrich the store of human knowledge generally, 
Its geographical discoveries will only be one out of the many 
valuable results that will be derived from it; but, as geographers, 
we may well look forward with deep interest to the rich harvest 
that will be reaped by our science, and take a preliminary survey 
of the additional knowledge that may be in store for us. It should 
be remembered that, though only one-half of the Arctic regions has 
been pret yet that throughout its most desert wastes there are 
found abundant traces of former inhabitants where now all is a 
silent solitude. ‘Those cheerless wilds have not been inhabited for 
centuries, yet they are covered with traces of the wanderers or 
sojourners of a by-gone age; and, as I shall endeavour to show, 
the unexplored regions far to the north, even up to the very Pole 
itself, may not improbably be at this moment supporting a small 
and scattered population. ‘The wanderings of t mysterious 
people, the scanty notices of their origin and migrations that arg 
scattered through history, and the requirements of their existence, 
are all so many clues which, when carefully gathered together, will 
assuredly tend to throw some light on a most interesting subject. 
The migrations of man within the Arctic zone give rise to questions 
which are closely connected with the zeogra we the undiscovered 

ortions of the Arctic regions—questions which can only be solved 

y a scientific Polar expedition, but which may very properly, m 
the meanwhile, be discussed by geographers and ethnologists. The 
origin and history of the Esquimaux of Greenland, and especially 
of those interesting people on the northern shores of Baffin's Bay, 
who were named by Sir John Ross the “ Arctic Highlanders,” are 
topics serving to illustrate one of the numerous points which will 
engage the attention of the proposed expedition, and, at the same 
time, they may throw some passing light on questions in Arctic 
physical geography which still remaim unsolved, 

Until within the last nine centuries the great continent of Green- 
land was, so far as our knowledge extends, untenanted by a single 
human being—the bears, reindeer, and musk-oxen held undisputed 
possession. ‘There was a still wore remote period when fine forests 
of exogenous trees clothed the hill-sides of Disco, when groves 
waved, in a milder climate, over Banks's Land and Melville Island, 
and when corals and sponges flourished in the ndW frozen waters of 
Rarrow’s Straits .Of this period we know nothing; but it is at 
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least certain that when Erie the Red planted his little colony of 
hardy Norsemen at the mouth of one of the Greenland fiords, in 
the end of the tenth century, he found the land apparently far 
more habitable than it is to-day. 

For three centuries and a half the Norman colonies of Greenland 
continued to flourish ; upwards of 300 small farms and villages were 
built along the shores of the fiords from the island of Diseo to Cape 
Farewell * (for the persevering Danish explorer Graah has satis- 
factori.y shown that the East and West Bygds were both on the 
west coast),t and Greenland became the see of a Bishop. The 
ancient Icelandic and Danish accounts of these transactions are 
corroborated by the interesting remains which may be seen in the 
Scandinavian museum at Copenhagen, During the whole of this 
period no indigenous race was seen in that land, and no one 
appeared to dispute the possession of Greenland with the Norman 
colony.t A curious account of a-voyage is extant, during, which 
the Niemen reached a latitude north of Barrow’s Strait; yet there 
is no mention of any signs of a strange race. ‘The Normans con- 
tinued to be the sole tenants of Greenland, at least until the middle 
of the fourteenth century. 

But Thorwald, the boastful, Viking, who sailed away west from 
Greenland and discovered America,§ did meet with a strange race 
on the shores of Finland and Markland, which probably correspond 
with modern Labrador. Here he found men of short stature, whom 
he contemptuously called Skreellings (chips or parings), and some 
of whom he wantonly killed. Here, then, is the first mention of 
the Esquimaux. At this period (the eleventh century) they had 
probably spread themselves from Northern Siberia, the cra lle of 
their race, across Behring’s Straits, along the whole coastof Arctic 
America, until they were stopped by the waves of the Atlantic. 
The hostility of the Red Indians was an effectual barrier to their 
secking a more genial home to the south. ‘They were not likely to 
wander towards the barren and inhospitable north, any more than 
their descendants do to-day ; and they had no inducement to trust 
themselves in their frail kayaks, or omiaks, on the waves of the 
Atlantic. They assuredly never crossed over to Greenland by 
navigating Davis Strait or Baffin’s Bay. ‘This, as I believe, is the 
southern belt of Esquimaux migration; but it is with the Greenland 
Fequimaux that we have now todo, who had had no communication 
with their southern brethren since their ancestors hunted together 
on the frozen tundra of Siberia, and who, after centuries of wan- 
derings along wild Arctic shores and in regions still unknown, first 
make-their appearance in Greenland, coming down from the north. 










* Egede. ; + Grash's ‘Greenland,’ Introd. and p. 163. 
+ Crantz, i. p. 257. § lbid. 
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Our last historical glimpse of the Norsemen of Greenland shows 
them living in two districts, in villages along the shores, with small 
herds of cattle finding pasturage round their houses, with outlying 
colonies on the opposite shores of America, and occasional vessels 
trading with Iceland and Norway; but no grain would ripen in 
‘their fields. They seem to have been a wild turbulent race ‘of 
hardy pirates, and their history, short as it is, is filled with accounts 
of bloody feuds. All at once, in the middle of the fourteenth 
century, a horde of Skreellings, resembling the small men of Fin- 
land and Markland, appeared on the extreme northern frontier of 
the Norman settlements of Greenland, at a place called Kindil’'s 
Inlet.* Eighteen Norsemen were killed in an encounter with them ; 
the news of the invasion travelled south to the East Dygd; one 
Ivar Beer came to the rescue in 1349, and he found that all the 
Norsemen of the West Bygd had disappeared, and that the Skreel- 
lings were in possession, Here the record abruptly ceases, and we 
hear nothing more of Greenland until the time of the Ehzabethan 
navigators, and nothing authentic of either Norsemen or Skroellings 
until the mission of Hans Egede, in the middle of the last century. 

When the curtain rises again all traces of the Norsemen have 
disappeared, save 4 few Runic inscriptions, extending as far north 
as the present settlement of Upernavik, some ruins, and the broken 
church-bells of Gardar. The Skroellings, or Esquimaux, are in 
sole possession from Disco to Cape Farewell. And the ancient 
Norse records are fully corroborated by the traditions of the Es- 

uimaux, in the statement that they originally came from the north. 

ike all the Mongolian races, the Esquimaux are careful genealo- 
gists; Krantz tells us that they could trace back for ten genera- 
tions ;f and the story handed down from their forefathers 1s that 
they reached Southern Greenland by journeys from the head of 
Baffin's Bay. : 

The interbating question now arises—whence came these Green- 
land Esquimaux, these Jnnwit, or men, as they call themselves, and 
as I think they ought to be called by us? They are not de- 
scendants of the Skrollings of the opposite American coast, as has 
already been seen, It is clear that they cannot have come from 
the eastward, over the ocean which intervenes between Lapland 
and Greenland, for no Esquimaux traces have ever been found on 
Spitzbergen, Iceland, or Jan Mayen. We look at them and see 
at once that they have no kinship with the red race of America; 
but a glance suffices to convince us of their relationship with the 
northern tribes of Siberia. It is in Asia, then, that we must seek 
their origin, that cradle of s0 many races, and the search for some 
clue to their origin is not altogether without result. 








* Crane, i. p. 255. t Ibid., p. 229. 
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During the centuries preceding the first reported appearance of 
Skroellings in Greenland. and for some time previouely, there was 
a great movement among the people of Central Asia. Togrul 
Beg, Zengis Khan, and other chiefs of less celebrity, led vast 
armies to the conquest of the whole earth, as they proudly boasted, 
The land of the Turk and the Mongol sent forth a mighty series 
of inundations which flooded the rest of Asia during several cen- 
turies, and the effects of which were felt from the plains of Silesia 
to the shores of the Yellow Sea, and from the valley of the Gang 
to the frozen tundra of Siberia. The pressure caused by these in- 
vading waves on the tribes of Northern Siberia drove them still 
farther to the north. Year after year the intruding artars con- 
tinued to press on. Sheibani Khan, a grandson of the mighty 
Zengis, led fifteen thousand families into these northern wilds, and 
their descendants, the Iakhuts, pressed on still farther north, until 
they are now found at the mouths of rivers falling into the Polar 
Ocean. But these regions were formerly inhabited by numerous 
tribes which were driven away still farther north, over the frozen 
sea. Wrangell has preserved traditions of their disappearance, 
and in them, I think, we may find a elue to the origin of the 
Greenland Esquimaux. 3 

The Iakhuts, it is said, were not the first inhabitants of the country 
along the banks of the river Kolyma.* The Omoki, a tribe of 
fishermen, the Chelaki, a nomadic race possessing reindeer, the 
Tunguses, and the Iukahirs were their predeceseors. ‘These tribes 
have so wholly disappeared that even their names are hardly re- 
membered. An obscure tradition tells how “there were once more 
hearths of the Omoki on the shores of the Kolyma than there are 
stars in an Arctic sky.”¢ The Onkilon, too, once a numerous 
race of fishers on the shores of the gulf of Anadyr, are now 
gone no man knows whither. Some centuries ago they are said 
to have occupied all the coast from Cape Chelagskoi to Beh- 
ring’s Straits, and the remains of their huts of stone, earth, and 
bones of whales are still seen along the shorest The Omoki are 
said to have departed from the banks of the Kolyma im two mrge 
divisions, with their reindeer, and to have.gone northward over the 
Polar Sea.§ Numerous traces of their yowrts are to be seen near 
the mouth of the Indigirka, The Onkilon, too, fled away north, 
PP land whose mountains are said to be visible from Cape 

Here we probably have the commencement of the exodus of the 
Greenland Esquimaux. It did not take place at one time, but 
spread over a period of one or two centuries, The age of Mongol 
invasion and conquest was doubtless the age of tribulation and 


* Wrangell, p. 171. + Ibid, p.53. f Ibid, p.a5@, § Ibid, p. 181. 
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ae for the tribes of Northern Siberia. The Khivan genealogist 
Abulghazi tells us that when Ogus Khan, a chief belonging to the 
conquering family of Zengis, made an inroad into the south, some 
of his tribes could not follow him on account of the deep snow.* 
They were called in reproach Aerlih, and this very word, in its 
isttey form of Aeralit, is the name which the Esquimaux of Green- 
and give themselves; but I do not attach any weight to this coin- 
cidence. 

The ruined yourts on Cape Chelagskoi mark the commencement 
of a long march; the same ruined yourfs again appear on the 
shores of the Parry group—a wide space of 1140 miles intervenes, 
which is as yet entirely unknown. If my theory be correct, it 
should be occupied either by a continent or by a chain of islands; 
for | do not believe that the wanderers attempted any navigation, 
or indeed that they ¢ scl canoes at all, They kept moving on 

3 ing and fishing grounds along unknown 





m search of better bunt 
shores, and across frozen straits, and the march from the capes of 
Siberia to Melville Island doubtless occupied more than one gene- 
ration of wanderers. 

There is some evidence, both historical and geographical, that 
the unknown tract in question is occupied by land. A chief of the 
Tehuktche nation told Wrangell that from the cliffs between Cape 
Chelagskot and Cape North, on a clear summer-day, snow-covered 
mountains might be descried at a great distance to the north.t He 
maintained that this distant northern land was inhabited, and 
added that herds of reindeer had been seen to come across the 
frozen sea, and return again to the north. The Tchuktches also 
spoke of a much more northern land, the lofty mountains of which 
were visible on very clear days from Cape Jakan> Wrangell 
himself never caw this mysterious land, and the 'Tchuktches were 
hardly believed until it was actually rediscovered by Captain 
Kellett, in the Herald, in 1850, In August of that year he sighted 
an extensive anil high land to the north and north-west of Beh- 
ring’s Straits, with very lofty peaks, which he believes to be a con- 
tinuation of the range of mountains seen by the natives off Cape 
Jakan.§ There are geographical reasons, which have been pointed 
out by Captain Osborn, for the supposition that land, either as a 
continent or as a chain of islands, extends to the neighbourhood of 
the westernmost of the Parry group, The nature of the ice-floes 
between the north coast of America, off the mouths of the Colville 
and Mackenzie, and Banks Island, leads to the conclusion that 
the sea in which such ice is formed must be, with the exception of 
some narrow straits, land-locked. The Esquimaux of this part of 


* Strablenberg. + Wrangell, p, 526. “} Ibid, p, 342 
: § Qaborn’s * North-West sage,” p. 49. y p : 
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the coast of North America are never able to advance more than 
$0 miles to seaward.* The ice is aground in 7 fathoms water, 
and the floes, even at the outer edge, which ts of course lighter 
than the rest, are 35 to 40 feet thick. The nature of the ice is 
the same along the west coast of Baring Island. When the Znves- 
tigator made her perilous voyage along this coast, the channel 
between the ice and the cliffs was so narrow that her quarter-boats 
had to be topped up to prevent their touching the lofty ice on one 
side and the cliffs on the other. The pack drew 40 to 50 feet of 
water; it rose in rolling hills upon the surface, some of which were 
100 feet high from base to summit, and when it was forced against 
the cliffs it rose at once to a level with the Jnvestivator'’s fore yard- 
arm.t M'‘Clintock also mentions the very heavy polar ice which 
“3 bye up on the north-western shore of Prince Patrick's 
Island.t 

Such awful ice as this was never seen before in the Arctic 
regions. The only way of accounting for its formation, which 
must have taken a long course of years, is that it has no sufficient 
outlet, and that it goes on accumulating from year to year. It 
must therefore be in a virtually land-locked sea, and this of course 
implies land to the north, as well as to the east, south, and west.§ 
Here, then, is my bridge by which the Omoki, Tunguses, and 
Onkilon passed over from the frozen tundra of Siberia to the no 
less inhospitable shores of Prince Patrick's Island, and to those at 
the head of Wellington Channel and Baffin’s Bay, The theory of 
ss face migration is thus illustrated by facts in physical geo- 
Sin. Melville and Banks islands, and near Northumberland 
gound, we meet with the same ruined yourts of stone and earth, 
the same stone fox-traps, and the same bones of whales and other 
animals as were seen by Wrangell at the mouth of the Indigirka, 
These traces were met with by the Arctic se She all along 
the shores of the Parry group, from Prince Patrick's Island to 
Lancaster Sound, a distance of 540 miles. They were of great 
antiquity, and had evidently not been occupied for centuries. 
M‘Clintock found tie ruta made by Parry's cart, and was led by 
their appearance, after more than forty years, to assign a very 
high antiquity to the Esquimaux remains. He says: “No lichens 
have grown upon the upturned stones, and even their deep beds in 


the soil where they had rested ere Parry’s men removed them are 


* Oshorn's * North-West Pas . p. 70. + Thid., p. 204, 
| *Bioe Book,’ p. 569. (Fu papers. 1855.) | 
: De. Simpson tells us that the natives of Pt. Barrow have a tradition that there 
is land far away to the northward, ond that some of their people once reached it. 
It was o hilly country, inhabited by men like themselves, and called Jg/un-nuna, — 
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generally distinct. The ser freshness of these traces 
compel us to assign a very considerable 7 to the Esquimaux 
remains which we find scattered along the shores of the Parry 

‘oup, since they are always moss-covered, and often indistinct,”* 
Tame carefully examined several of these traces of the wanderers, 
and was equally impressed with their great age. I have here col- 
lected a list of the principal remains that have been observed along 
this weary line of march :—T 3 

1. The remains of huts were found by M‘Clure on the north- 
west coast of BartnG IsLanp. | 

2. Oo Metvi.e Istanp Parry found the ruins of six huts, 
6 feet in diameter, by 2 feet high, on the south shore of Liddon’s 
gulf. Similar remains were found on Dealy Island, and at the 
entrance of Bridport inlet.~ Near point Roche, a piece of drift 
timber was seen by Vesey Hamilton, standing upright on the 
summit of a low, flat-topped hill, about 300 yards from the sea, 
and 60 feet above its level, but no signs of an aches ae encam p- 
ment were found near it, The ground was covered with snow. 
The drift timber was 6 inches in diameter, and was sticking up 
about 4 feet out of the ground, being “conspicuously placed, as if 
for a mark.§ | 

$. Byam Mantin Istanp.—Near Cape Gillman there were 
bones of an ox, and jaws of a bear, and on the east shore General 
Sabine saw eix ruined huts and an antler.| | 

4. Bataurst Isuaxp.—To the eastward of Allison inlet there 
were seven huts, some circles of moss-covered stones, and, a few 
miles to the west, another hut, On the west side of Bedford Bay 
there were six huts, and some circles of stones, of great age. On 
Cape Capel M‘Clintock examined ten winter habitations, and the 
bones of bears and seals, some of them cut with a sharp instru- 
ment. From various circumstances he was led to believe that 
none of these huts have been inhabited within the last 200 years. 
The general form of the huts is oval, with an extended opening at 
one end, They are 7 feet long by 10, and are roofed over with 
stones and earth, supported by bones-of whales.{ 

_ 5, Comnwat.is IsLaxp.—aAt the western entrance of M‘Dougall 
Bay there are some very ancient Esquimaux encampments.** On 
an islet in Becher Bay I found three moss-covered circles of 
stones, the sites of summer tents, and a portion of the runner of a 
sledge. West of Cape Martyr there are numerous sites of summer 
tents, with heaps of bones of birds, and some very perfect stone 
fox-traps. On the eastern side of Cape Martyr Osborn carefully 
* ‘Blue Book,’ p. 589, (Further papers, 1855.) 
fee erate nen. arene 
+ Blue Book,’ 188. (Additional papers, 1859,) ** Ibid:, p, 278, i as 
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examined a winter hut. Its circumference was 20 fee , and the 
height of the remaining wall 5 feet 6 inches.* The walls were 
overgrown with moss, and much skill was displayed in the arrange- 
ment of the slabs of slaty limestone. Farther to the castward 
I found traces of an extensive winter settlement, a neat grave of 
limestone, and many heaps of bones. The whole coast is strewn 
with remains from Cape Martyr to Cape Hotham, and there are 
several on Cape Hotham itself. 

6. We.iincton Coanyvet.—Extensive Esquimaux remains, of 
comparatively modern date, as compared with those at Melville 
Island, were found on the extreme eastern shore, beyond Nor- 
thumberland Sound; and an Ezquimaux camp was lying on the 
beach near Cape Lady Franklin. On the Western shore of 
Wellington Channel, ten miles north of Barlow Inlet, the remains 
of three huts were found. 

7. Gnirrita Istanp.—I found the sites of four summer tents 
on the western beach, with bones of birds in and around them, 
also part of the runner of a sledge, a willow switch 2 feet 3 inches 
long, and a piece of the bone of a whale, a foot long, marked 
with cuts from some sharp instrument. Farther on, there were 
ruins of two huts, and some fox-traps.T 

8. Privce or Waes Istaxp.—On the shores of the channel, 
between Russell and Prince of Wales Ialands, there are ruins of 
huts, with many bones, and on the shore of a deep inlet farther 
west there was an old Esquimaux cache, containing bones of seals 
and bears.¢ 

9. Norra Somerser.—Ruined huts were found at Leopold 
Sound, and still farther south by Allen Young, who also saw semi- 
circular walls of very ancient date, used for watching reindeer, 
There are now no inhabitants on North Somerset. 

10. Norra Devon.—Remains of Esquimaux huts were found on 
Cape Spenser, Cape Riley, and in Radstock Bay. On a peninsula 
at the entrance of Dundas Harbour, I found several huts with 
moss-covered walls three feet high, a small recess on one side, and 
a space for the entrance on the other. I also examined twelve 
tombs built of limestone slabs, containing skeletons.§ I am aware 
that Fosse gag belonging to the Pond’s Bay tribe were afterwards 
met with at this place by Captain Inglefield. They had come 
upon the depot which was landed at Navy Board Inlet, on the 
opposite coast, by Mr. Saunders, and had thence crossed over to 

undas Harbour, and finding good hunting and fishing there, they 


* Osborn’s ‘Stray Leaves,’ p. 143. 

+ ' Blue Book, p. 266. (Additional papers, 1852.) 

¢ Allen Young fotind remains of stones for keeping down summer huts all 
round the southern side of Prince of Wales Liland, 
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had continued to visit it in the summer. But I still think that the 
stone huts and tombs are the remains of a more ancient race. 
The Pond’s Bay Esquimaus, like those of Boothia and Igloolik, 
farther south, em the winter in snow huts, and not in yours of 
stone and earth.* 

We have thus been enabled to trace the route taken by these 
ancient wanderers in search of the means of sustaining life, step by 
step, along the whole lencth of the Parry group, from Baring 
Island to Cape Warrender. This region does not afford the 
necessary conditions for a permanent abode of human beings. 
Constant open water during the winter,—at all events in pools 
and lanes, appears to be an absolute essential for the continued 


existence of man in any part of the Arctic regions, when without ° 


bows and arrows, or other means of catching large game on land. 
This essential is not to be found in the frozen sea, whose icy waves 
are piled up in mighty heaps on the shores of the Parry Islands. 
Reindeer, musk oxen, and hares are in abundance on Melville and 
Baring Islands throughout the winter, but the emigrants, whose 
course we are endeavouring to trace, were no more able to catch 
them than are the modern “Arctic Highlanders.” There animal 
food, too, without blubber of seal or walrus for fuel with which to 
melt water for drinking purposes, would be insufficient -to maintain 
human life in the Arctic zone. As they advanced farther east they 
would come to the barren limestone shores of Bathurst and Corn- 
wallis Islands, where the club moss ceases to grow, where all 
vegetation is still more scarce, and where animal life is not so 
abundant. A few of desperate struggling for existence must 
have shown them that their journey half round the world was not 
retended. Again they had to wander in search of some less in- 
hospitable shore, leaving behind them the ruined huts and fox- 
ig which have marked their route, and helped to identify them 
with the fugitives who left their yourts asthe mouths of the Indi- 
irka and the Kolyma. We have every reason to believe that no 
Esjuimans have since visited the Parry Islands, 

‘he emigrants probably kept marchin steadily to the eastward 
along and north of Barrow's Straits. They doubtless arrived in 
aaall parties throughout the fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth 
centuries. They seem to have been without canoes, but to have 
been provided with dogs and sledges; and on reaching the mouth 
of Lancaster Sound they appear to have kept along the shore, 
leaving traces in the shape of ruined huts at the entrance of 
Jones's Sound, and finally to have arrived in Greenland, on some 
part of the eastern shore of Smith Sound, not improbably at the 
“wind-loved” point of Anoatok. ‘Thence, as new relays of emi- 


* Parsy’s second voyage. Ross's second voyage, 
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nts arrived, they may be supposed to have separated in parties 
fo the north and ih the pee wandering whither we knew ibe 
the latter crossing Melville Bay, appearing suddenly among the 
Norman settlements, and stewgpe-un | peopling the islets and fiords 
of South Greenland. Some of the wanderers remained at the 
“wind-loved” point, established their hunting grounds between the 
Humboldt and Melville Bay glaciers, and became the ancestors of 
that very curious and interesting race of men, the “Arctic High- 
landers. | | 

Unlike the Parry Islands, the coast of Greenland was found to 
be suited for the home of the hardy Asiatic wanderers, and here 
at length they found a resting-place. Its granite cliffs are more 
covered with vegetation than are the bare limestone ridges to the 
westward, The currents and drifting bergs keep eon and lanes 
of water open throughout the winter, to which walrus, seals, and 
bears resort. Without bows and arrows, without canoes, and 
without wood, the “Arctic Highlanders” could still secure abundance 
of food with their bone spears and darts. For generations they 
have been completely isolated by the Humboldt glacier to the north, 
and the glacier near Cape Melville'to the south. Thus their range 
extends along 600 mules of coast line, while inland they are 
hemmed in by the Sermik-soak, or great ice-wall. Dr, Kane tells 
us that they number about 140 soulsa,* powerful, well-built fellows, 
thick-set, and muscular, with round chubby faces,f and the true 
warm hearts of genuine hunters; ready to close with a bear twice 
their size, and to enter into a conflict with a fierce walrus of four 
hours’ duration on weak ice. I do not see any valid grounds for 
Dr. Kane's supposition that they are fast dying out. Their igloo, 
or winter habitation, is a circular stone hut, about 8 feet long by 
¢ broad, and is identical in all respects with the ruins which we 
found on the shores of the Parry islands. It should be observed 
also that by comparing the vocabulary of the language of the 
Greenland Esquimaux with that of the Tchuktches of northern 
Siberia, it will be seen that both dialects are of the same 
mother tongue, It is not, however, my intention to enter upon a 
discussion of the habits of these singular people, or to describe 
their dress, their weapons, or their habitations; these points, 
interesting as they are, would form abundant material for another 
i and would more fitly be considered at a meeting of the 

nological Society. 

I desire on this occasion to confine myself to the migrations of 
the Greenland Esquimaux, and, in conclusion, to point out the 
interesting field for ethnological research which probably lies before 
a Polar expedition in regions of which we now know nothing. 
The discoveries of geologists have recently brought to light the 
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existence of a race of people who lived soon after the remote 
glacial epoch of Europe, and who were wagon Cast pa with the use 
of metals, Their history is that of the earliest family of man 
of which we yet have any trace; while here, in the far north, there 
are tribes still living beet exactly similar conditions, in a glacial 
country, and in a stone age, A close and careful study of this 
race, therefore, and more especially of any part of it whie may be 
discovered in hitherto unexplored regions, assumes great im- 
portance, and becomes a subject of universal interest. atl 
- I ventured to hint just now that, after the arrival of the Asiatic 
emigrants at the “wind-loved” point, while some went south and, 
driving out the Norsemen, peopled Greenland; and while others 
remained between the forks of the great glacier, a third party may 
have wandered north to still more remote and now unknowns ores, 
where the required conditions for their existence may be attainable, 
I believe this to be far from improbable: It is true that the 
“Arctic Highlanders” told Dr. Kane that they knew of no in- 
habitant beyond the Humboldt glacier, and this is the farthest 
pomt which was indicated RsteWertiaMrcsaees Fork (the 
native lad who was on’board the Assistance for more than a year), 
on his wonderfully accurate charts, In like manner the Esquimauy 
of Upernavik knew nothing of natives north of Melville Bay until 
the first voyage of Sir John Ross. Yet we know that there either 
are or have been inhabitants north of Humboldt glacier, for Morton 
5 Kane’s steward) found the runner of a sledge, made of bone, 
ying on the beach on the northern side of it.* There isa tradition, 
too, among the Arctic Higlanders that there are herds of musk 
oxen far to the north on an island in an iceless sea. Assuredly if 
Morton gave an accurate account of what he saw beyond the 80° 
of N. latitude, the Esquimaux who wandered towards the Pole 
would have no inducement to return south again. Open water 
means to them life, It means bears, seals, walrus, ducks, and 
pee a _ health, pea and abundance. 
| 2 belief of some geographers there is a great Pol ia, or 
basin of open water round the Polet Wran all sass that open 
water is met with north of New Siberia and Kotelnoi, and thence 
to the same distance off the coast between Cape Chelagskoi and 
; omar If this be the case the Omoki and Onkilon, who 
fled before Tartar or Russian invasion, had no reason to reore 
their change of residence. A land washed by the waves of a Polynia 
would be a good exchange for the dreary tundra of Arctic Siberia, 
where the earth is frozen for 70 feet below the surface. Dr, Peter. 
mann, and other geographers, believe that open water at all seasong, 
probably forming a large navigable Arctic ocean, extends along the 


* Kane, i. p. 309, t Hayes, p. 35, 
¢ Petermaun’s ‘arch for Franklin,’ § Wrangell, p, 504, 
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northern coasts of Siberia, and of the Parry group. Now if these 
theories be anything like the truth, I think that scattered tribes will 
also be found far to the north. Wherever a Polynia, be it large or 
small, really exists, there men who sustain life by hunting seals and 
walrus may be expected to be found upon its shores. We may 
reasonably conclude then, if the region between Morton's farthest 
and the Pole bears any resemblance to the coast of Greenland, 
if there is a continent or a chain of islands with patches of open 
water near the shores, caused by ocean currents, that tribes will be 
found resembling the “Arctic Highlanders,” who extend their 
wanderings to the very Pole itself. Such a people will be com- 
pletely isolated, they wil be living entirely on their own resources— 
far more so even than the “ Arctic Highlanders.” since the North 
water has been for the last forty years visited by whalers and 
explorers; and a full account of the habits, the mode of life, and 
the language of so isolated a people will be to many of us among 
the most valuable results of the contemplated Polar expedition, — 

T have thus endeavoured to point out the route which was 
probably taken by the ancestors of the Greenlanders, and of the 
supposed denizens of the Pole, in their long march from the Siberian 
coast. I am not in the least wedded to the theory which is pro- 
pounded in this paper, but I have solicited your attention in order 
to point gut, by a few suggestive hints, what a wide field of 
interesting and valuable research is waiting for investigation in the 
science of ethnology alone in the region of the Pole: and, be it 
remembered that this is but one out a ae branches of knowledge 
which will be enriched by future North Polar explorers. 





VIIIL.—On Stereoseopie Maps, taken from Models of Mountainous 
Countries, By Francis Gaurox, Esq., F.ns.; illustrated by 
Specimens photographed by Rosert Cameron Garon, Esq. 

Read, March 13, 1865, 


A LARGE amount of theory and practical skill has been directed to 
the art of mapping mountainous countries, on an accurate and pic- 
torial system ; but the results are far from satisfying the every-day 
requirements of mountaineers and other travellers. The idea 
obtained from the best of these maps is considerably inferior to , 
the knowledge gained by seeing a model. 

There are serious obstacles to the complete success of the map- 
‘maker in representing mountainous countries, Simple shading is 
too feeble an instrument to express gradations of relief, and the 
insertion of name8 interferes with the regularity of the ae 
Contour maps are complete failures whenevey oer and cli 
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have to be represented, for the lines then become so super- 
ups as to be wholly unintelligible, 

I have often had disagreeable experience of the inadequacy of 
maps to express the configuration of Alpine districts; and, on 
thinking how it could be remedied, the idea occurred to me of 
testing the effect of stereographs, I accordingly borrowed a few 
of the smaller and less delicate models from the collection. of the 
Royal Geographical Society, and plaeed them in the hands of my 
cousin, Mr, R. Cameron Galton, who is an excellent amateur pho- 
tographer, and who had kindly offered to assist me in carrying my 
object into effect. The resol has been the production of the 
instructive specimens which we have exhibited to the Society. 

It was not our aim to go to greater labour and expense than was 
necessary to show the complete feasibility of the idea, _If larger 
models had been attacked, it would have been necessary to photo- 
graph them in situ, by erecting a stage above them, on which a 
camera could traverse in a vertical position. It would also have 

“n Necessary to have recourse to some special means of illumina- 
tion. All this would have created an amount of labour and incon- 
venience which would, I believe, be henceforth well justified on the 
part of professional — motogray re, making stereoscopic maps for 
the purpose of sale, but which was in no Way requisite to prove 
what I wished to maintain, namely, the effectiveness of this method 
of chartography. 

_ it is not by any means necessary that these maps should be 
limited to the size of ordinary stereoscopic slides, r% specimen ig 
exhibited of the Island of St. Paul, taken in four quarters, in which 
the four pair of stereoscopic prints have been brought pretty closely 
together, both . laterally and. longitudinally, with good oflect. lif 
we call the upper quarters Al, and A 2, and the lower quarters 
x 1, and B 2, and if we distinguish the left and right-hand halves 























(of each stereoscope by the letters 7 and r, then the photog pls 
have been pasted side by side, as in the upper part of the following 
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The four middle squares forming an almost continuous photo- 
rraphic map, as shown in the small diagram to : 
the side ; of which either the left side, by itself; | 5 , 
or the right» side, by itself; may be viewed r 
stereoscopically. For convenience of carriage, 


exhibit, have been made to fold over the middle | BI || B 


Though, theoretically, the eye-glasses of the 2 
stereoscope ought to be held exactly above the centres of each 
stereograph, yet, I find, that no such accuracy is needed in 
practice, The glasses may even be held over the line that 
divides one stereograph from that which lies next below it; for 
instance, over the line that separates the A’s from the B's. We 
might, therefore, prolong the map to any extent downwards, by 
annexing rows of C’s below the b's; and of D's below the C's; 
and so on. | 

1 also find that the glasses may be held somewhat out of their 
_ proper place, to one side ; including, for example, a portion of A 2 J, 
and excluding a corresponding purtionof Al It 1s now easy 
to apply the eyes to the stereoscope, in such a way (partly by 
withdrawing them to a trifling distance from it, and partly by 
not looking through the centre of the lenses) so as to limit the 
field of view, sufficiently to prevent the portion of A 2 that is 
seen by the right eye, being overlapped, by anything seen through 
the lenses, by the left. There need be no conflict of 1 7 
between Al and A 2. This operation is difficult to describe, 
but is very easy to recognise and also to effect in practice, Of 
the whole picture then in view, it is of course only a part that 
is seen by binocular vision, and therefore pes : 
- nevertheless a stereoscopic i//usion is insensibly conveyed to the 
remainder, ‘This is exactly what occurs in ordinary vision. Only 
the middle belt of our ordinary field of view is seen by both eyes 
at the same time; as is instantly to be proved, by shutting first 
one eye and then the other. It will then be found that fully a 
sixth part of the field, on either side, has been seen by one eye 
alone: and that only four-sixths of the total view, have fallen within 
the range of bineoalis vision, Nevertheless, we are not conscious 
of say tresk in the stereoscopic effect. The stereoscopic illusion 
is carried on insensibly, principally soba the medium of the 
perspective and shading, which remain unchanged. We are also 
“quite unconscious of the presence of the object that limits the 
completeness of the true stereoscopic effect. This object is 
the nose, in ordinary vision; and the woodwork of the stereoscope, 
in the case we «ere describing. In either instance, the inter- 
Vening object is thoroughly out of focus with the images on 
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which our eyes are intent; and therefore its presence is the more 
easily to be ignored. | 
Owing to these properties, we are able to deal with models of 
very considerable dueasises both laterally and longitudinally. 
When such a model has been stereoscoped in separate squares, and 
the prints have been carefully united, it becomes possible to view 
ny part of the large map with stereoscopic effect. | 
wo of the modsis—that of the Orteles Spitze and of the Island 
of St. Paul—are Austrian, They are accompanied by aa pre- 
pared with signal success by Austrian artists, that may fairly be 
considered to represent the most advanced stage of ma me at 
the present day. A comparison of the stereographs, photographed 
from the same models that the map-maker endeavoured to repre- 
sent, cannot fail to show the infinite superiority of the stereo- 
graphs over the engravings, They belong to quite another order 
of representation. The delicacy of their detail is far superior to 
the workmanship of any engraver, and the vividness of their relief 
is absolutely startling. | 
The insertion of names necessarily obliterates so much of the 
surface as is occupied by the strokes of the letters, but it is no 
hindrance to stereoscopic effect. On the contrary, it is advan- 
tageous to it, and for the following reason :—When we look at a 
model tinted in a perfectly uniform manner, or in rely white 
plaster-of-Paris, so equally illuminated as to be affected by no 
shadow whatever, it appears to be flat and featureless. “The 
eyes can select no points on which to converge or to focus 
tt imelros and therefore the stereoscopic effect is nil. Under 
circumstances of ordinary illumination there are always some 
7 peaks, or Sop toh vies out by the lights and shadows, and 
herefore there is usually some appearance of stereoscopic relief, 
The total effect is, however, due to the shading, rather than to 
the true stereoscopic effect, as is evident from the fact that, 
whether we look at a purely white model with two eyes or with 
only one, there is little difference. But as soon as names, dis- 
colorations, or marks of any kind, however delicate, are made 
upon its surface, the case is altered. The eyes find numerous 
definite points to lay hold of, and the features of the model start 
into saliency. In illustration of this, I may mention it is a common 
remark, that the height of a small room appears notably di- 
minished, when its ceiling is  yeoai ina pattern. The fact being, 
that when the ceiling is of a uniform tint, no stereoscopic data 
exist, to enable us to estimate its distance from our e ex, Conse- 
ga the distance is indefinite, and we think nothing about it. 
but as soon as the ceiling has been painted in patterns, there can 
Bee possibility of error, nor of forgetfulness of the real height of 
12 TOOm. 
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Contour lines may be drawn on the model, and will appear on 
the stereograph with good effect. 

The size of an ordinary stereoscopic slide is very suitable for 
District Maps, such as are commonly inserted in guide-books, 
where they occupy a single octavo pase. As the stereoscopic 
lenses usually magnify an object twofold, the apparent scale of an 
ordinary stereograph and of the map that fills an octavo page, 
are nearly identical. The stereograph of the Orteles Spitze well 
represents the character of such a district map, as may be found 
in the Swiss guides of Baedecker and Berlepsch. 

Travellers who may hereafter use stereoscopic maps, need by no 
means burden themselves with box stereoscopes for the purpose of 
viewing them. The cheap and common little instrument, used like 
a double eye-glass, proves a perfect substitute in a skilful hand. 
It consists of two stereoscopic lenses, set into a thin strip of wood, 
and it will go with perfect ease into the waistcoat-pocket, if the 
handle be shortened or made to fold. 

Numerous models of the more frequented mountain districts 
are already in existence, on a Suitable scale for photography, 
Many of them are large and heavy, much more important than 
those from which these stereographs have been taken, They are 
to be found in the collection of the Royal Geographical Sooty in 
the Geological Museum in Jermyn-street, and in the South Ken- 
sington i Sa as well as in numerous other museums both in 
England and on the Continent. ‘There are, in addition, a few 
models on a yet greater scale, that have been the labour of years 
to construct, and form.sights that travellers delight to visit, such as 
that of the English lakes at Keswick, those of Switzerland 
at Berne, Zurich, Lucerne, and Geneva; and of the Pyrenees at 
Luchon. Unfortunately for the photographer, the majority of 
models are too highly coloured, and are placed in far too dark 
rooms for their convenience, But even these difficulties may be - 
overcome when desired. So far as the models are painted in oil, 
they can be temporarily tinted with water-colour, to be afterwards 

nged away, and the camera could be brought to bear upon 

em in the following manner :—A stage might be built round the 
models, like that erected by builders above the large works they 
are employed upon, A framework, holding the camera in a ver- 
tical position, looking downwards, would run laterally on a stage 


that itself moved longitudinally, This is precisely the same prin- 


ciple as that on which the builder's crane is constructed, by which 
it is enabled to be brought over any point that may be desired. 
Lines would next be drawn upon the model, dividing it into 
squares of a suitable size, and the camera would be brought over 
the centre of each’ of these squares in succession. The necessary 
illumination would be easily obtained by the magnesium light. When 
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bie Fe had been made and printed off, and had to be united, 
they would be cut with a free hand, following the lines which now, 
being represented in perspective, would cease to be straight. It is 
impossible that the adjacent squares, acres st from different 
points of perspective, should fit against each other with absolute 
accuracy, but the misfit is inconsiderable. 

If the merit of Stereoscopic Maps should be generally recogmised, 
we may pape hes oo will hereafter be heres for the ad 
purpose of a ime photographic copies; and that stereog oO 
Sts frequented Sem dutta oa passes will beccane: chaily 
obtainable, to the great convenience of the annual ten thousands of 
summer tourists. 

The Photographs exhibited are :— 

2. ae of St. Paul, in four parts united together, from a bronze Austrian 
Ticahe 
2. Island of St, Paul, in a single slide, from a bronze Austrian model. 
be in 5. Orteles Spitze, differently marked, for namea; from an Austrian 
a 6. Mont Blane district, from Banerkeller's well-known relief map, 
7. Cape Town and Table Mountain, from a coloured model. 
8. ie = from thé same, after being whitened, 
* 9. Abyssinia, a rude model, 
10, Isle of Wight , 

The stereograph annexed to this r is a part only of one 
of those that thes exhibited at the fae it was ead: but it 13 
sufficient to illustrate the arguments I have endeavoured to 
maintain. The stereograph is a pert of the sheet of the Island 
of St. Paul's; which was made by pl otomrartiee oe model in four 
srperete sections, and by subsequently pasting the prints together, 

ide by side. It includes that portion of the original sheet, which 
is outlined by dots in the annexed diagram:— _ 





It shows not only the excellent effect of stereoscopic maps, but 
also the ease with which separate stereographs can be united 
together both laterally and longitudinally; and how they can be 
viewed through a stereoscope, even on the very lines of their 
junction, owing to the principles I bave explained above. 
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Additional Notes. By Ropert Cameron Garton, Esq. 
Some months back my cousin, Mr. Francis Galton, suggested the 


possibility of obtaining all the advantages of maps in relief, and 
other Gofeseaiial co leds by maleic them Stereosenpcaly, 
and proposed to me to carry out this idea. He has obtained for 
me several models from the Royal Geographical Society, from 
which I have made the accompanying stereographs. They show 
all the sharp reliefs of the originals, while they are as portable as 
could be desired, and I believe this invention is alated to be 
of immense value to travellers and others. 

Ordinary maps, the very best, give but a very imperfect notion 
of the physical aspect of a country, while these give every variation 
of surface with the greatest distinctness. ‘To travellers in moun- 
tainous lands it is of the last importance to be acquainted with the 
nature of the surface, and not less important is such knowledge for 
strategic purposes. These stereoscopic maps, from their extreme 
Hepat and their truthfulness, will, I am sure, open out a. new 
field in the department of maps. I have, of course, met with some 
difficulties in producing these stereographs. Perhaps the most 
important has been that of inserting legible names. This difficulty 
applies chiefly to extremely mountainous countries, where there 
is but little level ground. In other cases it is scarcely felt. 
Several methods have been tried to evade the difficulty, and 
some have been represented in the different specimens. For 
instance, in the stereograph of the Orteles ge No, 1, I have 
inserted numbers, and the Orteles Spitze, No. 2, letters of the 
alphabet, capital, and small, with a printed explanatory index on 
the back of each stereograph. In the Orteles Spitze, No. 3, I 
have stretched threads across the model at right angles to 
each other, like lines of latitude and longitude, with letters and 
numbers to designate the several 3 pbs after a well-known 
method, as Al, AQ, Bl, B2, &e.; while, instead of an index of 
names, I have prepared a blank sheet of paper with similar and 
corresponding squares, letters, and numbers, and have inserted the 
names of the chief points of interest in their proper places, as 
shown by the squares; this sheet I have photographed and affixed 
to the back of the stereograph. In the stereograph of the Isle of 
Wight I have simply written the names on the surface. 

In photographing these portable models, with an peers single- 
lensed camera, workiue on a stereoscopic slide, I have found it 
convenient to affix them to a vertical band a up like an 
easel, but with a leg in front as well as behind. ‘This position of 
the model is more manageable than any other, and the light can 
be arranged as well as, or be tter than, if the model was horizontal. 
I have used one of Ross's No. 1 carte de visiteJens. In order to 





~ mixed with gum and water, with the 
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have the marginal definition clear, I have used a small dingiiregm, 
No. 3, with an opening about half-an-inch in diameter, and conse- 


| gusty the time of exposure has been somewhat long, varying 


m one and a half to three minutes. Some of the models are a 
good deal discoloured by age and rough treatment; and in order 
fo obtain sufficient contrast in the different parts, I have had either 
to recolour them with ordinary water-colours, or to coat them over 
entirely with white, For the latter purpose I have used kaolin, 

thest results; it gives a very 
perfect dead-white surface, and can, moreover, be removed with the 
greatest ease. 
Ronert Cameron GALton. 
Fob, 14, 1865. 








[X.—Water Supply in the Basin of the River Orange, or *Gariep, 
South Africa. By James Fox Witson, Eq. 
‘ Reod, March 13, 1965. 


A very noticeable physical fact, which has of late years attracted 
considerable attention from residents in South Africa, is the gradual 
drying-up of luge tracts of country in the Trans-’Gariep, That 
gee expanse of wilderness, called the Kalihiri, remar able for 
w inhabitants, little water, and considerable vegetation, seems to 
be gaining in extent, gradually swallowing up large portions of the 
habitable country on its confines, and slowly, but scl es ualbetis 
their fertile character to its own sterile one. It has become matter 
of notoriety that springs, which a few years ago supplied a sufficient 
PF eared fluid to irrigate considerable breadths of garden and 
eld, have diminished in their flow and dwindled away, causing 
the migration of the inhabitants to a more favourable dwelling- 
place; while desert cucking-places and well-filled pools, such is 
that of Serotli, described by Livingstone, are at present either com- 
letely dry, or afford only a smnall quantity of liquid after much 
dig , where formerly existed a large piece of water. 

Tanne and other pace on the road to Lake ‘Ngami this is 
the case, as well as at Tunobis in Damaraland, and elsewhere ; 
but it is most conspicuous in the territory of the Bakwain tribes, in 
which, as one of the many evidenees of the growing desiccation of 
the country, streams, ¢. 9. the Mahalapi River, that at Lopelole 
and at Porapora Pass, are pointed out where thousands and thou- 


- sands of cattle formerly drank, but in which water never now, flows, 


and where a single herd could not fipd fluid for its support.* 





* Livingstone, pp. 14, 150. 
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When Mr. Moffat first attempted a settlement at the Kartiman 
forty years ago, he made a dam six or seven miles below the present 
one, and led out the stream for irrigation, where not a drop of the 
fountain water ever now flows; and other parts, fourteen miles 
below the Kuiriman gardens, are pointed out as having contained, 
within the memory of people now living, hippopotami and pools 
sufficient to drown beth men and cattle." 

The fountain at Griqua Town, which a few years ago yielded a 
sufficiency of water to irrigate four square miles of corn and garden 

ound, has of late years and in the most marked manner diminished 
its supplies, almost ceasing to flow, and oceasioning the emigration 
of many of the Dutch-speaking inhabitants to other and more 
fertile localities not subject to the absence of moisture. 

As this diminution of water has been-coincident with the failure 
of fountains over a wide extent of territory in Bechuanaland, it is 
evident that from some cause, more or less obscure, a great change 
in the external physical characteristics of the entire region between 
the Orange and the 'Ngami Lake, has taken place since the country 
was first explored by Europeans. , 

This great change has not, however, been confined to the com- 
paratively short space of time during which missionaries have been 
in the country. On the contrary, the traditions of the natives point 
to more remote periods, when the country was far more fertile and 
much better watered than at present—when the Kiuriman and 
other rivers, with their taeiabla torrents, were something to boast 
of. Moffat says that accounts of floods of ancient times, of inces- 
sant showers which clothed the very rocks with verdure, and of the 
existence of giant trees and forests which once covered the brows 
of the Hamhana Hills, are wont to be related by garrulous elders, 
to the utter astonishment of their younger listeners. In those 
ancient days the lowing herds walked up to their necks in grass, and, 
ay their owners’ milk-sacks with rich milk, made every heart to 





















ma Soy A 7 és 
ut, independent of this oral and traditional testimony, travellers 
have before their eyes, in the immense number of stumps and roots 
of enormous trunks of the Acacia giraffe, where now scarcely : 
single living specimen is to be seen raising its stately head abov 
the shrubs, ge ie the ancient beds of the dried-up rivers Matlaurin, 
Mashaua, Molapo, and others, positive demonstration of the de- 
yarted former fertility of the lands of the Bechuana nation. In 
ct, the whole country north of the Orange River, and lying east 
of the Kalahiri Desert, presents to the eye of a European, to use 
the words of the missionary just quoted, “something like an old 
_ neglected garden or field.” 


© Livingstone, p. 110, + Moffat's ‘ South Africa,” p- 86. 














108  Wutson on the Water Supply in the Basin of the 


In investigating the causes which have combined to produce these 
desolating effects in the Basin of the 'Gariep, it will be necessary 
for us +5 cliseuen from our minds all theories of cosmical changes ; 
for although at first sight so gradual, extensive, and so marked a 
diminution of water-supplies might give rise to an idea of the 

-esence of subterranean agency in some form, yet we cannot find 
that the parts of Africa under consideration are or have been in 
the past subject to the ravages of earthquakes. If an upheaval, 
due to agencies operating beneath the surface of the earth, were 


taking place, it must be of Sen slow and almost a ear ad 
di e 


action, and could rasta be made to account for the present 
increasing growth of the droughty region. Cosmical convulsions, 
such as cee pers of hills, the production of faults in strata, 
and the forcing of river-gorges, ma possibly afford us an explana- 
tion of the draining out of ancient lakes towards the ocean ; but in 
the case of the gradual diminution of fountains and the final disap- 
pearance of rivers no convulsion of nature can be adduced in expla- 
nation, neither has any such violent natural operation been observed 
since Europeans have lived in the country. 

Perhaps Dr. Livingstone lays too much stress on his inge 10us 
theory of the forcing of the gorge of the Mosioatunya Falls?* He 
Pace We ees 





*... The path seemed to lead along the high bank of what ma have been 
the ancient bed of the Tambesi before the fissure was made. The Lekone now 
winds in it in an opposite direction to that in which the ancient river must have 
flowed. Hoth the Lekone and Unguesi flow back towards the centre of the 
country, and in an opposite direction to that of the main stream. It wae gre 
then that we were ascending the further we went eastward, The level of the 
lower portion of the Lekone is about 200 feet above that of the Zombesi at 
the Falls, and considerably more than the altitude of oh consequently, 
when the river flowed along this ancient bed, instead of through the rent, the 
whole country between this and the ridge beyond Libebe westwards, Lake 
‘Ngami and the fat southwards, and eastwards iat big Nehokotss was one 
ack oar lake, There is abundant evidence of the existence and extent 
of this vast lake in the longitudes indicated, and stretching from 17° to 21° a, Int, 
The whole of this space is paved with a bed of tufa more or less soft, as it 1s 
covered with soil or left ex to atmospheric influences. Wherever ant-eaters 
make deep holes in the ancient bottom, freshwater shells are thrown ont, identical 
with those now existing in the Lake "Ngami and the Zambesi. The Barote 
Valley was another lake of a similar nature, and one existed beyond Masiko, and 
a fourth near the Orange River. The whole of these Inkes were let out by 
means of cracks or fissures made in the —— Bes upheaval of the 
country. The fissure made at the Victoria Fa t out the water of this great 
valley, and left a small patch in what was probably its deepest portion, and is 
pow called Lake "Ngami. The Falls of Gouye furnish an outlet to the lake 
of the Barotse Valley ; and so of the ot oe lakes of remote times... . All 
the African lakes hitherto discovered are | llow in consequence of being the 
mere residua of very much la er ancient bodies of water. There can be no 
with water than at present, bat a natural celle poeee Jlhpany been going on 
for ages. Deep fissures are made proba y by the elevation of the land, proofs 

hich 





of which are seen in modern shells imbedded in marly gufa all round the coast- 
line. Whether this process of desiccation is as rapid throughout the continent, 
as, in o letter to the te Dean Buckland in 1843, I showed to have been the case 
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imagines that in the remote past, the Barotse ner S the Linot- 
kaathe, parts of the Kalahari, and the basin of the Zouga River, 
were occupied by a number of long, shallow, slug-shaped lakes, 
analogous in character to the existing members of the great Central 
African lake Lesa recentl Pree by travellers. At that distant 
eriod, according to this hypothesis of the Doctor's, the present 
K alah wilderness, with its dreary expanses of wait-a-bit thorn 
and desert-melon, was comparatively fertile and well watered. 
The dried-up watercourses which furrow its sandy surface then 
conveyed to the lakes, the Orange River, the Limpopo, or the 
Zambesi, treasures of liquid to which it bas been for thousands of 
years a ater Accumulations of lacustrine tufa, with flaviatile 
shells embedded, testify to the substantial correctness of this in- 
genious theory; and it is further supported by the occurrence of 
gorges, through which the superabundant accumulations of lacus- 
trine water have, without doubt, forced their way to the ocean. 
But this process of draining out, to which Inner South Africa has 
evidently been subjected, must have taken place at a time so 
remote, that in all probability it occurred in the Quaternary geo- 
logical epoch, as it 1s sometimes called, when gigantic quadrupeds 
are, by some geologists, supposed to have been the contemporaries 
of man upon the earth; and transpiring, as we presume it did, at 
* so distant an epoch, the drainage of extensive ancient lakes to the 
ocean becomes entirely useless for all purposes as a theory explana- 
tory of what has been taking place within the last few generations. 
utting aside, therefore, all idea of natural convulsions, we must 
seck reasons for the continued arent of drought in the physical 
characteristics of the "Gariepine Basin itself, and in the customs of 
its inhabitants, And here doubtless we shall find the true solution 
of the difficulty. 


I. In the first place, the countries drained by the Great River 
are naturally arid, both from their interior position and from the 
interposition of the Quathlamba Mountains between them and the 
Indian Ocean, whence the chief supplies of rain are evaporated. 
Tt will be necessary, therefore, to speak bere of the three meteoro- 
logical zones into which South Africa may be divided, and at the 
same time give a description of the different sections into which 
the "Gariepine territories are apportioned by recent writers. The 
meteorological divisions may be regarded as three zones of climate 





cy 


the Bechuana country, it is not for me to say; but thongh there is a slight 


tradition of the waters having buret through the low hills south of the Barotse, 
there is none of a sudden upheaval o panied by an earthquake. The forma- 
tion of the crack of Mosioatunya is ps too ancient for that."—Livingstone's 


Missionary Travels in South Africa,’ pp. 527, 528. 
; 
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( sates grord © the eastern, comprehending Zulu-land, Natal, In- 
dependent and British Kaffraria ; the central, comprising a portion 
of the elevated Central Basin of the continent, and divided from 
the eastern by the Drakensberg, Malutis, and other ranges; and 
the western, including the Kalahari Proper, the wastes of Nama- 
qualand, and the wilds of Bushmanland—the latter situated to the 
south of the Orange River. 

The first of these, which may be called the zone of the Kaffirs, 
is pronounced by travellers to te decidedly fertile. It is covered 
with evergreen succulent trees, occasional extensive forests, and 
gigantic timber. The zone is comparatively well watered by 
numerous streams, and has a considerable annual rainfall. 

The second, or zone of the Bechuana, consists for the most part 
of rolling plains or arid prairies, with but few fountains, fewer per- 
manent rivers, and forests (if such they may be called) gradually 
diminishing to a final destruction, which from present appearances 
cannot long be delayed. Rain here, as a rule, is far from abun- 
dant ;* irrigation is abeolutely necessary to raise European grain, 
and droughts are of frequent occurrence. 

The third, or zone of the Namaquas and Bushmen, sterile and 
barren in the extreme, is dependent upon thunder-storms alone for 
_ the rain, which rushes down its periodical rivers or supplies the 

verctation of its deserts. | 

The prevailing winds of most of the country thus divided are 
from the north-east. Heavily laden with vapour from the Indian 
Ocean, the clouds, under the influence ofthese easterly currents, 
are driven over the Zulu territory, Natal and Kaffirland, watering 
those lands luxuriantly ; but when the moisture-bearmg nimbi arrive 
at the peaks of the mountain-ranges, not only have they parted 
with a large proportion of their water, but they are then on the 

lee of the more arid central basin, and begin to meet with the 
mfluences of the heated and naked plains, under the radiation from 
the surface of which, and in an increasing are as the Bechuana 
tribes are passed and the Kalihiri is reac ed, the clouds rise 
higher above the earth, the moisture evaporates into thinner vapour, 
and as a consequence fewer showers fall upon the hot thirsty soil 
beneath. 

The further we journey from the Drakensburg eastwards, the 
greater becomes this diminution of water. | 

Leaving the mountains, the Lesuto or Basuto land, as it is fte- 
quently called, is, without doubt, the best-watered portion of the 

tral meteorological. district, mainly, it is presumed, on account 
of its being intersected by the Malutis range. Towards this im- 





* ‘The Lesuto is the exception. ~ 
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portant section of country, from November to April, the north-east 
winds blow from the shores of Mozambique and the delta of the 
Zambesi immense masses of cloud, which sweep heavily over the 
earth, darkening the sky, and preceded in their course by dreadful 
peals of thunder, On reaching the high land, the aénal lake 
shut in by the huge table-headed mouutains; as a consequence, a 
rapid condensation takes place, and then a veritable deluge ensues, 
In a few moments cataracts rush from the mountain heights, the 
smallest and most thread-like rivulets are transformed into torfents, 
and the rivers, overflowing their banks, cover the plains: this some- 
times lasts for days together I It is from the accumula- 
tion of these waters that the . — : isan ate a other 
tributaries of the great Orange River, which with slow and majestic 
course flow to he wenward across the vast plains of the centre of 
South Africa, take their rise. As the mountains, however, merge 
into the plains, and these again into the Kalahiri, we are reminded 
by the gradually diminishing rivers of the even Increasing 
aridity of the soil, till we reach Great Namaqualand, where the 
occurrence of periodically filled water-courses again testifies to the 
descent of rain. 

Tn this latter district, however, as well as in the desert, rain falls 
only from thunder-clouds, These rise from the north-east, and are 
always hailed with delight by the inhabitants of those parched and 
burning regions; but they are partial in the distribution of their 
precious treasure, the storms frequently passing over with tremen- 
dous violence, striking both European and native with awe at their 
terrific grandeur, while not a particle of rain descends to cool and 
fructify the barren waste. There is something terribly sublime in 
a real Namaqualand or Kilihiri thunder-storm. The air becomes 
sultry and oppr ive to an unusual degree; the whole animated 
creation 1s alent as death; not a breath of wind is perceptible, 
Low down on the horizon a dense black cloud emits a faint 
rumbling, which momentarily becomes louder and louder, while 
the threatening mass, ever increasing, gradually rises, lighted up 
with the quick flashes of forked lightning. At length a cloud of 
dust approaches, a storm of wind rushes over the plain, overturning 
trees, uprooting bushes, and sweeping everything before it in its 
tumultuous course; a few large spattering drops are heard, and 
then, with the almost simultaneous blinding glare of lightning and 
deafening crash of thunder, torrents of mingled hail and rain 
descend. In a few minutes the country is flooded; currents of 
turbid water, half a mile wide, roar through a ravine which has 
not shown a drop of water for years previously, rivulets flow where 
one would think water had nevef run before, and the ear is charmed 
with the sweet strafng of a long-silent music. Perhaps in less than 
an hour the cloud has passed over, and may be seen speeding 


= 
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onwards to pour out its treasures over many a sunburnt plain and 
par mountain.” | 

Barren, burnt up, and roasted by the sun as are the desolate 
territories in the western meteorological zone, there are few spots 
nevertheless, even in the Kalahari Proper, which are covered with 
shifting sands, or are wholly desitute of vegetation. Even large 
trees are occasionally to be met with; and some of the periodical 
rivers of Namaqualand and the Cis-'Gariepime plateaux, in which 


water seldom flows, may be traced in their winding courses by the 


‘mimosa and camel-thorn trees that thinly line their banks The 


parched and arid plains of a large portion of the northern division 
of the British colony support sheep on the thin sprinkling of grass 
and ice-plants which covers them; and undoubtedly iis abjasn and 
the camel might here be introduced with advantage both to com- 
merce and the highest interests of the native tribes. In fact, how- 
ever barren and quasi-desert the different sections of the "Gariepine 
Basin may be, there are none which do not support countless hosts 
of wild animals fitted by Providence for dwelling in droughty 

=s eee : — ‘ 


® Rev, Henry Tindall's ‘Lectures on Namaqualand,” Cape Town, 1656. 
Mr. Moffat's description of the winds and torms sof Central South Africa is so 
striking that we cannot help giving it entire from p. 68 of his work :— 

“'Powards the end of the windy season the cattle snuff the green grass from 
the tropical regions. Their instinctive powers catch the scent of the green 
herbage. When this is the case, there is reason to hope that clouds will soon 
make their appearance from the opposite quarter. These winds | have learned 
from inquiry come from within the tropics, where rain has fallen and the cool 
air thereby produced rushes southward over the plains, filling up the space caused 
by the rarefaction of the air, bag Bre approach of the sun to the tropic of 

i m. The more boisterous winds ore, the more reason we have to 
expect rain. They cannot extend to any great height, as the thunder-clouds 
which follow, and which often commence with a smal cloud in the opposite 
direction, increasing into mountains of snow, with a tinge of yellow, pursue an 
opposite course. These are preceded by a dead stillness, which continues till the 
tornado bursts upon us with awful violence, and the clouds bave discharged their 
watery treasures. In such a case, there are almost always two strata of clouds 
i pe! moving in opposite directions, The higher mountain-like masses, 

ath their edges exactly defined, going one , while the feelers, or loose, 
misty vapours beneath, convulsed and rolling im fearful velocity, are going 
a th while rd Cat of thunder are such as to make the very carth tremble, 

. ing descriptions, one kind passin from cloud to cloud. This 
is seldom accompanied with any rain, Another ku the forked, which may 
be seen passing through a ¢l and striking the earth; this is considered the 
most dangerous. The most common, not always accompanied by rain, is what 
we ore in the habit of calling stream oF ages ee lpr appears to rise 
from the earth in figures of various shapes, crooked, mg and oblique, and 
sometimes like a waterspout at sea; it continues several seconds, while the 
observer can distinctly see it dissol¥e in pieces like a broken chain. The perpetual 
roar of awful thunder on these occasions may be conceived when twenty or more 
of these flashes mity ‘be comsted oe ns off The lightning may also be seen 

ding upwards through the dense mass of vapour, and branching out like the 
im bs of a naked tree in bine sky above = In such storms, the rain frequently 
falls in torrents, and runs off Mae ii vet ne v | 
sandy plains, more than six } deep. These storms are frequently very 


destructive.” ® 
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countries; and the presence, wherever water can be found, of the 
wandering Bushman and Molala (poor Mochuana), the lean Moka- 
lihari, the stupid Koranna, and avaricious Namaqua, who make 
up the sum of the desert’s human imbhabitants, testifies that the 

eat market of the world must derive some commodities even from 
its least inviting districts. Water, however, in the shape of a foun- 
tain (sometimes hot in Namaqualand), a sucking-place or subter- 
raneous expanse of wet sand, generally in the bed of a periodical 
or dried-up river, or a shallow desert pool (v/ey), is an absolute 
necessity to the small communities which war, poverty, or choice, 
has led to the wilderness. 

In those countries, generally remote from the sea, where the 
average rainfall is but a few inches in the course of a year, the 
diminution of an inch or two is felt with very much greater inten- 
sity than in those favoured lands where the rainfall is more 
abundant. In arid countries similar to the lands now under con- 
sideration, the revolution of the weather in cycles of years is also 
much more marked than elsewhere. It Showa therefore, that 
meteorologists find in such countries a sphere for their observations 
of the greatest interest and importance as connected with the 
phenomena of drought. In Britain, happily, a dry season conveys 
only an inadequate idea of drought; but in South Africa extreme 
droughts sometimes continue for whole years together, reducing 
the natives to the direst misery, depriving them of their scanty 
harvests, destroying their herds, and icihe them from their homes 
to wander in search of subsistence. 

During the year 1862, an une je and very widely-extended 
drought prevailed throughout the Cape Colony, and made itself 
felt far into the tropical regions in the neighbourhood even of the 
Great Lakes. It was very severely felt in the Lesuto, which is a 
territory generally blessed with abundant rains at stated periods 
In this portion of the country, by the month of November, no 
traces ph eetethiion remained, the vast grass plains becoming mere 
sandy deserts from the excessive heat that prevailed. The clouds 
which overcast the heavens, apparently laden with fertilising 
treasifre, if they would but tot with it, seemed to mock at the 
hopes of the inhabitants. They passed away with the wind which 
bore on its wings thousands of tons of dry dust, gathered on its 
sweep over the parched ground for miles and miles; and which 
went on gathering and still gathering over mountains and a 
until it reached the South Atlantic and Indian Oceans, blasting 
and destroying vegetation on its way. The largest streams, too, 
ceased tu flow. ‘The cattle died by thousands, and famine began 
to appear throughout the land. ,Scarcely any crops could be got 
into the ground. Lhe sun scorched the earth with its fire, and 
the rain-makers, whose assumed power over the elements had been 
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nearly overthrown by the advance of Christianity and civilisation 
into these regions, again attempted to re-establish their waning 
authority, “The mighty Orange River could be stepped across by 
a child, and in its upper part at last ran dry, exposing in its bed, 
near Hope Town, the remains of a waggon which had been lost in 
a sudden flood while crossing the river some waiek years before. 
At last, when articles of food had risen to extremely high figures, 
breadstuffs being higher in price than during the Kafr war, and 
cabbages selling at the rate of a penny the leaf at Colesberg, the 
heavens, whose inexorable serenity bad lasted more than a year, 
were covered with clouds and drops of rain were heard to fall 
upon the parched ground, soon to be saturated with delightful 
showers. Although late in the season, the people were enabled to 
sow a little corn, and by degrees the visitation passed away, leaving 
behind it the remembrance of a dark dismal dispensation during 
the continuance of which men’s hearts failed them for fear, thou- 
sands losing more than half their substance, and multitudes looking 
forward to absolute ruin and starvation. | 

The naive description which Dr. Livingstone gives of the 
terrible drought that interrupted his initiatory labours as a 
Christian missionary when he established himself on the Kolobeng 
River, in the Bakwain territory, will be in the memory of most 
‘cade How, for the space of two years, not more than 10 
inches of ard fell em the okY, till at last the river itself, a 
tributary of the fever-breedis impopo, ran quite dry. How 
the fishy inhabitants of the stieka deserted by the limpict waters, 
were killed in such immense quantities that hyenas from the 
whole country collected to the feast, and were unable to finish 
the putrefying carcases. Three years of He yet seasons had 
passed away, and during a fourth the fall of rain was still in- 
sufficient to bring the grain to maturity. Nothing could be more 
trying to the patience and endurance of the poor missionary. 
Deeper and deeper still the holes were made into the moist sand- 
patches in the bed of the river, in the hope of getting a little 
water to keep the fruit-trees alive for better times, but in vain. 
Needles lying out of doors for months did not rust, and a nfixture 
of sulphuric acid and water used in a galvanic battery parted with 
all its water to the air, instead of imbibing more from it, as it 
would have done in a moister climate. Upon vegetation the effect 
was peculiar, for while the leaves of indigenous trees were droopi rg, 
soft, and shrivelled, they were not dead ; and the leaves of the 
mimosa were closed for repose, not only at night, as is usually the 
case, but at midday also, as if they required a double season of 
rest during the absence of rain. | ‘Notwithstanding many lowerin 
clouds, the rain would not fall, and it was distressing to the al at 
of the good doctor to witness the earnestness with which deputa- 
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tions of heathen counsellors would entreat him to allow the 
Christian chief Sechelé, formerly a noted rain-doctor to make a 
few showers only for this once: again and again the clouds col- 
lected promisingly overbead, and rollinge thunder seemed to portend 
refreshing showers; but next morning the sun would rise in a 
clear cloudless sky, without a drop of moisture.* 

In such a country, afflicted at intervals with droughts of so 
devastating a character, the value of water can scarcely be too 
highly estimated by the inhabitants, nor ought any difficulty which 
can by possibility be surmounted, prevent the setting on foot of a 
feasible plan to alleviate the aridity that characterises the sterile 
parts of the Orange River Basin. 

According to the latest geological observations on the neigt 
bourhood of the: Kiriman, there is no perennial fountain in that 
part which does not come from bessbach tis quartzose trap that 
constitutes the filling up of the ancient valley, the igneous rock 
resting on silurian schists, from the surface of which the water 
appears to rise. We may remark by the way that this associa- 
tion of rocks is favourable, if we may rely on the dicta of expe- 
rienced observers (teste Sir Roderick I. Murchieon), to the pro- 
bability of the existence of gold. But confining oureelves strictly 
to our subject, let us notice a few facts in connexion with the 
most accurately described fountain in South Africa, that called 
be on ae which gives rise to the river Kdriman. 

This remarkable spring issues from caverns in a little hill 
which is composed of blue and grey limestone mixed with con- 
siderable quantities of flint, but not in nodules, as found in beds of 
chalk. From the appearance of the caves and the irregularity of 
the strata, one might be led to suppose they have been the results 
of internal convulsions. The water, which 1s pure and wholesome, 
is rather calcareous. It is evident that its source must be at a 
very great distance, as all the rains which fall on the hills and 
plams for 40 miles round, in one year, could not possibly supply 
such a stream for one month. Although there are no sandstone 
formations nearer than 30 miles, great quantities of exceedingly 
fine sand come from it, and silicious particles appear to boil up 
_ out of the smaller springs in front of the larger, and are found in 
deposit in the bed of the river for miles distant—a proof this of 
the subterraneous passage of the water from the sides of the 
elevated basin to the centre, and a strong argument in favour of 
the probability of the success of artesian wells, if attempted. 
Large, however, as is the body of water rising from the Kuruman 
fountain at ita origin, like so many others in South Africa, it is 
largest at its source; and afer running a course of 10 miles, 
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becomes evaporated in its bed to the north-west of the settle- 
Tent. 

From the thick deposits of tufa visible on the stems of plants, 
and elsewhere near autatae the supply of water must in former 
times have been much greater than at present; and next to the 
occurrence of ancient river-beds and watercourses in the desert, 

rhaps the most conclusive proof of the former well-watered con- 
Hition of Bechuana-land is to be found in the numerous eyes of 
fountains partially filled up with sand, rushes, and tufa, which are 
to be met with in the neighbourhood of the Kurtiman River and 
elsewhere, Many of these old fountains, by means of long and 
deep canals made by the Dutch boers from lower levels up to spots 
that indicate the former presence of water, have been resuscitated 
and now form permanent streams of great value for irrigation 
purposes. From the occurrence also of voluminous fountains like 
the Kurtiman at an immense distance from the sources of water- 
supply, as well as from the fact of the rising of water from the 
surface of the silurian schists, which constitute the bottom rocks 
of the South African central valley, it is pretty certain that the 
supplies of fluid under consideration flow beneath the plains, from 
the well-watered table-headed mountains of the eastern ranges, in 
the same way that the waters of the Algerian Sihdra flow beneath 
the surface of the soil from the mountains of the Atlas chain, and 
reappear m the noted Bahr-taht-el-erd or underground sea of the 
sai of Tuggurt. There are no fountains in that part of Algeria, 

t the inhabitants dig through several layers of sand and gravel 
till they reach a flaky stone-like slate, known always to be above 
the Bahr, This layer is easily broken through, and the water 
thereupon rushes up so quickly that the man who digs through it 
is sometimes drowned.* 

Made aware of these facts, the French Government some years 

conceived the idea of forming a chain of stations across the 
Sihird, or a portion of it, from the Tell to Senegambia, each 
station to be provided with an artesian well.t 

In 1856 French engineers dug a well of this character at 
Zamerna in the Oned-Ris. After 40 days’ labour, at the depth of 
60 metres, a supply of water yielding 4500 litres per minute was 
struck, which so surprised the Mogrebbin Arabs that they orga- 
nised a grand festival in honour of the fountain. In the oasis of 
Sidi- ed, the formerly extensive verdure was perenne and 


with it, the supply from the spring, when the Frenc sappers con- 
structed a deep well yielding 4300 litres per minute. At the 
sight of this abundance of water, the tribe was beside itself for 


* Morell's * Algeria," pp. 22nd 249, . | 
* Revue de Paris, Apr. 24, 1845; ‘ Chambers’s Journal,*vol. iv. p. 92 : Davies's 
* Algiers in 1857"; * Année Scientifique,’ 1863; Almanach des bons Con s,” 1864. 
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joy, and the old sheikh, falling on his knees, is said to have thanked 
God for sending the French to be the means of restoring the oasis 
to the possession of the tribe, During the last five years, fifty 
wells have been pierced in the Algerian Sahara, yielding 36,766 
litres of the Getihae element per minute; an amount of water 
equal to the flow of several rivers. Notwithstanding this pleasing 
success, which has been followed by the settlement in vil ges of 
several hitherto nomadic tribes, and the here}. is palm-groves, 
it is matter of grave doubt whether the whole chain can be suc- 
cessfully furmed to the Senegal. 

Sublime vissionaries have not hesitated to assure us of the 

ssibility of reclaiming even the Sahari, while more sober intel- 
ects have cooll argued the soundness and practicability of their 
bold theories ; hut if the digging of deep sls in the Great Desert 
should be followed by the growth of date and doum palms, the 
French have already taken a first and most energetic step towards 
the accomplishment of its reclamation; and reasoning from 
analogy, there can be but little doubt that if artesian wells have 
been found successful in the Algerian Sihari, they may also be 
practicable in the Lesuto, or the Bechuana country. The time 
may be nigher than we anticipate when the advance of railroads 
from the ports towards the interior, the increased civilization of 
the aboriginal tribes, and the gradual development of commerce 
may occasion the experiment to be tried as to whether deep wells 
miy or may not aflord perennial supplies of fluid, from subter- 
raneous reservoirs of water beneath the central plains of South 
Africa; those supplies being derived from the gravitation of the 
rains from the mouutains towards the centre. 

IT. But in the second place, if the ancient condition of the 
"Gariepine Basin were more fertile than at present—and of this we 
think pias can be no reasonable doubt—zs there any cause, besides 
the inferior position of’ the country and the natural aridity of the 
soil, which occasions the advance of drought? -WE ASSERT THAT 
THERE 18, and that the effects of that originating cause are con- 
trollable, and indeed to a large extent preventable. 

The human inhabitants themselves are a prime cause of the 
disaster, to account for which we find only partial reasons in the 
central position and physical characteristics of these regions. THE 
NATIVES HAVE FOR AGES BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO BURN THE 
PLAINS AND TO DESTROY THE TIMBER AND ANCIENT FORESTS. 
The Bechuana, especially the Batlapi and neighbouring tribes, are 
a nation of forest-levellers, cutting down every species of timber 
without regard to scenery or ecgnomy. ‘The large traps or hopos, 
into which wild animals are driven for slaughter, must consume 
large quantities of trees in their construction, if we consider their 
immense size and the width of the avenues leading to them. Fuel, 
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implements of war, husbandry, &c., make away with a large 
quantity of wood. LD)welling-houses too are chiefly composed of 
small timber instead of stone, and their fences of branches and 
shrubs, ‘Thus, when a site for a town is fixed upon, the first con- 
sideration is-to be as near a thicket as possible, the whole of which 
is presently levelled, leaving only a few trees, one in each great 
man’s fold, to afford shelter from the heat. The ground to be 
occupied for cultivation is the next object of attention, and the 
large trees being too hard for their native iron axes, they burn 
them down by nig oa up a fire atthe root. ‘These supply them 
with branches for fences, while the sparrows, £0 destructive to their 
grain, are deprived of an asylum, ‘The fences, as well a®those in 
the towns, require constant repairs; indeed the former must be 
renewed every year, and, rather than gather or quarry stones to 
raise a substantial fence, a man will take a forked stick, a thong, 
and hig axe, and occupy nearly a whole day in bringing from a 
cheepiald. bundle of the ees fed to fill up a gap in his cattle or 
sheepfold. 

By this means, the country fur many miles around becomes 
entirely cleared of timber, while in the more sequestered spots, 
where they have their outposts, the same work of dence oes 
on. Thus of whole forests, where the giraffe and elephant were 
formerly wont to seek their daily food, nothing is now left but a 
few stumps of camel-thorn which bear a silent testimony to the 
wastefulness of the Bechuana, In some parts of the country, the 
remains of ancient forests of wild olive-trees (Olea similis), and of 
the camel-thorn (Acacia giraffe), are still to be met with ; but when 
these are levelled in the proximity of a Bechuana village, no 
young trees spring up to take their place* When the natives 
migrate from a district, which may be after only a few years, the 
minor sorts of acacia soon grow, but the acacia giraffe requires an 
age to become a tree, and many ages must elapse before it can 
attain the dimensions of its predecessors. 

The natives of many tribes, even the Bakalahari of the desert 
have also the custom of annually getting rid of the tall dry grass 
by fire, which on some occasions destroys shrubs and trees to the 
very summit of the mountains, and must tend very much to 
produce an altered meteorological condition of the atmosphere, as 
well as to occasion that desolate and solitary aspect of the country, 
which European travellers speak of so deprecatingly. In Nama- 
qualand the field (ref) is seldom burnt, the fierce-and powerful 
sun seeming to perform that office for the natives, and destroying, 
in a dry summer, an immense proportion of the young shrubs and 
trees which spring up in a wet ofte; the effect of drought in this 
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instance becoming in its turn an auxiliary cause of drought; but 
there are vast remions in the basin of the Orange, and in the Cape 
Colony itself, bare of timber and bush, not only from the aridity 
of the soil, but from the pertinacity with which the natives and 
even colonists of European descent, adhere to the practice of pro- 
ducing an annual conflagration in winter, in order that the flocks 
may find an abundance of pasturage as soon as the spring ects in. 
In these bare regions, trees are hardly ever to be found, except on 
the banks of rivers or in high mountain-passes, as the fire pene- 
trates into all the kloofs or ravines where the most luxuriant 
ie eae is found, and destroys it. 

t appears certain that the farther we proceed westward from the 
mountains of Natal and Kaffirland, the less becomes the amount 
of rain bestowed by the clouds. The more denuded of trees and 
brushwood, and the more arid the land becomes, the smaller the 
supply of water from the atmosphere. The greater the extent of 
heated surface over which the partially exhausted clouds have to 
pass, the more rarefied the vapour contained in them necessarily 
becomes, and the higher the position which the clouds themselves 
assume in the atmosphere under the influence of the radiating 
caloric ; consequently the emaller the chance of the descent of any 
rain on the thirsty soil beneath. And the more the short-sighted 
colonists and ignorant natives burn the grass and timber, the wider 
the area of heated surface is made ; the further the droughty region 
extends, the smaller become the fountain supplies, and the more 
attenuated the streams, till they finally evaporate and disappear 
altogether, Thus the evil advances in an increasing ratio, and, 
unless checked, must advance, and will finally end in the depopula- 
tion and entire abandonment of many spots once thickly peopled, 
fertile, and productive. 

In the case of the fountaina at Griqua Town, referred to at the 
commencement, as having formerly poured forth an abundant 
#u ply of water, the accidental destruction of whole plains of the 
wild olive-tree by fire near the town, and the removal of the shrubs 
on the neighbouring heights, are known to have preceded the 
diminution of rain, and subsequent diminution of the springs, the 
subterraneous caverns which acted as reservoirs in the bowels of 
the earth ceasing to be supplied from the clouds. There can be 
no question that, hitherto, vegetation, like animal life, has, in South 
- Africa, been wastefully and ignorantly destroyed, in direct viola- 
tion of physical laws, which ean never be broken with impunity ; 
and if we compare what is now taking place there with what has 
transpired in other arid countries, our conviction must deepen that 
it is not so inuch to the waywasdness of nature as to the wilfulness 
oF man that we must assign the recent extension of the Kaélihari 
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that in many temperate countries, and even in some cold ones, the 
felling of forests has been attended by a greater or leas diminution 
of moisture, and an alteration of the climatic conditions. ‘This has 
been the case in the Canadian settlements and the Eastern States 
of the North American Union, which, since being won from the 
primeval forest, have markedly improved in general salubrity 
and meteorolugical condition.* Moreover, the general climate of 
Europe has undoubtedly undergone a great change since the 
destruction of the great belt of forest that, in the days of the ol 
Romans, occupied its central portions. Not only has the climate 
of the old world become increasingly dry, but it has become 
warmer, the severe winters and heavy frosts described by ancient 
classical writers t being now almost unknown in the Sonth of 
Europe. In these cases the felling of timber, because productive 
of the removal of dank veretation and unwholesome moisture, has 
operated to the improvement of the soil, increasing its producing 
capabilities, and oceasioning it to be better fitted for the residence 
of man, The general character of ancient Europe, both insular 
and continental, whilst yet unreclaimed and ove | with foresta, 
would naturally be more humid, and consequent y colder. When 
cultivation and a vast increase of population occasioned the removal 
of the timber, the Baer of the Danube and Tiber would gra- 
dually become matter of history, and heavy frosts in Greece and 
gai cause of wonder. | 

While the climate of our quarter of the globe has thus, we 
repeat, been ameliorated by the removal of the superabundance of 
wood, on the other hand, in the steppes of Southern Russia, in 
Northern Africa, in some parts of Italy, Greece, European Turkey, 
and Persia, many a bare tract exists which owes its origin to 
the folly or neglect of rulers or subjects, who have removed, to the 
extent of absolute extermination, those natural protectors of 
humidity—the trees—and have thus turned fruitful gardens into 
A waste, 

In Greece and Asia Minor the traveller finds the reality fall far 
short of the description of the scenery given by the celebrated 
writers of olden time. The mighty streams so magmiloquently 
described in the poems of antiquity, are found to be mere rivulets 
comp: with the grandiose accounts of the old epics. The 
sparkling cascades and fountains which, in enchanting the eye, also - 
eatnited the verse of the classic writers, have disap d under 
the powerful influences exerted by ages of war, misrule, and 
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ression. Districts once covered with rich crops of corn, with 
olive and vineyards, orchards and groves, are at the present time 
mere expanses of sand or barren rocks, or arid flata* The same 
remarks are also true of Syria and Palestine, where the land 
“flowing with milk and honey” has, under the tron heel of the 
obstructive and oppressive Turk, become in many parts a wilderness 
covered with stones and ruins. 

Proceeding still farther to the East, perhaps there is no part of 
the world where evidence accumulates upon us of the evil effects 
resulting from the unwise destruction of timber, than in the more 
arid provinces of Persia, Here, under the ignorant government 
of the Shahs, whole tracts of country, once thickly peopled, well 
watered, fertile, and extensively wooded, are little better than 
barren wastes, over which the traveller may pass and find no sweet 
bubbling fountain at which to quench his thirst, no solitary tree 
spreading its wide branches to produce a welcome shelter ‘for his 
wearied limbs, no village or hostelry to which he can repair for 
ae: Instead of these, he will pass the remains of canals, 
bridges, and ornamental fountains, from which the water has been 
evaporated for centuries; he will encounter ruined houses, fallen 
walls of gardens, deserted villas, ancient churches and mosques, all 
baking in the fiery Persian sun, and testifying to the misrule which 
has so long prevailed here, as in other wretched countries of Asia. 
A late writer in *Chambers's Journal,’ on the subject of the failure 
of springs in the East,t asserts that, as far back as the seventeenth 
century, a Persian nobleman, conversing with a European traveller 
(Tavernier), assured him that within a comparatively few years no 
less than four hundred springs had failed in the small province over 
which he himself ruled; a proof of the fatal consequences of per- 
mitting the destruction of timber for fuel without making provision 
for a fresh growth: for in the ancient days of Persia's greatness, 
before a Mahometan fatalism had begun to exert its baneful influ- 
ence upon the Persians, a very different state of things existed. 
Then groves were planted on eminences; the streams were fringed 
with wood; orchards and pleasure-gardens, famous for their exqui- 
sitely-scented roses, adorned the slopes of the hills; and by careful 
irrigation through a thousand small canals, Industry and ener 
were enabled to gather in abundant harvests of the fruits of the 
earth. With the decadence of the pea power of Islamism, 
however, the prosperity gf Persia, such as it was under the caliphs, 
began to pass away: and rained cities, aqueducts, palaces, and 
temples, standing in the midst of stele We now offer their 
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united testimony to the ignorance and incapacity of Mahometan 
HR our own British colonies of Barbadoes," Jamaica," Penang,t 
and the Mauritius, the felling of forests has also been attended by 
a diminution of rain. In the island of Penang, the removal of 
jungle from the summits of hills by Chinese settlers speedily occa- 
sioned the springs to dry up, and, except during the monsoons, no 
moisture was left in the disforested districts, In the Mauritius it 
has been found necessary to retain all the lands on the crests of the 
hills and mountains in the hands of Government to be devoted to 
forest, the fertility of the lower lands having been found by experi- 
ence to depend upon clothing the hills with wood. 

Many provinces of India—more especially the Punjib and the 
Dokkan,§—mag also be adduced in support of the assertions that 
have been made, the vicinity of hills having become deserted in 
consequence of the failure of spri following the destruction of 
woods: but where the digging of canals has been accompanied by 
the planting of trees along their banks, the departed 
has a again transformed into fertility, | 

In the steppes of Tartary we have abundant proof that physical 
changes of great magnitude, and similar in character to those 
which have been noticed on the » have taken place within 
the historic period. Notwithstanding the present entire absence of 
trees, and the occurrence of a drought which regularly prevails for 
half the year, the beds of numerous rivers that once fertilised the 
country may be traced with the utmost facility to the sources from 
whence the waters originally flowed. In the time of Mithridates 
the Crimean ste pe was famous for its fertility, and teemed with 
inhabitants, of which we have sufficient evidence without referri 1 
to history, in the ruins of numerous towns and cities, and in the 
abundance of tumuli which strew the plains. _Prinee Woronzow, 
an enlightened Russian nobleman, assured the traveller Spencer ¥ 
ab Moffat's ‘South Africa,” on the authority of the * Philosophical Transactions,’ 
vol. ii, 294, 
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Verde Islands having also undergone, have also been visited with in like manner}, 
@ systematic replan under the auspices of English botanists has resulted in 
the restoration of the water, which it is hoped may now prove permanent, proper 
Protection being afforded to vegetation. On the authority of Dr, Daubeny, it 
may also be stated that Lower t, which is usually cited as a country wher 
rain never falls, has lost this character, having experienced of late occasional 
showers of a heavy description in the neighbourhood of Cairo and Alexandria. 
This remarkable change has been coincident with an extensive ogni of trees 
in the neighbourhood of those cities, under the orders of the'late Pa fr 
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that nearly the whole of western Tartary might be rendered a 
fertile and productive country by the adoption of judicious means. 
In his opinion, all that ts wanted to change the entire character of 
the climate is to drain the marshes, dig artesian wells in the plains 
for the purposes of irrigation, and encourage the growth of timber. 
As the soil is generally of a dark loamy colour, and as, moreover, 
wherever the ground has been excavated, the roots of gigantic 
trees have been discovered, testifying to the former well-wooded 
condition of these now absolutely treeless plains, there can be little 
doubt that a paternal government might soon verify the truth of 
this enlightened nobleman’s suppositions by a proper system of 
colonization. . 

In Northern Africa, Egypt and Lybia have witnessed the 
advance of the desert since the decline of the Roman empire; and 
Algeria, sition it has made rapid .strides under its French 
conquerors, is still, in great part, the bome of frogs, from the pre- 
valence of marshes, and a nest of locusts from the barrenness of its 
plains, Algeria can only be rendered as fertile as it ought to be 
on condition that the French cover a third part of its surface with 
wood, and convert its rapid unnavigable rivers exclusively to the 
purposes of irrigation. The blindness of civilised states (who in 
this particular are little better than the uncivilised barbarians 
whose destructive practices we have been decrying), foolishly 
laying the axe to the root of all trees, has been manifested in 

orth as in South Africa: and until the carob, the olive, the cork- 
tree, the mastich, the oak, and the myrtle, are cultivated by the 
side of all waters, the rich harvests which rendered ancient Roman 
Africa the granary of the Imperial City need not be expected. 
Timber-trees, with roots which strike deep into the earth, it is 
worthy of remark, alone thrive here im summer, as they strike 
down to the humid soil under the parched crust; they should 
therefore be extensively encouraged for the shelter of water and of 
crops, since sheltered fields, according to an established fact, yield 
most corn.* 

In this French colony, it must be noted further that the wane 
Kniss, called by Nicholas de Nicolai (1987) the. Savo, used to b 
a large stream, and is now only a thread. It contains, however, 
many dry springs, the drying up having m all probability resulted 
from the stripping of the woods.t 

Nor is the new world without evidence that the burning of 
posiiee and pampas, and the wanton destruction of timber by 

ndian tribes and marauding aa has resulted in a dete- 
rioration of climate. Father Domenech, in his account of the 
Great American Desert, spanking of the celebrated Llano Esta- 


* Morell's * Algeria." + Baron Bande's * Algeria,’ vol. i. pp. 75-81. 
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cado, or Staked Plain, says the prolonged drought, the nature of 
the soil, and the habit that the Indians have of annually setting 
Jire to the prairies, account for its aridity. The country of New 
Mexico, since the invasion of the Spaniards, has become dry, arid, 
and deserted. Many of the Indian populations were sudden! 
deprived of both wood and water. Perpetual droughts follow 
the clearing of the forests. Both rivers and their sources dried up, 
A multitude of streams in Texas and New Mexico have ceased to 
flow—some for centuries, others only within a few years; and their 
banks, formerly gay with verdure, plants, flowers, and trees, now 
disa under heaps of sand, and present everywhere a scene of 
desolation. ti 

On the banks of the Rio Verde, in the new territory of Arizona, 
abound ruins of stone dwellings and fortifications, situated in 
valleys where traces of former cultivation and of small canals for 
irrigation are yet visible. The traditions of the Indians, as under 
similar circumstances in Bechuanaland, point to a time when the 
elevated table-lands around were covered with magnificent and 
fruitful vegetation, But the timber was destroyed, the prairie- 
grasses were burnt off, and the Great Desert thereupon asserted 
its right to consider the newly-devastated lands as portions of its 
own territory, and evaporated the springs and rivers under the 
influence of its desiccating atmosphere." _ 

Turning to South America, Humboldt informs us that the Lake 
of Valencia, in the state of Venezuela, is calculated, being destitute 
of an outlet, to gauge with the greatest nicety the increase or 
diminution of the rivers that pour their waters into it. From 
a careful examination, that accurate observer was convinced, both 
from the form of the surrounding hills, and from the occurrence 
of fresh-water shells in the heart of the country, that a great retro- 
gression of the waters had taken place. No evidence, however, 
exists that any ee miter: a Sins has taken place 
in y recent times, althongh within thirty years precedir 
Humboldt’s visit, the gradual desiccation of this “ead aie had 
excited general attention, ‘This diminution is not to be accounted 
for, our traveller declares, by imagining the existence of subter- 
raneous channels, as some suppose, but by the effects of evaporation, 
increased by the changes operated upon the surface of the country, 
Forests, he says, b “shelter the soil from the direct action of 
the sun, diminish the waste of moisture ; consequently, when they 
are imprudently destroyed, the springs become less abundant, or 
are entirely dried up. ‘Till the midis of the last century, the 
mountains that surround the valleys of Aragua, where the lake is 
situated, were covered with woods, and the plains with thickets 





: Domenech’s ‘Deserts of North America,’ yol, i, p. 380, 
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interspersed with large treea. As cultivation increased, the sylvan 
vegetation suffered ; and, as the evaporation in this district 1s 
excessively powerful, the little rivers were dried up in the lower 
portion of their course during a great part of the year, The land 
that surrounds the lake being quite flat and even, the decrease of 
a few inches in the level of the water exposes a vast extent of 
ground; and as it has retired, the planters have taken possession 
of the new land.* | 

Five-and-twenty years after the visit of Baron Humboldt to 
Venezuela, M. Boussingault relates that, the country being deso- 
lated by the War of Independence, the lake was fuller than formerly, 
owing to the partial return of the land to a state of nature on the 
abandonment of many plantations. Hence, as timber was no longer 
felled to the same extent, rain fell in greater abundance, and the 
lake advanced in consequence. Another lake without an outlet, 
situated in New Granada, supplied Boussingault with a second 
and similar instance of the connexion between the quantity of 
timber and the amount of rain, Here the recession of the waters 
was a matter of general notoriety, and coincident with the dimmu- 
tion had been the clearing of the surrounding forests, to afford 
fuel for the salt-works that exist in the neighbourhood. Nor could 
this have arisen from any change of climate ; for in other places in 
the same neighbourhood, where no clearings have taken place, and 
where pens 9 has continued to be left to nature, the level of 
the lakes has undergone no change from time immemorial. 

It being matter of notoriety in these instances that the removal 
piecemeal of forests, and the burning off of jungle from the 
summits of hills, has occasioned the lends to me dry, and 
the lowlands to lose their springs, it becomes of extreme importance 
to our South African fellow-subjects, that the destruction of the 
arboreal protectors of water should be regarded as a thing to be 
deplored, deprecated, and prevented ; and that public opinion on 
the matter should be educated. At no period more than the 
present, when the effects of the terrible visitation of 1862 have not 
yet ceased to be felt, could the consideration of every topic con- 
nected with the subject of drought and its causes be more appr 
priate. And the establishment of private mercantile underti mes 
at Walfisch Bay, the development of the copper-mines in Little 
Namaqualand, the gradual extension of British emigration to the 

rairies of the Free State and the North generally, the growth of 
British influence in the townships and homesteads of those prairies, 
culminating in the election (1864) of a British subject to the 
Presidency of the Republic, the desire which is increasingly mani- 








: - 
* Macgillivray’s Translation of Humboldt’s Travels, pp. 175 of sey. 
t Danteny's i Lectures on Climate,’ p. 105, hia 
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fested for the re-establishment of British supremacy there, as 
well as the advances made in civilisation by the Griqua and other 
native tribes, all combine to add to the importance of this question, 
not only to the scientific world, but to the colonial authorities at 

Up to the present the efforts made to employ irrigation in 
raising crops have been on the smallest scale, and little or no 
attention has been paid to the planting of trees for the purpose of 
protecting water, save at the Kiirtiman mission-village, where 
a considerable number have been planted by the veteran Moffat. 
Impelled by the best of motives, that of ameliorating the social 
as well as moral condition of the natives, whose tongue he himself 
reduced to grammatical rulea, this gentleman has by precept and 
example been endeavouring to prevent that wholesale and wasteful 
destruction of timber which has prevailed from time immemorial. 
He declares his conviction that in process of time the natives will 
come to understand that trees are the true rain-makers, and to 
believe in the philosophy of encouraging their growth. He does 
not despair, he says, of eventually seeing the whole of the popula- 
tion—some of whom are now commencing the use of stone fences 
and brick houses—so fully satisfied on this point, that they will 
find it for their own interest, as well as conteibutsigs to the beauty 
of the country, to plant trees; more particularly as very few 
others, besides those indigenous to the soil, will grow to any 
extent. 

But we must not stop here. The evil is one of such magnitude, 
and likely to bear so abundant a harvest of misery im the future, 
that the authority of law, wherever practicable, should be mvoked 
in order to institute preventive measures. Not only should fuel 
be economised, but the real interests of the British colonies and 
Dutch republics, for many long years to come, would most cer- 
tainly be consulted by the passage of stringent enactments which 
should in the first place forbid, at any season or under any circum- 
stances whatever, the firing of grass on field or mountain. The 
aheolute necessity which exists for keepmg as large a surface of 
the ground as possible covered with vegetation, in order to screen 
it from the solar rays, and thus to generate colil and humidity, that 
the radiation from the surface may not drive off the moisture of 
the rain-bearing clouds in their season, ought to compel the rigid 
enforcement of such a legal provision. Those colonial acts on this 
subject which are already in existence—for the Colonial Parliament 
at the Cape has found it necessary to pass restrictive measures— 
are not sufficiently stringent to be of much service, inasmuch as 
y aire not entirely prohibitory, permitting the burning of the 
field at certain seasons of the year. 8 

In the second place, provision should be made in connexion 
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with every work of irrigation to keep up at least a fri of trees 
on the banks of Gales rivers, and ot ei T he dase 
of streams with strong works, as in Australia, for the purpose o 
sreserving Water in reservoirs and tanks, would afford a very 
avourable opportunity for introducing into private bills brought 
before provincial Houses of Legislature, clauses insisting upon the 
onarig out of such a provision. Irrigation companies and others 
would also find it to their advantage to cover with such trees as 
are indigenous to the country, or any others which could be grown 
with profit, all hills and elevations unsuitable for pasturage in the 
neighbourhood of their works. In the old slave-times, the Dutch 
farmers were accustomed to plant a great mariy firs, oaks, and 
poplars; but since the emancipation of the Hottentots, the avenues 
and groves have been, and still are, foolishly cut down for timber, 
fuel, &c., and they are seldom fel a On the other hand, the 
sandy desert near Cape Town, called the Cape Flats, is now being 
planted over with trees, shrubs, &c., as an experiment. The result 
so far is encouraging, and renders it worthy of imitation wherever 
practicable. What was formerly a vast sheet of drifting sand 1s 
now covered with vegetation ; and from private information lately 
received, we learn that some parts are being brought into a hig 
state of cultivation. | 

The institution of pépiniéres or nursery-grounds, whence young 
trees could be distributed under the direction of experienced 

‘tical men, would also be a great boon. Considerable attention 
been oped to the flora of South Africa by gentlemen of note in 

the world of natural history; but South African arboriculture. is 
still a field for investigation worthy of oom net would reward 
research. ‘The trees of Namaqualand and Damaraland are prin- 
cipally acacias, and very few attempts have been made to raise 
others there. In the neighbourhood of Cape Town oaks, popl 
and firs flourish, and should be multiplied indefinitely. Notwith- 
standing the excuse of flock-masters, that the pasturage is re- 
quired in the neighbourhood of water for sheep and horned cattle, 
and that attention cannot therefore be paid to tree-planting, it 
becomes obvious that unless as much rocky mountain and hil as 
alse erp the growth of nr eee to a considerable 

sadth of good land, be covered with wood, the present pasturag 
must deteriorate, aud the diminution of water ens Nebel: 
whereas, if attention be now paid to the growth of Australian 
trees, hard wagon-woods, Algerian or other timber-trees, the 
lumber would in the course of years become a source of revenue ; 
while the impediment to the free circulation of air arising from the 
thick foliage, would combige with other causes in condensing 
vapour, and thug add to the water-supply, a fact which is sufh- 
ciently patent in warm climates to be undeniable. 

o 
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Along the Orange River and as we approach the tropic, date- 
nalms and doum-palms might be profitably planted near water. 
The dwarf-palm or palmetto of South Europe, and that of South 
Carolina, ought also to flourish in the opinion of Dr. William 
Harvey,* the Dublin Professor of Botany ; and even the cocoa-nut, 
as a shade-plant, but scarcely in the hope of its fruiting, Some of 
the dwarfer and more leafy Eucalypti of New Holland would also 
serve a purpose. The various native species of Rhus, of Euclea 
and of Royena, may be mentioned as plants well adapted for 
shelter; also the dense-headed acacias, of which several species 
grow about the Orange River, as well as the willow of the 'Gariep. 
Other trees affording timber might doubtless be grown for various 
purposes in the neighbourhood of markets for the wood; but to do 
this advantageously would necessitate a thorough investigation on 
the spot of the capabilities of the region, In point of fact, the 
full consideration of this interesting subject in all its bearings can 
only be pursued in the colony itself under the sanction of colonial 
savans, and no money granted by a years Parliament would 
be better spent than a small sum devoted by authority to the 
investigation of this branch of economic botany. 

In concluding this imperfect glance at a very comprehensive 
subject, we may observe that such is the incurable aridity of many 
portions of the Orange River Basin and its neighbourhood, that 
perennial fountains and permanent pools are not, under any 
circumstances, to be expected. In these districts, Rishasikent 
Namaqualand, and Damaraland—not to include the Desert Proper 
—the want of ent supplies of water condemns to a more or 
less nomadic life the pastoral inhabitants who dwell there; they 
are forced to wander with their flocks and herds im search of 
pasture. Deep wells in places where limestone rocks crop out, as 
at Barmen, Wesleyvale, &c., might possibly supply a considerable 
seen of water, should it ever be worth while to construct them. 
A. considerable proportion of the rainfall might be also arrested 
im the ravines or wadys, But in so. poor a coantyi where clay is 
so rare and sand so abundant, the surface waters drain rapidly off 
into the arid river-beds, and almost immediately ba ok The 
habitability of these districts seems to depend upon the formation 
of pools or lagoons in places where a thin stratum of mud retains 
with more or less completeness the water above it. Sheltered by 
trees and vegetation, such pools might hold out until the next 
rains. Or perhaps the practices in vogue in Australia might be 
efficacious in South Africa, viz., damming the smaller watercourses 





* To ghis gentleman, who is curator of the University Herbarium at Dublin, 
os well os to Mr. Francis Galton, the South Affican traveller, ond to Mr, J. A. 
Sc. John, author of the ‘Manners and Customa of Ancient Greece, &e., we are 
indebted for many important hints and observations, 
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so as to make artificial reservoirs; then encouraging a judicious 
vegetation to check evaporation ; and finally trusting to the 
stamping of the feet of sheep to harden by puddling the surface of 
the land in the neighbourhood of the newly-formed pool.* 





X.—On the Climate of the North Pole, and on Circumpolar 
Exploration. By W. E. Hickson, Esq. 

Read, April 10, 1865. | 
A REVIVAL of interest in Arctic discovery has led me to ask atten- 
tion to some astronomical considerations, relating to the probable 
climate of the North Pole, and, connected with them, to other 
data, bearing upon the question of the direction that should be 
gi iven to any new expedition that may be organised for the Polar 


It has always been popularly supposed that the immediate areas 
of the Poles must be the coldest regions of the globe, because the 
farthest points from the equator. Hence the argument that the higher 
the latitude the greater must be the difficulties and dangers of 
navigation; a belief encouraged by a work of some reputation, the 
* Révolutions de la Mer’ of M. Adin: who, seeking to account 
mathematically for the shifting, in times past, of the bed of the 
ocean, imagined ice to accumulate at the Poles, continuously but 
unequally, in such immense masses as to disturb the earth's centre 
of gravity. It was, perhaps, under the influence of this extreme 
hypothesis that a writer in one of our best weekly periodicals was 
tidaced recently to remark, by way of objection to Capt. Osborn’s 
proposal, that “the hardships and perils of Arctic expeditions have 
only yet been skirted,” and that “new horrors await new explora- 
tion.” : 
Quite an opposite opinion, however, had begun to prevail among 
meteorologists on the publication, in 1817, of the Isothermal System 
of Alexander von Humboldt, which showed that distance from the 
equator is no rule for cold, as the equator is not a parallel of maxi- 
mum heat. The line of maximum heat crosses the Greenwich 
meridian, in Africa, fifteen degrees north of the equator, and rises, 
to the eastward, five de; higher; running along the southern 
ive of the Desert of Sahara. 

n 1821 Sir David Brewster pointed out, m a paper on the 
mean temperature of the globe, thie probability of the thermometer 
being found to range ten degrees higher at the Pole than in some 
outer parts of the Arctic cirgle. No new facts have since been 





* For this last suggestion | am indebted to Mr, Francis Galton, 
VOL. XXXYV. . k. 
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discovered to invalidate this conclusion; many, on the contrary, 
have come to light tending to confirm it;* but much misapprehen- 
sion still exists on the subject, which can only be dispelled by ex- 
plaining the Pole’s solar pees 

The temperature of all places on the earth’s surface (whatever 
may be the state of its centre) are primarily governed by their 
solar aspects; that is to say, by their proximity to or distance from 
the sun, and the relative directness or obliquity of the solar rays. 
Now, at no time of the year is the Pole either the nearest point to 
the sun or the farthest from it. Neither in summer nor winter 
are the solar rays that reach the Pole at noon either so direct or 
so oblique as at other places; the reason being, that the Pole, m- 
stead of being at right angles with the plane of its orbit (called 
the ecliptic) is inclined to it, from the perpendicular, twenty-three 
and a half degrees; the parallelism of which inclination is not affected 
by the earth’s rotatory or diurnal motion. These are elementary 
principles, the application of which should be easy to every one 
who has studied at school “the use of the globes ;" but from their 
importance to the interests of Arctic navigation I must ask per- 
mission to make them clear to general readers by a chagram. 

The diagram represents the midsummer position of the earth, with 
different places upon it, looking towards the sun at noon, on or near 
the game meridian as Vienna ; which is in longitude 1h. 5 m. 31s. £., 
and in latitude 48° 12’ 35” north; that is, north of the equator ;° 
but it will be understood from the diagram, that, in estimating solar 
influence, we have to count our latitude as we reckon that of the 
stars, from the plane of the ecliptic, and not from the equator. At 
midsummer noon, Behring Strait is situated 90° from the plane of 
the ecliptic ; the North Pole 663° ; Spitzbergen (on the polar side) 
56°: Upper Norway 43°; and Vienna 25° of the same plane. We 
should expect, then, to find, what in fact we do find, a lower tem- 
perature in Behring Strait, about the 21st of June, than in Nor- 
way, on the same parallel; and the difference would be greater 
than it is but for the earth’s diurnal motion. Our diagram shows 
noon positions only. At midnight, Behring Strait and Upper 
Norway change places; E and E on the equator doing the same. 
The climate, or mean temperature of all lasts on the face of the 
globe, is governed by this diurnal change of their ecliptic or celestial 
latitude; involving, outside the Aretic circle, an alternation of 
forty-seven degrees, and consequently a maximum and minimum 
of heat every twenty-four hours, ‘Uhe Poles are an exception, 









* Dr. Kane, at first shaken upon this theory by the extreme cold of Rensselaer 
art (nearly at foot of the Great Hompoldt glacier, the largest in the world, 
in lat. 78° 37" north), found, 200 miles farther north, a warmer climate, an iceless 
ocean, of what appeared such, with “the rocks and shore crowded with sea- 
swallows; birds whose habits require open water.” 
a 
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Their day and night, their summer and winter, are dependent 
solely wpon the earth's orbital motion. Whatever, therefore, the 
climate of the Poles, their mean temperature from day to day must 
be more eguable than that of England, or any other country." 

In winter, the earth having gone round to the opposite side of 
the sun, the relations of light and darkness, as shown by the open 
and shaded of our diagram, are reversed ; but not even in 
the depth of winter is the North Pole so far from the sun as are 
many other parts of the globe at midnight. 

_ The fact, however, that the sun is longer absent from the Pole 
in winter than from other parts of the Arctic circle raises the ques- 
tion of whether the Polar winter, towards spring, may not be colder ; 
but if so, the Polar autumn must be in a corresponding degree 





* An important fact; for, althoagh the mean of two temperatures—say 50° and 
20°—is 35°, it is not the same as 8 waiform temperature of 55°. A plant 
that would live at 25°, would die at 20°; aud the human constitution is miost 
tried by sudden changes. ; 
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warmer, from the longer presence of the sun at the Pole when its 
summer has once commenced. At the Pole the sun never sinks 
below the horigon during six months in the year, and never rises 
above it during another six months ; while in the outer parts of the 
Arctic circle, when not near the solstices, there is always more or 
less alternation of day and night within the twenty-four fate 

And this leads me to mark another peculiarity of a Polar 
climate, important to voyagers, that summer at the Pole begins 
and ends nearly three months earlier than in the lower latitudes 
of the same regions; the reason being, that, a few days only after 
the vernal equinox, the sun at the Pole remains constantly above 
the horizon, and, soon after the autumnal equinox, is as constantly 
below it; before, even at Spitebergen, the days and nights have 
begun sensibly to suse and shorten, and while they, there, yet 
remain of nearly equal length. 

We have also to bear in mind that the night of the Pole, which 
begins about the 30th of September, and ends about the 30th of 
March, is rather a pklotiged evening than a night, in the sense 
of absolute darkness. ‘There is always twilight when the sun is 
not more than eighteen degrees below the horizon; and its depres- 
sion, at the Pole, is leas, four months out of the six; while the sun's 
extreme depression on the 21st December is but twenty-three. 
Through a areet part, also, of the Polar night there is nearly ee 
petual moonlight, the moon when at full never setting; and as 
the Arctic moon is often surrounded with halos of beautiful colours, 
while the stars are of great brilliancy, and the skies are irradiated 
besides with the eee en of the aurora borealis, the night of 
the Pole may not only be endurable but even more enna than 
our short days at the same season, obscured by winter os.” 

Related to these facts are the phenomena of the earth’s magnetic 
currents. 

‘As far back as 1683 it was announced by Newton's friend and 
coadjutor, Dr. Halley, that the variations of the needle indicated 
lines converging upon four magnetic poles; two im the northern, 
and two in the southern hemisphere. ‘This statement, long neglected, 
was examined and confirmed at the beginning of the present century, 
by Professor Hansteen, of Christiana, and is now generally held 
to have been verified, and in ek demonstrated, by the discovery, 
in 1831, by Sir John and Sir James Ross, of the exact site of one 
magnetic pole (marked in our diagram with an asterisk) in Felix 
Boothia, lat. 70° w. The ee of science having also esta- 
blished the correlation, or mutual dependence of heat and magnet- 


® Dr. Kane says, “The intense beanty of the Arctic firmament can hardly be 
imagined; it looked close above our heads, With its stars magnified in glory ; 
and the very planets twinkling so much as to baffle the eoleervations of our 
astronomer.” 
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ism, it may now be assumed that the magnetic pole of Boothia 
Felix stands on the parallel where, at sea-level, the influence of 
the sun's rays is at its minimum.* | 

The probability, therefore, of finding greater cold at the North 
Pole than elsewhere seems confined to = ig solitary chance of the 
Pole being covered by a lofty mountain-range, the elevation of 
which would render it a region of glaciers. Against this supposi- 
tion we have, first, the spheroidal theory of the earth being flattened 
at the Poles, and next the fact, that on all sides on which the North 
Pole has been approached there have been found seas. In July, 
1827, Sir Edward Parry stood upon floating ice with 435 miles 
of the Pole; and the ice drifting him southward, proved that there 
was not only sea, but open sea before him, On the 11th of 
August, the ice breaking up under him, he took to his boats, in 
latitude 81° 34’, fifty miles from the nearest land,—HRoss's Islet 
and Little Table Island, on the north-east side of Spitzbergen ; 
before reaching which the thermometer rose to 41° Fabr., and not 
a trace of ice was to be seen in any direction. Could he, then, 
have jumped on board a screw-steamer, it is more probable than 
not that by returning northward he might have reached the Pole 
in three days! | 

The mipceno of steam-power to navigation was then in its 
infancy; but strange it is, that, with the giant means now at our 
command, the value of the lesson then taught should still be over- 
looked. Its importance, even without steam, was long ago pointed 
out by General Sabine, Five-and-twenty years have elapsed since 
a paper of mine gi pardon his views of the Spitzbergen route 
appeared in the * Westminster Review.’ In 1844 the Russian 
Admiral, Von Wrangell, in a letter to General Sabine, repeated 
his own ennviction oan water at the Pole, and expressed his 
belief that it would be possible to follow and reach it by way of 
Spitzbergen. Subsequently, Dr, Petermann has frequently, and 
with great ability, brought the subject forward; but to this da 
no new expedition has left our shores in the direction of Parry's 
ate voyage; the most likely one of all to lead us direct to our 
object ! 

Yet we must surely have now acquired sufficient experience to 
form a shrewd guess at least of the cause of our repeated failures. 

It is not the ice at the Pole, but the ice drifting away from it, 
or circulating round it, in the Polar summer, and blocking up al. 
approaches by narrow seas, that forms the great impediment to 
Arctic navigation. ‘The problem is how to avoid being caught 





. During a three weeks’ sledge-e&pedition alon ; this const, ending March 14, 
1849, Sir Leopold M‘Clintock found the mean fmapecatae 30° below zero of Fabr., 
or 62° below the freezing-point of water, 


? Vol. xxxiv. for Get. 1540, p. 523, . 
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in this drifting ice of the surface currents, and get into the open 
water beyond. We have been attempting, for two hundred years, 
not to solve this problem, but to force a pazsage through an ice 
blockade to the north-west, along the coast of America, or to the 
north-east, along the coast of Asia, with the certainty, acquired 
beforehand, that in the whole stretch of those immense continents 
there is no opening by which the ice can escape. The voyager 
caught in the pack, along either of those coasts, must wait till it 
melts: and when the mass is too great to melt, m a northerly 
latitude, must perish, as the unfortunate crews of the Erebus and 
Terror Hier 1848. | 

There are but two outlets for the ice of the Arctic circle— 
Davis's Strait and the Greenland Seas. Behring Strait may be 
called a third outlet, but there the current sets inward. Davis's 
Strait is a wide channel, but not one-fifth of the breadth of the 
Greenland Seas, in the same parallel. It conducts due north, 
throuch Smith's Sound, to a strait 200 miles in length, which 
Dr. Kane, in the three summers of 1893, 1854, and 1855, and 
Dr. Hayes, aoe ae aaa up with saa ie ice- 
berg, and which Captain Osborn proposes we should again 
explore.” The cheer of this frozen strait, ending in Kennedy's 
Channel, is all that can be desired ; but, with the almost certainty 
of its not being found open, although with open water beyond, to 
reach it we have to creep along a cold and dangerous meridian, 
that of the western or Baffin’s Bay side of Greenland, the glaciers 
of which, not to be crossed by land, are perp tually projecting ice- 
bergs into the sea. The opposite coast of Smit 's Sound may, 
however, it is hoped, offer facilities for reaching the Pole by sledge- 
travelling. 

Soe, with an Admiralty chart before us, or with Mr. Wyld’s 
little map of the Arctic regions in our hands (a third edition of 
which has been opportunely published), let us look at the position 
of Spitzbergen. It is in an ocean of which we were told in 1827, 
“that a ship might have sailed before the midille of August 
almost without touching a piece of ice, a3 high as latitude 82° w. +" T 
and where, if, notwithstanding, our progress northward, in a stout 
vessel, be bafiled by ice, it is by ice that, having 2 ey 
free passage (at the proper season), merely drifts us ack again, 
homeward, and no harm done. | 

A free passage for ice, by an outward current, carrying away 


® Partly in the belief that “ Dr. Rane dep from an Arctic canon by keeping 

on the eastern or lee shore, instead of the western or weather shore -” but in 

Dr, Kane's official report to the Secretary of the United States Navy, be states, 

“ My first design on entering the pack (Aug 1853) was to force a pnssage to the 

Sear but, after reaching latitade 78° 45° north, we founce the ice hugging the 

American shore, and extending in a drifting mms completely across the noel,” 
+ Parry's fourth voygge, last paragraph, 


ei 
c 


and on Circumpolar Exploration. 135 


cold with it, implies, also, a free peers for the warm equatorial 
counter-current of the Gulf-stream ; and thus, from a double cause, 
we get, along the coasts of Norway and Spitzbergen, a much 
higher mean temperature than on any of the meridians, in the 
same parallels of latitude, that cross-the continents of North 
America and Asia. In Upper Norway, fine forest timber is 

owing in latitude 70° n.; while the ice blockaded coasts of 
Hudson's Bay (on the meridian of the Boothia Mag tic Pole) are 
barren of trees and shrubs, as low as 55° 5. In Spitzbergen rain 
falls at Christmas; wild reindeer find subsistence Sbromahoud the 
year on alpine plants and mosses; and there the crews of whalers 
have repeatedly wintered, time out of mind, The great advantage, 
however, of this route is, that, for an attempt by navigation, there 
need be no wintering, except in cases of accident ; for Spitzbergen, 
the south point of which is acceamble all the year round, may 
be reached by steam, from London, in a fortnight, in the eon 
of July; and, with an open sea, a voyage to the Pole and back 
would only be an affair or weeks for a Cunard steamer. The 
distance of the Pole from Greenwich, let it be remembered, is a 
fourth less than that of New York. 

Would it not be well, then, some day when Parliament is sitting, 
for the question to be asked in the House, or, otherwise, for a depu- 
tation to wait on the First Lord of the Admiralty, to inquire whether 
one or two steamers of our magnificent screw fleet, kept im readi- 
ness for war, and cruising occasionally as far as Malta and back 
to prevent their machinery rusting, might not, with advantage to 
the service, make, annually, a summer trip to the Greenland seas ; 
if with no other result than that of familiarising our younger 
officers with navigation in high latitudes. Should the answer be 
in the affirmative, we might then, in the interests of science, 
venture to request an annual report of the direction of all currents, 
new lines of coast, and fixed and floating masses of ice, found im 
the neighbourhood of Spitzbergen ; and for leave to be given the 
officers in corymand to go ahead, should they meet with an open 
channel. | 

For such preliminary vg goat which would soon settle the 
question of the extent of the open water found by Sir Edward 
Parry, and with which might be combined a survey of the north- 
east coast of Greenland, no addition would have to be made 
to the navy estimates, beyond that which might be required for 
establishing at some point of Spitzbergen a epot for coals and 
fresh provisions; and the vessels we send out need not leave port 
before the heats of summer render a northern breeze pleasant. 
With steam-power we have to economise coals, and nothing is to 

» gained but hard knocks (as serious off Spitzbergen as else- 
where) by buffeting with the i#e-floes of spring. We should allow 
’ 
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lars has not generally been done) the sun fully four months 


m the vernal equinox for its work of ice dispersion in Polar 
seas. August is the month for maritime exploration,* and, with 
a week or ten days borrowed from September, would give ample 
time for all that should be attempted on a first voyage. Early 
in October our Arctic steamers should be again in the Thames, 
bringing with them, let us hope (if not this year, the next, or the 
next following), the glorious news that the dream of astronomers 
may yet be realised, and that there exists no practical obstacle to 
the erection of an observatory under Polaris; upon which depends 
the solution of many scientific probleme of the highest interest, 
and the final corrections of all our latitudes and longitudes. 


~ Tt may be useful to add a few words upon the scientific objects 
to be attained by reaching the Pole, as contradistinguished from 
those of Arctic exploration generally. | 

The first object is that of obtaining reliable data fora knowledge 
of the exact figure of the earth ; the importance of which to naviga- 
tion is not well apprehended by the public at large, and may, 
therefore, here call for some brief explanation, = 

Astronomy enables us to determine, approximatively, the relative 
positions of different places on the face of the earth, but not their 
precise distances apart, in feet or yards, nor, when the distances 
are considerable, even in miles, An English mile is a definite 
length of 5280 feet, but the geographical miles and geographical 
degrees of our charts are variable terms, <A geographical mile 
means the sixtieth part of a degree, and a degree is the three 
hundred and sixtieth part of the earth’s circumference; but, owing 
to differences of the earth's curvature, a i which between 
London and Birmingham measures 69 English miles, measures 
694 English miles (north and south) on the Arctic circle, and 
but 68} English miles (north and south) on the equator. A geo- 
graphical mile is 6080 feet at Blackwall (whence that number 
of feet is taken for the length of the Jog mile of ship measure- 
ment), but is only 6040 feet, measuring north or south from the 
equator, and is 6116 feet, north or south, from the «Arctic circle. 

‘Hence a fruitful source of shipwrecks; for, in thick weather, 
when observations of the heavenly bodies cannot be taken (which 
often happens for weeks together), a mariner must work his ship 





‘ © Tima is an essential element in Arctic exploration. Parry left with his 
, ote gai neaaeegydoed Deans (poseable a jpar ml adhaongtle shy soa Relic 
* galling vessels, would have been more t , Spitebergen would be an excellent 

ing-point for a sledge expedition to complete, on the north-east const of 
heme ty the American discoveries ; but, for ice-travellfng, it should leave 
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hy log and compass; and then, to the ordinary dangers of naviga- 
Soon te added the ‘risk arising from his peas of the snack 
number of log miles, or knots, to be passed over on the course he 
is steering before reaching a given point, With the utmost care 
of his dead reckoning,” and from no fault of his own, be may 
find himself some miles nearer a dangerous reef of rocks than 
the position in which he would have placed his ship had he known, 
with precision, the length of his geographical degrees. 

| nomers and geodetic surveyors are now quite at issue as to 
the rules that should be laid down for the guidance of mariners on 
this eubject; especially since the discovery that deflections of the 
plumb-line and spirit-level from local attraction (not general] 
allowed for in taking latitudes and longitudes) are more nal 
and of greater extent, than had been suspected. General T. F, de 
Schubert, a high authority, holds the earth to be “an ellipsoid 
with three unequal axes,” * instead of a spheroid com remedy 5 
part at the Poles, as supposed by Newton. M. O. Struve, the 
astronomer at Pultowa, writes that,} from the effects of local 
attraction, no zenith observations are to be relied upon in the 
neighbourhood of Moscow; and M. de Gumbach, after comparing 
the results of all the geodetic surveys hitherto canted has 
revived the doctrine of Newton's contemporary, the first Cassini, 
that the equatorial axis of the globe is shorter than the Polar, 
and that the earth is not depressed but elongated at the Poles.t 

The data most required for determining this problem are 
measured lengths of degrees from and round one or other of the 
Poles, and measured lengths of degrees, east and west, along the 
equator; where, strange to say, as remarked by M. Le Verrier,§ 
only meridian surveys have yet been undertaken, and where 
M. de Gumbach asserts the true circumference of the globe will 
be found less by 167 miles than the received circumference, com- 
puted by theory. 

The question of the exact figure of the earth involves another of 
equal importance to navigation, belonging to the compass—that of 
the exact direction of the four cardinal points. A mariner is told 
that the needle is subject to a periodie cycle of variations, east 
and west of the true north. But where is the true north? 
A point about 1° 36' from Polaris is called the true north of the 
heavens,—the Celestial Pole. But where, precisely, is its repre- 
sentative on earth,—the Terrestrial Pole? Can any astronomer 





* Astronomical Memoirs for 1961. | | 

+ Communication to the Royal Astronomical Society, at the Meeting of 
loth of April, 1863, . 

t ‘Troe Figure and Dimensions"of the Earth,’ by J. Van Gumbach, 


Hardwicke. 
§ Academy of Sciences, Sept. 1, 1862, 
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give us its bearings and distance from come known headland of the 
Arctic seas within a limit of error of five or ten miles? No; for 
the exact latitudes and longitudes of most places visited in the 
Arctic regions is doubtful. One of the nearest to the Pole, Cay 
Conatitution, is “earre by American hydrographers in latitude 
81° 22' w., and by Mr. Arrowsmith in #0° 56' y.; a difference of 
28 miles! This uncertainty arises from the almost horizontal path 
of the heavenly bodies, as seen in high latitudes; which interferes 
with the simpler methods of astronomical observation. At the 
Pole, for example, the sun at Midsummer sails round and round 
the horizon for nearly a week together at a uniform altitude 
of 23° 28’, plus refraction. It has no culmination, The hour of 
noon might, then, easily be mistaken for that of midnight, and is 
only to be determined approximately, by chronometers. 

Hence, and for other reasons, the discovery of some island or 
continent in which the Pole may be situated (and let us hope it ts 
not in the dominions of Neptune), although no mean achievement, 
will not probably be found so difficult an undertaking as the 
identification of the Pole, when found, to the satisfaction of science. 
Onur first explorers may be able to assure us that they have sailed 
round the Pole, or landed and camped somewhere near it, but this 
is a very different thing from marking out the exact spot which 
ecustitutes the most northerly point of the globe. A geodetic 
surveyor, having to adopt it as his measuring point for all areas of 
meridian, will require to have the Pole so defined by astronomers 
that he shall be enabled to trace out, under their direction, as the 
terrestrial representative of the celestial Pole, a circular area of 
100 feet radius, the centre of which shall be latitude 90° »., and 
the circumference of which shall be one second Jess, or 69° 59' 50" w, 
Before this can be done, a long series of observations, from the 

approximate area first fixed upon, and spread over a year at least, 
- must be completed and compared ; especially for the two solstices 
and the two equinoxes; the reason being that from many different 
causes, some of them not understood, the apparent positions of the 
heavenly bodies always vary somewhat | their calculated 
positions,” and that the full extent and mean of such variations 
have to be allowed for, in all cases of latitudes and longitudes, 
whenever the precision of a second is aimed at. 

Besides the orbital and diurnal motions, observations at the Pole 
would be affected by—1l. Precession; a motion of the earth, and 
perhaps of the whole solar system,f round the Pole of the Ecliptic, » 


* © The Greenwich Observations for 1659 show o range of apparent errors in 
the vertical diameters of the sun, incl for the Nautical Almanac, of nearly 
9”; that is, from ala March 2 to — en Leer tome the 
From changes in the apparent position of the fixed fx - Markelyne and 
Si William Herschel were Jed to conclude that the sun moved in an pe of its 
| 
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at the rate of 50°"2549 annually; complete in 26,868 years; 
changing, therefore, continuously the apparent longitude of the 
stara; but held by most astronomers (some doubting) to be so 
perfectly horizontal as not to affect their latitude. 2. By Nutation, 
an oscillatory movement of two kinds, horizontal and vertical ; the 
horizontal involving a correction for longitudes, and the vertical 
for latitudes,* the extreme range of which is 18" in a eycle of 
nearly 19 years; affecting to that extent, for the same period, the 
obliquity of the ecliptic. 3. By a displacement of the plane of the 
ecliptic (i.e. a change of angle in the direction of the earth’s 
orbital path), affecting its PH more permanently and con- 
tinuously ; and which has diminished the latitude of certain southern 
stars, and augmented that of corresponding northern upwards of 20 
since the days of elk er and Ptolemy.| 4. By the motion of 
the earth's apsides (or changes, laterally, of solar distance) ; planetary 
disturbances varying the eccentricity of the earth's orbit. And 5, 
Possibly, by what Newton called an evagation of the Poles; that 
shifting of the earth’s axial line of rotation which might arise 
from any unequal enlargement or diminution of the earth’s mass, 
by foreign influences ; | in which case the spot we may now fix upon 
as the Pole would not be the Pole of some future century. 

These considerations make it very desirable that if the Pole be 
found accessible, and its climate not too unfavourable, arrange- 
ments should be made for establishing there, for at least some 
years, a permanent station ;§ that the work of Polar identification 
own, carrying the planets with it. This conjecture has been strengthened by the 
observations of Argelander, Otto Struve, ond Hravais. In 1834 the Rev. H. M. 
Grover, of Hitecham Reetory (an able mathematician), pointed out in his ‘ Theory 
of the Sun's Orbit,’ that the sun's proper motion would adequately account for ail 
the phenomena of precession ; the same ideo hos since been advanced by 


* It is now doubted whether this effect should be described strictly as a nufatio, 
or nodding” to and fro of the earth's axis. The apparent oscillation may not 
be in the axis, bat in the ecliptic; and be occasioned by o spiral and epicyclar 
movement of the earth about the plane of its orbit. 

+ ‘En. Brit.” Art. Astronomy, by Thomas Galloway, F.a.s. | 

¢ Tt has been shown, conclusively, that this could hardly result from thy 
elevations and subsidences of voleanie agency, the internal forces of which must 
be governed from the first by the diurnal motion; but o more potent cause of 
possible evagation exists in the unequal action of the sun's ray 6; the effect of 
which is a constant wasting of the earth's solids by their volatilization in some 
parts of the world, while other parts are receiving continual accretions by 


ipitatron, 
i stations in the Arctic seas are required for varions objects, let me, here, 
© offer  enggestion. Our colonies refuse to receive convicts, Russia sends hers 
to Siberia. Why not send ours north, likewise; where their. labour could be 


utilised ? The discovery of coal strata in the Parry Islands bas removed the 


main difficulty; which has not been want of food, but want of fuel. The work 
of excavating coal, in underground gilleries, could be as easily carried on in 
Arctic gerning at Newcastle. A few coaling stations, at intermediate points, to 
be used besides for depts of provisions, and as places of refuge, may one day 
render aoereee British Columbia, at the right teason, eid the Pole and 
Behring Strait, an every-day enterprise. . 
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may be so performed (astronomical commissions of different nations 
taking part in it) that no future question may arise about the place 
of the Pole of our own day, and of its exact bearings, celestial 
and terrestrial. If there be no granite peaks in the neighbourhood 
by which its position could be geodetically defined, the leading 
states of Europe and America would confer an immense boon upon 
posterity by combining to erect there a monument as enduring a3 
the pyramid of Gizeh, from which could be read in the changed 
aspects of the heavens the history of the earth's past and future : 
for it is principally from data to be obtained at the Pole that 
we have to expect an answer to the question geologists have long 
asked of astronomers, “ What is the cause of those changes of 
climates we find recorded in the earth’s crust ?” 7 

We know from fossil remains, the coal formations, and the 

reoes of bones of mammatia freighted annually from Siberian 
seas, that there must once have been a time whe animal and 

table life abounded in Arctic regions; and the recent meltin 
of ice found to have been the tomb of extinct mammoths, would 
seem to indicate that it is approaching again. 

The probability of such a change turns principally upon the 
causes of that displacement of the plane of the ecliptic alluded to, 
which is slowly but progressively diminishing its angle of obliquity. 
Our highest mathematicians hold the uniformity of the earth's 
rotatory motion to involve a perfect parallelism of the earth’s axis; 
but a change of plane in the earth's path affects the earth's solar 
aspects exactly in the same way as a change of direction in the 
earth's axis, with the plane of orbit remaming constant. The 
obliquity of the earth’s path in reference to the plane of the equator 
(or, what is the same thing, the obliquity of the angle made by 
the Pole of the ecliptic and the Pole of the equator), as measured 
by Eratosthenes, 2000 years ago, was 95° §1' 52": it is now 
93° 97' 26": at which rate of diminution the two planes would 
meet in about 100,000 years. The rate is now slower—abhout 
45" in a century; the causes commonly assigned for it (the perigee 
and apogee, or approach to and departure the earth's path of 
other planets) accelerating the diminution at one time, and retard- 
ing, arresting, or aromas ge J it at another. Assuming the 
varying —— of Mars and Jupiter to be the principal cause of 
ecliptic displacement, M. le Verrier has calculated the change of 
obliquity to be confined within a range of 9° 44°; but no one has 
yet been put in Lseetrerat of all the elements required for a solu-® 
tion of this problem, The value, for example, of the aggregate 
mass of the eighty-three planetoida recently discovered has to be 
determined ; and, if we are to acc®pt the doctrine that the sun has 
an orbit of its own, and that its present orbital path is in the 
direction of a star in the constellation Hercules, north and west of 
the plane of the ‘ecliptic (shifting, therefore, more and more to the 
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north-west, in the orbit of every planet, the solar centre of gravita- 
tion), the dynamic consequences of such a movement have to be 
the Eayptia bad a tradition that tt 
‘he Egyptian priests of antiquity had a ition that the 
ecliptic was at one time at sight thee with the plane of the 
equator; an idea to which they may have been led by the dimi- 
nution of obliquity now in progress (observed, perhaps, in their day) ; 
for a ratio of decrease in the present is of course a ratio of Increase 
for the past: and if, in looking backward, we have no rule where 
to stop, we must of course reach at last an angle of 90°; when the 
question arises whether the plane of all orbital paths may not 
revolve as well as oscillate. ‘Vhe varying inclination of the orbits 
of all the heavenly bodies, for which no cause has been assigned, 
is a reason for not considering a complete revolution of their 
lanes impossible, While the plane of the path of Jupiter differs 
from that of the earth but 1° 18' 40", and Mercury but 1° 51' 5", 
Mars departs from it 7° 0’ 8", and Pallas 34° 43' 17". The 
satellites of Uranus revolve in a plane perpendicular to that of 
their primary, and the comet of June, 1861, dropped down upon us 
from the circumpolar stars at an angle of 5° 53. 

As the change of seasons depends upon the obliquity of the 
ecliptic, and the extent of that change upon the degree of obli- 
quity, the evidence offered by geology of the temperate regions 
of the globe having been subject to extreme alternations of heat 
and cold, supports the conclusion that our own orbital path must 
at some period have formed a much wider angle with the plane of 
the equator than at present. An angle of 90° represents (ceteris 
paribus) the maximum of possible alternation ; an angle of 45° the 
mean of ible alternation; 23° 28' the present alternation ; 
which angle, reduced to nil, leads us to eager a or zero of 

ible change, in equable temperatures throughout the year. 

are ecliptic at rij ht angles with the plane of the pee would 
bring the sun at the North Pole at Midsummer into the zenith, 
where, remaining throughout the twenty-four hours, it would, by 
its continued action, produce an intensity of heat, over the whole 
Arctic circle, far greater than that now experienced in the Torrid 
Zone. After the autumnal equinox, the gradual cooling of the 
atmosphere, and condensation of aqueous vapours the sun had 
exhaled, would occasion deluging rains, and then overwhelming 
falls of snow; followed, on the approach of the winter solstice, 
(when the sun would sink 90° below the horizon), by a glacial epoch, 

hat would lock up in ice at least one-third of the northern hemi- 
sphere, These che powerfully influencing all atmospheric 
and ocean currents, would necesgarily be accompanied by storms, 
and convulsions of great violence. 

A progressive diminution of obliquity is a tendency towards 

* 
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uite an opposite state of things,—one of a universal calm, free 
rom physical disturbances of any kind. A near approach of the 
two planes would bring about, as in the planet Jupiter,* equal 
days and nights all over the world, throughout the year, with equal 
temperatures; the latter varying only with latitude. From the 
equator to the British Isles there would reign perpetual summer, 
and, farther north, perpetual spring. Winter, in its severer forms, 
would be banished from the globe (the sum at the Poles being 
always on the horizon); and the only winds that would preva 
would be trade winda, blowing constantly from the same quarter. 
It becomes, of course, no student of science to dwell upon such 
eventualities, further than as a tentative process for the iscovery 
and understanding of facts. The point for his attention is that we 
want far more information than we possess of the causes that 
govern the present inclination alike of the earth's orbit and that 
of the earth's axis, both of which (however strong the presumption 
against change of axis), may have a concurrent variation; and 
that the business-like way to obtain the data we desire 1s to establish 
| astronomical and geodetic stations at such extreme points of the 
. earth's circumference as would settle the question of the earth's 
figure, and of its exact angular position in all apparent perturba- 
tions of the heavenly bodies. 








X1.—On the Bayanos River, Isthmus of Panama. By 
LAURENCE OLirHaNT, Esq., Secretary H,G.s. 
Read, April 24, 1865. 

Tue practicability of uniting the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans by 
means of a ship-canal has long occupied the attention not only of 
geographers, but of men of science and of commerce. It is not my 
intention now to recapitulate the various schemes which have been 
set on foot to accomplish so desirable an object, or to enter upon a 
narrative of the different expeditions which have been fitted out at 
great trouble aud expense to explore impossible routes, and to 
return with the same tale of failure, and sometimes of disaster; 
suffice it to say that, from one cause or other, no less than seven 
projects have fallen to the tei and the public seems to have 
abandoned in despair the idea of achieving a work of such incal- 
eulable benefit to the world at large. It may be that they are 
right, and that the enterprise will in point of fact turn out not to 
be feasible ; but this is a conclusion which no one has any right 





* The obliquity of Jupiter is bat 36’; this, however, arises not from any 
divergence of its orbital path, which is nearly on the tame plane as that of the 
earth, but from the greater perpendicalarity of its axis. 
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ch lies off the mouth of the river, and which forms a protection 
small craft. As, in the event of a canal being practicable 
* 
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whatever to assume, considering that the narrowest part of the 
Isthmus of Panama has never yet been crossed, much less explored, 
by any white man. The neck of land which divides the Atlantic 
from that point on the Bayanos Hiver to which the tide of the 
Pacific extends is only fifteen miles across; and however incredible 
it may seem, it is nevertheless true, that no record exists, so far as 
I have been able to discover, to prove that those fifteen miles have 
ever been traversed up to this time. There is, indeed, a report 
that in 1786, when a detachment of Spanish soldiers were garrisoned 
on Mandinga Bay, on the Caribbean Sea, letters were conver 
from Chepo to that point by a negro corporal, escorted by four 
men. Dr. Cullen mentions having seen this man, then 101 years 
old, but we have no record of any Spaniard ever having made the 
same traject. In 1837 Mr. Wheelwright attempted it, but was 
driven back by the Indians; and some years later Mr. Evan 
Hopkins started, with the view of exploring this route, but was 
compelled to abandon it for the same reason. The man who has 
done more to survey this part of the isthmus than any other 
is Colonel Codazzi, of the New Grenada Engineers; but though 
his maps are valuable as giving the altitude of the highest points 
of the Cordillera, the most important feature, so far as a canal is 
concerned, is its test depression; and I have not been able to 
ascertain that either he or any of his subordinates have crossed the 
isthmus at the point where the Atlantic and Pacific most nearly 
approach each other. 

While at Panama I made numerous inquiries with the view of 
satisfying myself on this point; and, finding that this tract of country 
was entirely unknown, | gladly availed myself of the invitation of 
a Frenchman, Spaniard, and a German, who were going to the 
Bayanos River, where et had bought a property which they 

ished to visit. Mr. Gerald Perry, son of our consul at Panama, 
accompanied us on this expedition. I proposed to our companions 
an exploration of this part of the isthmus; but their interest in 
geographical discovery was not sufficiently strong to induce them 
to entertain the idea, and I had neither the time nor the means at 
that moment to organise an independent expedition. I therefore 
determined merely to make a reconnaissance, and be guided by 
circumstances as to the length of time I should spend upon it, 
It is not above thirty miles from Panama to the mouth of the 
. Bayanos River. We left Panama in a small half-decked cutter 

at midnight, and found ourselves at daylight the following = 
vainly striving to force an entrance against a strong head-wind anc 
tide. Finding it hopeless to continue against these adverse influences, 
we dropped anchor under the kee of the small island of Chepillo, 
which lies off the mouth of the river, and which forms a protection 
for small craft. As, in the event of a canal being practicable 
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across the isthmus-at this point, this would be its western entrance, 
the capabilities of the Bayanos River as a port of entry are of the 
Dr. Cullen, who employed himself for some time rejecting 
a ship-eanal across the isthmus from the Gulf of San Miguel, 
states that this route is impracticable, on grounds from which 
I must take leave to discent. The bar at the mouth of the 
Bayanos River he asserte to be dry at low water, the island at 
its entrance an obstruction in the shape of a mere sandbank, and 
the Cordilleras ranging in altitude from 2000 to GO0O feet. 
From personal observation I can state, that at the lowest time of 
the tide, there is 8 feet of water on the bar of the Bayanos River, 
that the island of Chepillo is a low, well-wooded island, a mile 
long and half-a-mile wide, inhabited by several Mestizo families, 
and that the Cordillera in this part of the isthmus nowhere, 
according to Culonel Codazzi’s survey, attains an altitude of more 
than 2625 feet, while im places it is depressed, as far as I could 
judge by the eye, to half that elevation. At low-water sandbanks 
extend on both sides of the river entrance for about two miles 
from the shore, but as there is a clear channel three-quarters of a 
wile wide, aud from 2 to 3 fathoms deep, there is no impediment 
to the navigation when once the bar is crossed. The island is a 
little more than half-a-mile from the point of this sandbank, and 
would probably be available: in forming a future harbour at this 
point. Ashordidg to Admiral Kellett's survey, the tide has a rise 
of 16 feet, which would give about 4 fathoms on the bar at high 
water. All that would then be necessary would be a sheltered 
anchorage for ships while waiting for the tide, and this would seem 
to be rendered practicable by the position of the island of Chepillo; 
but on this pomt I do not feel competent to express a decided 
opinion, Between three and four miles above the mouth, the river 
narrows to: about 200 yarils, still keeping a uniform depth of 
water, The: banks were magnificently wooded. ‘The light green 
mangroves which fringed the water were backed by noble forest- 
trees, inthe! branches of which troops of monkeys joined their 
chattering clamour aoe screaming and i a of flocks of 
gaudy. paroquets,, Gaily we glided up the quick stream, and 
| creeks siiahi déer themselves pe the gloomy woods, and 
ooked- black and: mysterious in: the fading light. We anchored 
for the night between. shores which were flat and apparently 
swampy ; there. were no-signs-of any habitations. On the following 
morning the ¢hores assumed a bolder character, the stream was 
still dark and sluggish, and we left it to ascend its tributary, the 
Mammonie, at a point where it wag about 100 yards broad. The 
influence of the tide extends to Fort ‘Terabley about eight miles 
higher up the river. This was the point I had proposed to visit, 
‘ 
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for it is the extreme outpost of civilization, and was originally built 
by the Spaniards as a frontier post; it is now inhabited only by a 
few Mestizos, and the only man I met who had ever been there 
was Don Pepe Hurtado, ‘ho had described to me at Panama the 
impossibility of going a yard further, on account of the Indians. 
It is from this point that an expedition to Mandinga Bay should 
start; and I was repeatedly assured, both at Panama and at 
Chepo, that the Darien Indians were in the habit of hauling their 
canoes on wooden slides across the Cordillera from the Mandinga 
River, and launching them in the Bayanos. I only give this as a 
current report; but it is one which possesses some significance, as I 
am not aware that any such reports exist with reference to any 
of these varied routes which have been proposed, and in some 
instances actually surveyed. Surely it is a discredit to the 
civilization of the 19th century that the Indians should be said to 
pass with boats from the Pacific to the Atlantic, and that we 
should never have had the curiosity to verify this fact, or to 
explore*the only section of the isthmus of which it could be stated 
with any appearance of truth. My companions, unfortunately, 
insisted upon proceeding in the first instance to Chepo. They then 
proposed to return to the Bayanos and visit their property, and 
then gaye a sort of doubtful promise that, if I very much wished it, 
they would accompany me to Terable. I reluctantly left the main 
stream to turn up the petty tributary, the size of which may be best 
judged from the fact that in canihoss we were obliged to leave 
the cutter for want of water, and betake ourselves to uative Canoes. 
Three of these we appropriated at the first huts we bad seen, and 
in them forced our way for some hours up the rapid current, some- 
times obliged to get out and wade, and pull them after us, and 
always, on account of their rickety character, running the risk of 
al involuntary bath. 

Chepo is situated on a swelling knoll in the broad savannah, 
about three miles from this stream, and contains a population of 
about 1000 Mestizos and negroes. Most of the houses are square 
huts of split cane, with conical thatched roofs. ~The lower spurs 
of the Cordillera extended to this point, so that we could judge of 
the aspect of the chain, and of a very remarkable depression in it, 
certainly not more than ten miles distant, but which had never 
been visited. That such could be the case seemed scarcely 
eredible; yet it was fully accounted for by the reports we reeled 
of the character of the Darien Indians, who, it appears, let these 
outposts of civilization alone, provided their inhabitants keep within 
their own boundaries, but who mercilessly attack any one invading 
the sanctity of their own primevab forests. ‘The idea of any one 
attempting to go beyend three or four miles into the mountains 
from Chepo was treated with derision, and I saw that it would 
be useless, therefore, my going to Terable, 1 shod not have a 
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‘better view of the range there than I had from Chepo, and the 
impossibility of attempting to strike across the isthmus would be 
just as great; moreover, I was quite at the mercy of my com- 
panions for means of transport, and as their movements depended 
on business, I might be obliged to remain a week with them at 
their new hacienda before being able to proceed. Under these 
circumstances I decided, instead of returning to the ae ee River, 
to ride across the country from Chepo to Panama. The result of 
my observation was the conviction that in order to undertake this 
expedition with any chance of success, a very strong armed party, 
consisting of not less than 50 or 60 men, should be organised 
at Terable; or possibly it might be found more practicable to 
start from Mandinga Bay, where a few trading Mestizos are also 
settled, and where the projecting Cape of San Blas secures a 
sheltered anchorage. Unless there are Indian paths which would 
facilitate their transit, the exploring party would have to cut their 
way through the dense forest, and nite not possibly, under the 
most favourable circumstances, hope to accomplish the fifteen miles 
in less than four days. During this time they would be exposed, 
probably, to the incessant attacks of the Indians, whose principal 
implement of warfare consists of the borokero, or blowpipe, through 
which they puff poisoned darts with the most unerring accuracy 


The insidious nature of this weapon, and its immediate and fats ‘ 
effect, has doubtless ety prevented any exploration of this sectio: ‘ 


of the isthmus. Let us hope that the time will come when it will 


- no longer be in the power of a few savages to deprive the civilized 


world of what may prove an incalculable benefit to it, The current 
opinion in Panama is that the Indians know they possess the 
much coveted secret, and that they have eo jealously guarded these 
valleys of the Cordilleras because through them alone could pour 
that tide of commerce aud of civilisation before which they would 
inevitably be swept away. | 
Qur way from Chepo to Panama lay chiefly through open 
savannah country. On the right the wooded range of the Cor- 
dilleras, here depressed to an average altitude of not more than 
1200 or 1500 feet above the sea-level, presented an irregular out- 
line; to the left the country stretched away in gentle undulations 
seaward, the bottoms well a and marshy, the hills covered 
with long waving grass, admirably adapted for grazing purposes ; 
the population is oink: sparse and cntlabede Dire a seven 
hours’ ride we only passed one insignificant village; and not until 
we arrived at the haciendas of Pass El Blanco and San Antonio, 
did we see hundreds of head of cattle Juxuriating in the rich 
pasture. At the latter of these we passed the night, and were off 
again soon after daylight, across a neves-ending succession of 
rassy hills. Sometimes broad belts of timber divided the meadows, 
and fookai fke the wooded banks of a wide river of verdure. 
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Here horses and oxen were to be seen dotting its smooth surface 
as they waded about, showing little more than their backs over the 
grass. At last the evidences of civilisation increased as we 
approached Panama, and after two days’ hard riding we were glad 
to spur our jaded steeds along its narrow streets, 
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XIT.—On the “Specific Gravity, Temperature, and Currents of = 

the Seas passed through during Voyages from England to India, : 

leaving England July Ist, and returning about the middle of April, ~ 
By Henry Toynsee, ¥.8.4.8., and ¥.n.G.s,, Master Mariner. 

Read, May 8, 1865. . 


Tne constant repetition of certain facts, recurring in the same “ 

place at the same time of year, observed on five of these voyages . 

during the last five years, has led me to think that they may be 

interesting to the Royal Geographical Society, as pointing to some 

important conclusions in the physical feography of the sea, | 
‘inst, the specific gravity of the sea seems to average about 

127 in the higher latitudes, both in the North and South At- 

Jantic- and the Rictheen Indian Ocean, and to decrease on ap. 

proaching the Equator; for instance, towards the end of July, in 

16° or 17° w. lat., it ig about 1-026, in 15° w. lat. it is about 1-025, 

and in 8° x. lat. it is 10245, which is the lowest specific gravity 

we get on the outward passage in the Atlantic Oeeans, There can 


be little doubt but that the cause of this decrease is the rain which = 
falls between the north-east and south-east trades; the sun being =< 


far north at this season of the year, the north-east trades only 
extend to about 15° x., and a south-west monsoon js met with 
about 12° x., which turns into the south-east trade in about 4° RH. * 
On our homeward voyage, early in March, the lowest specific gra- 
vity in these latitudes ig 1-028 in about 8° ». lat., the north-east 
trade at that season extending as low as 4° w, lat, 
In the Southern Indian Ocean the mean of five voyages gives 
the specific gravity as follows :— 
30° 6. lat. } Middle of September 
79° =. long. { Temperature 82°. 
20° s. lat. Middle of September .. 4. 1°0257 
82° &. long. J Temperature 70°. 
10° . lat. Endof September... 10249 
_ 80° x. long..§. Temperature 76°5°, 
30° @. lat. t Early in Febria «+ o 1*0258 
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— 
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Specific Gravity. 
«» IQe7I 





44°-e long. | Temperature 76°, 
20° s. lat. EndofJatuary .. .. .. 10246 
. 78° & long? | Temperature 78°. 
10° s. lat. } Middle of Jannary oo oo §«6RRS 
83° m. long. § Temperature 81°. 
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showing thatthe rain whieh falls south of the Line in January and 

February tends to lower the specific gravity of the whole ocean, 

for in September it is 0-0001 to 0-0002 higher than in January. 
In'the Bay of Bengal the mean of five voyages gives :— 


pectic Gravity. 
20 s. lat. Middle of October..° 2... =. 1020 
8° n long. § Temperature 62°, 


aor Ky hat. End of December om =e ae *1-022 
85° £. long. } Temperature 76°. 


This difference may be imputed to the freshes which flow from 
the Ganges, Godavery, and other large rivers in October, as well 
as to the large amount of rain at that season. 

Secondly, I will remark on the temperature of the surface-water, 
whieh I have been in the habit of observing five times a day. 

We passed the Cape Verde Islands towards the end of July 
each voyage, three times to the eastward, and twice to the westward 
of them. In 20° x. lat. the temperature of the sea was 73° to the 
eastward, and 75° to the westward of them. ‘This cooler sea may 
be caused by part of the cold-water current which flows to the 
northward along the western coast of Southern Africa. | 

About the 29th of July, in 8°, lat. we met with a surface 
temperature of about §1°, and the current setting to the eastward ; 
while on the Equator, during the first week in August, we came 
upon a cold current. As it may be useful for reference, T give the 
data extracted from the five logs, which shows the coldest water 
experienced on crossing the Line :— 


| Nl ry 
| ‘ cartent, | lars 
| | I | nate 
Lalitede. | Lougitaie.| Gene ee in Tere Remarks, 
Hoo | 





Date, 




























L860. | o oa i | a Mm! 6 
Aug. | 0 Gy. /27 48. 1-0257 ix. 87 Ww. 87) 75 | 
1861. | , 
ul es | BO qu 1-o 0 w. +g | From 2° =. to 19.5, the: 
July 31 | 0 90x. /20 44 w. 1-026. i. 90 wid) Zara.) From 2° 5. the sea 
Aug. 9 |.1-608.))27) 3wJ-1026 160 wag) 75-4 | r 
eg boriwD | | ¥ | 
Aug.4 [00 OTe) 17 26 w) 10255) /e. 24m. 18) 60°90 | Between 2°. and 1 the 
betwen 1° 36». and ©? 30° 
1864 a it was TH to TiS, 
Auge® | 4087 si) 16 fa wi) 1°02 Sli 29% 2h TH, | Between these beeryations 
re (7). 2]25 8.) 28 OOw.! 1°0255 (6. 72, w, 30) 














It will be seen here that twice in 17° w. the cold water was 
going to the north-east. In 1$64 we came into the cold water 
e 


of the Seitt beticeenEngland and India, 149 


again in 28° w. long., when it was setting to the south-west, 30 
miles in 24 hours. Between these two cold spots the temperature 
was up te 79°. One is naturally led to conclude that this cold 
water comes from the southward, and curves sharp to the westward 
shortly after crossing the Line, in about 17° w. long. The further 
east, the colder the water: once from 1° 30 Ny. lat. to 0° 30 s, lat., 
even down to 70°, making the air quite cool and damp, with a 
slight haze, and this when the south-east trade had set im steadily, 
with blue sky and no rain. | 

On the homeward voyage, when crossing the Line early in 
March, this cold current seldom differs more than two or three 
degrees from the surrounding sea, If we suppose that this cold 
water travels north along the west coast of Africa, it may well be 
colder in August, after a southern winter, than in March, after a 
southern summer. It ia a curious fact that we find water off the 
Cape 8° warmer than this equatorial current. 

Not having been east of the meridian of 17° w. when crossin 
the Line in the Atlantic, I am not able to say how near the coast of 
Africa the cold-water current runs, but as the water on the Agulhas 
Bank and in Table Bay is eold, I suppose it keeps close in to the 
land. Maury's chart of sea-drift, &e., in that invaluable work, his 
‘Sailing Directions,’ leads ns to expect that the sea-water travels 
soul ati the West Coast of Africa. The small black arrows on 
the accompanying chart show the direction in which I think the 
cold current runs. 7 . | ! 

Towson, in his useful pamphlet on ‘ Teebergs in the Southern 
Ocean’ (printed for the Board of ‘Trade and Admiralty), gives a 
chart on which he describes the tracks of icebergs. I have found 
that the tracks of icebergs extend much further to the eastward 
than Towson indicated on his chart. 

His data lead him to suppose that they come toa standstill in 
40° 8. lat. and 15° w. long., and then, after hanging for some time, 
move off to the south-eastward. Now, this is confirmed by our 
having for five voyages passed through a patch. of cold water, some- 
times down to 47°, m about 39° s, lat. and 5° &. long., which is, I 
suppose, the fie in which we come nearest te the curved lines on 
his chart which show the direction of the ice-bearing currents, The 
table (p. 150) gives my observations in this cold spot, and it will 
be noticed that, with one exception, the current was to the south- 
east, as ‘Towson would lead us to expect. : 

_ Again, the water on the Agulhas: Bank and in Table Bay is 
Temarkably cold, showing that its source is not the Mosambique 
current. Lying-at anchor in Table Bay in February (the corre- 
4ponding month to our August}? we found the water down to 51° 
Ba temperatute ag we found at the entrance of the English 

: in March), when the day before we entered the bay in 


- =f 





150 ToYNBEeE on the Specific Gravity, Temperature, &c., 


85° 16' 8 lat, and 22° 54’ © long., it was 70°5°; and four days 
before, in 33° 10's. lat. and 30° 40' £. long., it was 78-3°. Again, 
after running 90 miles due west from Table Bay, the temperature 
of the sea rose 19°. We may naturally conclude that Table Bay 
gets its cold water from this ice-bearing sea, and that the same 
water runs northward along the west coast of Africa, and forms 
the Atlantic equatorial current, and is also one of the causes of the 
dampness from which the West Coast of Africa suffers. No doubt 
the inhabitants of Cape Town are benefited by the cold water of 
Table Bay in several ways; one may leave the town overcome with 
heat, and find the temperature of an English March on board a 
ship at anchor in the bay. They may also thank it for the abun- 
dance of fish which ere had just for the taking. When lying 
there in February of this year, my crew were hauling in Jar 
crawfish almost as quickly as they chose, and the fishermen of the 
place beating about were catching snook ( Tiyrsites Aten) in the 
same profusion, making the whole bay a scene of most picturesque 
and enlivening interest. 

One can scarcely avoid contrasting the climates of Natal and 
Cape Town, ‘The former is said to abound in tropical productions 
which will not grow at all in the latter. No doubt the cause of 
this is that Natal has a current of a temperature of 78° running 
by it all the year round, while Cape Town is surrounded with a 
cushion of cold water down to 51° in the height of summer. 







Date 
ae 3 Seda] ago | in Site cold weaker om ed 
os L 7 Fi ' cold water we hai 
ug. oI 74m 14] 47°2 Boe eter Pirce Sova 
the bea kept cool to 28° Ld 
a and ta’ 3T' kw it 
1661. wabdenly rose 15°, 
Ang. 21 A heavy squall: the sea 8° 
warmer the mext day 
1862. i Ih mn 
ae ee seams 
Paka: oi e % 
ne ot Warmer tha next day, 


184, | 
~ Wind shift! to w, in o 

squall: the sen 13° warmer 
ta 1? Se’ &. long. 





We will now return to the patch of cold water in 39° s. lat. and 
5° E. long., where sharp hail-squalls and unsettled weather prevail. 
From this position we endeavour, to steer east, keeping in about 
40° s, lat., and when in about 17° £. long. we have each voy 
suddenly come into water above 60°. By the time pit to 28 
E. loug. we have our warmest water, sometimes up to 67°; but, the 
_—,- 
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most Pineenen rake of it is, that we pass through streaks of hot 
and cold water, although sailing along in the same latitude. This 
kind of remark is very common in my logs:—9 a.m., long. 
18° 20’ z., surface-water 55°. 3 p.w., surface-water up to 67°. 
‘These fitful changes are quite the order of the day in 40° 8, lat, 
from the meridian of Greenwich to 50° E. long., where we have 
each voyage come into a colder patch of water, sometimes down to 
40°, In the changeable water we have a very high confused sea, 
and in this colder patch frequent hail-squalls, The current. is 

nerally to the eastward, seldom exceeding a mile an hour; 
though once in 24° &. long., whilst passing from water at the tem- 
perature of 66° down to water at 56°, we experienced an easterly 
current of 60 miles in 24 hours. (See foregoing Table). _ 

The streaks of warm water contain all the beautifully-shaped 
and coloured shells and crustaceans which we have found in the 
equatorial regions, whilst the streaks of cold water have a different 
class of inhabitants. The specilic gravity of the cold water is 
about 1-027, ; ’ 

Here is the table extracted from five logs :— 
























Si Hoo, | ere 
1860. | , F o 4 3 | 6 m.| > 
Sept. 14 40°53 «60 OO By) T0227 |e 76 & 25) 44's 


i nit 
wan sta a sna 
1 f on 15th bt wae ata. 
Aug. 31.) 40 09 8,/52 35 n.| 10275 EE. 64) 45°8 | The day before the sea was 
SOS", and the day after 
1862, | | | ghes ig 
Sept. 9 |41 248.) 41 OOF.) 10275 | 55 w. |) 44 After Ing about 






| lies more to the beatward 
1863. , it was down to 44° again 
Ang. 3) | 40 15 5./45 40 £.| 10265 |», 75. 0) 46° | At 8 ra. of the onl 

Big mie Me 75g x. 160 tales farther w., it cad 

| 119% ocd at 6 ro, of the 

Thet, abunt 00mtles farther 


1864, 
Sept. 1 


| ot 2 rw it was lo be. 
In this cohl water we hal 
current of a mile an heor 
bre thee mag weeerell, 


_Mr. Towson quotes the log of Copia Newland, of the Cham- 
pion of the Seas, to prove “ that the thermometer not only indicates 
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the approach towards ice, but also the amount of ice we may expect 
to meet with. In lat, 58° 40's. he passed two icebergs, the tem- 
perature of the water being 44°, and that of the air 42°." Now, 
this passage, in connexion with the above table, shows that we in 
42° 36° 8. lat. and 50° g. long, ‘had water 4°. colder than the 
Champion of the Seas, nearly 1000 miles further. south, and. she 
actually passing two. icebergs at the time. It will. be noticed that 
when in 50°, long, the further south the colder the water, and 
probably ice was very near us. | | 
In giving the data of this cold patch.as extracted fram the logs, 
T would call special attention to the remarks made with each day, 
where it will be that a jump of 18° was made in the tempera- 
ture between the 11th and 12th of September, 1964, and that this 
contest between the hot and cold water caused. such a sea that we 
onee tolled a -top-allant mast ee On September 3rd, 1862, 
the following remark was made:—Sea green and confused; the 
surface-temperature has risen from 5()-5° to 65°3°, and thence the 
confused weather ; wind at one time peht and then a heavy gale ; 
obliged to carry sail to keep abead of the sea.” i 
__ Again, referring to Towson’s chart and pamphlet, he tells us that 
‘about the meridian of Greenwich the ice comes down from 15? w. 
long, and 40° s. lat., travelling in a south-easterly direction + and 
adds, “ I have been unable to determine whether it again changes 
its course to E. by N., or returns’ by a vortical current to the 
neighbourhood of the Horn.” Still, his chart gives a large number 
of icebergs seen about the Marion and Crozet Islands, — Is it not, 
then, reasonable to suppose that the north-easterly course of the 
icebergs which came round the Horn is checked by the immense 
body of warm water which comes down the Mosambique?. ‘This 
warm water, after rushing south-west along the Agulhas Bank, re- 
curves to the éastward, as is proved bythe easterly current which 
we experience in-4(° 8, lat; This is analogous to. the Gulf Stream 
in the northern hemisphere, and is-rio doubt caused partly by the 
decrease in’ the diameters of the parallels of latitude as thi water 
travels south, just reversing the origin. of the easting in our trade 
winds; Again, this: warm water meets the ice-bearing current tra. 
velling to.the. eastward, ‘causes it to conie to a standstill, and. even- 
tually they both go to'the eastward, pressing as it were upon each 
other, one prevailing at one time, and the other: at, another, until 
\ they arrive:in 50° 2. long., where we meet. with the cold pateh. 
Tn this ‘position the. source of -the warm water being left. to the 
westward, the cold current gets the upper hand ; so much so that 
about the middle of September even upto 30° s, lat. we have colder 
water in the Indian Ocean than in‘the same latitude in the Atlantic 
about the middle of August. Now, Septembet isa warmer month 
than August in the southern hemisphere, and generally. the At- 
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lantic is a few degrees colder than the Indian Ocean in the same 
latitude, but not so in this case; for instance :— 

Middle of Angust in 30° +s. lat.and 25° w. long., the surface-water 64°. 

Middle of September in 30° g, lat. and 79° , long., the surince-water 61°, 

It seems, then, most probable that if it were not for the rush of 
warm water from the Indian Ocean down the Mozambique Channel, 
the large mazses of ice which are known to travel to the north- 
eastward, and to come so near the Cape of Good Hope, would 
travel further on the same course, and render the passage round 
that Cape much more dangerous than itis. Further, there seems 
reason to suppose that this ice-bearing current divides into two, 
pee of it supplying the‘remarkably cold water which is found in 

‘able Bay, and then running north, forms an equatorial current of 
so low a temperature as 70°) the other part carrying the ice which 
‘Towson finds crossing the meridian of Greenwich .in a -south- 
easterly direction. This ice is most probably fended, off by the 
euzhion of warm water, and being obliged to work round. its 
southern edge, travels to the north-east again, forming another 
curve east of the Cape of Good Hope, like that which Towson 
gives east of Cape Horn. But thanks to the influence of the warm 
water with which it is in contact, much is wasted away before it 
gets north of the Crozets ; still, ‘Towson gives several icebergs on 
that spot, and I have once met them there myeelf, while the very 
cold water which we adcays find there shows that something of the 
kind must happen. If the ice does inclme to the north after 
dipping to ‘the southward round: the warm water off the Cape, it 
supports ‘Towson’s theory, that there 1s as much ice to be met with 
in lower latitudes as in 51° 8. lat. So that 52° is the best latitude 
to choose as the southern limit for going to Australia. . i 

In considering the subject: of the best track for the outward 

voyage, Mr. Towson remarks on the loss of the Guiding Star, with 
all hands, on a large berg in the part of the sea marked dangerous 
for ice on his chart, and through which: his :composite route runs, 
adding, “ Under these cireumetances [ have: hesitated, whether it 
might not have been desirable to: modify the-outward composite 
track now generally adopted, by delaying to cross the fortieth 
parallel till the longitude of 10° B.as:attaimeds.) 20.0 We do not 
at present feel -ourselves;called upon to’ press this, alteration.” 
Now, I cannot help dhinking that. the alteration: be) hints at. would 
be a very good one, ‘as the winds and currents:in this part, are 
generally favourable, and:there ‘would certaimly be:less risk of run- 
ing upon iee, | | : | ek 
ioRckge leaving this subject, Dwould surrest that as the sca on 
the Aguilas Bank is always Several degrees colder than that to the 
eastward of it, the thermometer is a very good guide to tell a ship 
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AIII.— Notes on two Expeditions up the River Rocuma, East 
Africa, By Joun Kirk, Esq., M.p., F.2.G.5. 
Read, May 8, 1865, 

Asa path by which to trade with the interior, or further to explore 
the unknown regions of Central Africa, none better than the Zam- 
besi is to be found on the eastern side of the continent. For 
although the main river is broken by rapids at a distance of 
300 miles from the coast, its tributary, the Shiré, leads direct to 
the southern end of the Nyassa Lake, from which it flows as a 
navigable river all the way, except one short space, where the 
waters descend from the level of the lake to that of the ocean. 
Alone this inland sea is sufficiently large to be of - rimary im- 
portance in the future progress of the country, ait it derives 
further interest as being one of a chain of great lakes which 
occupy the central regions. 

The only objection to the Zambesi is that its mouth is exclusively 
ir the power of the Portuguese, who prevent other nations from 
ascending, while they themselves pay tribute to each petty negro 
chief on its banks. It was a great object, therefore, with the 
leader of the late Zambesi a wage to discover some” other 

racticable route to the great lake. If another path could be 
found further north and beyond the Portuguse claims, it would in 
the mean time have certain advantages; and as the Rovuma was 
said to come from near the north end of the Nyasea, it was de- 
termined to explore it with a view to ascertain its size and capa- 
bilities, 

The steam-vessel Pioneer was on the coast, at the disposal of 
Dr. Livingstone. She had successfully come round the Cape 
of Good Ho steamed well, but drew 5 feet of water. In her 
we left the Poanbesi and passing among the Comoro Islands, to 
avoid the strong current which sweeps down the Mozambique 
Channel, stood over for the African coast. On the 21st February, 
1561, low coral-islands south of Cape Delgado were seen clothed 
with bush and trees. Some of these islands are peopled, although 
in many water is scarce, While we sailed northward the highlands 
of the continent were distinctly seen as a long range, distant not 
many miles inland, and promising, therefore, a healthier climate 
than is found on the Zambesi, where vast alluvial plains intervene 
between ay is Are oy wir estges ‘ 

ipe Delgado, although not high, isa good landmark, On 
it rise site aie a fort, now rie: Aa teles the nominal 
jurisdiction of the Portuguese. A ling of Pistia, Azolla, and other 
species of waterweed, through which we passed as we entered the bay, 
showed that some large stream poured down its flood from the 
interior, as was also seen in the muddy colour of the water. 
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As we steamed into the bay the mouths of several small creeks 
were passed before the main river opened, showing the first ridge 
or highland through a long vista of mangroves, This sloy 
seemed to be 8 miles off and 200 feet high; in it was a gap, by 
which the river passed to the alluvial plain, While we lay here 
at anchor, so strong was the current setting out that our vessel 
hardly swung to the tide, O/f the Zambesi a heavy surf would 
have lain before us; but herea boat might pass in and out without 
danger, unless during the strong ebb, when the waters of the river, 
pent up by the tide, came out with violence, causing a heavy 
overfall. On either side we had the white sandy beach, backed 
with evergreen shrubs and a dark wall of mangrove, lining the 
Saaleveeke which lie parallel with the coast. 

While some of our party were engaged in wood-cutting, and 
others in mapping, [ wandered along the shore, gleaning first im- 
pressions of the vegetation, which strongly resembled that of the 
Zambesi, except that here, from the proximity of the highlands, 
many plants came to the seacoast, which before I had known only 
in the interior. But even the first search was rewarded by many 
additions to the flora and fauna of Africa, among which a scarlet 
Combfetum and a gay Loranthus were conspicuous at a distance— 
the latter with its flowers forming a drooping terminal spike, 

The loose sand of the coast above tide-mark is here bound 
together by many grasses and sedges, or carpeted with a dense 
mat of Ipomea .pes capre, Canavalea obtusifolia, and Cassytha. 
The crest of this sandy ridge is covered with a bushy vegetation of 
Strychnos spinosa, whose bitter poisonous seeds are imbedded in 
an agreeable acid pulp; Flacourtia bush, whose black plums, when 





fully ripe, are also edible; the scarlet plum, a species of Gar- 
cima, one of the best of African wild fruits, has a habit much like 


the cypress of northern climes; and many others, among which 
the commonest are Oucoba spinosa, Colubrina asiatica, Guilandina 
honduc, Hibiscus tiliaceus, ‘Thespesia popnilnea, Rhus, and Tod- 
dalea—the two last valued by the negroes for the acrid resinous 
juice, which forms a native medicine, 

- Within the sandy ridge and its mantle of evergreen shrubs we 
descend to a mud-flat, covered every tide with water from the 
creeks, which run parallel with the coast. ‘To enable them to 
inhabit this soft saline soil trees have roots specially fitted to 
support them, and seeds to germinate and quickly take root. 
Here begin the dark, gloomy, and damp mangrove-forests, loaded 
with malagia and swarming with mosquitoes, where the sun 
seldom pierces through the leaves above, and a deathlike stillness 
prevails, broken only by the wild scream of some fish-eagle or 
the chatter of the monkey: This mangrove-forest includes trees 
of widely different botanical affinities, but all suited for their 
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peculiar situation, and admirably adapted to consolidate and 
favour the deposit of alluvial matter. ‘To their agency ia due the 
consolidation of the great deltas and rich coastlands of the tropics, 
which would otherwise have been carried off by ocean currents. 

In Rhizophora mucronata, a system of arched elevated roots 
forms a platform above the mud, from the branches others fall 
down to assist in supporting the tree in any direction. This 
species of mangrove forms a tree of no great size, found im soft 
mud near the margin of the creeks; its seeds germimate while on 
the tree, and form a long conical bolt, admirably adapted to 
implant itself in the soft soil, 

Ceriops mossambicensis and Bruguwiera gymnorhiza are others 
of the mangrove tribe, formed to row in harder soil. The 
former isa small tree or bush, the latter a tall straight-stemmed 
tree, yielding excellent timber, and covering vast regions on this 
coast. In its shade nothing grows; but the soft tenacious mud 
beneath is bored with the retreats of many ernstacea. In both 
these’ trees the roots are clustered round the base of the stem a 
little above the ground; they then extend far in a horizontal 
direction, ‘rising im sharp elbows, from which many. rootlets go 
off, to fix them more securely. 

_ Avicennia officinalis, although not of the botanical family of 
mangroves, occupies the softest and most humid places, and is the 
first species to spring up and ocewpy a saline marsh, From a strong 
descending central root many others radiate horizontally at different 
levels beneath ‘the surface, giving up every few inches ascending 
suckers, which rise above the soil for several inches, and without 
becoming ew trees seem to be in some way necessary to the 
geet rrowth. In addition to. the above'there are several others 
which flourish in these regions; as Nylocerpus granatum, whose 
large globular featt'eplieéaineinany seine on falling: its trunk 
18 ored not: by aerial roots or unde nd: shoots, but by 
sinuous deep plates, which wind through the mud. Jnmnitzera, 
Sonneratia, and \Straradiim, are others, the last yields a strong 
bark, from which the natives constrict ‘a coarse cloth, far inferior 
id strength, however, to the \cordage made ‘from Hibiseus tiliaceus, 

“Where! these forests are’ exposed) to’ the air and light; on the 
banks of mre ae river or the confines of the grassy plains, the 
are festooned by climbing-plants; which Fru ni tttpenetrahte heal 
of tangled vewetation, Of these ‘the India-rubber vine, Carpodiaus, 
ig one of the host important! “The juice of this shrab ‘coagu- 
lates mmediately’ on: hemp oremoved, and: forms eaputchoue of 
excellent quality, with little labour. : Dirris wliginosa wields the 
native’ fish-poison. ‘The: stems’ of this, beaten between two sticks, 
a thrown into a creek or pool, when the fish come tothe surface 
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\ Many are the species of Mucuna, with pods clothed with glassy 
little hairs, which enter the skin and cause much annoyance. 
Pharbitis nil clothes the creeks with its gay flowers, which 
continue throughout the year. Within tide-mark the tree-trunks 
are coated with shells, such as Cerithidia and Littornia; and on 
the coast the Cowrie-shell is obtained and shipped off to become 
nioney for those of the west coast and Asia, On the sand there 
are many active Cicindelas; in the bushy vegetation large dragon- 

The pools of water are full of fish and crustacea ; altogether to 
the naturalist, even on the sea-coast, there is a rich field for investi- 
gation, of which as yet we know very little, few zoologists having 
examined the tropical shores of East Africa. 

While we lay at anchor many native vessels passed northwards, 
showing that between the Arab towns and villages a considerable 
trade goes on. Unfortunately much of this is in slaves, for the 
markets of Arabia and Persia—a traffic which now equals that to 
the West Indies, although under the power of the British Govern- 
ment, by which it is tacitly allowed to goon. - : 

On the llth March, 1861, we steamed up the Rovuma in the 
Pioneer, a vessel drawing, as has been said before, 5 feet af water 
—far too large a draught for any African river except the Niger. 
We were accompanied by Captain Oldfield and several . officers of 
H.M.S. Lyra. so miles inland we left the flat maritime, plain 
and entered the valley, with gentle slopes, on either side rising 
200 feet, and leading to what seemed a ase plateau, ‘This beg 
the flood season with rivers south of the» Equator the riv & 
more than half a mile wide, was filled, and. the current powerfal ; 
but although sandbanks existed, no difficulty was found im 
keeping the deep channel, | Already the maritime vegetation of 
mangrove had been left, and a country abounding |i, tim timber 
entered. Conspicuous among the trees were the Cordyla africana, 
Afzelia, Lonchocarpus, and. Dalbergia, all valuable woods ; but 
others of great s'ze, less known to us, now appeared, such. as. the 
Trachylobium, or gum-copal tree, a new Voangueird, or African 
medlar. Here aud there the Borassus flabelliformis raised. its. lofty 
head, showing the singularly dilated: trunk ; but of all) palms’ the 
Hyphaene coriacea, a3 seen here, ia the most singular, Its stem 
dividing many times, and each branch ending: in a ¢rown of fan- 
shaped leaves. Some of these strange trees were: seen to branch 
dichotomously four times and rise to the height of 30 feet, giving 
an effect to the landscape seen) in no other couatryis je) yiii cote 

Sixteen miles from the bay the valley slopes came quite to the 
water's-edge,. ‘Chey were ef quartz~pebbles cemented together 
with sand and @ little calcareous matter, or of a coarse sandstone, 
soft and friable whea moist, hardening under exposure. ‘This rock _ 
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formation, of which the coast table-land chiefly consists, is protiably 
of tertiary date, and continues with the incrustation which lines 
the continent at Mozambique as nummulite limestone, or at the 
Zambesi as calcareous tufa. 

* The further north we go the thicker this bed becomes, until in 
Egypt it forms a mountain mass. When this was deposited the 
i Northern Africa seems to have been depressed, and a 
considerable part of it under the ocean. From the interior and 
southern regions tertiary strata of marie origin seems to be 
absent, and represented by fresh-water lacustrine deposits, 

Here and there a cleared space in the forest or solitary 
hamlet showed the existence of a miserable population; but the 
large amount of bush-country indicates that at no very remote 
time cultivation was far more extensive than now, for even in 
Africa forest-trees are slow of growth, and once cut down, require 
time to be replaced. A gap in the north bank leads to a small 
Jake named ‘“Chidia,” surrounded on all sides by an amphitheatre 
formed out of the plateau. At first we imagined that this might 
lead to the Lindi, or some other stream to the north, and that 
the Rovuma would therefore increase in size as we advanced, for 
even now we began to find difficulty among the sandbanks; but 
the natives assured us that this lake ended not far off, and, as we 
could see, it communicated with the river only by flooding the 
fields, which would soon be dry when the rains ceased. | 

It now became necessary to send the boats out in order to find a 
passage for the vessel, whose progress had become very slow and 
uncertain. But, soon after, we decided to return, as a sufficient 
distance had not been gained to serve as a starting-point from 
which to reach the lake by land, and the panivin hed showed 
themselves far from favourable, and ready, if an opportunity 
offered, to annoy us. fe 

The few hours we remained were occupied on shore collecting 
natural products, which it had been impossible to do while 
steaming rapidly along. The season was favourable for the 
1 a although many of the more delicate herbaceous flowers 

d passed, and given way before the tropical grasses, which were 
now rushing into seed before being dried up and burned, About 
one-third of the plants were unknown on the Zambesi, and many 
proved new to science, A handsome new Tefracera rep ted 
an order known to exist in Western Africa, but hitherto not 
found on the east coast, while a third species was added to a 
small genus hitherto peculiar to the Indian flora; but of African 
ee to which additions may be made from this region, 
the number is immense, and except the mountains of the interior 
there is no part richer than this asa field for » botanist. The 
mautling creepers which clothed the forest-trees indicated a climate 
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perhaps rather more humid than that of the Zambesi; but as we 
were limited to the vicinity of the river, and near the coast, it 
is impossible to draw accurate conclusions in this respect, while the 
thermometer shewed no henge either in temperaturaor humidity. 
Yet it is very probable that rainy season, if not more extended, 
may be here more copious. ‘The valley slopes, where free of trees, 
abounded with grasses of the genera Sefarea, Sorghum and Andro- 
pogon, and on the pools of water floated the white and blue flowers 
of the water-lily, both /otus and sfellaris. 

» Wild Saat of which traces were seen, included the hippopo- 
tamus, elephant, buffalo, water-buck, black buck, bush-buck, and 
smaller antelopes ; also hares, porcupines, baboons, and monkeys. 

The few natives met with were timid, and overawed by half- 
caste Arabs of the coast. On 16th of March the river continued 
falling, and on the 18th we began to descend, but did not reach 
the coast before the 28rd, having been many times fast aground, 
and more indebted to a sudden rise of water than our own exertions 
for getting off ; indeed, had the water continued falling, it may 
be doubted whether the vessel could have been taken down 
without being first lightened of her cargo. 

Ono the 29th, having wooded from the mangrove-forest along- 
side, we left the Rovuma for Johanna, there to take in provisions, 
and assist the missionary party, under Bishop Mackenzie, in settling 
on the Zambesi. 

Remittent fever now broke out as an epidemic, and prostrated 
all who bad not before, by long residence on the Zambesi, become 
accustomed to the exhalations of unhealthy regions; so that while 
erossing to the Comoro Islands the vessel was in the hands of 
those who did not profess acquaintance with navigation, 

‘Quinine, which elsewhere has been so much praised as a safe- 
guard against fever, when taken in small doses daily, has been 

ound by us quite inert, attacks of fever coming on those who have 
never before been exposed while using the prophylactic and under 
its physiological influence. Yet, in the cure, quinine is indis- 
peusable; nor do I think the glass of wine in which it is often 
administered to seamen before going on shore in these parts at 
all without its value; although a cup of hot coffee has always 
seemed to me much better than quinine wine. ‘To keep off fever 
the great essential is that both mind and body should be kept in 
active exercise’; and nothing is a surer sign of a European being 
unfitted for the climate than to see him languid and incapacita 

for action. At first, on landing, everyone must expect an attack, 


which passes off. Yet the climate of East Africa is quite unfit 
for a Luropean Eesdence, beret a limited number of years, for 
soon the health ig underminec | 


The Rovuma was a second time examined by us in boats during 
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the dry season of 1862. While the Pioneer was left at anchor in 
the bay, our two boats, in charge of Dr. Livingstone and myself 
respectively, ascended as far as the rapids, where all further pro- 
On startmg for the voyage our party made an imposing figure, 
being accompanied for two days by Capt. A, Gardoer, of H.MLS. 

Orestes, then in the bay. | 
On first entering the river the first thing to strike us was the 
great change in the volume of water wre da fal Now, instead 
of the deep channel, full from side to side, there was only a narrow 
streamlet, at first confined to the right bank, and at a mile or two 
crossing between banks and shallows. So diffieult, indeed, was the 
navigation, and so bad the passage, that the cutter of the Orestes 
was forced up the first 16 miles with the greatest labour. In order 
to advance a mile it was necessary to cross and recross from bank 
to bank, while the many turnings deprived us in great measure of 
the use of sails, On the afternoon of the 10th we camped on a 
wide sandbank opposite Lake Chidia, and ascended the slope while 
dinner was prepared by the seamen. This was now the driest 
time of year, while the air was intensely hot, and the eky un- 
clouded. The only green trees still in leaf were the Trichilias, 
Afzelias, and Tamuerinds, hung with climbing age 0: ancl 
Curaneas, which lined the river-bank at the foot of the slope. 
Everything beyond was ed, withered, and ready for cba 
y 





the trees leafless, like those of Europe in winter, here caused 
the heat and drought, there by the cold. . It was, therefore, the 
worst time of year for the botanist, as only a few withered cap- 
sules remamec Having reached the summit of the ridge which 
cut off the lake, we descended the opposite slope to the wall of 
papyrus and reeds which lined its banks. On theqrroand passed 
we found many pieces of fossil wood converted into dense silica, such 
as we see in many parts of Africa, from the desert of Suez to the 
Zambesi. The rock was everywhere a loose conglomerate or 
coarse sandstone, and probably of tertiary date. No rocks like 
oe old ee . = Zambos wer here met with. Much of 
e wood through which we 7 was Dalbergia melanorylon, a 
fine Beatiacteatit of ebony, of considerable wise when ends bat 
unfortunately liable to cracks and rotten holes. On these trees 
there hung abundance of the litmus-yielding lichen, or Orchella, 
which is still an article of export by the French. But here we 
met the Tsetse fly (Glossina morsitans), in itself curse enough 
to keep civilisation from a country, for with it neither the horse, 
ox, dog, nor aot ey live, its bite being fatal to all animals useful 
to man, except the ass, goat, and mule; and the only hope yet 
known of clearing a country so infested is in the,extermination 


gunpowder of the elephant and buffalo, on which it depends, yet 
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which in their migrations it does not always follow. The few 
natives inhabiting the few rude huts had nothing to sell beyond a 
few pumpkins and a little honey, for which high prices in cloth 
were demanded. | | 

On the 11th our friends took leave of us, and returned to the 
bay, while our two boats pushed on, determined to follow the 
stream while it remained possible to force the boats along. We had 
already seen enough to convince cope that the Rovuma is of 
no value for trade with the interior. ing the dry season it is not 
navigable to boats, for while we succeeded im urging our own for- 

—— the process could not be called navigation. During flood, 
too, we already knew that the stream could not enable to pass such 
a vessel as the Pioneer. Still, it was an interesting geographical 

blem, and might one day serve as a path for explorers while the 
Zambeai remained closed. 

The main bed of the Rovuma was found to take a very direct 
course, with slopes increasing in height as we advanced, and 
distant one or two miles from the bank. 

On the 14th, while we camped under the shade of a Prosopis 
tree, several natives came to us from a village a little distance off, 
bringing pumpkins and cassava-root. From the prosopis tree the 
best canoes are made, being strong and durable, undergoing much 
rough usage among rocks without damage. | 

On the 15th we had to retrace our course’a little way, having 
got on the wrong side of the banks. In the afternoon of the same 

lay we came to an archipelago of low sand islands, with a few reeds 
in the middle of each; and here the difficulties increased, but our 
crew, which included Zambesi natives, by long trammeg could 
usually distinguish the proper course. 

On the evening on the 16th we came to the first considerable 
settlement of natives met with since entering the river, The huts 
were large, with conical grass-thatched roofs, rounded at the top, 
and well placed under the shade of a dense clump of fine trees, 
half a mile from the water-edge. = 

The river-bank where we lay was about 12 feet high, of strati- 
fied clay, with a few calcareous nodules and marsh shells im its 
upper beds. Hither the natives brought for sale a little rice, corn, 
andawegetables. ‘They were a wild people, speaking a harsh dis- 
cordant language, in which we could trace some resemblance to 
that of the Zambesi, from which it differed so as to be quite un- 
intelligible to the natives who accompanied us, of whom some could 
speak the Makoa and Ajawa dialects. The men were rather tall 
and sinewy, of dark complexion, and forbidding expression. The 
little cloth possessed by them oy entirely of eeae manufacture ; 
while the women, hideous in the extreme, wore nothing but a sheet 
of bark round the loins and a few beads or rings on the neck and 

VOL, AXXYV, M 


162 Kirk on the River Rovuma, East Africa. 


wrists. The practice of piercing the upper lip, and inserting im the 
hole, which is slowly dilated, a ring of ivory or piece of stone, 
named the pelele, is here practised by the females. Arrows of rude 
manufacture, with lozenge-shaped iron tips were commonly car- 
ried, and the bow differed from that of the lake tribes m having 
one horn projecting for a foot beyond the attachment of the string. 
Several carried firearms, but the shield, spear, and club seemed 
unknown. None of the weapons eeen on the Rovuma were poi- 
soned; but as we advanced further up, arrow-heads of exquisite 
manufacture were found, showing a much higher state of the arts. 

“The district in which we now were seemed to be named Kokoja- 
mana, and the people the Makonde. In the crowd gathered on 
the shore there was one man of finer make than the others—tall 
and clean, with a piece of new cloth round the loms; he carried 
a well-kept old Tower musket, and had the singular fancy of 


coagie ing a | lip-+ing, a habit adopted by the women of many 
tribes thro nk tropical Africa, but before unknown to us among 
the men. Vet this was no personal fancy of his, as we afterwards 
learned ; it is universal among the Mabiha, a small tribe who live 
among the hills to the south of the river bordering the Makoa, to 
whom he belonged. | 

On the 17th of September we got under way at 6 a.m.; the air 
was then 68° and the water of the river 75°. The day was sultry, 
with puffs of wind ‘stirring more or less up the river: a thick 
haze clouded the landscape and prevented a distant prospect, while 
columns of ashes and dust, raised by whirlwinds, stalked over the 
plains. Such days at this season are frequent during the hot months 
which precede the rains. In the forenoon we came to a large 
native settlement of the Makonde: it consisted of ill-constructed 
huts, hastily thrown up, of reeds and coarse grass, and was built on 
one of the flat sandbanks in the middle of the river, which had 
been left dry by the falling water, but which the first floods would 

in cover. 

Here were gathered together a multitude of men and women, 
destitute of any store of grain or flocks of goats, yet seeming in 
go condition. They expressed a particular desire that we 
should land ; but their manner was so rude as they crowded round 
the boats, each man with arms in his hand, that we saw no induce- 
ment to do so, as they had nothing to sell, notwithstanding their 

romise of a goat. Whether they were out hunting their neigh- 
on or fleeing from enemies while their food remained stored 
in the bush, we did not learn; but Labi ey their mode of life 
included both proceedings, and while afraid of being pounced 
upon by others, they are ready themselves to seize and sell any 
Ae came within their power, While some of our men picked up 
drift-wood, with which to cook a meal, they noticed in the village 
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two recently-decapitated human heads) This district is named 
Nijare. In front the southern ridge of hills recedes, leaving a 
wide valley, which we now entered, and for the first time the 
monotonous landscape was broken by a few low rounded hills, 
standing alone im the plain. 

In the afternoon we sailed through a desolate region without 
meeting canoe or passer-by, so little imtercourse exists here between 
neighbouring villages. We came at sunset to a camp, similar in all 
respects to that we had passed; nor had the people received the 
least warning of our approach, as would have been the case elge- 
where in a country where confidence exists among the people. 
Here one horde seems to prey upon the other, and cares nothing 
for its neighbours, the scattered villages being probably incapable 
of uniting when threatened by a common enemy. While cooking 
supper before going to bed, several bits of coal were picked up 
on the sand: they were rounded and waterworn, a3 if carried by 
the stream from a distance, showing the existence of this mineral 
in the interior—a fact which may one day be of importance. At 
present and for many generations to come it is to be feared that 
neither coal nor’ iron will repay the carriage from so difficult a 
region. On the Zambesi, where both iron and coal are equally 
common, there is more hope of a future trade in them. 

On the 18th we met with greater difficulties than we had yet 
encountered, and were obliged to force the boat through a wide 
expanse of sand, with only a few inches of water to cover it, by 
the assistance of the natives from the settlements on these sand- 
banks, which were here numerous. Although working hard the 
whole day, we did not gain 5 miles, and fully half of this had been 
in deep water under a high claybank, covered with stout Borassus 
fan-palms, whose leaves rattled overhead as we sailed along. 

‘he natives who had helped us came to sell tobacco in the 
evening, which they did at most reasonable prices; nor was the 
quality at all bad: 12 lbs, were obtained for a yard of unbleached 
calico. In preparing tobacco here, the leaf, being picked from the 
plant, is tied up in straw and for a few days allowed to ferment, 
when it is pounded in a mortar and moulded, not unlike a flower- 
pot with a hole passing through the centre made by the stick 
which supports it, to i —an operation allowed to take place 
slowly in the’ shintle Exposure to the sun and the constant glare 
of the sun on the water, which throughout whole day I had 
to look on while steering, had caused a deep-seated inflammation 
ofthe eyes, which dimmed vision and caused much pain. 

Next morning the natives returned, anxious ostensibly to sell 
tobacco and gum copal, whieh they dig from the river plain, 
100 miles from the coast. Their Saing armed excited no sus- 
picion beyond what we entertained for all whom we had met with in 
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the Rovuma. As we sailed along they followed for several miles, 
and made at one point a rush to gain a prominent point where the 
current ran strong and the river was narrowed between sandbanks 
to only a few boats’ length. In this they failed, for a strong irae 
of wind took us quickly past. ‘Then a shot fired to kill a puff-adder 
basking in the sun caused great commotion ret 2 them, and they 
rushed off to the forest: but we had not gone half a mile when the 
stream again ran close by a high perpendicular sandbank, clothed 
above with tall grass, which the nature of the water forced us to 
approach within 50 ) yards. Here the leading boat, which I com- 
manded, was fired on without warning, and insulted in the grosses 
manner. As none of us were hit, although arrows passed on all 
sides of the boat, I merely waited for the arrival of the other boat, 
and pulled off as far as the water would allow. A long parley ensued, 
after which the people professed to have mistaken our intentions, 
and so attacked us; but they were a discordant rabble, without any 
head man, and it was too evident that nothing but plunder had. 
been meant. Frustrated in their first attempt through their own 
bad shooting, we had thus full time to ready for any further 
treachery. However they professed to be full darian and we 
then went on; but nosooner had we neared the bank than a second 
volley of arrows fell round about us, and five bullets passed through 
the eail of one of the boats, At this the natives retired, so that 
none of those implicated were visible, while others, at 200 yards 
off, deeming themselves safe, still appeared. The first two shots 
fired by us killed a eo of them, whereafter we passed un- 
molested, and again found ourselves in a desolate region. 

On the evening of the 20th we were at a village of the Makoa, 
on the north side of the Rovuma. Here our men could converse 
freely, knowing well the language. The name of this place is 
Michi. Here the two ridges, which had all along remained in 
view, ceased. Before us lay a gently rising plain, studded with 
clumps of shady trees and hills of trap or igneous rocks, while in 
the distance we saw mountains of no great height, looking more 
metamorphic in their nature. 

esta not using the horseshoe mark on the brow of the 
ordinary Makoa near Mozambique, the people here spoke the 
Makoa language perfectly, and knew well Ibo and Mozambique, 
with which they traded, and where they had seen English ships 
of war, We found in the neighbourhood an Arab of the coast 
on his way back from the lake with ivory and slaves: he spoke 
to us freely of the route, and knew the ferries which we had visited. 
From him we learned that after crossing from Tsenga, on the western 
shore of Nyassa, where we had beet, to Nombo, the path lay over 
the mountain, through the territory of the Waio or Ajawa people, 
until the course of the Liende, or Niende as it is also named, is 
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met with. ‘This stream rises in a small mountain lakelet in the 
hills which overhang the Nyassa, and aia: See agroat, joins the 
Rovuma at Ngomano, the residence of one | onde, ten ms dis- 
tance west from where we now were, At this point all coast 
caravans cross the Rovuma, and passing by Michi, there leave the 
Rovuma and keep to the north-east, avoiding the Makonde, who 
are known as treacherous robbers. The Niende is said in its 
lower course to be shallow and free of rocks, which would lead us 
to believe that the mountains which shut in the Nyassa are here 
distant from the coast and steep on their eastern slope. Of the 
Rovuma we obtained but little reliable information, as none pro- 
fessed to have travelled far up it. They said that it was believed 
to flow from Nyassa and to be full of great rapids and falls. 
Here white and blue cloths were in demand. The native industry 
of weaving from the good staple cotton which grew seemed not to 


t was curious here to find the swordfish inhabiting a fresh- 
water river far from the sea: but the same fact had been before 
observed at Tete, on the Zambesi. Indeed this species, Pristis 
perotettit, is certainly a native both of salt and fresh waters, 
although I have never known it to occur above the rapids. 

23rd. We had passed the previous day through a country more 
thickly peopled than formerly, and were again among the Makonde ; 
but this portion of the tribe proved civil; on approaching us their 
arms were left behind, The country was more rugged, and the 
plain dotted with eruptive trap rocks and the river-bed sometimes 
with rocks and gravel. ‘The baobab was now coming in flower. 
This is one of tbs trek which anticipate the rains, taking on life 
while others are dead, and while no change in the humidity of the 
air has been indicated by the hygrometer. 

In the forest near the river we had before seen many bark-hives 
placed in trees to attract the wild beea, This is an industry which 
would well reward the natives, Snag the least possible labour 
and yielding a substance of high value, always in demand; 
but as yet it has not been developed, and these hives are pla 
more for the honey than the wax, which seems to be thrown 
away—at least none was ever offered to us for sale. Unprineipled 
as are the people of this region, it seems that a bit of ee or a 
vegetable rope tied round the trunk of the on which the hive 
is placed is quite sufficient to deter robbers, from dread of magic 

witcheraft. Half a mile from the river to the south of our 
evening am she a bluff cliff of black trap, with perpendicular 
face, named Lukombe, a good landmark in this part. 
ates on 24th Ph still se native es on the sandbanks, 

e people in them seem perfectly idle, living on the harvest of 
last creruicwbich they have cincesled-in the forest and emong.thd 
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rocks, In the evening we reached two rocky hills, which closed 
the river, and it was a relief to escape from the monotony of end- 
less sandbanks. In a thicket of tangled jungle, where we sonaped 
there was a corn-safe full of grain: it was made of split bamboo, 
platted and supported on uprights, while a thatched roof covered it 
to keep out the wet. 

On the 25th we passed a high, rocky, well-wooded island, in the 
middle of the stream, which now began to flow more swiftly over 
stratified metamorphie rocks. Canoes passed us on their way to 
Ngomano to trade in salt; they are small and narrow, and are 
taken by water all the way, but between rocks so close together, 
that all declared our boat could not get through. And so we found 
it the following day, for the river crossing a rocky bed of boulders 
does not leave even a boat-passage. The banks were now of stra- 
tified schists, with large ier of felapar. 

When we came in sight of the rocky bed above mentioned, it 
was at once seen that our furthest point by water had been reached. 
We had attained a distance of 120 miles from the ocean. No 
lofty hills, such as are believed to lie along the eastern borders of 
Lake Nyassa, were yet visible, and natives told us that further 
up-stream the river divided into two, its southern branch being 
ue Niende, which they knew well, and the other coming from the 
west, less known and little visited, flowing through ten days’ march 
of unpeopled region, and supposed to rise in the Nyassa Lads 

Near where we camped a large baobab tree, which had rotted 
at the base and fallen down, drew my attention. The huge trunk 
still hved on while it lay on the ground, and had begun to throw 
out granulations, which indicated the annual Tings of which its 
stem was composed. ‘These fully bore out what I had before been 
led to believe, namely, that the rapid growth of these trees suffi- 
ciently accounts for their size, and that even the largest might 
attain its great dimensions in 5(M) years, — 

On the 27th September we began the descent, at first cautiously 
among dangerous rocks, then more freely along the flat valléy, 
Having expended our stores we now floated lightly, which more 
than balanced the slight fall of water which had taken place. At 
the point where we were attacked the people were respectful and 
aa gonng none of the rudeness they had formerly exhibited ; 
a lesson had been taught them, which had done them much good, 
One evening we came to a deserted village on the bank, which we 
had missed when going up, The natives had not long left it, and 
seemed still to be near. In the centre was the grave of some 
chief or head man, whose death had caused them to remove. It 
was surrounded by upright poles, on which a few charms were 
hung, the ground being slightly raised and covered with blue cloth, 
pinned tightly down over the earth, and now pierced by mice, 
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Pots were placed, mouth downwards, round the spot, and outside 
the hut food and domestic utensils had been thrown out. 

On the 9th October we reached the vessel in the bay, to find all 
well, having ourselves escaped with little fever, although exposed 
terribly tothe sun, 

As a path to the lake the Rovuma had certainly disappointed 
us, In flood, there was not water enough for our steamer; when 
low, our boats with difficulty had passed, and we were effectually 
arrested half way to the lake. If ever a local industry should 
spring up on its banks, the Rovuma is capable of bringing 
lown the produce during flood, or for three months each year in 
boats and barges; but that day is distant. It is, however, while 
the Zambesi remains shut, an easy way by which to pass the hostile 
and extortionate coast-tribes, and so give a good start for any 
explorers bound to the unknown regions between the lakes of the 
interior, and so determine the yet vexed question of the ultimate 
source whence the Nilotic Lakes receive their supplies of water. 
Ten days from Ngomano the explorers will be at the northern end 
of cern or at least at the most northern point where it is known 
to reac 


XIV.—Notes on the Gradient of the Zambest, on the Level of 
Lake Nyassa, on the Murchison Rapids, and on Lake Sharwa, 
By Jons Kree, Esq., M-D., ¥.2.G.8.,, F.L.8. [With Diagrams. ] 


On the Gradient of the Zambesi—The instruments used in deter- 
mining the level of the Zambesi were the mountain barometer, 
aneroid barometer, and boiling-point barometer. long as the 
first of these continued serviceable its indications must supersede 
the others. Fortunately it did not break down until we had passed 
600 miles inland and a level on the Zambesi of 1222 feet. Here 
we left the river and ascended the Batoka hills: before domg 
this careful comparisons of all the instruments were made, aa 
thus a point determined which on our return became available for 
checking any additional instrumental error. It was then found 
that the aneroid still continued adding at a steady rate to its 
originally plus error. , 

At low levels observations of the boiling-point of water proved 
of no use, but observations made with this instrument agreed very 
closely with the results of barometric heights at higher elevations : 
thus the results by both place the Victoria Falls at almost the 
same height above the sea, while the lower stations of Zumbo, &c., 
discord considerably. .A similar observation has been made by 
Dr. Hooker in India. 
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There is some difficulty in estimating the height of Tete (near 
the head of the lower navigable portion), distant 300 miles from 
the sea-coast. In this part the sea-air first comes over land and 
suffers changes which seem to cause a permanent depression of the 
barometric column, indicating a greater elevation a the sea- 
level than in fact exists. 

With the windings of the river we may estimate the total length 
of this part as a little over 400 miles: in addition, the river is 
shallow and spread over flat sandbanks, causing a great amount of 
friction, so that, making all allowance for retardation, ‘Tete cannot 
be over 400 feet, while the barometer would indicate 600. 

As we pass further inland it is possible that an error from per- 
manent depression of the mercury still increases; if so, the ae 
deduced will be too great, but against such a source of error ther 
is no security even in countries further advanced than Africa. 
The elevation, however, as here given, will be found to be close 
approximations to the truth. Within the tropics the diurnal 
barometric wave follows the same course with unfailing regularity, 
unless during a storm, the difference of one day a another 
seldom exceeds one-tenth of an inch, and even these small changes 
are accompanied by a change in the quarter of the wind, 

Where a series of observations have been made during the day 
‘at one station they have been reduced to the mean at the sea-level 
by applying a correction for the various hours, which in so steady 
a climate may with safety be done. This correction is founded on 
tables from observations in the centre of the continent and on the 


Level af Lake se ere ce determining the level above the 
sea of the Nyassa Lake, we have first observations made on 
the 18th September, 1859, at the time when it was first reached 
by Europeans. ‘he observations made then were :-— 


sel eet 


Ind. error 
20°40 = 1576 feet, 
Mean air temp. 70° above. 
1 om 20 below. 
When we returned a second time to that lake under Dr. Living- 
stone, in August and September, 1960, the following observations 


were made : ‘ 
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Ist series, from 27th Ang. to 8th Sept., 1560, Inches, 
Mean reading of 10 aye Nar a eae for Ind. error 28°42 Ate 
2nd series, from 8th Sept. to £0 ct., 16 —_ 
7 eatin et sep 
Mean of simultaneous readings of standard bar, at foot of Murchison Rapids, 
corrected and reduced to 82° Fahr. Lat. 16° 2's, = 20-932. Air 63°. 
Ist series = 1545 feet. 
2nd series = 1425 ,, 


The 1st series taken on the second occasion I consider the best, | 
and should therefore give it two values im taking the mean of the 


three sets, which will be 1522 ft. 


Murchison Rapids. — A series of barometric observations | 


taken during the journey up the Shire to gain the Nyassa, and 


again corrected on our return by the same route, with a few of the | 


intermediate igs checked by obeervations when first that country 
was entered by Dr. Livingstone and myself, furnish the accom- 
panying eection in which are indicated the chief rapids through 
which the water of Nyassa descends from its own level, 1522 feet, 
to nearly that of the ocean. eke 

The rapids have been named after the distinguished President 
of the Royal Geographical Society, to whose patronage African 
geography is so deeply indebted. ) 

The levels of the respective rapids are calculated to correspond- 
ing observations made on board the Pioneer, at anchor in the 
Shire at their foot, to which 100 feet has been added as the pro- 
bable difference between that station and the sea-coast- 


Lake Shirwa.—The water-level of Lake Shirwa, in lat. s. 15° 23', 
was ascertained by observation of aneroid barometer when that 


lake was discovered—the only time when scientific instruments 


have been taken to its edge. 
The barometer, corrected for index errors, showed 27-86 at 
noon of 18th April, 1859, =2000 feet above sea-level. 


XV.—A Visit to the Wahabee Capital, Central Arabia, By 


_ Lieut.-Colonel Lewis Petty, H.M. Political Resident, Persian 
Gulf, , 
Read, June 12, 1865. 
Anout a year ago, Mr. Frere, the President of the Geogra- 
phical Saas of Bombay, attracted my attention to the Proceed- 
ings issued by the Royal Geographical Society on the 28th of 
April, 1864, showing that certain questions had been mooted in 
London relative to,the geography of the interior of Arabia, and 
that it was still a desideratum to determine with scientific accuracy 
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the position of Riadth, the capital of Nejd, and of Al Hifaf: and 
also to observe the physical character of the tract lying between 
Riadth and the littoral of the Persian Gulf. It so happened, 
also, that about the same time, I was desirous of a Mca inter- 
view with the Chief of 3 ke on matters connected with public 
duty. I determined, therefore, to proceed to Riadth; pursuing 
one route into the interior, and returning to the coast by a different 
course. Dr. Colville and Lieut. Dawes, two officers attached to 
my establishment, volunteered to accompany me; and it is very 
agreeable to me to acknowledge their subsequent cheerful endur- 
ance and valuable aud. 

We landed on the Arabian coast, at the port of Kowait, in 

the north-western angle of the Persian Gulf; passed some time 
there in making preparations and overcoming little obstacles, 
and eventually started for Riadth on the 18th of February last. 
We did not attempt to conceal our nationality; but were known 
from first to last for what we were. I deemed it prudent, how- 
ever, to make all the party throw the “ Abbah” and “ Chiffeeah” 
of the country over their own clothes, and thus avoid needless 
intrusion and collision. We moved always on camels, starting 
a little before daybreak, and continuing our march until sunset, 
The camels browsed as they went along, and on arrival at our 
ground were allowed to straggle in search of their scanty evening 
meal before being herded for the night. I may mention in 
passing, that it would have proved impracticable to take loaded 
jorses at the required rate over the country to be traversed, 
while our camels carried ourselves and baggage a distance of 
between 800 and 900 miles in twenty-six marching days, with only 
one intervening halt of three clear Pa ba They drank but once 
during the first ten days; and had I taken the precaution of 
leading with me a milch camel, it would have been practicable for 
me to deviate into wholly waterless tracts, trusting entirely to 
camel's milk ; for it is an undoubted fact, that during the spring, 
when green food is comparatively abundant, both man and horse 
ean thrive on camel's milk alone, without any other sustenance, 
whether. solid or liquid. 

After leaving Kowait, we moved the first day to the neighbour- 
hood of a fort named Malah; this is the inland boundary of the 
little chieftainship of Kowait. Here all trace of a road ends, and 
you enter the Wahabee territory across boundless and slightly 
ae gga Being spring, the grass and wild flowers were 
at their best, and just cient to give a slight glow of green, 
A small conical hill, named Warrah, lay to our right front; and 
# little farther on, the hill called pebaliah. There was no mark 
of hut or water, nor from this point onwards until we reached Nejd 
Proper, did we meet a single fixed human habitation, and only 
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one tree and one set of permanent wells (to be presently noticed). 
We had with us the instruments requisite for determining lattude 
and longitude; also a small tent, or rowtee, which we pitched at 
night with its entrance towards the north; and when all was quiet, 
took our position by stellar observation. During the march, 
Dr. Colville collected such specimens of rocks and flora as he was 
able to do without attracting attention. I kept also a brief journal 
descriptive of the day's march, and showing the point whence we 
: the point of arrival, the number of hours we were actually 
on the move, and the general direction. By collating our stellar 
observations with the dates on which each specimen was collected, 
and with the several entries in the journal, we were enabled to lay 
down our route with some degree of detail and accuracy. 1 may 
here premise that the changes in the physical character of the 
country along our route proved to be very marked, and to lie in 
riband-like lengths generally parallel with the shore-line of the 
Gulf, and extending over many degrees of latitude, Hence, as 
we crossed these ribands in a south-westerly direction, on our way 
from Kowait to the capital, and recrossed them in an easterly 
direction on our return from the capital to the port of Okair, a 
little to the southward of the Island of Bahrein, we obtained two 
series of fixed points for each successive change of country, and 
were thus uabled to determine the general direction of these 
changes over considerable areas, I was careful also to collect 
information as to stages along routes which I did not actually 
traverse ; and I venture to hope that those points, which lay at no 
very great distance from our line of march, may have been laid 
down with sufficient rape since, by being in possession of 
fixed points from which to calculate, mak by takin - bearings from 
more than one of these known points, we were cabled to intersect 
our lines. These intersections we further tested by tabular state- 
ments of distance collected from the natives; and i think that the 
districts, for instance, of Sedair, Bataih, Seh, Al Howteh, &c., may 
have thus been approximately laid down, I would explain, how- 
ever, that considerable caution is necessary in estimating distances 
from native testimony, and this because, firstly, Orientals are pain- 
fully inaccurate observers of facts; secondly, because the distances 
are “at Hoge given in pera erate and a day's journey 
varies in le with the nature of the country and the require- 
ments of pasturage and water; thirdly, because the name of a 
chief town is loosely applied to its surrounding district, or vice 
versi, while the ‘yi journeys are calculated, at pleasure, from 
town to town, or from district boundary to district boundary ; 
and, fourthly, because many pegons exclude from their marching 
days those on which they start and on which they arrive. I am 
careful to touch op these details, because come confusion was last 
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year re in this Society in regard to distances in the region of 
Al A 

On the 19th we reached an uninhabited halting-ground called 
ha From this point a road branches to our right, towards 
Lalty. 


On the 20th we crossed a creek named Grain, which leads to 
the sea, distant one day's journey, and encamped in a district 
called Warfra. The littoral district of Adan, which is marked on 
the maps as stretching from Kowait to Khutif, really ends in 
this day's latitude, or only one day’s journey directly south of: 
Kowait; the general name of the entire country along the shore- 
line from Kowait to Al Ahsa being Om Jenaib, | 

On the 21st, after crossing a low range of hills called Delaa 
al Delaa, we came on a semicircle of sulphur hills, known as Delaa 
el Chebrut. This district is known as Shag, and the line of hills 
trends northward towards ig, pe a remarkable hill in the 
neighbourhood of Zobeir, near Basrah, The strata of Shu are 
said to follow the curve of the hills which mark the boeianice 
of the district ; and our Selaib guide informed us that sometimes, 
when they lose their way, the natives dig into the earth, and so 
ascertain in what district they are from the direction of the soil 
“ strata, There is evidently a gentle rise in the country from 
the sea. 

On the 22nd the character of the country became less regularly 
undulating, and dotted with low, widely-detached hills, the ground 
more bare, brushwood decreasing, with spaces thinly sprinkled 
with shingle. In one or two places sandstone just cropping up 
level with the soil. The country appeared to ascend inland in 
a north-westerly direction, and the climate became sensibly colder. 
Passing out of the district of Shug, we came on a few remarkable 
sand-mounds, called Redaif, and encamped on the borders of the 
district of Wurreah. 7 

On the 25rd we passed through Wurreah, which is a sort of 
threshold to Sumaan, or the stony girdle of Central Arabia: that 
is to say, the ground of Wurreah becomes gradually broken u 
into patches strewed with pebbles and mounds of earth and ee 2 
stone until you reach the defined line of Sumaan. This is 
a remon of confused earth-mounds and low flat-topped sandstone 

ills, with intermediate ee from the winter ram-water, alon 
broad, winding, flat-bottomed ¥ eys. The hills become higher ck 
more entangled as you proceed. I understand that the Sumaan 
belt extends in a northerly direction for some eight days’ journey, 
when it loses the name of ‘Sumaan, and is called Hajar, which 
name it bears until the neighbourhood of Sooke i Shook on the 
Euphrates. The belt, however, is one and the same, but is called 
Sumaan along that portion which is composed of friable rock 
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while the name Hajar is applied to that portion strewn with large 
dark-coloured boulders. This Hajar must not be confounded with 
the name Hejr, an old name for the district of Ahsa, which is 
skirted on its western side by Sumaan. 

On the 24th we halted for some hours at a depression in the 
Sumaan hills, called Wubra. This, at one season of the year, is 
a great central Wahabee camping-ground. It contains upwards 
of a hundred wells within a space of 400 yards square. Only a 
few of them were in good repair, and with one exception they were 
all brackish. When the Bedouins assemble here, they clear the 
adjacent wells, which are dug some three or four fathoms through 
the solid rock. It is said that they are of very ancient date; and 
that this Wubra was a point of convergence in ancient days for 
caravans passing from Kowait across Arabia. From the neigh- 
bourhood of the wells, a line of route branches off in the direction 
of south-west by west towards Majmaa, in Sedair, which is distant 
six days’ journey. I had wished to follow this line with the inten- 
tion of visiting some inscriptions at Grief, near Jelajel, in Sedair. 
The poverty of my water-skins, however, and the incertitude of 
my guide as to his road through the sand-hills, prevented me 
hazarding a trip which would have kept me at least five days 
without any fresh supply of water. 

We caw the traces of a small hill-fort close to the Wubra 
Wells. It is said to be very old, but it did not appear so to me. 
From this point onward, the Sumaan becomes more open, the valleys 
broader; and the low flat-topped hills are frequently streaked with 
brick-colour near their bases. In some instances, where the hills 
are conical, their summits are brick-colour. Among other wild 
plants, we picked a bulb which the Bedouins eat after peeling off 
its rind. It reminded me menos act a ear en both in 
appearance and im taste. A quantity sour sorrel crows salon 
‘is valleys, and is said to have been imported into Arabia from 

} lt is now commonly eaten by the Bedouins. 

On the 26th we finished the Sumaan, whose hills Began 
diminished in height until they sunk into gentle undulations of 
sandstone and sandstone-flakes. Leaving the hills, you cross 
4a gentle glacis of hard pebbly ground, on the further side of which 
the sand-hills of the Dahna rise with the distinctness and sharpness 
of outline of a glaring wall. ‘The first sand-ridge may be 100 feet 
high, and is sprinkled with vegetation, It is a few hundred yards 
in width, and is succeeded by a plain of some miles broad, beyond 
which rises a second ridge of sand-hills. The intervening plain is 
of hard soil; and the ridges themselves seem to overlie slovassous 
of rock or soil. In fact, the nafives apply the term Dahna only to 
that portion of theegreat sand-belt of Arabia which is thus divided 
by parallel ridges resembling successive rollers with intervening 
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plains of sea. To the north and to the south the belt of sand, 
although equally defined on its exterior limits, is composed of 
confused sand-hills, and sometimes of pure dunes: it is then called 
Nefood. At the point where I crossed the Dahna, there are seven 
distinct ridges, some of them miles in breadth, and none higher 
than two or three hundred feet above the intervening ‘age which 
in turn vary from five to ten or twelve miles in breadth | 

On the night of the 28th, we halted on the crest of the last 
sand-ridge, overlooking a horizon-bounded plain, sprinkled here 
and there with brushwood, and coloured by seuds of sand. You 
might fancy yourself standing on a high ridge of sand above the 
sea, so marked was the change in the character of the country. 
The appearance of the vegetation in Dahna was different in many 
respects from that of the adjacent regions. “We saw little animal 
life throughout our march. An occasional antelope, or a hare and 
a few vobura, was nearly all the game we met, Lizards, snakes, 
and beetles were plentiful, and in great variety. Our people would 
kill a dozen snakes a day as they walked along, but the jealousy 
of the Wahabees induced me to forbid collection. 

On the Ist of March we crossed the plain immediately below 
the western skirts of Dahna, and entered the district of Ormah 
at some wells which bear that name, or, more strictly, Ormahiah, 
in contradistinction to some other wells in the same district, a little 
more to the eastward. Both sets of wells are on the bank of the 
dry bed of a river lying from south-west towards east, a little 
northerly, This torrent is due to the rainshed of the highlands of 
Ormah along its western boundary, and loses itself in the Dahna, 
to the eastward. It is fringed with some Mimosa-bushes, the first 
trees, with one exception, that we had seen since we left Kowait, 
Ormah is loosely considered to be the beginning of Nejd, although, 
strictly speaking, Nejd, as the term implies, means the highlands, 
or the central plateau of Arabia, Our camels had their second 
drink at these wells. Leaving the wells, the country becomes more 
broken, resemblmg Sumaan, were it not for the total absence of 
trees in the latter district. The valleys here are more intricate, I 
observed, nevertheless, that the camels moved off in the morning, 
as they had always hitherto done, without any guide ; and that they 
invariably took the right direction of march. One camel, however, 
remained with his feet tied; and the explanation was that the 
animal had been bought-from the Dhuffcer tribe near the Euphrates, 
and if not hobbled would forthwith start for his home. 

On the 2nd of March we traced the torrent-bed to its source in 
the belt of hills which form the western bulwark of Ormah : these 
hills formed here a vast amphitheatre to our right and left front ; 
and in the centre of the semicircle was a remarkable gap, each arm 
of the hills breaking off in a scarped bluff. These hills form the 
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watershed of Ormah, the streams to the eastward going to the 
Dahna, and those to the westward falling down precipitous scary 
and losing themselves in a long ridge of sand, which forms th e 
extreme western outwork of Ormah immediately below the hills 
above described, and which are known as Temamma. Our road 
now lay through the gap, which proved to he the most picturesque 
spot we had yet seen, and through which we descended by a 
ia sea path into a narrow belt of plain lying between the 
emamma scarps and its parallel outwork of sand-ridge. We 
encamped on the further side of the ridge, which may be about 
4 miles in breadth, immediately below a gigantic pyramidal dune: 
and on the 3rd of March entered the district of Shaab, being an 
upland plain of a few miles in width, and separating the branch 
arps from the slopes of the Aridh hills, which form the eastern 
bliek of the Nejd highlands proper. Looking from the Shaab plain, 
we could see the bluffs of the Temamma range stretching ina north- 
westerly direction, The plain bears the name Shaab as far as 
a line a day's journey to the north of that by which we crossed it, 
that is to say, to the northernmost point of the Aridh hills proper ; 
from that northernmost point a gap or recess of plain separates 
the Aridh hills from the Powai range on the west. This recess is 
named Mehmeel, a word which implies a hollowing out. Mehmee! 
contams the townships of Heraimleh, Beer, and adij. The con- 
tinuation of the plain northward of the Aridh hills, and lyin 
between the Towaij hills and Ormah, is known as Batain ; cad 
a cultivated strip immediately under the Towaij hills, along the 
western border of Batain, is the Sedair, containing the townships 
of Owdeh, Attar, Howtheh, Rowtheh, Towaim, kK eraif, Jelajel, 
Majmaa, and Ghat. The most northern town in Sedair is Zo ; 
distant twelve days from Kowait and five days nearly from Riadth. 
To return to Shaab; had we proceeded direct to Riadth, we 
should have turned nearly due south from our halti g-place of this 
morning ; but as I was desirous of visiting a stinks column 
at the town of Seddoos, and of tracing the line of the Wadi Hanifah, 
we continued in a,south-westerly direction across the Shaab plain, 
and traversed the Aridh range through the Valley of Wuttur, 
until we reached the town of Seddoos at its western mouth, and 
overlooking the Mehmeel plain, and so across to the Towaij range, 
distant from Seddoos about 15 miles. About midway in = 
Wuttur Valley we came on a small fort, with a spring, and some 
little cultivation. Seddoos reg IS past ree town, 
embosomed in date-groves, with many wells for purposes of irriga- 
tion. Lieut. Dawes favoured me with a sketch of the column, 
which is of elegant proportions, and inscribed on its lower portion 
with two Greek crosses. The Arabs know nothing of its history 


beyond that it is of a date prior to that of the Mohammedan era. 
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At Seddoos we were able, for the first time since leaving Kowait, 
to get a few supplies. At this point also 1 commenced to receive 
friendly invitations to turn Mussulman and settle in the country. 
1 was assured that I should have hundreds of camels, thousands of 
sheep, wives from the chief's own family; and that as the chief's 
eldest son was going on an expedition among the Khaitan tribe on 
the road to Mecca, I should accompany him. | 

Leaving Seddoos, we ascended the Aridh hills to the south, 
and crossing their plateaus, came gradually down a tributary of 
the Wadi Hanifah until we cut into the latter valley at its 
northern extremity, where is situate the old capital El Eyman, the 
birthplace of the Aa ps of the Wahabee sect. E] Eyman, though 
deserted, is scarcely in ruins. A stranger on approaching might 
ce hae it to be still inhabited. It was a straggling place of con- 
siderable extent, occu ying the entire bed of the valley on either 
side of the torrent way. Much labour has been expended m con- 
trolling the floods. Either side of the torrent-bed is traced with 
hewn masonry retaining-walls io a qua hy along which the 
principal houses were situate. The height of the retaimng-walls 
may be from 7 to 9 feet; and I was assured that after rain the 
torrent sweeps between them level with their crests. The Wadi 
Hanifah is a ravine rather than a valley. Its average width is 
200 or 300 yards, flanked with flat-topped scarps, alternating now 
and then with low slopes. At no point did the scarps rise more 
than from 100 to 200 feet. Numerous tributaries join the ravine 
from both sides, the largest coming from the ‘Towaij range, 
Strictly speaking, the Wadi Hanifah divides the Towaij from 
the Aridh hills—those to the east or left-hand being the Aridh; 
thoze to the west and south, or right hand, being ‘Towaij. Some- 
times the nearer and lower ranges on the left are also included in 
Aridh, while only the more distant and loftier ranges are called 
Towaij. In loose phraseology Towaij is assumed to comprise 
Nejd broper or the provinces comprising the highlands of Central 
Arabia, that is to say, Al Aridh, Sedair, Mehmeecl, Hareck, 
Wurhum, and Howteh. So considered, they gtretch from Zolfy 
on the north to the neighbourhood of Howteh, a distance of eight 
days’ journeys | | 

On the morning of the 5th of March we emerged from the 
Wadi Hanifah on to the arid plateau, keeping the valley imme- 
diately on our right, and, passing over EDN HP open downs 
gently sloping towards the south. The ruins of Dureeyah were 
passed close on our right, pictu esquely situate in a depression of 
the plateau leading down into the Wadi Hanifah. The ruins are 
of considerable extent. The place was in the first instance de- 
stroyed by the Wahabees when tlfey seized Rjadth from the Beni 
Dawass, and removed their capital thither, destroying all the 
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old towns along the Wadi Hanifah, and posupelling the inhabitants 
to congregate in the new capital of Riadth. et ard the 
Wahabee ruler, being attacked by the Turks, temporarily returned 
to Dureeyah, as its position and fortifications were better adapted 
for defence. About noon of the same day we reached Riadth, and 
were accommodated in a garden-house set apart for Turks, Infidels, 
and others who smoke tobacco. I had the honour of three inter- 
views with the Wahabee ruler, who is both spiritual and temporal 
head of the Wahabee territories, and in all respects absolute 
throughout his dominions. | 

The questions raised last year in this Society relating to the 
family of the Ameer, and to certain geographical matters, have 

lready been commented on by me in a note which I had the 
honour of submitting to this Society through the obliging mediation 
of Sir Henry Rawlinson in February last. Time does not admit 
of my summarizing our return journey from Riadth through 
Al Ahsa to Okair; but I doubt not that when my report on this 
journey shall be submitted to Her Majesty's Indian Government, 
both these and other g phical details will be at the disposal of 
this Society, together with copies of my Journal, and of itineraries 
showing stages and distances along most of the principal routes in 
Central Arabia. ‘The longitude of the Wahabee capital, as deter- 
mined from our housetop at Riadth by the mean of five solar 
observations, is long, 46° 41' 48", Circumstances rendered it 
inconvenient for us to take the latitude, which was eventually deter- 
mined oy marching 5 miles in a direction north and by east, and 
there halting to take the north star. ‘This observation was further 
tested by an observation of the polar star taken six hours before 
entering Riadth, and the latitude so determined is 24° 38' 34", 

Al Ahsa is a district of which the principal fort is Hafaf; 
there are, however, other six forts and villages in the same district, 
which is, in fact, an oasis of from 20 to 30 miles in length by 12 
in width, abundantly watered by fresh-water springs, which rise 
to the surface, and pour themselves in copious streams among 
extensive grass-plats, orchards, and date-groves. Al Ahsa is, 
indeed, the richest, the most commercial, and with the neighbouring 
district of Al Khutif, the most widely-cultivated portion of the 
Wahabee dominions, The latitude of Al Hiafaf, as determined 
7 stellar observation, is 25° 20' 56", and the longitude 49° 40’ 50”, 

he latitudes and longitudes of all other points noticed along m 
route are shown in the map, and it seems unnecessary to recapi- 
tulate them here. 
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Noles on certain Questions relative to the Interior of Arabia, 

discussed before the Rayal Geographical Society.* 
Camp en route to Riadth, 14th Feb., 1865, 
THE coast line between Khutif and Kowait is loosely called Adan. 
Strictly speaking, Adin applies to a strip of rising ground, a few 
miles to the southward of Kowait, and which is known to the native 
sailors as Hejaj-al-bent, from its supposed resemblance to the curve 
of a girl's eyebrow. 

Proceeding inland you come on a belt of country called Hajar, 
or Sumaan; the term Hajar being applied to sandstone or friable 
stone generally, and Sumaan to a tract strewn with boulders or 
hard stones. ‘This tract is of a stony pebbly character. It may 
have an average breadth of two days’ journey. It has a general 
direction between north-west and north, and south-east and south. 
It loses itself in the great desert, called Rob-al-khali, on its southern 
extremity, and: in ee great uninhabited tract lying to the west of 
the Euphrates, on its northern extremity. 

Leaving the Sumaan and still proceeding inland, you come on 
a second and parallel belt, known as the Dahna or Nefood. ‘This 
tract also has an average breadth of two days’ journey, and, like 
the Sumaan, merges at its south-eastern and north-western ex- 
tremities in the two deserts above alluded to. This belt is formed 
of a succession of mounds or waves of sand, popularly stated to be 
seven in number—Dahna being a name given to a tract composed 
of sandy mounds, and Nefoods implying a succession of such 
mounds, 

Leaving the Dalma you come again on a tract of various breadth 
Tae between the Dahna and the highlands forming Nejd proper. 
This tract is known under different names at different points ; for 
Instance, at its narrowest part, eing that immediately beneath the 
Towaij hills, it is called Sedair. Further south, that is, between 
the Mehmeel district and the Dahna, it seems to have no distinctive 
name, but is sometimes called Sedair, and sometimes Mehmeel. 
Still further south, that is, between the Dahna and Aridh, it is 
called Ormah, 

The hill line immediately within the above-mentioned tract forms 
the eastern highlands of Nejd proper. This hill line runs in a 
general direction of north, a little west and south, a little east. At 
its northern point is Zolfy; and from Zolfy down to the village of 
Owdeh the range is known as Al-Towaij.. This is the highest 

rtion of the eastern aan of Nejd. Below Owdeh there is a 
: in the range stretching from one to two days’ journey, namely, 





, © All the p per names here mentioned are repeated ig the original Arabic in 
the margin Colonel Pelly's official report, from which these Notes are printed. 
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~ from the village of Tadij to the old town of Seddoos. The plateau 
formed by this break is called Mehmeel. From Seddoos in a south- 
erly direction the country again rises, and so reaches Riadth, distant 
one long day’s journey, through the villages of Ayneh, Jebeeleh, 
and the old Wahabeo capital, Diener These highlands to the 
southward of Seddoos are known (as above stated) as Al-Aridh. 
The Wadi Hanifah cleaves the Aridh from Ayneh through 
Dureeyeh (which was situated half on one side of the valley and 
half on the other) towards Riadth, and afterwards bends in an 
easterly direction. 

In x ACH the character of the country as above, between the 
Persian Gulf and Nejd, I have deseribed it as it would be crossed, 
coming, for instance, from Kowait to Riadth ; and I have not taken 
into consideration the regions of Washm, Kassim, and Jubbul 
Shummur, lying to the westward or northward of Al-Towaij, and 
which, pilheer politically or geographically appertain, at the present 
moment, to Nejd. | ' | 

The hill district, generally, in which Dureeyeh and Riadth are 
situate, is known as Al-Aridh;* and it is poly the valley which 
cleaves the district which is known as Wadi Hanifah, It was this 
Wadi, perhaps, or a branch from it, which, before it was conquered 
by the orthodox. Mahomedans, was known as the Wadi Aftan. 
Usually it is quite dry: after heavy rain it becomes a torrent, the 
bulk of the water losing itself in the sands to the southward and 
eastward. The general watershed of the central highlands of 
Arabia seems, indeed, to be to the southward and eastward.t The 
water which is lost in the sands { to the southward, draining pro- 
bably under the sands of Rob-al-khali; and that which passes to 
the eastward draining under the sands of the Dahna, and reappear- 
ing, firstly, in the lower level of Al-Ahsa; secondly, in the yet 
lower plain of the sea-board near Ras Tannara and Khutif: and 
thirdly, in the sea itself, at a depth of four or five fathoms, near the 
island of Bahrein. 

From Riadth, two days’ journey, in a south-westerl direction, is 
the Kharj district, sometimes known as Al-Yemamah, Tradition 
asserts that this region, now in part desolate, is the remnant of what 
was ‘once the pt erable State of Yemamah, destroyed, puay by 
encroachment of the desert, and partly by political convulsion. i 
infer that Al-Yemamah originally extended from the present Kharj 
or Yematah in an easterly direction to the shores of the Persian 





* This Al-Aridh most not be confounded with Al-Ardh, a range of hills stretch- 
ing in a westerly direction near the road from Riadth to Mecea. 

_t It is asserted further that this general direction of watershed obtains from 
the confines of Yemen and Hejaz, 

7 Seonleonare that there must be Inkes, or that water must be discoverable 
be a oe nen on mee oe, 
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Gulf; thus including the present district Al-Ahsa, then known as 
Hajr, and having its provincial chief town of Hajr, now in ruins, 
two or three days’ journey south-west of the present provincial chief 
town Al-Hafaf. 

The present town of Al-Yemamah is said to be on the site of the 
old capital: it is not in the valley, but in an open plain, It is six 
or seven days’ journey from the present Al-Hufuf, and 1s four or 
five days’ journey from the former chief town of Al-Ahsa Hajr. The 
_town of Suleimiah is in Yemamah, that is, in Kharj. 

There is running water, and there are extensive date-groves in 
Al-Yemamah. But this water is said in part to come from a source 
named Seh, a little to the southward where the Ameer grazes and 
waters some of his horses, and in part to be derived from nearer 
one and wells. There is no water flowing above ground from 

ha, or from the Dowasser valleys to Al-Yemamah, No water 
reaches the Persian Gulf, in the form of a river or perennial stream, 
at an Noy along its Arab shore, between Kowait, at the head of 
the Gulf, and Cape Mussendom, at the entrance of the Gulf. 

_ The general law of the watershed of the peninsula of Arabia, 
from the eastern confines of Hejaz and from the central hills and 
plateaux, seems to be that of a southward and eastern direction— 
that is to say, in the same manner as the watershed of eastern 
Nejd percolates towards the lower levels of the great desert on the 
south, and of Al-Ahsa, Al-Khutif, and the Persian Gulf, on the east ; 
s0 does the water of the southern Nejd find its way into the lower 
levels of Al-Yemamah, Al-Howteh, Al-Harij, &ec., with waste to 
the great desert; and so does the water from Al-Ardh, and from 
pr paar he and from the highlands on the eastern bounda 

of southern Hejaz, find its way to the lower levels of the Bisha, the 
Wadi Dowasser, and the Atladj-e-Dowaszer,* with waste to the 
great desert after supplying the cultivation of the above districts, 

Leaving Riadth and returning to the Persian Gulf by way of 
Al-Ahsa, you cross the same sort of country which you sts in 
going from Kowait to Riadth, only in reversed order of course: in 
other words, leaving Kowait you have a march of twelve long caravan 
days, in a general direction of south-west and by south, of which 
the first five days are in a diagonal direction across the rolling 
open ground loosely called Adan; then for two days across the 
stony tract of Sumaan; then for two days across the sand-hills of 
the Dahna; then for two days across the rolling and plain ground 
intervening between the Dahna and the Nejd bic hinnds, called 
Aridh; and then finally one long day through the Aridh to 





* The Afladj is not» province of itself, but, as its name denotes, is that portion 
of Dowasser which is watered by Kanaatsg or underground water-lucts, Its full 
ie is Afladj-al-Belad-ad-Dowasser, or the Kanaats ef the villages of the 
Dowasser, 
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Riadth, While in returning from Riadth to the Gulf by way of 
Al-Absa, you have first three days across the Aridh and its adjacent 
ground ; then two days across the Dahna (which seems to be more 
commonly called Nefood, as it falls away towards and merges itself 
in the great desert); and then two days across the open stony 
ground of Sumaan or Hajar; and then either two days (full) to 
the shore line at Okair (erroneously called Ojair); or four days 
(full) to the shore line at Khutif. In either case you pass through 
the chief town of Al-Absa district, Al-Hifaf. From Khutif to the 
boundary of Al-Ahsa district is two days’ journey nearly ; and thence 
to the chief town, Al-Hifuf, is two days’ journey. Al-Hiftf is 
rapidly pronounced Al-Fuf. It is commonly known also as Khot- 
alhufa , from the ancient citadel there; in part of which the 
Wahabee governor still resides." Sometimes Al-Hifif is called 
Al-Ahsa, fee the name of its district.t| The ancient name of the 
district was Hajr. Its chief town bore the same name. It is said 
that the ruins of a large town of this name are still visible two or 
three days’ journey distant in a south-west direction. Hajr is said 
to have feet a province of ancient Al-Yemamah. It is added that 
the decisive battle which gave these regions to the Faithful was 
fought near Hajr. 

Some confusion seems to have existed in regard to the three 
names. 

Hajr, the ancient name for Al-Ahsa, and its chief town. 

Hajar, the name of stony belt, called also Sumaan. 

And Okair, the name of the sea-port, erroneously called Ojair. 

These names are, however, of entirely distinct origin. 

Okair means a small excavation, or something cut away, in allu- 
sion, apparently, to the small inlet or islet at the point on the coast 
where Okair is situate. 

Khutif is the present pers of the old district of Kutf, which was 
conterminous with the E e province. Kutf was of greater extent 
than the present range of date-groves and gardens round Khutif, 
But the district was encroached on by the sands of the desert from 
the landward. The word Kutf is said to mean plucking, in sup- 
posed allusion to its date-harvest. Kohutif, is the passive, plucked, 
or something seized from another person, in allusion, it is asserted, 
to the Keramata sect, who seized on Al-Ahea or Hajr and Kutf in 
the third or fourth century of the Hejra, and carried away the 
famous black-stone from Mecca to Khutif, intending to make this 
latter place supersede Meccasas a place of pilgrimage. 





* The town of Muburriz, being the next important town of this district, is dis- 
tant only a couple of miles to the northward of Al-Hiafif, 

t To the east of the town are some hills known as El-Gharra, containing large 
caverns, whither the people repair for coolmess in the hot season, “e 
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It appears there are two Al-Ahsas: that above referred to and 
known as Al-Ahsa Al-Bahrein Sm the adjacent island of Bah- 
rein) ; and secondly, that near Medina on the road towards Mecca, 
held by the Beni-Saad of Al-Hareb. | 

The largest island of the Bahrein group was called Awial, after 
the name of the first chief who settled there, in the same manner as 
the island on the opposite coast was called Kais. 

I am told that the remains of a considerable town are buried 
under the sand on the sea-shore, ata distance of one and a half 
days journey, on the road from Khutif to Okair. Is this the 
ancient Hamas or Hams? | 

I cannot find that there is any record or sign of any settlement 
along the shore line from Khutif to Kowait. This shore line is 
Si ibees! soadiot ht da: urney in length, a little inland 

‘here is a of eight days’ journey in length, a little inlanc 
from Kowait to Al-Ahsa. Tot the right of this road coming from 
Kowait, and at four days’ journey distance from that place, are 
said to be the ruins of an enormous stone fort, called Taj, tra- 
ditioned to have been built in the time of Nimrod. 

While referring to antiquities, I may mention that I am told 
there is a mound, about two hours’ ride nortli-east of Jelajel in the 
Sedair, with an inscribed stone on its top. The mound is called 
SAE The character of the inscription is of very ancient 

te. 

At Seddoos in Al-Aridh is said to be a monolith of great alti- 


tude, 

To return to the coast line at Kowait. The present town of 
Kowait is only from 100 to 200 years of age. Tlie name is a cor- 
ruption or diminutive of Khot, or fort. The ancestors of its present 
chief were the pirates of the mouths of the Shat-al-Arab. Their 
original fort was at Omkuner, at the head of the Zobeir Creek, I 
may mention that I have explored the Zobeir Creek to its head, 
carrying four or five fathoms water up to its head within sight of 
the date-trees of Basrah. I took my native craft up the creek 
between the island of Boobian and the main, me rying four, six, to 
nine fathoms throughout. This latter creek would not, however, 
suit shipping, as there is only one fathom outside its entrance, 
‘The best approach to the Zobeir Creek is up the Khor Abdullah, 

The bay of Kowait is also called Gurn, or horn, in allusion to 
the shape of the bay. 

At the north-west angle of the bay is a fort, called Jaharah, 
This is said to be on the site of the ancient Ghiranhensis. Be this 
a3 it may, bricks and other remains are found in digging near the 
fort. It is in this fort that the horse-dealers collect their horses 
from Nejd, previous to embarkation for India, .'The various breeds 
of Nejd horses are of all colours, and vary in height from 14-1 to 
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_ 14°2 average. A horse of 14-3 isa large Nejd horse. Some of 
the very highest caste, of the finest form and greatest endurance, 
are 14°], or even under. Within the past few days I have myself 
seen or ridden a chesnut-coloured Saglawiyeh mare, a bay Hamdany 
mare, two grey Obeyahs, and a nutmeg-coloured Kohaileh mare. 
The commonest colour is grey, shading from dark nutmeg up to 
almost pure white, 
The Arabs consider that a horse should be ridden young. The 
Aneyzeh commence to ride, they say, too young. But a colt of two 
i should always be ridden: it consolidates him and makes him 
ing Hence a colt brought up among the Bedouins is more 
valued than a colt of Bahrein, although the caste of horses on this 
island is pure. But the colts are pampered. .A Bedouin considers 
that a colt requires desert air, desert exercise, camel's milk, and 
some dates, It is said that when pushed a Bedouin will kill a 
sheep for his horse or mare, feed it on the raw meat the first day, 
and then on the soup. I observe that the Arabs about me rarely 
- a bit im the horse's mouth, only a slight halter over the nose. 
Yet the horse seems under absolute command, even at full speed. 
The docility of the animal is certainly very remarkable. Some of 
the horses to the southward among the sand-hills are taught to lie 
down like a camel, when their master scratches the ground with a 
stick, and then to turn over on their side and so elude the sight of 
an enemy in the distance, = | 
The part that camel's and locusts play in the food of the 
Bedouns and other Arabs is very noticeable. During the spring, 
when the camels find grass, an Arab will live entirely-on pei} 
milk. He considers it an alterative to his blood, and as very 
fattening. It is said that living on this milk gives one a disgust 
for other food, especially for animal food. I have been assured 
from go many and so credible independent sources, that numbers of 
Arabs and Arab horses do live and thrive without putting anything 
into their mouths except camel's milk, for months together, that I 
cannot doubt the fact. As to locusta, they eat and relish them in 
all classes, ‘The Bedouins store them, and they may be said to 
form with dates a staple of food. 


There are five principal breeds of horses :— 








Sth, Waznat Kherean, 


The first breed is not now 
number of horses of this bre 
Aneyzeh tribe, ° - 






ocurable in Nejd; but a limited 
is still to be obtained among the 
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Horses of the Saglawiyeh (1st breed) on one side with dam or 
sire of one of the other breeds, are procurable in Nejd. _ 

From the second, Kohaileh breed, are derived the Shivaiman, 
ose big Hudheh, Rabdeh, Shohaib, Merady, Zohaiya, 
Maangieh, 'Towayseh, Atrafieh, Jarieh, Jazieh, Hargah, Jer- 
rada, &e. &e. 

This second breed is usually recognizable by the straight, free 
action of the fore legs. 

The’ third, fourth, and fifth breeds do not change their names 
even when mixed with other breeds. An Arab often thinks little 
of the sort of horse that commands the highest pecs at Bombay. 
He seeks first, and doubly first, caste ; afterwards he looks to form. 
He cares little or nothing for height, unless with a view to the 
export market: on that ceferis parifus he would prefer a roomy 
mare to a small one. 


It appears that the family of the Imams of Muskat were originally 
Sayeds of a village, named Rowtheh, in the Sedair imme late! 
below the Towaiy hills. ‘The founder of the family was 5 
His son’s name was Ahmed. They came to Oman and_ took 
service under the dominant tribe, called Yarebeh, Subsequently 
they obtained possession of the strong hill-fort, called Hazm, in the 
neighbourhood of Rostak. Eventually they became the rulers of 
Oman, and changed their sect from that of Sunnee to Beyathee. 
Ahmed’s son, Sultan, was styled Imam. Sultan being killed, was 
succeeded by his son Sayed Saeed, who rendered his State a first- 
rate Asiatic maritime power, and took possession of the coast-line 
of East Africa from Cape Delgado* to Bravn and Magadoxa, 
including the old Portuguese settlement of Mombassa and the 
islands of Zanzibar, Pamba, Monfia, &c. He further developed 
his trade at the entrance of the Persian Gulf from Bunder Abbass 
along the Mekran coast. Sayed Saeed dying, two of his sons dis- 
puted succession. The question was submitted to the arbitrament 
of the late Earl Canning, who divided the State of Muskat, giving 
the African possessions to one brother, Maujed, under the ttle of 
Sultan of Zanzibar, and giving the coast of Oman to the other 
brother, Soweinee, the present ruler, under the title of Sultan of 
Muskat. No one, however, except ourselves acknowledges the 
title Sultan. The title was Sayed, and remains Sayed ; and when 
the poe wish to speak with reverence of the late Sayed Saeed, or 
ing ee sultan, they remember him as Imam. | 

é mountain-chain running along the coast-line of Oman is 
said to be agrre ree well-watered on both its inland and sea- 
ward slopes. It has many spots where fruit and vegetables thrive. 





* Or rather the line of the River Sindee, o little to the southward, 
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The range has been little explored by Europeans; but I doubt not 
that many interesting facts may be collected there. 


In regard to the Wahabee power, the principal facts of the case 
may balkcielly summarised as follows :—There was a certain Mo- 
hammed, son of Saood, belonging to a tribe of the Ancyzeb called 
Mesalikh, and he was Rayes or chief of a small family, who culti- 
vated the suburbs of Dureeyeh, in the Wadi Hanifah, ‘There was 
at that time also a man named Abd-al- Wahab, of the tribe of 
Beni-Temem, born at Ayeneh, in the vicinity of Dureeyeh. He 
was a learned man, and had sought out the true knowledge of 
God, at Busrah, Baghdad, and Damascus. Afterwards, that is to 
say, in the year of the Prophet Mohammed, 1160, he came to 
Dureeyeh, and reproved the people in that they were ignorant of 
the true law and prophet. Mohammed, son of Saood, and his fol- 


lowers, accepted his teaching, and agreed to kill everybody who 
did not do the like. So Mohammed, son of Saood, went down to 
Riadth and attacked the place, and continued fighting there for 
about 30 years; and he slew Debam, son of Dawass, of the tribe 
of Douneser, chief of Riadth, and took possession of his city, 
slaying also many others who would not believe. ‘Those who 
escaped fled the country, and Mohammed, son of Saood, then went 
down upon Al-Ahsa, cpio a great number of the tribe of the 
Arayer, who inhabited that region. Mohammed, son of Saood, 
had two sous, Abdallah and Abdalazeez. And Abdallah begot 
Torky, and Torky begot Faysul, the present ruler of Nejd, and 
sometimes styled Amir, but more properly Imam. He is now ap- 
proaching 70 years of age, and, though blind, is at once both 
respected and feared by both Bedouins and settled Arabs within 
the circle of his extensive dominions, 

‘rom Abdalazeez above-named came one Saood,* and from him 
Abdallah. It was this Abdalazeez and his son Sacod who ex- 
tended the Wahabee dominions until they embraced nearly the 
whole of the peninsula of Arabia, including the holy cities of 
Mecca and Medina, but not including Yaman or the Hadramaut. 





Subsequently, and after protracted resistance, the Wahabees were 
overcome by Ibrahim, Pasha of Egypt. Saood dying, Abdallah, 
together with his brother Khaulid, were carried prisoners to Con- 
stantinople. Ibrahim Pasha then destroyed the old Wahabee 
capital, pee aah and levied a tribute on the Wahabee power. 
_A\t the first rise of the Wahabee sect the family of Abdal 
Wahab were associated in power and authority with the family of 
Ben Saood—the former holding spiritual sway, and the latter tem- 





* Sacod was about to conquer Yerflen when be was recalled to his capital by the 
news of his father’s déath, 
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ral. This double form of government has, however, passed 
sake  Abdal Wahab had three descendants—Sheikh Mahomed, 
Sheikh Hassan, and Abdal Rahman: the last named is now about 
90 years of age, resides in a retired manner on his own estate 
near Kiadth, and is the sole living representative of the family of 
Abd-al-W ahab, 7 | 

Faysul, the descendant of Ben Saood, enjoys the title of Imam, 
or religious leader, He is in all respects absolute in his domi- 
nions. The Cazyship resides in a subordinate family, and thou 
the tenets and practice of the Wahabee sect continue to be the 
severest among all Mohammedans, yet the Imam brooks no pte 
Ts whether from Mollah or from the numerous members of his 
amily. 

Geographically considered, Nejd, as the term implies, means the 
highlands, in the heart of Arabia. So considered, it would include 
the Towaij hills and the Aridh on its eastern frontier, Kharj and 
Howteh on its southern, Arh, Washm, and Kassim on its western 
frontier, and Jubbul Shummur on its northern. 

Politically considered, the present frontiers of Nejd coincide with 
the existing frontiers of the Wahabee Amir, and are as follows :— 
On the west, a line drawn nearly north and south between Hej 
on the one side and the Wadi Dowasser and Hazm-ar-Rajee hills 
on the other, Wadi Dowasser is on the southern extremity of this 

frontier, and Jowf-al-Amar on its northern extremity. 

On the south, Nejd is bounded by the Rob-al-Khali, or Great 
Desert, from the Wadi Dowasser, on its western extremity, to an 
undefined point in the desert towards the Persian Gulf. 

On the east, the Nejd frontier comes down to the Persian Gulf 
from Kowait, on the northern extremity of this line down to Abu- 
thabi. Passing Abuthabi the frontier line keeps a little inland, 
behind the quasi independent maritime Arab settlements on its 
pirate coast, until it reaches Bremy, where the frontier line turns 
oe and runs behind the hills of the Muskat dominions of 


On the north, the frontier line of Nejd stretches from Jowf-al- 
Amar above-named, to the immediate neighbourhood of Kowait, on 
its eastern extremity. | 

The Wahabee power of Nejd within the above limits may be 
considered as a confederation of Arab tribes, whether Bedouin or 
settled, subdued to one autocratic will, and bound together by 
motives of interest and religion, for common defence and for ag- 
rression in common. ‘The tribes so confederated are now noted 

low.* Those residing in the highlands proper of Kassim, 





* Al Amoor, As Sebas, As Sehool, Aul Shaumer, Aul Qiman, Motair, Beraih, 
Harb, Shammar Anayzeh, Aul Marrah, Kahtaun, Ottaibeh, Ad Downszer. 
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Washm, Aridh, ée., and in the adjacent cultivated valleys, are 
mainly settled. But on the wide plains which surround these high- 
lands the Arab is a pastoral wanderer, and from the nature of | 
climate and country will peeve remain so; for instance, on the 
great plains stretching between Kerseit and Riadth the two tribes 
Al Motair and As Sebaa wander during the winter and spring, 
then bring down their produce, whether of wool, rowghun, horses, 
flocks, &e., to Kowait and the shore line, selling as opportunity 
may offer, and taking back with them to their summer haunts 
dates, coffee, a few piece-goods, bamboos for spears, and other ne- 
cessary articles. In passing through a country like Nejad much 
depends on the season of the year. Pass through the highlands in 
winter, and Meds may scarcely meet a Bedouin. You may pass 
through the lower plains in summer with the same result. Return 
to the highlands in summer, and to the lowlands in winter, and you 
may fall in with black tents at all points. 

hose tribes who are under direct confederation of the Amir 
yield him certain revenue, whether in kind, horses, or service, and 
are guaranteed certain assignments, whether of dates, cultivable 
land, or pasturage. But these tribes do not represent all the 
a Saati He has others less close, but still direct, as fol- 
lows :— 

Ist. ‘The tribes of Jubbul Shummur yield him tribute, and expect 
military aid in the hour of need, | 

2ndly. Certain tribes are allowed to graze unmolested by the 
confederate tribes within or near the frontier of Nejd. But if a 
tribe of this class should be attacked by a tribe not under the 
authority of the Amir, the latter would not interfere. 

Srdly. Tribes, such as the large tribe of Dhuffeer, with whom 
the Amir engages on the one ae that they shall not molest the 
confederate tribes, and on the other hand that the confederate tribes 
shall not molest them. | 

4thly. Tribes who are independent within themselves, whose 
chiefs the Amir has not authority to remove, but who nevertheless 

ay him tribute, although they cannot claim protection or aid. 

nder this class fall the Sultan of Muskat, the maritime Arab set- 
tlements of the pirate coasts, and the chieftain of the Bahrein Islands, 
all of whom pay tribute as now noted below.* 

The richest province under the Amir’s rule, and that which boasts 
the most skilled labour, is that of Al-Ahsa, inclusive of Khatif It 
is at Al-Ahsa that the Arab head-dress, the “Cheffiah,” and the 
“ Abbah,” or cloak, are made ; and it is here also that are found by 
far the most extensive date-groves. 





® Saltan of Muska, 


: - = : = = = = = 
6000 dollars; Chief of Rahrein, 4000 dollars: Mariti 
Chief from | "aif 


h to Abuthabi, 12,0060 dollars, 
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The Amir has two military outposts, the one at Bremy, astride 
of the promontory of Mussendom, between the Muskat territories 
and those of the maritime Arabs ; and the other at Al-Hifaf, chief 
town of Al-Ahea, It is said that the military requirements and 
administration of these and other provinces swallow up a large por- 
tion of the revenue ; and it is added that these two military depu- 
ties, who are brothers, wht possibly become independent if the 
rule of Nejd were to devolve on any person less able and less liked 
than Amir Faysul. 

The Amir himself in turn is alleged to pay a tribute of 10,000 
dollars per annum to the Turkish government. He also, it is said, 
sends annually presents of Nejd horses. A deputy comes to Riadth 
annually for these horses and tribute, and it is said that the horses 
which he took back two years ago were so little approved at Con- 
stantinople, that inquiries were made as to the falling off of the 
breeds, The explanation given was, that the demand for fom 
horses from British India is greater than the supply. The Porte 
prohibited the export of horses from Nejd for a period of four 


years. 
trade, Khutif is considered as the most direct 





As regards rt of 
the Nejd dominions Some trade also goes on with Kowit. 
Traffic also, no doubt, finds its way along the various pilgrim 
routes which to Mecea through Nejd, ohethes from Persia or 
Turkish Arabia. The Wahabees receive their coffee—of which 
they drink an immoderate quantity—from Yaman by way of Sanaa 
re Nejran, the Wahabee traders receiving it at the latter point, 
' or at their own frontier of Dowasser. The Arabs of the littoral 
smoke freely, obtaining the tobacco for their nargheel from the 
Persian province of Lar, and that for their popes from Mosul or 
from Yaman, by sea. In the interior smoking is strictly prohibited, 
as is alzo the wearing of silk, and swearing. A Bedoum or other 
Wahabee found smoking would be killed. An amusing story was 
related to me "rancor of a man who complained to the Amir’s 
son that one of his neighbours smoked. “How do you know it?” 
asked the Amir. “I smelt it,” replied the man. “Then you 
entered your neighbour's private apartment,” rejoined the Amir, 
“No,” said the man; “I just put the tip of my nose in.” Where- 
upon the Amir ordered the executioner to snip off the tip of the 
complainant's nose, so as to save it from the temptation of sniffing 
in another man’s harem for the future. 

Ido not find that a man of the Wahabee confederation would 
object to marriage with a woman from a tribe other than Wahabee, 
A settled Arab, whether Wahabee or otherwise, would probably 
te to his daughter marrying gp He foo this not on sista 
of religious or tribal prejudices, but from disinclination to subject 
his aout to Bedonin life > ; 
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There seems to be a good deal of quiet fun going on under the 
strict and fanatical exterior of the Wahabees. They are warlike 
Mohammedan Quakers, The tribes to the northward are much 
freer in their ideas, or no ideas. A Mollah from Wahabee went 
to convert some of the Aneyzeh tribes. He pointed out to them 
that those who pray and fast go to heaven ; while those who neglect 
these pious offices goto hell. He reminded them that they neg- 
lected both the ete er and fast. “Good,” said an old Aisenek: 
“* But who is the Vukeel for getting into heaven?” “The Pro- 
phet Mohammed,” replied the Mollah. “ And do you suppose,” 
asked the chief, “that when he sees us Aneyzeh coming on our 
thorough-bred horses, he wont be very glad to open the door and 
let us im ?.” 

Note on the Selaib Tribe. 


A few miscellaneous remarks on the Selabah or Selaib tribe, based 
on information collected among themselves, may be interesting, 

The caste is called Seleb or Selaib, because on certain festivals, 
and particularly on occasions of marriage and cireumcision, they fix 
a wooden cross, dressed in red cloth and adorned at the top with 
feathers, at the door of the person married or circumcised. At 
this signal the people collect and dance round the cross, The 
have a particular dance. The beg Bt stand opposite their 
female partners, each advances, and youth slightly kisses the 
shoulder of the maiden: anything like touch of the hand or waist 
is out of etiquette. 

The word Seleeb means a cross. But some of the caste derive 
their name from As-Solb-Al-Arab, i. «, from the back of the Arabs 
—meaning to assert that they are pure descendants of aboriginal] 
Arabs, The Mohammedans, on the other hand, stigmatize them 
a3 outcastes. ‘The tradition is that, when Nimrod was about to 
east Abraham into the fire, some angels appeared and protected 
him, Eblis or Satan then made his appearance and pointed out to 
the bystanders that if some one onl id only commit a shameful 
crime, the angels would be obliged to depart, and thus Abraham 
would be left unprotected. ee this one of the Arabs lay with 
his own mother, and forthwith the angels fled. Upon this the 
angel Gabriel came to the rescue, and changed the spot where the 
fire was kindled into a garden. The descendants of the man who 
lay with his mother were, thenceforward, called AsSelaib. 

The Selaib who have emigrated into Nejd and other Moham- 
medan settlements conform outwardly to the religious rites and 
ceremonies of the dominant creed. But in their own tents, or when 

*, they do not so conform. 
_ No intermarriage takes plac? between the Selaib and the Arabs. 
Even a Bedouin will not stop to plunder a Selaib, nor to revenge a 


* * 
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blood feud against him. The Selaib ee ortsemen. .They 
live largely on deer’s flesh, and wear a long shirt 0 deerskin coming 
down to t rate Their cornea diet ity 1s ae — i 
procurable; but they will eat anything. They tend their sheep an 
camels, wander gadomatp ausings sich months of the yea cam 
for the remainder seek some town or village where to exchange 
their one for necessaries of life. Their tents are black, of 
roat's hair, and are pitched separate from those of the Arabs. The 
laib are filthy in appearance; but the Arabs confess that, in 
es of features, the Sel ib women are the most beautiful among 


“Mm. 

Forty days after birth a child must be washed, being dipped 
seven times in water. | 

Marriage is contracted by mutual consent of the parties, The 
assent of the father, or failing him, of the nearest of bin, must also 
be obtained, The father of the girl receives some sort of payment, 
according to the ability of the bridegroom, The parties go before 
a mollah, or an elder of the tribe, who asks them three several 
times if they freely consent to the union. The parties replying in 
the affirmative, the mollah takes his fee, and ¢ y cohabit. The 
neighbours then collect at the tent, sheep are killed for them, and 
they dance. ‘The only invitation is the sign of the cross fixed 
outside the tent, 

The Selaib wash their dead, cover the body with a white shroud, 
and inter it witha prayer, Failing a white shroud, they use a new 
shirt of deer-skin. 

They profess to reverence Mecca, but state that their own proper 
place of pilgrimage is Haran, in Irak or Mesopotamia, They say 
also that their principal people have some psalms and other books 
written in Chaldean or Assyrian. They respect the Polar star, 
which they call Jah, as the one Gerecvenbls point which directs all 
travellers by sea and land. 'They reverence also a star in the con- 
stellation, called Jeddy, corresponding with Aries. In adoring 
either of these heavenly bodies the Selaib stands with his face 
towards it, and stretches out his arms so as to represent a cross 
with his own body. They believe in one God. Some of them 
pretend to believe in Mohammed. Others deny the prophet, but 
trust in certain intermediate beings, who are called the confidants 
of God. They pray three times a day: first, as the sun rises, so as 
to finish ne pare just when the entire disc is above the horizon: 
secondly, re the sun begins to decline from the meridian » and 
thirdly, so as to finish the prayer as the sun sets. It is asserted, 
however, that the Selaib of Haran have pure forms of prayer, in 
the Assyrian or Chaldean. They fast three timesa year: for thirty 
days in Ramadan; for four or seve days in Shaban, and for five 
or nine days in a summer month. They are peaceful, and are un- 
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disturbed by the Arabs, who hold them below ae! They are 
markedly hospitable, like all people who have no ing to give. 
They assert themselves to be a tribe of the Sabians emigrated to 
Neil. The Mohammedans deny this. The Selaib eat carrion 
and profess themselves to be the chosen people of God, who pay no 
tribute or tax, since no one will deign to receive it from them. 
Ihave not as yet come on any people practising sun or fire 
worship. It is xagoaly asserted, however, that persons of these 
religions are to be found in the direction of Al-Yemamah. Some 
of the Arabs bear names obviously derived from the old astronomical 
religion, viz., Budhr (Moon), Shums (Sun), Zohra (Venus), &e, 


There are two sources of confusion in the statement of distances 
in Arabia :— | , | 

Ist. A man who rides post tells you the distance in day's journey, 
according to his rate of travelling. ‘The caravan traveller does the 
same. For instance, a courier tell you it is two days’ journey from 
Khutif to Al-Hifif, and four days" from Al-Hifaf to Riadth. A 
caravan-man, on the other hand, would say four days to Al-Hufaf, 
and seven to Riadth, | 

2nd. The second source of confusion results from the distance 
bare meee to the nearest boundary of a district, instead of to 
its chief town: for instance, in going from Bunder Abbass to 
Minow, the people’ tell you that the distance is twelve fursacks - 
and when you cover that distance, the guide points to a small 
watercourse as the beginning of Minow, being, in fact, the first land 
watered from the Minow river. The town of Minow itself is three 
fursacks further on. 








XVI.—On the New Settlement in Rockingham Bay, and advance 
of Colonization over North-Eastern Australia; including Mr: 
J. E. Dalrymple's report on his Journey from Rockingham 
Bay to the Valley of Lagoons, Documents forwarded by Sir 
G. F. Bowes, Governor of Queensland. 

Communicated by the Conowran Ovrice, 
Fead, November 27, 1865, 

In a despatch to the late Duke of Newcastle, Sir George Bowon 

writes as follows on the subject of the new settlements in North- 

Eastern Australia : — 

I have the honour to transmit herewith copies of a private letter 
addressed to me by Mr. Arthur Jervoise Scott, Fellow of All Souls 
College, Oxford, giving an interesting description of the founda- 
tion of a new settlement in Bort Hinchinbrook, at the southern 
end of Rockinghanf Bay. This is the site and harbour selected by 
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myself, in conjunction with the late lamented Commodore Burnett, 
on our return voyage from Cape York in H.M.S. Pioneer, in 
1862, and afterwards in 1863 surveyed and strongly recom- 
mended by Captain Richards, n.x., then commanding H.MLS, 
Hecate, and now the Hydrographer to the Admiralty, 

The official report of the Commissioner of Crown Lands, who 
accompanied the expedition, fully confirmed the remarks of Mr. 
Scott. The new settlement, to which a considerable number of persons 
have already proceeded, has been proclaimed as a port of entry and 
clearance, and a police magistrate and subcollector of customs have 
been appointed shiers As the harbour is one of the best on the 
eastern coast of Australia, it will at once become the outlet for the 
pastoral settlements which have already overspread the northern 
portion of the Kennedy district, as well as portions of the districts 
of Cook and Burke. A paper which I enclose shows that our 
penser ~ Squatters “ have already occupied the banks of the River 
Lynd, which flows into the Gulf of Carpentaria, They are also 
fast pushing forward along the banks of the River Flinders, and it 
is @X | that there will be stations on the shores of the Gulf 
itself within the next 12 months. 

It will be seen that, as in all other instances of colonization 
among savage races, occasional loss of life is inevitable among the 
first settlers in each new district in Queensland. But this very 
fact lends to the efforts of our pastoral adventurers a tinge of 

nger which is of itself fascinating to many minds. As I 
remarked once before, there is something almost sublime in the 
steady, silent flow of pastoral settlement over North-Eastern Aus- 
tralia, Although it is difficult to ascertain exactly what Tes 
may have been made at the end of each week and month, still iat 
the close of every year we find that the margin of Christianity and 
of civilization has been pushed forward by nearly 200 miles. When 
T assumed office as first Governor of this colony, in December, 
1859, Rockhampton, on the River Fitzroy, was the furthest town- 
ship towards the north. Already in Apel 1864, there are inland 
stations nearly 800 miles beyond Rockhampton by the nearest 
read, Again, just three years ago, in April 1861, the first white 
men landed at Port Denison in Edgecum Bay, where a flourish- 
ing township has already sprung up, with its mayor and corpora- 
i a stores, shipping, and even its cricket and boating 

ii | 

It is expected that the progress of the new township at Rocki 
ham Bay will be still more rapid than that of the sieahtn'<t 
Port Denison. Indeed, it is confidently believed by many persons 
that the former, from its excellent harbour, from its central posi- 
tion, and from the vast and rich “ Back country” of which it will 
be the shipping port, will one day become the capital of the new 
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colony, which may probably at no distant period be formed out of 
the northern districts of the existing colony of Queensland. - 


Mr. Scott's Letter on the Foundation of the Settlement at 
ftochingham Bay. 
Port Hinchinbrook, Rockingham Bay, 
February 8, 1864, 

I now send a short account of our expedition to Rockingham 
Bay, where we have been established for about a month We 
started from Port Denison on the 7th of January, in the schooner 
Policeman, owned and commanded by Captain Powell, Our party 
consisted of Mr. Tully, Commissioner of Crown Lands in the 
Northern Kennedy district, Lieutenant Marlow, of the Native 
Police, three black troopers, Mr. G. E. Dalrymple, Mr. Selheim, 
Mr. Farquharson, Mr, Miiller, a market gardener from Port 
Denison, Mr. Dalachy, botanist, myself, and 12 white men, car- 
penters, bushmen, &c., with some supernumeraries for the rotection 
of the settlement, and a black from the tribe on Stradbro e Island, 
Moreton Bay. We had on board, also, ten horses, a dozen sheep, 
a couple of goats, some fowls and dogs. We met with contrary 
winds and sales during the a vart of the voyage; and, con- 

uently, had to put into Cleveland Bay to get grass and water. 
We arrived in Rockingham Bay on the creme of the sixth day, 
the 12th of January, and landed. under Hecate Point, so named by 
Captain Richards, n.~., now eyurearepher tothe Admiralty. The 
next two days we spent in sounding and looking for a suitable land- 
ing-place for the horses, which we found on the sandy beach recom- 
mended by Captain Richards for a town site. The Policeman was 
run in at high Water, with her bowsprit over the sandy , 
_ While she herself lay in the soft clay, of which the bottom of the - 
whole bay seems to be composed; and the horses were all landed 
in safety on dry land. We were more fortunate in this than in 
the embarkation at Port Denison, when we lost our only arene 
horse, which was strangled in the slings. The other horses ed 
in first-rate condition, and seemed none the worse for the trip. 
The next fortnight was spent in a thorough examination of Rock- 
ingham Bay, both by sea and land. Wee shifted our camp about 
4 mile from our first landing-place, and I think we have now found 
the best place for the settlement. In choosing the exact site it was 
an embarras de richesses, for the gravelly ridge on which we now 
are extends for about 24 miles, the whole of it being suitable for a 
township ; while in Port Hinchinbrook there are several localities 
which would serve our purpose. We were therefore guided in our 
selection by the probable coupse of the road from the interior and 
by the most convanient supply of water. The water at present is 
= Ee a everywhere, coud several small streams, apparently per- 
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manent, flow down from the ranges immediately behind the town 
site; some of these appear to find their way to sea under the 
porous soil; for, sinking anywhere in the beach, we come to excel- 
ent fresh water a few inches below the surface, and we drew our 
supply for the camp from a barrel sunk in the sand, just below high- 
Me. Tally b surveyed a fi f th hi 
. Tully has ed a few sections of the pr townshi 

a plan of which, I believe, he has forwarded to the sovernment for 
their approval. The site is on the mainland, about 24 miles south- 
west of Hecate Point. ret ships can lie at anchor about a mile 
off, while vessels of a light dr ught can come close in. The rise 
and fall is at least 12 feet at spring tides, and the bottom oefe3 of 
soft blue clay, any vessel can lie within a few yards of the shore 
without the slightest danger. . The bay is perfectly sheltered by 
Hinchinbrook and Goold Islands from the prevailing winds from 
the south-east, while Dunk Island, the Family Group of islets, 
and numerous shoals, prevent any great sea from the north-east. 
Should a storm come from that quarter a vessel could run in a few 
minutes into Port Hinchinbrook, where-she would be perfectly 
sheltered on all sides. Altogether I believe this will prove to be 
the best harbour in Queensland; and the Great Eastern herself 
could lie off Hecate Point or in any part of Port Hinchinbrook, 
the deep water in which extends for several miles to the southward, 

The ridges on which the township will stand are of a coarse 
quartzose sand, perfectly dry in any weather. We have had a 
week's heavy rain, and at this moment they are as dry as they 
were before it fell. Abundance of timber suitable for building is 
to be procured close to the town, principally consisting of melaleuca 
(tea-tree), Brigalme, and a species of “ stringy-bark” called by the 
* bushmen Messmate, and which splits into excellent slabs. 

A few days after our arrival, a small cutter, belonging to 
Mathews, of Port Denison, came in: the crew have been busy ever 
since they arrived in splitting slabs. The men express great satis- 
faction with the timber, and say that it is unequalled in any part of 
the coast-country of Northern Queensland that they have yet seen. 

The grass im the immediate neighbourhood of the town is coarse, 
and it would be called third-class pastoral country ; but under the 
ranges there are patches of good country quite sufficient to feed any 
amount of stock required for the settlement. - | 

The climate appears much the same as that of Port Denison, 
and we get the came sea-breeze. I euppose from the latitude that 
the thermometer is a little higher; but the heat is not oppressive, 
and we have the great advantage of being almost entirely fr ee from 
mosquitoes and sand-flies. We areeall of us now sleeping without 
Mosquito curtains. | ‘ 

For the growth of tropical produce we have the authority of Mr. 
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Hill, the director of the Botanic Gardens at Brisbane, that the 
country.in this vicinity cannot be surpassed. Mr, Dalachy, the 
botanist sent up with the expedition by Dr. Miller, of Melbourne, 
endorses this opinion, He has discovered a great number of new 
plants already, of which he will forward specimens to Dr. Miller, 
and among them are two new fruits, : 

Mr. Dalrymple and Lieut. Marlow started a few days ago to 
explore the road to the interior. They were absent four days and 
discovered a p DO gap, through which they arrived at the » of 
the range. The road will probably pass through the range about 
20 miles to the southward of the gap, at the heads of the river 
Mackay, which we discovered on our last expedition, about nine 
months ago, There are no swamps of an consequence to pass, 
and the range, though steep, is sound and ‘free from stones. A 
considerable amount of jungle will have to be cut through, and 
Mr. Dalrymple will proceed in a few days with a party of seven or 
eight men to cut a passage, Had poor Kennedy only landed 
where we did, instead of at Tam O’Shanter’s Point, 25 miles to 
the northward, the lamentable tale of his expedition would never 
have been written. From the top of a small range near the town 
we can see the country in which he was struggling for two months, 
and it appears a succession of lagoons, swamps, and mangrove flats, 
extending for 20 miles. The serubs seem to abound sett wild 
bananas ; and Mr, Dalrymple, while amongst the ranges, came on 
some small plains covered with them. Amongst the bananas a 
great number of wide native tracks reminded him of the approaches 
to a village in Ceylon. The fruit is now ripe; it is smaller than 
that of most of the cultivated varieties, and full of seeds, and seems 
to form a great portion of the food of the blacks, 

The blacks are very numerous, both on the mainland and the 
islands, so much so, that it would be the height of imprudence to 
let them into the settlement for some time. They came off 
to the Policeman in their canoes, and we also had an interview 
with them on the mainland, by means of Morrill (the shipwrecked 
sailor, who had lived among the natives for so many years), and 
who, though he did not speak exactly the same dialect, was able 
to understand them. We explained to them that we were come to 
take possession of a certain portion of the coast, and that they 
should be undisturbed in the remainder. The fact of “occupy 
their country is at once a declaration of war with the blacks ee 
as we shall soon be but a very few men in the settlement, it would 
only lead to great loss of life on both sides to admit them pre- 
maturely. They have the largest ene and shields I have yet 
seen in Australia, and only powerful men could wield such wea- 
pons. Lieut. Marlow is a very active and energetic = and 

on 
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has been of the greatest assistance to us; and we must also 
acknowledge the great courtesy of Mr. Tully, who has given us 
i! aid of his professional knowledge in surveying and choosing 

e site. | 

We have now got up a small iron store and temporary tent of 
saplings and iron, and we are erecting acottage of timber. I shall 
be left here for some time with seven or eight men, while Mr. 
Dalrymple is away exploring the road into the interior; but, 
I believe, we shall 4 perfectly safe, as with the blacks it is omne 
ignotum pro terribili ; and they will not know our weakness till we 
obtain reinforcements by sea and land. A number of people are 
only waiting for a favourable report from us to come up at once 
from Port Denison: and, I believe, in a few months the settlement 
will have attained a respectable size. 

Myall Downs, Lynd River. 

The following is an extract from a letter addressed to the editor 
of the ‘ Northern Argus’ :— 

After leaving the River Burdekin by the Valley Road, a branch 
of which crosses the range bounding the Kennedy district, you 
reach Mr. John M‘Kinnon’s sheep station on the Lynd River. ‘The 
sheep here look in first-rate order, and have had capital lambings, 
I enclose a sample of the wool off their backs, which I think proves 
beyond all doubt that Northern Queensland can and will produce 
staple equal to any poe on the famed Darling Downs. We are 
very fortunate in having plenty of every kind of salt herbs, 
without which we could not manage, | 

Mr. Donald M*Donald, from South Australia, has formed a 
sheep camp west of Mr, M‘Kinnon’s about sixteen miles, on the 
Copperfield River, which is a branch of the Lynd. His sheep have 
been up two months, and look remarkably well. A herd of cattle 
is now on the road up for this station. 

Mr. Collomgs, from New England, has a cattle station east of 
the Lynd River. Messrs. M‘Donald and Bell, of Port Denison, 
have also a fine cattle station on the east bank of the Lynd; they 
have been up about twelve months, and are in splendid condition. 
A Mr. Robertson is the manager. 

Messrs, G. B. and S. Yeates have formed a sheep and cattle 
station on the west side of Lynd River, called Myall Downs, 
junction of the rivers Copperfield and Lynd, at Gilbert Range. 
This makes the sum total of pioneer squatters in this part of 
_ Queensland. Any amount of runs are ready for squatters north 

and west. Cartage and labour are the present drawbacks, A port at 

Rockingham at or Trinity Bay saad: open up this country rapidly, 
At present we look to a township on the Upper Burdekin from 
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which to get our stores—a second Dalby. Here is an opening for 
some Maitland carriers to fetch bullock teams over; the carriage 
is 301 a ton per 100 miles. 

The climate is delightfully cool. I send you a table of the 
thermometer for some Saya in January and this month. Water, it 


is said, boils at 209 degrees. This place is 1630 feet above 
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On the 50th of January (Saturday), a report reached Yeates" 
Station that Mr. Donald M‘Donald had been murdered by the 
blacks on the previous Wednesday, and a party was immediately 
formed to go in search of him, and arrived at his camp about 
2 o'clock p.m. the same day. Upon examination we found nothing 
had been touched, We put Mr. Robertson’s black boy Davy on 
the blacks’ trail, whose number appeared to be about seven, and 
ran it over soft ground on from the camp to the west bank of the 
Copperfield River, half a mile south from the camp. As the grass 
ee been burnt we could have tracked a mouse. Further on we 
could see the tracks of boots, which, from the strides, had evidently 
been running close to the bank, making for the camp. The tracks 
of the blacks followed, though at some distance from each other. 
At last we came upon Mr. M‘Donald’s body lying on its face with 
a four-pronged spear in the breast and several wounds about his 
body. Another hundred yards would have saved him by bringing 
him in sight of his camp; the ravines and intervening bivood . 
prevented his making a straight course, another cause of his 
destruction, A hundred yards nearer the camp lay deceased's 
sheep-log, speared to the heart. So we read the funeral service 
over M-Donald, buried him, and fenced the grave in as well as we 
om The sheep we found all right ; they had not been interfered 
with. a : 
Statement of “Mr. M‘Donald’s son, a young lad :—* Last 
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Wednesday my father went after the sheep, and it being a wet 
morning he took his coat, but left his rifle behind, which he usually 
took with him. Myself and two sisters and father were the only 
persons here; have been up now about eight weeks. At about 

o'clock on Wednesday heard cries and shouting about 400 yards 
up the river. At first [ thought my brother John had arrived 
with the cattle, Before dark I took a gun and went up to look for 
father, but saw nothing of him. ‘The sheep came home. On 
Thursday morning I got up the horses. My sister went out and 
found our dog speared in the side. We then thought the blacks 
had killed father, and started for Mr, M‘Kinnon’s station, Having 
no road or “blaze" to our camp, we went a long way out of the 
proper direction—were out all night. Arrived at M‘Kinnon’s 
on Friday afternoon, when four contractors started at once for 
Mr. Robertson's and Yeates’ stations, a distance of 30 miles on 
the war trail. 

“Sunday, January 31st.—Six of the party, including Davy, black 
boy, recovered part of deceased's greatcoat, a par of woollen 
poe The hat, a felt one, was not seen in the rebel’s camp,” 

-hus ends the report of the first murder in this new district. 


Report of Mr. George Elphinstone Dalrymple, on his Journey 
Jrom Rockingham Bay to the Valley of Lagoons. 

In a more recent despatch to Mr. Cardwell, dated August 2, 
1864, Sir George Bowen communicates the Report of Mr. G, E. 
Dalrymple on his successful journey into the interior from Rocking- 
— Bay to the Valley of Lagoons,* upon which he writes as 

llows :— | 

In continuation of my oan ae of Sth April last, and of 
tla communications on the same subject, I have now the 

onour to transmit a very interesting Report from Mr. Georce 
Elphinstone Dalrymple,t giving further information ed aha the 
new settlement at Port Hinchinbrook, in Rockingham 7; which 
I have caused to be named “ Cardwell.” | 

The discovery of a practicable dray road from this excellent 
harbour into the interior, over the range of mountains which here 
runs nearly parallel to the coast, is a fact of much importance. 
Cardwell will at once become the shipping port, not only of the 
whole district of North Kennedy, but of a large portion of the 
districts of Cook and Burke, which are being rapidly occupied by: 
our pastoral settlers, The Chief Commissioner of Crown Tile 


i ® For an account a & previous Seth eet to Spas nroed between 

ese two places, see Mr. Scott's com moteation in the * Proceedings of the Royal 

big yer mag ore » vol, Vill. p, 110, ai piel 
t Brother to Sir ames Elphinstone Dalrymple, Bart., M.P, for Portsmouth. 
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has informed me that our pioneer squatters are already within 
about 100 miles of the head of the Gulf of Carpentaria, for he has 
just issued a licence toa gentleman named Henning to occupy the 
rich open plains on the fanks of the river Flinders, surrounding 
the isolated castle-like hill named “ Fort Bowen” by the explorer, 
Mr. Landsborough. (See Stanford's new map of Bwstzelia, pub- 
lished in 1863.) 

I requested Commander the Honourable John Carnegie, B.N., 
“to visit the new settlement at Rockingham Bay on his voyage to 
Cape York in H.MLS. Ralindaden< Rewer communication by 
merchant steamers will be established almost immediately between 
Cardwell, Brisbane, and Sydney. 

I forward an additional copy of the enclosed Report for trans- 
mission (with your approval) to the Royal Shes th japon Society, in 
continuation of the many valuable papers which that body has 
already received from Mr. Deny That gentleman has been 
mainly instrumental in opening the two new harbours of Port 
Denison and Cardwell, and in exploring the great district of 
Kennedy, which embraces an area larger than that of England, 
the whole of which has been occupied during the last three years 
by the flocks and herds of our settlers, As myself a Life-Fellow, 
I hope that the society may elect Mr. Dalrymple to be a Corres- 
pondmg Member, or may testify in some other appropriate manner 
its sense of the important services which he has rendered te the 
cause of geographical research, and of British colonisation. 

Brisbane, August 1, 1864. 

To His Excellency Sir George Ferguson Bowen, £.a.c.u.a., &c. &c. &e. 
Srr,—I do myself the honour to inform your Excellency that I 
have succeeded in discovering and opening a practicable dray-road 
from Rockingham Bay to the interior at the Valley of Lagoons, 
and have, in conjunction with my er, Mr. A. J. Scott, estab- 
lished a new settlement in connection therewith, on the shores of 
Port Hinchinbrook, in Rockingham Bay. +a 

Being myself poe satisfied of the possibility of finding a 
road, and being also of opinion that my labours would be much 
curtailed by the establishment of a safe basis of operations on the 
seaboard, and by a general view of the whole face of the coast 
ranges from the entrance to Rockingham Bay—so as to enable me 
to detect a spot where a pass might with the greatest ease be obtained 
on to the table-land—we determined to proceed by sea, with a full 
equipment for the purpose, to a settlement on these waters, 
and to endeavour to force a passage thence to the interior. : 

We therefore chartered at Port Denison the schooner Policeman 
(master and owner, Walter’ Powell), and on the 12th January, 
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1864, shipped horses, sheep, stores, materials for building, &e., and 


for sea. 

Uur party numbered 20 souls, amongst whom were:—Mr, Arthur 
J. Scott, M r. Tully, c.c.t., Lieutenant Marlow (Queensland native 
police), Mr. Selheim (squatter), Mr. George M. Farquharson (of 
Frevesoanld, in Aberdeenshire), Mr, Dallachy (a botanist, sent to 
accompany me by Dr. Miiller, of Melbourne), James Morrill 
(17 years with the aborigines, as ret ae J. Morrissey (hotel-— 
keeper), T. F. Milne (storekeeper), Wilhelm Peters (carpenter), 
Walter Butler, E. Kerr, R. Ewart, &c. &e. 

On the 15th of January the Policeman, with our small cutter, 
the Heather Bell, of 3 tons, in tow, was at length clear of Port 
Denison Heads, whence we experienced a most tedious and uncom- 
fortable passage to the northward, having to live on deck under a 
burning sun, and exposed to heavy squalls of wind and ee 
rain, alternating with light and contrary winds; the vessel crowd« 
beyond its capacity with men, horses, and cargo. 

On the 18th January, we brought up under the high land of 
the west side of Cape Cleveland, and went on shore for water and 
grass, both of which we obtained behind a sandy beach 14 mile 
inside the cape, at a spot which I had visited on my expedition in 
the Spitfire in 1860, | 

A fair wind coming up from the south-east during the night, on 
the morning of the 19th we passed the Palm Islands on our port 
beam, and sighted the lofty rugged masses of Hinchinbrook Island 
to the north-north-west, its summits shrouded in clouds, 

As we ran down its eastern side before the fresh south-easter 
the clouds rose majestically from the extraordinary jagged peaks 
and pinnacles, which towered high above us to the height of 2500 
feet sheer out of the ocean, in bluffs and precipices of oy Same 
rock—the deep fissures and res furrowing their sides right 
down to the rock-bound shore, Sasha by the ever-restless surge of 
the Pacific, being frequently clothed with picturesque groups of 
pines (Araucaria Cookii), dense scrubs, and forest trees. 

Towards the north end of the island, the mountains descend in 
more regular slopes, clothed with open forest from the sandy 
beach to their summits; Mount Bowen, Mount Burnett, and 
paount Pitt again rising to an elevation of from 2000 to 2300 


Passing rapidly the ls rocky headland of Cape Sandwich— 

which is connected with the mainland of Hinchinbrook Island by 

a low spit of desert sand-hills—we passed between the long, low, 

rocky, pine-clad Brook Islands on our starboard side, and the 

— ; lad peak of Goold Island, 1375 feet in height, on our port 
ith, ' 
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Keeping away westerly, close under the northern declivity—the 
whole of Rockingham Bay broke suddenly upon our view, backed 
by its imposing continuous blue lofty ranges of mountains of from 
3900 to 4000 feet elevation—rising abruptly from a level forest- 
clad low colntry, from which numerous smokes of bush fires of the 
natives curled upwards into the clear blue sky. | 

These ranges met the lofty mass of Hinchinbrook to the south- 
east and eastward, and stretched far away into the northern 
horizon. The field of our labours was before us; but this unbroken 
mountain wall seemed to cut off all communication with the interior 
from the immediate neighbourhood of the port. 

We anchored about 14 mile inside Heeate Point, in 4 fathoms, 
mud. Some blacks came off in three small bark canoes, two 
persons in each; but we did not encourage them to come along- 
side, and they left and went across to Hinchinbrook Island. 

On the morning of the 20th we landed opposite our anchorage 
on the mainland, at the spot reported upon by Captain Richards, 
of H.M.S. Hecate, as being suitable for a town site; but finding 
the water shoaly for some distance from the beach, and the forest 
rather dense, we determined to examine the entire shores of the 
port before deciding upon the precise place for settlement. 

We therefore made sail on the schooner and stood down Port 
Hinchinbrook (which connects Rockingham and Halifax Bays), 
carrying soundings of from 7 to 12 fathoms for 10 miles to where 
we anchored. 

On the 21st, having found by exploration in the Heather Bell, 
that the whole shores of the passage south of our anchorage were 
ole immense mangrove flat, intersected by saltwater creeks, none 
of which reach the sound country behind, we weighed and stood 
up the passage, examining the coast as we proceeded, and were 
much disappointed in not finding a single spot in the finest ye of 
the harbour which was not either covered or surrounded with 
groves and swamp—auntil we returned to Captain Richards’ -site, 
where we determined to fix our camp at the most open spot at the 
north-west end of the Two-mile Beach, and off which we anchored. 

coming up the harbour a number of aborigines were seen 
on a small sandy beach. 1 therefore went with a ba in the 
ship's boat, with James Morrill, the interpreter. The blacks came 
out some way into the water to meet us; a number of others lay 
in wait in the bushes, | 

They asked for tomakawks, &c., and seemed much astonished 
that Morrill could converse with them—if not exactly in their own 
dialect, yet so as to be perfectly understood, — | 

I asked them if there was not a river behind the range (one I 
had seen on my expedition last year), and where it ran into the sea ; 
but they most positively denied, over and over again, that any 
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such river existed. I then asked them where the easiest track 
existed through the ranges, as I wished to go over to the great 
river, Maal Maal, or Burdekin (pointing in that direction), but 
they stated with much animation that there was no way through 
the ranges, and that they went far away (pointing to the north 
west), and there crossed, and would take me that way themzelves! 
—an arrangement which I did not exactly appreciate, considering 
the smallness of my party, and the hostility shown by these very 
blacks to the unfortunate Kennedy and his companions—not to 
mention that right behind them, and only a few miles off, I saw a 
splendid gap, by which I had determined to endeavour to penetrate 
to the interior ; and therefore felt perfectly certain that these cunning 
savages Were answering every question by a falsehood for their own 


Wu ‘ 
i 7 hey were lgrge muscular men, with bullet-shaped heads and a 
ferocious, cunning, and repulsive cast of features, 

Seeing that to admit any of these people to our new settlement 
would be to allow a multitude of armed savages to have the chance 
of watching and harassing, and endangering, at any weak moment, 
a small isolated camp of settlers in a densely wooded country, 
some of whom would require to be out in the bush splitting and 
sawing timber without any protection, I told them, through Morrill, 
that we had come to take ion of the coast from a point on 
the north-west shore of the bay to a point opposite Haycock Island, 
and that we were going to settle there and possess it. 

They said, “ they hoped we were not going to war with them.” 
I replied, “ No: that we did not wish to hurt them, but that we 
wished to be left alone; that if they would keep off and not molest 
us, we would not injure or interfere with them in any way.’ They 
seemed to understand this ultimatum, and retired slowly into the 
mangroves; Morrill having explained it to them -over and over 
—o and told them to inform the neighbouring tribes accord- 
ingly. 

had obtained the services of Morrill from your Excellency’s 
Government for the purpose of, if possible, coming to an amicable 
understanding with these people, Saving always been of opinion 
that hostility and bloodshed frequently occur between the wild 
blacks and white settlers at the outset of their intercourse, from 
perfect ignorance on the part of the former as to what the white 
men require of them—* Thou shalt not steal,” and “Thou shalt 
do no murder,” having always required heretofore to be taught 
them by the rifle and revolver. 

* It was with great regret that we found it impossible to find a 
site for settlement on the shores of the inner harbour further to 
yes southward; however, that selected is one of the finest in 

pustralia, 
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Port Hinchinbrook is a perfectly land-locked harbour of 25 
miles in length by 2 in Bead carrying soundings of from 4 to 
to 12 fathoms at deail low-water spring-tides, and I feel very con- 
fident that an entrance will be discovered from Halifax Bay, close 
under the high land of Hinchinbrook, through the bar reported to 
exist there by Captain Blackwood of H.MLS. Filly. 

Such bars along the north-east coast of Australia are formed by 
the south-east Trade meeting the currents of rivers or tidal estuaries 
throwing up banks to windward, but almost invariably with an 
available channel to the northward, as at the mouths of the Bris- 
bane, Fitzroy, Burdekin, and other minor streams and outlets of 

The lofty | aoe of Hinchinbrook on the eastern, and the moun- 
tain chain of the mainland on the western side, completely shelter 
this beautiful harbour from all winds, and render it the most grand! 
picturesque as well as one of the finest of the Australian ports. It 
1s, in fact, mferior to Sydney only in pomt of wharfage, vessels 
+ unfortunately bane unable to approach within a quarter of a mile 
of any portion of the mainland. 

The northern entrance to the port is completely sheltered by 
Dunk Island, the Family and Goold islands, and banks, throug! 
which a broad passage of 34 fathoms at low-water springs gives 
easy access from the open sea. 

The site for settlement recommended by Captain Richards, t.w., 
and which we decided upon adopting, is inside and about west- 
south-west from Hecate Point; and here, during the heaviest 
weather experienced since our arrival, and durimg the most stormy 
season of the year, there has been no break whatever on the beach, 
and small boats could ply at all times with perfect safety. Although 
the anchorage for large vessels is some little distance out, yet so 
soft and even is the flat in front of the town, that they can run 
right in at high water, and, lying in perfect safety at low water, 
land cargo on to the beach from the ship's tackles, A jetty, such 
as is proposed at Port Denison, will in due time quite overcome 
this diffulty. 

The site available for the township extends behind 2 miles of 

en sandy beach, destitute of mangroves, and slopes gently back 
Sakon , pia the base of the mountains, which-t ae in aheaka 
and imposing masses behind; and in future years, when the forest 
shall have fallen, and churches, public buildings, streets, ware- 
houses, &e., spread far along the gleaming shore and back to the 
base of the mountains, and the taper spars and black hulls of a 
merchant fleet give life to the now lonely waters of the harbour, 
Australia will hold nothing morg beautiful than the city of Card- 
well and its port. ; : 
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The soil of the town site is a coarse dry gravel, evidently dis- 
integrated granite rock, from the range behind. 

The forest is composed of several varieties of eucalyptus (gums), 
melaleuca (tea-tree), a large tree called messmate, a kind of stringy 
bark, and very valuable for building lel ap bloodwood, white- 
wood, Moreton Bay ash, &e., and some fine large specimens of a 
description of jicus, with dense foliage and white wax-looking 
flowers, with powerful perfume, which latter trees grow on the 
beach, their limbs overhanging the sea. 

Freshwater is obtained anywhere along the beach by digging, 
and is of excellent quality. Also in small running creeks, about 
half a mile from the town, and in a small swamp close to the settle- 
ment; and, I should presume, from the elevation and proximity of 
the ranges, that the supply is permanent. 

On the 22nd of January, we landed our horses, sheep, tents, 
&e., from the Policeman, and formed a cam p at the west end of 
the beach; and on the 26th, having, after a careful examination of 
the locality by land and sea, decided upon the eastern end as the 
site combining proximity to the best anchorage, the soundest and 
most healthy ground, and convenient communication with the 
bable route to the interior, we moved our camp to that place, 
erected an iron store and huts, landed our cargo, and soon had 

he satisfaction of seeing forest trees falling in als divacetane: labs 
being split, clearings made, and this silent wilderness of the north 
awaking suddenly to life and civilisation, 
To the westward of the settlement a fine valley runs up about 
8 miles into the range, and seeing leading spurs deataiiding at its 
head into the low country, I proceeded to explore it for a road, 
accompanied by Lieutenant Marlow (native mounted police), and 
three troopers. 
Passing through rather dense and lofty forest for about 6 miles, 
we entered a very beautiful tract of rich country, of limited extent, 
ly timbered ridges descending from the range into small rich 
plains and forest glades, intersected with many clear running 
stony streams, all joming a small rapid river (which I have hina 
the Marlow), its banks clothed with dense iohy Jungle, a mass of 
creeping vines, palms, &e. At the head of the v ley, where it 
was surrounded by almost an amphitheatre of precipitous moun- 
tains, this river fell from the crest of the range in a fine cascade 
into the woodlands below, 
A broad, hard-beaten path of the blacks led us into this retreat, 
where small verdant plains, bounded and broken by clumps of 
‘vine, jungle, and fig-trees, varied by the fresh, bright green of 
groves or single trees of the wild banana, and the eo 
stems of the Seaforthia elegans palm, half completed the deluzio 
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that we were entering one of the beautiful mountain villages of 
Ceylon or of the islands of the Pacific. 

‘The whole of the open ground of this portion of the floor of the 
valley was dotted with old and recent “ bora” grounds of the blacks, 
where they hold large meetings of their tribes at certain seasons, 
at the full moon, to make warriors of the youths, and have fights 
and “corroborees.” Certainly a more beautiful and picturesque 
site for such wild ceremonies could scarcely be selected. ; 

Over these “bora” grounds the soil was beaten down hard and 
bare over a space of a quarter of an acre, like an oriental thrash- 
ing-floor, and generally surrounded by clusters of small, round- 
topped huts, covered with melaleuca bark. In one of these we 
found some of the shields and wooden swords of the natives—the 
former about 3 feet long by 14 feet broad, and of an oval ehape, 
with a knob in the centre. They are formed of the soft light wood 
of the buttress root of a description of jieus, and are painted in 
blue, black, red, and yellow bands, in a quaint zigzag pattern, 
found on all shields in this part of the colony. 

The sword is formed of a bard and tough wood, like brigalow. 
These swords are about 5 feet long and 6 inches bejadiiaiahaoe 
with a curve, and point like an infantry sword. The handle is 
fined off, and bound with cord and native wax, and is only large 
enough for one hand; and as they are so heavy that few white 
men can raise them at arm’s leaieth, it is difficult to understand 
how they can be in any way an efficient weapon in the hands of 
the Australian sa less they are far more powerful men 
than their more southern brethren, and more so than the generality 
of white men. 

On the 4th of February I ascended the range, and leaving 
Lieutenant Marlow and trooper Norman outside, with troopers 
Warbragen and Archy, cut my way up to the summit, through 
the densest vine and thorn jungle I ever met with, even in the 
East Indies. Besides an undergrowth of smaller thorny bushes, a 
perfect network is formed of cane creepers, of various dimensions, 
covered with hook-shaped thorns, which catch one by the face, back, 
hands, and legs, so that not only were our clothes nearly torn to 
ribbons, but we returned to the outside all scratched and bleeding, 
and our hands and wrists so full of poisonous thorns, that on m 
return to the settlement I was forced to put both hands in 
poultices. 

From the summit of the range I found that the dense scrub 
extended for miles to the westward, without a break, and therefore 
1 returned to the settlement, determined to examine the gap to, 
the southward. 

On the 10th of February P proceeded with Mr; Arthur Scott 
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and my black boy Cockey to examine this gap, which is distant 
10 miles from the settlement, in a southerly direction. 

A blacks’ track or path led us right into the gap, crossing mariy 
swamps behind the mangroves; but I have since made an excellent 
road through sound forest country, along the base of the range. 

We ascended by easy spurs to a hill above the saddle of this 
gap, and thence dincowesea thes it descended by a gorge, full of 
cpa scrub, or rather jungle, into the broad valley of the fine 
river (which I had seen from the western ranges last year, and had 
questioned the blacks about), and on the opposite or western side 
of which the main coast range, sweeping back from its lofty abut- 
ment on the coast of Halifax Bay, trends vhost a west north- 
west, and, finally, westerly direction, on to the nt Lang table- 
land, where by the hills at the head of Great Anthill Creek, Razor- 
back, Mount Lang, and others, it joins the Great East Australian 
Cordilleras, where it forms the watershed of the Burdekin and 
Lynd Rivers. 

From the heads of Separation Creek of Leichhardt, a lofty range 

—in reality a great spur of the main backbone range— sweeps 
round nearly parallel to the coast range, and sending out a branch 
= northern watershed of the Macay River, terminatine in Tam 
YShanter Point, inside Dunk Island), the main mass forms the 
wall-like range of Rockingham Bay, terminating opposite the south 
entrance of the inner passage, called Port Hinchinbrook, in Mount 
Leach, a granitic mass of fully 4000 feet elevation, 

Between Mount Leach ink Mount Arthur Scott (the next most 
lofty mountain of the chain) is the very peculiar depression or ga 
which we had ascended—at once solving the difficulty in my band 
of overcoming the previously éonsidered impassable Rockingham 


- Tan 
; Sea river, which I have had the honour of naming the 
Herbert, after the Colonial Secretary, rises on and traverses the 
eastern slopes of the table-land; and being precipitated over 
the edge of the basalt in a heavy fall (which we have heard dis- 


tinctly 12 miles off) into a de re-like valley between the 
granitic mountains y the great Hookingham Sata the igneous 
rocks of the main coast-range and table-land—as these open out 
towards the coast—winds through the beautiful and rich country 
of the Vale of Herbert, to all appearances running into Halifax 
Bay and the south end of Rockingham Channel, and there assisting 
by its deposits in the formation of the great extent of mud flats and 
mancrove swamps which cumber this end of the harbour. I am of 
- opinion that the sources of the Herbert are identical with the Sepa- 
ration Creek of Leichhardt—more, particularly as for many miles 
of its upper course it forms the boundary between the primary and 
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metamorphic rocks ; and I could discover no other practicable outlet 
for Separation Creek through the northern ranges. 
__ On the 15th of February, accompanied by Mesers. G. M. Farqn- 

harson and R. Ewart, and two black boys, viz., trooper Norman of 
the native police, and my own boy Cockey, from Stradbroke Island, 
Moreton Bay, I left the settlement, with five riding-horses, four 
spare and pack-horses, rations for fourteen days, arms, and other 
oe Baa ct ope ere ar traversed ri 

eeping close to the base of the range, we traversed ridgy open 

forest souniey of messmate, ironbark, bloodwood, gum, a otiee 
trees, crossing many running creeks (with vine scrubs, palms, and 
wild bananas on their banks) running from the range into the 
harbour, and camped under the north side of Mount Leach, and 
between it and Port Hinchinbrook. 

On the 20th of February we continued our course between the 
range and the harbour, our passage being impeded by the rocky 
base of the mountains, furrowed by deep gullies and creeks descend- 
ing right into the mangrove swamps. 

At the south end of Mount Leach we crossed a low scrubby 
range running out from it, and struck to the w.n.w. 

The weather was now and had been for some time very wet, and 
we had great difficulty in making our way across the swamps which 
cover the country between Mount Leach and Halifax Bay. 

In this locality we discovered a new and very gorgeous plant, 
about the size and shape of a small pine-apple, but formed of rich 
deep purple leaves, of the same tint, form, and arrangement as a 
dahlia—the flower being equally solid, but tyliniirical instead of 
round. It grows upon a cane-lhke stem, similar to Vanda ceru- 
fiensis. I could not carry one on this occasion; but doubtless Mr, 
Dallachy bas by this time added this new plant to his valuable 
collection, ? 

Our route lay about 15 miles along the base of Mount Leach 
range, the swamps and scrubs hemming us in on the left and encum- 
bering the whole country. On the west side of the range, however, 
these gave place to extensive rolling plains, with grasses as hich as 
my saddle-bow, but by no means coarse, and the richest red choco- 
late-coloured loam I have seen in Queensland. ‘These plains ex- 
tended on both sides of the River Herbert, the banks of which 
showed 30 to 40 feet of pure mould where cut into by the stream. 

We encountered much difficulty and danger in crossing this 
river, it being broad, rapid, and deep from the flood-waters of the 
recent rains on the table-land ; my horse and Cockey's were rolled 
over by the stream, obliging us to swim for it. I was also in a, 

ition of considerable danger from a tribe of wild blacks, while 
left alone, with my, arms and *ammunition wet, on the far side, 
whilst Cockey was bringing the others across. 
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I made three separate attempts to cross the main coast range on 
to the table-land, without success, over a distance of 20 miles along 
it; but finally crossed it by cutting through a good deal of dense 
vine scrub, and discovered a good spur descending from the range 
into the Vale of Herbert, suitable for a dray-road, about 2() miles 
in a w.N.W. direction from the gap in the Rockingham Bay range, 
between Mount Leach and Mount Arthur Scott, the ‘country 
between being open and sound for a dray-road the whole way along 
the base of the back of the Rockingham range. 

That portion of the main coast range which we ascended has a 
line of ined open, bald, grassy summits for about two miles— 
descending steep, scrubby, and broken into the Vale of Herbert, 
that river winding far below like a silver snake out of the gorges 
of its upland birthplace, through mountain-flanked rich woodlands 
and plains. Further to the eastward it spreads out into the dim 
distant level seaboard of Halifax Bay, with its faint blue line of 
ocean, dotted with the hilly outlines of the Palm Island far to the 
seaward ; all softened and mellowed by the gauze-like summer-heat 
haze of declining day—the setting sunbeams shining deep purple 
on the distant crenelated peaks of Hinchinbrook. and the chains of 
mountains north and south. Most grand and lovely in its scenery 
is this “ Vale of Herbert "—mountains, ks, cliffs, waterfalls, 
forests, plains, and what is seldom met with in Australian scenery, 
the clear waters of a broad running river, adding life, light, and 
beauty to the whole. | 

To the west a shallow valley full of sertb, bounded by a second 
line of low bald hills, still cut us off from the table-land, which 
beyond rolls far away to the westward, until it sinks towards the 
Gulf of Carpentaria to the north, and to the shed of waters towards 
Spencer’s Gulf to the south and west. 

We had to cut our way out through the second scrub, and thence 
steered W. 4 8. to the Valley of Lagoons, 

On the first day we made 20 miles, passing through ridgy, 
sound, forest country, well grassed and watered, and fit for either 
sheep or cattle, and crossing the main head of the Burdekin, 
Coming from the southward, about 12 miles from the range, a 
more northern head overlaps the River Herbert, behind the north 
~ of Sea View Range. ‘The south head overlaps the heads of 

he P 


On be second day I struck Lucy Creek, the feeder of Lake 
Lucy, a fine sheet of water, which I discovered last year, a few 
miles eastward of the junction of Great Anthill Creck with the 
Burdekin. 

A few miles down Lucy Creek it runs through a curious passa, 
or lynn of red conglomerate rock* in which were a few iridistinct 
impressions of fossil-shella. 
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Following the creek down still west by south for about 10 miles, 
we came on rich gum and box flats on its banks, and out upon the 
splendid rich rolling basaltic plains and downs of the Lake Lucy 


This fine country, the commencement of the rich table-land which 
extends far to the west of the Clarke, Lynd, Copperfield, Barkly, 
and Flinders, skirts the shores of Lake Lucy for many miles, and 
is not surpassed by any down country in Queensland, 

The soil is dark, chocolate-coloured, and black, with basaltic 
stones scattered over it, and small patches of scrub; and, like the 
remainder of the table-land as described by Leichhardt, “ finer 
sheep and cattle stations for the squatter cannot exist.” 

On March Ist, crossing the low Psamnite range which divides 
Lake Lucy from the valley of the Burdekin, below Great Anthill 
Creek, we followed down the valley of that river, with its rich 
grass, lofty gum-trees, and lotus-covered lagoons, till the hills on 
either side sweeping backwards, the beautiful open forest-ridges 
oped out in scattered timber, like an English park, upon the 
plains and lakes of Leichhardt’s Valley of Lagoons. 

Herds of short-horned cattle were lying in groups on the wood- 
land ridges, or browsing over the rich pastures with that quiet 
laziness, sure evidence of their thriving condition—their red and 
white flecked sides forming a beautiful contrast to the deep green 
verdure of the country pe blue waters of the lakes. | 

The Burdekin, here a deep swift running stream of about 
20 yards broad, winds down the centre of the plains, destitute of 
river timber, save here and there a dark cluster of casuarine 
(swamp oak) on its ¢ banks. 

Follow ¢ the plain between the left bank of the river and the 
Pelican aks for about two miles, the Valley of Lagoons cattle- 
. station of Messrs. Scott Brothers, Dalrymple and Co., came in 
view ; the paddock-fence encircling, and the cottage and buildings 
crowning a commanding ridge half surrounded by the river, and 
overlooking the whole valley, with its plains, lakes, and wooded 
hills beyond. 

The sheep station is on the basaltic table-land of Leichhardt, 
about six miles south of Mount Lang: the country being elevated 

irly 1000 feet above the Pesicdn iL nkod. and similar in quality 
to Lake Lucy. 

From the centre and most elevated portion of the table-land 
rises the cone of Mount Lang to an elevation of about 4000 feet 
above the sea. : 

It was first ascended by Mr. Arthur Scott and myself last year, 
and we then found it to be the crater of an extinct volcano, thie 
cup being still quite perfect, of about an acre in extent, and con- 
taming the very fichest volcanic soil I have ever seen, suggestive 

VOL. XXXY. P 
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of the possibility of the production of wine-grapes to compete with 
those of southern Europe. 

A large gap is broken out of the south side of the cup, whence, 
doubtless, poured the three streams of lava, which, as described by 
Leichhardt, at no distant date have traversed the table-land in 
distinct lines down into the Valley of Lagoons. 

The lava on these streams is emia », spiked, jagged, and 
hollowed out into deep cauldron-shaped is and fissures, or 
merely ruffled into gentle wavelets on the surface, as though sud- 
denly cooled but yesterday im its headlong irresistible progress, and 
occasionally sprinkled with brilliantly-coloured scoria, 

It is covered with a variety of scrub bushes, bottle-trees, and, in 
places, gigantic eucalypti, aud casuarina, the latter 4 feet through 
the butt. 

From the summit of Mount Lang the view is far extended and 
imposing, from the mountains of Rockingham Bay and Hinehin- 
brook on the east, to the table-top sandstone-hills of the Lynd and 
the distant table-land of the Flinders, Clarke, and Copperfield to 
the weat; and from the lofty Gilbert and Kirchner ranges to the 
matte St down the verdant valley of the Burdekin to the south- 
war * 

Plains run down from Mount Lang to Great Anthill Creek, and 
many clear running creeks carry the cold waters of its living springs 
to the Valley of Lagoons below. 

On the 8th of March I started from the station, on my return 
trip, with the same party and others from the valley, to the number, 
altogether, of twelve white men and four black boys, three bullock- 
aeate> sixty-one working bullocks, sixty-three fat cattle for the 
ecttlement, and eighteen horses. I marked an excellent road to 
Rockingham Bay by a more direct route than that by which I 
went u 

We eee on the crest of the Main Range on the 15th of 
March, where we camped, and commenced cutting a dray-road 
through the scrubs, which are very dense and full of thorny vines, 
“lawyer” palms, and stinging-nettle plants, 

We camped here for three weeks, and could not communicate 
with Rockingham Bay from the flooded state of the River Herbert : 
the men, however, were hard at work all the time making the road. 
The latter was at length cleared for three miles, the drays were 
brought down the range safely, and the passage of the river was at 
length effected by swimming the bullocks and horses, and dragging - 
the drays over with a rope. Two drays were rolled over by the 
force of the current, and six of the party who could not swim, and 
Who had gone over on them, had a narrow escape from being 
washed away. The rest of us rodeeacross stripped, driving the 
spare horses, bullocks, and fat cattle before ws, 
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From the Herbert crossing, the road traverses the valley of that 
river in an B.s3.k, direction for about 18 miles along the base of the 
Ktockingham Ranges, through open forest ridgy country. There 
was more difficulty, however, experienced here in crossing the creeks, 
some of which were scrubby and soft; but good crossings can be 
made with little epte igs 

Here we entered the western side of the singular gorge running 
up to the saddle of the gap between Mount back and Mount 
Arthur Scott. This gorge, being full of scrub, required another 
cutting of about two miles, and the sides of the mountains bei 
steep, the road also required to be cut out of the siding for a con- 
siderable distance, ek and gullies filled up with stones, &c,; in 
fact, a road to be made, not traced and simply cleared of scrub. 

The party had now, however, been living for a month on beef 
and water, without tea, sugar, flour, salt, or tobacco. I therefore 
decided upon going into th @ settlement (now only 13 miles off) 
for supplies and assistance, and having, therefore, cut a bridle-track 
through the scrub, on Sunday, the 24th April, with Messra, 
E. M. Farquharson, Waldron, R_ Morris, and Norman and Cockey, 
black boys, and twenty-six head of fat cattle, we arrived safely at 
the township, to the mutual delight of the townspeople and our- 
selves, neither party having heard of the other for two months, 

_ On calling a meeting of the inhabitants, and representing to them 
that their assistance would open a road at once from the interior 
into the port, or otherwise I must for the present abandon the enter- 
prise, twenty-six men at once cheerfully volunteered their services 
and accompanied me to the gap, and under my direction soon cut 
a good passable road through the scrubs and mountain sidings 
prea the gap, till met by the Valley of Lagoons party fromm tia 
other side. . 

The drays were then brought through and into the settlement in 
safety, and have since returned, crossing the first range with perfect 
safety, with two tons on each dray. They were also accompanied 
by : hands to clear the road and improve the creek crossings 
for the laden drays. | | 

To the energy of the Rockingham Bay volunteers and our own 
men the Government of Queensland entirely owes its present pos- 
session of a magnificent port, now made available for the commerce 
of the interior, and of the revenue to be immediately derived there- 





Lean speak in high terms of the road, and must say that I 
would rather take my drays across both ranges twice than over 


Connor's crossing of the Broad Sound rance once; and with the 
expenditure of about 1000/., it is capable of being made far supe- 
rior to the Darling Downs ranges. | 
The distance from the Valley of Lagoons to the settlement, by 
PZ | 


212 Bowen on the new Settlement in Rockingham Bay, &c. 


the road, is 96 miles; thence roads branch off to the Flinders, 
Lynd, Clarke, Barkly, and down the Burdekin Valley to Port 
Denison; and in a short time the route by the Flinders will be 
extended to a new settlement on the shores of the Gulf of Car- 
pentaria, connecting the Pacific and the Gulf by a road only about 
390 miles long. 

By this journey I have had the gratification of connecting the 
tracks of Kennedy with those of Leichhardt and Gregory, thus 
op te the only missing link of exploration between Cape Otway 
and Cape York on the one hand, and Western Australia with the 
same point on the other; these being again united in various 
directions by the tracks of McKinlay, Walker, Landsborough, and 
McDouall Stuart. 

Stations have already spread down the Flinders by this route to 
within 100 miles of the Gulf, and will soon, by reaching its shores, 
give protection to the telegraphic line to India vid Timor and Java, 
maugurated under your Excellency’s Government, and now rapidly 


ss Se r northwards, 
The tigland table-lands behind Rockingham Bay are of great 
extent, ce och millions of acres of the finest country for the 
: of woo 

_ ‘The scrubs of the ranges, and the rich alluvial flats of the Vale 
of Herbert, and the ailevs penetrating the coast ranges, are un- 
doubtedly the best suited for the growth of sugar, cotton, and 
coffee in Queensland ; and as the site of the town itself is un- 
exceptionable, and the harbour, as before stated, only second to 
Port Jackson, I can confidently predict a brilliant future for the 
town of Cardwell and Port Hinchinbrook my statements con- 
eerning the latter, your Excellency, having visited it in H.MLSS. 
Pioneer, being in a position, I trust, to endorse. 

At present there are about 25 houses in the port, and about 50 
people ; but the report of the success of our enterprise will soon 
send numbers to swell the population, 

The shipping to the port is at present necessarily limited to a 
small schooner, but the Australian Steam Navigation Compan 
have proposed liberally to pioneer the way to Port Hinchinbrook 
with a small steamer: and ei the position of this port in the 
centre of the long north-eastern coast of Queensland, and its ca- 
pabilities as an Admiralty and mercantile steam coaling depot, I 
trust, ere many years have passed, to see the ocean-going steam- 
ships of a mai. line from Brisbane to Singapore, vid ee Straits 

the splendid inner passage so highly commended by the late 
Admiral King, and many succeeding eminent naval authorities, 
aekig Cardwell a place of regular call ; converting it from being, 
lately, a wild, desolate, and remote spot, into a flourishing sea 
port, within easy communication with the marts of the world. 
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AVU.—Djungaria and the Celestial Mountains. By P.-F. 
SEMENOF ; being the Preface tothe Second Volume of his Russian 
Translation of Rirren’s ‘ Erdkunde von Asien.” Translated 
from the Russian, for the Royal Geographical Society, by 
Joun Mrewenn, Esq.* 


Tne Second Volume of the Russian Translation of Ritter’s « Asia’ 
comprises a description of the north-western portion of the highland 
of Asia, fe, that extensive region which stretches between the 
Altai and the Celestial Mountains, from the eastern extremity of the 
latter at Kami (Komul) to the watershed of Lake Balkhash, and 
contains also a history of the exploration and settlement of Siberia. 
The range of country under consideration embraces the whole 
of the extinet kingdom of Djungaria, or the Chinese provinee of 
Tian-Shanbey-Lu (the region to the northward of the Celestial 
Mountains, consisting of the districts of Ili, Tarbagatai, Gobdo, 
&e.), and likewise the Russian districts of Alatavek, Kopal, and 
Ayaguy, which now constitute the new Semipalatinsk region. The 
Whole of this country, including, that is to say, both Chinese and 
Russian Djungaria, forms that most obscure and unknown portion 
of the interior of Asia which contains within it the very centre of 
the Asiatic continent, namely, the gigantic mountain-group of the 
Tengri-Tag (a part of the Celestial Mnmtitna situated at equal 
distances from the Black Sea on the west, and the Yellow Sea on 
the east, the Obi Bight on the north, and the Bay of Bengal on the 
south, and lying in the centre of the straight line connecting Cape 

Severovostochi, in Siberia, with Cape Comorin, in India, | 
This region offers, moreover, special interest in physical as well 
as in ethnographico-historical respects. Physically, it forms a 
distinct limit between the highland and the depressed portion 
of Asia, and is remarkable for the contrast it presents between its 
igantic mountain-groups of the Brg and ‘Tengri-Tag in the 
Celestial range, which tower far above the limits of eternal 
snows, and are crowned with nee Alpine glaciers, and the low 
sandy and sterile steppe of the Bedpak-Dala, on the south-west 
of Lake Balkhash, which bears the character, in common with the 
other sandy wastes of the Aralo-Caspian depression, of a bed 
of an inland sea dried up during a very recent geological period. 
In ethnographical respects this region offers a contrast no less 
marked between two cpr fa Fae ta an Central Asiatic 
races—the Mongolian and Turkish—whose a are strangers 
from the far East and West—Chinese and Russians —occupyintr 
in the same fluvial plain of the Balkhash small populated oases in 
the midst of an Sli os population, alien in speech and habits 
* See map in ‘Journal,’ vol, xxxi, p. 3546, 
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to their dominating rulers, who are powerful, not by reason of 
their numerical superiority, but by the weight of their civilization, 
and the magnitude of their respective empires—the most colossal 
on the face of the globe. Lastly, from an historical point of view 
this country presents features of a no less interesting character, 
It has served from time immemorial as the point of departure for 
migrating races from the highlands of Asia, the cradle from 
whence they spring, to the low and arid steppes of the Aralo- 
Caspian depression, and to the still more distant and better- 
favoured regions of the west. It was here, namely, in Djungaria 
and the fertile and smiling banks of the Tli and sh, that the 
migrating hordes lingered for some time, loth, as it were, to 
venture out into the unknown plain before them, stretching far 
away in the sandy ocean that a sate Europe from Asia, until 
a new tide of popular migration forced them at last to strike their 
tents and de westwards from their mountainous halting- 
grounds. It is here also, in the valleys of Djungaria, that a few 
existing rude monuments, crude traditions, geographical names 
and remnants of tribes, who in many cases have lost their native 
dialect by having intermixed with other races (the result of which 
appears in the name of Kassak or Kirgjiz Kaisak), serve the 
acientific sana as the only links for identifying ne obscure and 
fragmentary allusions concerning these migrated hordes, which 
occur in Chinese and Russian éhvoniclae | 

Although the physical and ethnographical characteristics of 
Inner Asia have attracted the constant attention of some of the 
most learned men, such as Humboldt, Ritter, Abel Remusat, and 
Klaproth, the researches of these leaders of science could only be 
based on the most meagre data, namely, on the dry and one-sided 
Chinese narratives which found a place in Chinese literature from 
the period of the dismemberment of the Djungarian kingdom, in 
the middle of the last visi and also on the inaccurate, brief, 
and conflicting accounts and itineraries of a few Asiatics who 
succeeded in visiting Djungaria and Little Bukhara with caravans, 
All these materials were collected and carefully collated by Ritter 
and Humboldt ; nevertheless, this region remained, like the in- 
terior of Africa, up to the most recent period, completely imacces- 
sible to European science. 

Even Marco Polo, the most enterprising and reliable traveller 
of the middle ages, did not visit this region, but proceeded east- 
wards to China, by a route that lay southward of the Celestial 
range. A few other travellers, it is true, passed through Djun- 
Maria; these were: Plano Carpim (1246), André Longjumel 
(1249), and Wilhelm Rubriquis §1252), and they probably 
journeyed by way of Lake Zaisan to Karakorim, the capital of 
the Mongol Khans. 

The same route was traversed by some of the subjugated 
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western princes, such as Yaroslaf and Alexander Nevski. of 
Russia, and Getum of Armenia (likewise in the middle of the 
thirteenth century), for the purpose of paying homage to the great 
Khan ; they, however, either leh no description of their journeys, or 
else their accounts are so meagre and confused—as, for instance, 
the narrative of Prince Getum—that very few of the places men- 
tioned in them can be identified. Much later, Fédor Tsakovitch 
Baikoff, the envoy of the Russian Tsar Aleksei Fédorovitch, prc 
ceeded in 1654 past Lake Zaisan and the upper course of the 
Black Irtysh, and traversed the whole of Djungaria, reaching the 
Chinese wall at Huhu-Hotan, from whence he advanced to Pekin. 
pein Bakoffs march-route (of course not in the form it is 
inset in Witson's work, from which it was derived by Ritter, 
but in the shape we find it in Spasoke’s ‘Sibirski Vestnik ” can, 
in the present state of our knowledge of the geography of Central 
Asia, be pretty readily applied to certain localities, still the in- 
formation it contains is of too meagre a character, and is greatly 
inferior to native Chinese accounts. The southern border of the 
country now under consideration, 7. ¢., the gigantic Celestial range, 
has not been explored by an European traveller up to the 
present day. The destruction, asain of the kingdom of Djun- 
garia by the Chinese led to its being surveyed under the superin- 
tendence of the European missionaries, Felix D’Arocha and 
Hallerstein, by whom astronomical points were determined, not 
alone in the towns of Djungaria and Little Bukhara, but also at 
the very foot of the Celestial ange, as at Hangor-Ozen, the 
modern Konur-Ulen, and on the southern shore of Lake Issyk-kul. 
As the Jesuits have left no record whatever of their having visited 
any part of the Celestial range, it must be naturally concluded 
that they themselves did not diverge from the high roads of 
Central Asia, but detached a rty of Chinese topographers, 
instructed. by them, to the base of the Celestial Mountains. 

The first learned Russian traveller who penetrated into the part 
of Inner Asia now under consideration, was the botanist Sivers, 
who in his hazardous and vyenturesome journey to the Tarbagatai 
in 1793, advanced as far as 47° w. lat. During the succeeding 
forty years not one of the scientific explorers off Western Siberia 
succeeded in advancing beyond the point Sortie reached by 
Sivers, The journey of K. A, Meyer, in 1826, did not extend 
beyond the Arkat Mountains, Chingiztan, and the Karkara 
district of the Kirghiz Steppe; the travels of Humboldt and his 
associates, in 1828, did not embrace even Djungaria; their 
utmost limit was the Chinese picket of Baty on the Irtysh, in 49° 
N. lat,; and Humboldt's greatest service in connexion with the 
geography of the sinterior of Asia consists in the critical elabora- 
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tion of the materials relating to this subject in his classical ‘ Asie 
Centrale.’ ee 

Some of these materials, namely, the itineraries of Asiatic 
traders who had visited different parts of Asia with caravans, were 
diligently collected at Semipalatinsk by Humboldt; and another 
pasos of his materials was derived from Chinese sources that had 
veen elaborated by the European sinologists, Abel Remusat, 
Klaproth, Schott, Necuahion St. Julien, Father Hyacinth, &c. 

Among the few unscientific eye-witnesses who in the pursult of 
trade penetrated into Inner Asia, were some Russians; and 
among these, in point of lucidity and accuracy of information 
collected, the first place is undoubtedly occupied by the interpreter 
Putinsef, who in 1811 visited Kuldja and Chuguchak, the most 
flourishing towns of Djungaria. The narrative of this ‘nine 
was published in the ‘Sibereki Vestnik,’ translated by K proth, 
and served Ritter as one of the most valuable sources in elucidat- 
ing the geography of this region, In addition to Putinsef, we 
may mention the miner Expats who, towards the end of the last 
century, procec from the Altai to the neighbourhood of 
Chuguchak, in search of gold; and the noble Madatof, who, in the 
early part of the present century, successfully reached India, 
starting from Semipalatinsk, and traversing Lake Isayk-kul, the 
Celestial Mountains, and Little Bukhara, A short account of 
Snegiref's journey was printed in the ‘Siberski Vestmk; but 
with Madatof’s expedition, I am acquainted only through official 
documents preserved in the archives at Omak, and as no original 
narrative was discovered by me, it must be presumed that none 
ever existed, I also found a short march-route at Semipalatinsk, 
drawn up by the merchant Bubeninof, who in 1821 proceeded 
from Somigaletinek to Kashgar. This itinerary will be printed 
in due season ; but, from its brevity and scantiness of information, it 
ia in no respect more valuable than the itineraries already printed 
and digested by Humboldt and Ritter. 

Such was the unsatisfactory condition of our knowledge of the 
geography of Central Asia in 1831, at the time of the appearance 
of that part of Ritter's work which relates to it. It was only in 
the fourth decade of the present century that we became more 
familiar with Inner Asia from the side of the Djungarian and 
Kirghiz Steppea, that is to say, with the foundation of the Russian 
town of Ayaguz, on the upper course of one of the rivers of the 
Balkhash basin, and after the submission of a portion of the great 
horde under Sultan Seek, son of Albai Khan. These events 
eradually rendered, not alone Lake Balkhash, but also the moun- 
tainous districts of ae morg accessible to travellers. In 
1834 the astronomer Federof was enabled to reach the em- 
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bouchure of the Lepsa, and determined its geographical position 
under 46° 24's. lat. He also succeeded in visiting the southern shore 
of Lake Zaisan, and in making a trigonometrical measurement of 
Tarbagatai, A little later the relations of Russia with the Kirghiz 
Hordes became more satisfactory, and in 1840, 1841, and 1842, 
the learned travellers Karelin and Schrenk penetrated into the 
mountainous portions of Djungaria, or the snow-clad Djungarian 
Alatai. Karelin explored the wild valleys of the upper courses 
of the Lepsa, Sarkan, and Baskan rivers, as high as the enow-line. 
Alexander Schrenk visited, and it may be said discovered to 
science, the Lake Ala-kul, crossed over the Djungarian Alatau to 
the Chinese side, attained the upper course of the Tentek, and 
reached the snow-line on several occasions. ‘The extreme limit of 
his journey on the plain bordering Lake Ala-kul was the Chinese 
town of Chu iat, in Alpine Dj DEarit the hills skirting the 
banks of the Koken River, and in the ungty Betpak-Dala Desert, 
south-west of Lake Balkhash, the River Chu. 

Subsequently, the voluntary eubmission of the remaining portion 
of the so-called Great Kirghiz Horde in 1844, led to the are 
occupation of that rich and fertile portion of Djungaria which is 
known under the name of the Semipalatinsk region, from the 
seven -tributaries of the Balkhash that water it. The Russian 
town of Kopal was founded by Governor-General Prince Gor- 
chakof, in 1546, on a fertile plateau at the base of a snow-capped 
spur of the Djungarian Alatau. The establishment of this town 
ensured the development of the already existing relations of 
Russia with the neighbouring Chinese province of ii Although 
rapidly increasing, the trade with the western Chinese region 
through the towns of Kuldja, and more especially Chuguchah 
encountered obstacles in its legitimate development from its 
trangitive and contraband character, as the Chinese of the western 
region (Si-Yui) were only able to have secret dealings with the 
Russians under a semblance of traflicking with the Kirghizes, It 
was this eer state of oe that xe os @ mission, 
with obj wrtly diplomatic an rtly geological, of EK. P. 
Koralekki, deerused by Vieunacti, 2a ote of Mining 

neers, 

This expedition started from Kuldja, and skirting the Russian 
side of the Djungarian Alatai, reached the valley of the Koksu, 
as far as the upper sources of this river, while on the Chinese side 
it reached the town of Kuldja on the Ili, The most important 
result of this mission in commercial as well as in scientific 

especta, waa the establishment of Hussian trading-factories af 
Kn dja and Chuguchak. The opening up of the western Chinese 
region contributed"largely to the increase of our knowledge of the 
geography of Asia, inasmuch as it threw two learned Chinese 
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cholars in the eepeeity of consuls into the commercial centres of 
Djungaria. The | researches of these sinologists opened a 
wide field to science. Mr, Zakharof, one of the consuls, has 
already collected materials of great value relating to the physical 
reography and cartography of Inner Asia. ‘These materials he 
Ses ldaiond during his stay at Pekin, from rare geographical 
works (namely, the reports of the survey made during the reign of 
Taian-Sun), and from information supplied him by natives of the 
western region. 

The foundation of the town of Kopal, which was in a satis- 
factory aud flourishing condition, owing to the rapid development 
of agriculture, aided by artificial irrigation, could not, however, 
secure the Great Horde, now under Kussian dominion, oe 
the bold attacks of the Buruts, or the so-called Black or Dikoka- 
menni Kirghizes who infested the valley of Lake Issyk-kul and 
the neighbourhood of the sources of the [li (Tekes), ‘This was 
naturally to be expected from the position of Kopal, which stood 
on the northern confines of the Horde, whose southern boundary 
beyond the Ili remained completely unprotected. The unguarded 
condition of the frontier of the Russian empire induced Governor- 
General Hasford to oceupy the so-called Trans-Ili country extend- 
ing between the River Ili and the snow-line of the gigantic Trans- 
Ili Alatah, with a view of securing the left flank of the Kirghiz 
Steppe, which was under Ttussian protection, by making it conter- 
minous with the peaceful frontier of China and the natural snowy- 
mountain boundary. ‘This well-conceived plan was carried out 
with complete success. In 1853 the first Russian detachment, 
under the command of Colonel Gutkofski, was despatched beyond 
the Ih: it, however, met with serious opposition from a strong 
body of Kirghizes belonging to the hostile tribes of the Great 
Horde who reated on Fort Tuchubek, on the River Kesken. But 
in the following year the whole of the region was occupied y a 
force under Lieut.-Colonel Peremyshelski, who razed the Kirghiz 
fort to the ground.- After this some of the tribes submitted to 
Russia, while the most inimical fled into Kokanian territory, and 
to the banks of the Talas and Syr-Daria. The Russian detach- 
ment passed the winter in the sheltered valley of the Talgar; and 
the ensuing year of 1855, General Hasford founded Fort Vernod, 
at the base of the Trans-[li Alatau, at the head of the Almatynka 
valley, which is picturesquely wooded with apple and apricot- 
trees. 


The occupation of the fertile Trans-Thi region, well adapted for 
‘agricultural and gardeni ,and in all respects beautifully 
endowed by nature, had tl é elect pi protecting the Great Horde 
from the attacks of the Buruts, but placed its nearest tribes in the 

same position as that eccupied ten years previously by the Great 
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Kirghiz Horde. The powerful and numerous tribe of the Bogus, 
who oceupied the picturesque valleys and the table-land between 
the Celestial Mountains and the Trans-Ili Alatad, received neither 
countenance nor support from the Chinese, on whom they were 
nominally dependent, in resisting the fierce attacks of the Sary 
Bagish tribe, and had at the same time to repel on another 
quarter the depredatory incursions of some of their neighbours of 
the Great Horde. Consequently, soon after the occupation of the 
Trans-Ili region by the i ussians, the high Manap of the Boga 
tribe, the old Burambai, claimed the assistance of General Hasford 
against the attacks of the neighbouring tribes, and voluntarily 
tendered the submission of himself and his tribe to Russian govern- 
ment. ‘his led to the despatch of the first Ruzsian detachment 
from Vernoé to Lake Issyk-kul, for the purpose of pacifying the 
two contending tribes, and making a reconnaissance of the hit 1erto 
unexplored ake of Lake Issyk-kul, Colonel Khomentofski, the 
officer in command of this foree, and General Silverhelm, who 
conducted the survey of the newly-organised Semipalatinsk region, 
were the first educated Ruzsians who beheld this extensive lake 
and the snowy summits of the Celestial range. Unfortunately, 
this detachment, in consequence of its critical position amidst the 
marauding mountain tribes, the animosity of one of which against 
the Russians was decided, while the friendliness of the other was 
open to much suspicion, was soon recalled, and the surveying 
parties were unable to penetrate into the interior of the Celestial 
mountains. The southernmost point attained at the foot of the 
Tian Shan, by Ensign Yanoveki, the topographer attached to the 
expedition, was where the Zaiku rushes out of its narrow defile 
on the Issyk-kul plateau. | 

In the same year of 1856 I was sent by the Imperial Ruszian 
Geographical Society on an expedition to explore those more 
accessible portions of Inner Asia which had previously been 
little sinted., Naturally, the great object of attraction for me 
on this journey was the Tian-Shan or Celestial range. The 
signification of this stupendous chain, in position the most remote 
in the whole continent of Asia, although pointed out by Ritter 
and Humboldt, had not, until then, been investigated by any scien- 
tific traveller.* All the learned and critical researches of’ Ritter 





* Atkinson, the English artist, in his travels which were published in 1653, 
gives an account of his journey from the River Kunchan, in the southern Altai, 
neross the Black ah ben to Lake Ubsa-ndr; thence imumbbrieg!s ar Ulusutal to 
the neighbourhood of the Chinese town of Barkul, at the base of the Tian-Shan, 
travelling then parallel with this chain, though at a considerable distance from* 
it, a8 far as the meridian of Hogdo-Ola Mountain, finally proceeding in a north. 
westerly direction ae Kyzyl-Aash, and reaching Lake Ala-kul in Russian 
territory. Unfortunately so extraordinary a journey, unprecedented in the history 
of the exploration of the Asiatic continent, has had no beneficial scientific results, 
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and Humboldt respecting this range, belonged only, even by 
the admission of the latter, to conjectural geography ; ; or, other- 
Wise, were founded on a comparison of t bscure and con- 





The narrative, which occupies 115 pages of text, ciatuaaiioeti the explored 
so little that it might with equal fitness be applied to any portion of the 
Kirghiz Steppe. The critical inquirer finds nothing throughout the whole nar- 
rative to convinee him of the genuineness of the described journey, which extends 
over no less than 3000 miles of Chinese territory. This is the more striking as 
undoubted proofs of the actual rmance of journeys of which d succiptcane 
have been tat fae easily be found in the short itineraries and accounts of 
travels of di = | nations; ag, for instance, io the travels of Hue and 
Gabet, in the dats ‘routes of ‘Tartar traders collected by Humboldt, and in the 
more ancient accounts of Baikof, Mareco-Polo, the Armentan Prince Grtum, in 
the march-route of the army of Gulagu-Khan (compiled by one of his officers in 
the thirteenth century), and lastly, in the narrative of the travels of the Buddhist 
missionaries Pa-Hian and Huan- in the fourth and seventh centuries. Con- 
cise t delet piece ba are, the learned critic soon discovers in them 
such peculiarities as can only be descriptive of particular spots and localities ; 


and as we become more intimate with the geography of the fers Br bo which 
euch accounts apply, the more readily end clan anes do we fed thi 
given in the march-routes. To our t t we do not find this to 


sa) daleline cab fic care ming hg be ich re to 
commencement, in calling the Sian-Shan Sayan-Shan, he pet eg in name 
at least, the two principal mountain systems of Inner Asin; and in all the other 
sel of his Lr where he not confine himself to eee of 
i chose of wild animals, yurts and social customs of the nomads 
Reeseripeio tions which would apply with equal force and truth’ to the whole of 
tral Asin), but wishes to communicate something more definite and locally 
characteristic, he falls into numerous incongruities. us, to cite some examples, 





| he speaks of the Rara-Tyn snowy range, at the upper course of the Black Irtysh, 


as of a level steppe, intersected by ont ridges + n, from the Tanou Mountains, 
* situated at a distance of 120 miles to the sett sat of Ubsa-Nor, he sees the 
* Bogdo-Ola, in the Tian-Shan, which is about 750 miles away from this point. 
Lastly, from the plain at the ‘base of the Celestial range be sumultancously sees 
not only the Bogdo Mountain, bat also the Baishan (Pe-shan)—emitting eke. 
by Atkinson's gelling el pa is er 300 miles Ase to the westward, not- 
withstanding that the snowy Bogdo-O stands out, a8 is well known, con- 
siderably in advance of the main one Sot ie Celestial Mountains, and the 
Baishan Mountain rises on their southern slope, that is to say, beyond its cynic 
snowy ridge, in the neighbourhood of the litthe Bukbarian town of 
Similarly, as little confidence do those inconsistencies inspire which oceur in the 
account of the time occupied in performing the various loan and those which 
relate to the distribution of the nomad Kirghiz population throughout Chinese 
Djungaria. As ourselves y, the involuntary doubts erecting 
the above-menti portion of Atkinson's travels are still further strengthen 
from information we gathered on the spot regarding his journeys from the 
Cossacks who peerage wine: ant Se og the commanders who provided him 
with escorts. Atkinson, d years’ residence in Siena, vite the 
neighbourhood of Kopal Conn bas had then jast been founded oh of the 
Djungarian Alatah, the lake Ala-kol, Tarbagatai, the rivers | Faz) airs Rechts, 
in the southern Altai, the Teletek Lake, Tunkinsk Mountains of the Syan Hange, 
Irkutsk, Kiakhta, &e; bot as regards his travels over an extent of more than 
4000 versts in Chinese territory, accompanied by tree narym, or kurchum cosacks, 
, L regret to say that | not only could not gather: anything to confirm this fact, but 
“even became convinced of its utter impossibility from existing local conditions 
on the Russian as well as on the Chinese side. the Russian, because the pro- 
tracted detachment of three Cossacks, or their voluntary absence from the corps, 
hp ewer would leave behind it some record in the official archives; while on 
Chinese side, the journey, lasting more than six months, of a party, unacquainted 
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fused narratives and descriptions of Chinese and other Asiatic 
travellers, commencing from the Buddhist missionaries Fa-Hian 
and Huyan-Tsian, of the fourth and seventh centuries, to the brief 
itineraries of the Semipalatinsk ‘Tartar traders of this century. 
Numerous questions, replete with interest to the science of greo- 
graphy, could only be possibly solved by actual investigation on 
the spot. ‘The configuration of the country, the direction of the 
upheaval of the mountain chain, its mean height or the altitude of 
its mountain passes, the height of the snow-line, distribution 
of animal and vegetable organisms in this unknown mountain 
ore the existence of Alpine glaciers or of volcanic action— 
Wl these Were points requiring either investigation or confirmation, 

So far back as 1851 and 1852, during my stay at Berlin, 
T acquainted Humboldt and Ritter with my intention of proceeding 
into the interior of Asia as far as the ‘Tian-Shan range. They 
both encouraged me in my difficult enterprise, but did not conceal 
their doubts as to the possibility of penetrating so far into the 
interior of the Asiatic continent. The result of my deliberations 
with these leaders of science was to strengthen me in my determi- 
nation of attempting to reach the eternal snows of the ‘Tian-Shan 
at all hazards. Humboldt attached so much importance to the 
investigation, even a cursory one, of this ra iat I could not 
look at the undertaking except in the light of a ioly mission marked 
out for me by the Nestor of European men of science, 

By the end of the summer of 1856, under the auspices and 
with the assistance of the Russian Geographical Society, I was 
already in Vernoé; unfortunately, however, | arrived two months 
after the visit of a Russian detachment to Lake Issyk-kul. | 

With a small escort of twelve Cossacks I succeeded, on the 21st 
September in reaching the eastern extremity of the lake, and had 
an opportunity of surveying, from Kuke-Kulusun point, the 
imposing range of the ‘l'ian-Shan from the Dirgalan to the opposite 
os Noon of : lake. co visit re a Mies eens moment 
impossible, My escort being so small, I was oblig to proceed 
very carefully, ta passed the nights in inaccessible defiles, antici- 
Race every moment to be attacked by hostile bands of Kara- 

rohiz 


Zes, : 
eturnin to Vernoé, and procuring a larger escort (forty 
Cossacks), ete through the wild Biam defile at the vale 


with the local dialect and passing through inhabited districts, along established 
Toutes and across the picket and frontier lines, could searcely escape the vigilant 
eyes of the Chinese authorities. Under all these circumstances combi and 
in the absence in Atkinson's narrative of any new data: relating to Chinese 
Djungarian, this work cannot be rar aS AN Scquisition to science until the 
suthor adduces more definite informafon and stronger proofs in corroboration 
of his accounts, that involuntarily inspire certain mistrust, 
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course of the Chi, and emerged on the base of the Celestial 
range, near the western extremity of the Lake Issyk-kul. Here 
I came upon numerous encampments of the hostile Sary-Bagysh 
tribe, who shortly before my arrival had had a-fierce engagement 
with a Russian detachment which had been sent out from Vernoé 
to punish these mountaineers for acts of violence and plunder. 
Jotwithstanding the hospitable reception of the Sary-Bagyshes, 
who were commemorating the death of many of their kinsmen that 
had fallen in the recent conflict, I was not able to penetrate 
beyond the first exposed rocky spurs of the Celestial range, and to 
visit its wild defiles, being apprehensive of Sspneniery from the 
revengeful mountaineers who had lately been so severely punished 
by the Russians. | 
" However, in the spring of 1857—thanks to the escort kindly 
furnished me by Governor-General Hasford, who displayed great 
zeal and energy in the organisation and exploration of th none 
acquired region—I was enabled to realise all my plans. Th 
deadly strife between the two Kara-Kirghiz tribes was then at its 
height, and the valleys of the Tian-Shan seemed quite inaccessible ; 
a happy combination of circumstances, however, removed this 
arreneasy: insurmountable obstacle to my journey. A rumour, 
t spread with extraordinary rapidity through almost the whole 
of the Mustag (the Turk name for the western portion of the 
Tian-Shan), of the approach of a strong Russian detachment, 
armed with terrible instruments of destruction,* for the purpose of 
assisting the Manap Burambai, produced a sudden panic among 
the Sary-Bagysh tribe, inducing them to relinquish, wot only the 
tamping-grounds they had seized from the Bogus, but even their 
own native pasturages, from the upper course of the Dirgalan, 
along the whole border of Iseyk-kul, for an extent of more than 
200 versta, and to migrate to the upper course of the Syr-Daria 
(Narym). The Bogu tribe, who had been furiously attacked by 
the Bagyshes in the spring of 1857, and driven into Chinese 
limits, expected complete destruction; the sudden flight of their 
enemies dispelled their feare, and enabled them to reoceupy their 
former camping-grounds, and even to reap the harvest that had 
been left standing in the fields by the Sary-Bagyshes. Attributi 
this favourable turn in their affairs to my approach, the dae 
me every assistance in the object of my journey. With such 
material assistance I was able, in July of 1857, to make a détour 
of Issyk-kul from the south side, and to reach the summit of the 





. ™ The exoggerated accounts nen 3a, ue strength of my escort was owing 

to my having really reached Haram aula accompanied sk 800 horsemen; tut 
these consisted of a body of Kirghizes of Ps Great Horde under the Sultan Teye 
who had voluntarily jomed my | ft. My own personal escort consisted 
only of 25 Cossaks, 
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imposing and terrible Zaiki-Davan mountain-pass. IT also sue- 
ceeded in gaining the sources of the Narym, which belongs to the 
system of the Syr-Daria or Jaxartes. Shortly after I penetrated, 
on a more easterly meridian, much farther into the heart of the 
Celestial range, and ascended one of the most elevated mountain- 
groups of Inner Asia, that of the Tengri-Tag, which is crowned 
with a circle of Alpine glaciers, and covered with a dazzling 
mantle of eternal snows. In the glaciers of the Tengri-Tag 
discovered the sources of the Sary-Djaza, which belongs to the 
system of the Taryn-Gol or Ergeut, the most remote of the con- 
siderable rivers of the Asiatic continent. 

On my return to St. Petersburg in 1858, the Imperial Russian 
Geographical Society, taking into consideration the great want of 
astronomical points in the region visited by me, organised, at my 
recommendation, and with the co-operation of the Military Topo- 
graphical Depot, a new expedition under Captain Golubef, for the 

sose of determining astronomical points in Russian Djungaria 
and on the Lake Issyk-kul, By last accounts Golubef had ascer- 
tained the position of three points in the valley of Issyk-kul Lake 
(on the Tekes Kiver, and at the eastern and western extremities of 
the lake respectively), but had not succeeded in penetrating into 
the interior of the ian-Shan, owing to adverse circumstances, 
and to the southern shore of the Lake of Issyk-kul being occupied 
by the hostile Sary-Bagysh tribe. Under such a state of thing 
it would of course, have been extremely rash to advance into A 
mountains, having hostile tribes in his rear, 

All the journeys and researches since the year 1834, enumerated 
above, have considerably advanced our knowledge of the portion 
of Asia which we are now considering, and have removed {t from 
the region of 2 soaring speculation to a certain basis of scientific 
investigation. On this account, therefore, the second volume of 
the Russian version of Ritter's ‘ Asia’ ought to be accompanied by 
copious and trustworthy annotations. 

Jnfortunately all the additional materials for these additional 
notes are but little digested as yet. The travels of Fédorof, Ka- 
relin, Schrenk, my own, the observations of Golubef, the data col- 
lected and elaborated by Zakharof, have not yet ni in print, 
ani only short notices of them have been presen I am conse- 
quently necessarily obliged to withhold the supplementary matter 
to the second volume, at all events until the publication of my 
travels, which is now delayed on account of all my time and at- 
tention being engaged on questions of pressing and vital import- 
ance to Russia, 

With regard to the third volume of the Russian edition of 
Ritter’s * Asia,’ contgining a description of the Russian Altai, the 
not-unimportant A ae relating to these mountains which were 
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collected by me on my journey have been partly digested since m 
return; and I am therefore in a position to proceed at once wi 
the publication of this volume with its supplementary portion. 

In conclusion to this preface, I think it necessary to allude briefly 
to some of the es aT? of my visit to the Celestial moun- 

The results embrace three questions of the utmost importance to 
the geography of Asia, namely: a, the height of the snow-line in 
the Celestial range ; b, the existence of Alpine glaciers ; and ¢, the 
existence of any volcanic phenomena in this region. 

Om the first of these points I consider it incumbent on myself to 
dwell at length, in reply to the doubts expressed by Humboldt 
as to the correctness of the elevation of the snow-line in the Celes- 
tial range, as determined by me, The height I fixed it at, namely, 
11,000 to 11,500 feet, was ascertained by Humboldt from a letter 
I wrote to Ritter, and which attracted his particular notice. This 
letter was published in the ‘ Zeitschrift fiir Erdkunde,” with some 
- explanatory remarks by Humboldt. The method I adopted for 

ascertaining the pe a of the snow-line was not known to Hum- 
boldt, who grounded his supposition of an over-estimation of the 
elevation of the snow-line on certain theoretical or comparative 

Inaccuracies in the determination of the height of the snow-line 
may arise from two sources: Istly, from what is taken to be the 
eooeine ; and 2ndly, from an imperfect method of measuring 

nents. 

n the first instance the observer may be deceived by either 
taking dissolvable for eternal snows, or fixing their limit of height 
in sheltered ravines or defiles which are hardly reached by the rays 
of the sun. Had I fallen into these errors in my determination, 
the result would have been to lower instead of to raise the height 
of the snow-line, as compared to its true limita, But these sources 
of error were fully anticipated and averted by me, as my observa- 
tions were made at points where regular layers of eternal snow 
occurred, and moreover on mountain-ri and not in hollow de- 
pressions, in some of which I really did find eternal snows, in some 
eases several hundred feet below the limit of 11,000. 

With to the other point, I must observe that the method 
i, by me in determing heights by the temperature of 
boiling water is certainly one which is far from being perfect, and 
which can lead only to approximate results; but the inaccuracy of 
these results becomes more inappreciable, the greater is the height 
which is being measured. For inconsiderable elevations this 
method of measurement cannot be adopted. I may, however, also 
observe that the other method, namely, that of barometrical deter- 
mination, can scarcely be expected to give more accurate results 
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under certain unfavourable conditions, as, for instance, on a journey 
through an extremely wild and dangerous region, where the tra- 
veller is obliged to form his own track, and stands every moment 
in danger of an attack. Under such circumstances all simulta- 
neous observations of the barometer, at the base and summit of 
mountains, at fixed stations, or a series, of observations at one point, 
are quite out of the question. Experience has also shown me the 
complete impossibility of keeping the barometers (I had two with 
me) from breaking in a country so mountainous as that I traversed, 
where on each expedition the pack-horses and camels stumbled 
repeatedly, and were occasionally dashed to pieces by falling over 
precipices. Hence travellers (Humboldt amongst the rest, on his 
shine journey in the Andes and the Cordilleras) have invariably 
had recourse to the method of determining heights by the tempera- 
ture of boilmg water. The results obtained in this manner are 
Se by science merely as approximations until they are super- 

ed by more accurate data obtained when the region is more 
accessible to scientific exploration. Although incomplete, these 
results are nevertheless of undoubted value to science, as the mag 
nitude of probable errors under such an imperfect method cannot 
exceed certain limits. 

But Humboldt could not have taken exception more especially 
to the method used in measuring the height of the snow-line in the 
Tian-Shan, because firstly, he at that time did not know what 
means were used for this purpose ; and secondly, because he him- 
self adopted the same od on his journey in the New World, 
which was so prolific of scientific results. Humboldt's doubts re- 
specting the probability of the Tian-Shan snow-line being so elevated 
as I had fixed it to be, were based on considerations of compara- 
tive iphy, and their soundness or otherwise may be easily 

ted on account of their being founded on a comparison of the 
height of the snow-line of 11,000—11,500 feet with its well-ascer- 
tained limits in nearly the same meridian (in the Altai 6,600 feet), 
or in oe same parallel (the Pyrenees 8400 feet, and the Caucasus 
10,170 feet), 

In examining the observations made by any trayeller respecting 
the elevation of the snow-line, the most accurate scientific criticism 
must remain satisfied of their correctness by the folowing theore- 
tical demonstrations :— 

The rot of the snow-line in a given range must be calculated 
theoretically on the basis of a comparison with other ranges in the 
same meridian and in the same parallel ; the obtained result should 
then be compared with the figures arrived at by actual observation, 
and it must then be carefully considered whether the diserepancy 
that may occur cansbe at all attributed to climatic conditions and 
peculiarities of the country, 

VOL, XXXV. Q 
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Humboldt, in his classical work ‘Asie Centrale,’ supplies us 
with the requisite figures for arriving at a definite conclusion, 

In the same meridian with the Celestial Mountains we find that 
the height of the snow-line is, viz.:—In the Altai ecm Belki), 
lat. 51° w., 6600 feet, On the northern slope of the Himalayan 
range, lat. 32° n., 15,600 feet. 

The Celestial Mountains extend, at the part visited by me, be- 
tween latitude 41° and 42° »., which is consequently mid-way 
between the Altai and Himalayas. Taking the mean of the figures 


“lipen above, we shall get 11,100 feet for the height of the snow- 
me of the Celestial range. In the same zone, parallel with the 
Celestial Mountains, the height of the snow-line is as follows :— 
In the Pyrenees (between lat. 424° and 43° y.), 8400 feet ; on 
Mounts Elburz and Kazbek, in the Caucasus (43° w. lat.), 10,170 
feet; on Mount Ararat (lat. 89° n.), 13,300 feet; im the Rocky 
Mountains of North America (lat. 43° w.), 11,700 feet. 

Humboldt, in his observations on my letter to Ritter, refers ex- 
clusively to the Pyrenees and to the Elburz Mountain. With 
regard to the first, they cannot be taken at all into account in de- 
termining the height of the snow-line in the Celestial range, as 
they are situated in a moist sea atmosphere, where the snow-line 
must be considerably lower than in the continental climate of the 
interior of Asia, The Caucasus, however, supplies a better point 
of comparison, if treated with proper discrimination. ‘The height 
of the snow-line of the Kazbek and Elburz is 10,170 feet, 
under a latitude of more than 14° to the northward than that of 
the Tian-Shan, and with a climate considerably more humid. On 
Mount Ararat, where the surrounding atmosphere is drier and the 
latitude 24° more to the south, we find that the height of the snow- 
line ts 13,00 feet above the level of the sea, If a range of moun- 
tains existed between the Elburz and Mount Ararat, under cli- 
matic conditions of an intermediate character as compared to those 
characterising Mounts Ararat and Elburz, and situated under the 
same parallel as the Celestial range, the height of the snow-line of 
printer would be ih at at 11,400 feet. 

All these figures computed theoretically by comparing the 
heights of snow-lines in the same meridian with the Celestial 
mountains, in different. ozone or under one parallel zone on dif- 
ferent meridians, coincide very nearly with my determinations. 

apace aauee of the snow-line of the Celestial 
mountains ts to be explained by the peculiarity of the geographical 
position of the range, and rh dn of the surrounding ana: 
‘sphere. It is generally admitted as a fact that a dry atmosphere 
has the effect of elevating the line of eternal snow very considerably. 
Thus, for instance, the snow-line “on the southern slope of the 
Himalayas occurs at 12,180 feet, while on the northern side it rises 
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to 15,600 feet. This anomaly is only to be accounted for by the 
southern side of the range being exposed to winds charged with 
the humid vapours of the Indian Ocean, which settle on the cold 
mountain slopes in the form of snow, while at the same time the 
northern slopes of Thibet are reached by the same air, but which is 
completely frac from moisture, The extraordinary dryness of the 
atmosphere of the Celestial Mountains, compared to the Altai and 
Caucasus, is strikingly exemplified by the following instances. In 
the neighbourhood of Riddersk, in the Altai Mountains, the dew 
falls so heavily that the dress of the horseman is completely satu- 
rated when riding through the high grass, while in the sombre 
forests of the north-western Altai, called locally Taigi, the atmo- 
sphere is still more humid, and rain during some summers falls in- 
cessantly. Now, during the two years speut by me in the Celestial 
Mountains and Trans-Ili Alatai:, I positively saw no dew, and the 
fall of rain in these parts—notwithstanding that the summer of 
1857 was a remarkably wet one, and the Altai rendered impassable 
from this cause—was very small. In addition, the very vegetation 
of the Tian-Shan bears evidence to the dryness of the surroundin 
air, While the slopes of the Caucasus are clothed with dark a 
impenetrable forests, which prove so troublesome in the military 
operations of the Russians, the wooded surfaces of the Tian-Shan 
are of limited extent, and rhododendrons, which are so widely 
spread in the moist climates of the southern slopes of the Himalayas 
and of the Caucasus, do not grow at all in the Celestial range, If 
to this extraordinary dryness of the air in the Celestial Mountains ~ 
be added the intense heats and powerful heating of the broad = 
teaux by the scorching rays of the sun, accompanied by cloudless 
skies and a rare atmosphere, a natural explanation will then be 
found for the height of the snow-line being at 11,000—11,500 feet. 
The few measurements of heights made by other travellers in Djun- 
faria, and moreover by other methods, serve to confirm the accu- 
racy of my figures. Fédorof determined trigonometrically, that is 
by the most accurate process, the altitude of the highest point in 
the Tarbagatai at about 9900 feet. The Tarbagatai ran extends 
under lat. 47° .s., and is consequently nearer ry 1° of latitude ta 
the Tigeretski Belki than to the Celestial range. Computing the 
elevation of the snow-line of the Turbagatai theoretically by a com- 
parison of the heights in the Altai and Tian-Shan, we should obtain 
a result of about 8600 feet, while in Song “hae true elevation is 
considerably greater, as throughout the ‘Tarbagatai range the 
existing snows, with the exception of two patches, are only sporadic, 
and the snow-line is not below 9500 feet. This case proves thats 
the snow-line rises rapidly from the Altai to the Tarbagatai, owing 
to the greater drygess of a c&ntinental atmosphere. Lastly, the 
barometrical observations of Schrenk in the Dimgenan Alatai, in 
oO 
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lat. 49° w., fixed the limit of eternal snows at 10,700 feet. Calculating 
then the height of the snow-line in the Tian-Shan by a compariso 
of that of the northern elope of the Himalayan and of the Tarba- 
gatal ranges, we obtain 11,700 feet, and 11,950 feet if we take in 
the Djungarian Alatau. ’ 

In this manner all the aos of the case, he ae ee Co. 
us by comparative geography and climatology, but likewise those 
derived from the exact Chetired ds of other Scavdilons tend to con- 
firm my figures, and prove them to be sooner understated than 
magnified. Humboldt’s doubts, therefore, as to the possibility of 
the snow-line of the Tian-Shan exceeding 11,000 feet in elevation, 
are disposed of, not only by ocular demonstration, but also on 
theoretical considerations. 

The interesting question relating to the existence of pure alpine 
| glaciers inthe Tian-Shan, which is in intimate connexion with that 
_ of the height of the snow-line, was solved by me in complete 

accordance with the previously-expressed opinions of Humboldt 
and Ritter. I set out without any foregone conclusions on this 
point, but having experienced the remarkable dryness of the air in 
the ‘Tian-Shan mountains, and having dacastainnd, on ascending the 
Zauki-Davan that the height of the snow-line was higher than 
11,000 feet, involuntary doubts entered my mind as to the pos- 
sibility of the existence of real glaciers in the Tian-Shan. Theze 
doubts were, however, soon dispelled. At the sources of the river 
system of Sary-Djaza I came across five magnificent Alpine gla- 
ciers, and a “mer de glace” exceeding in size that of Chamounix. 
Notwithstanding some of the peculiarities of the Tian-Shan gla- 
ciers, owing principally to their prevalence at not more than about 
2500 feet below the limit of the snow-line, while in Switzerland 
they descend as low as 5000 feet, their existence in the form anti« 
cipated by Ritter and Humboldt, on the strength of Chinese accounts, 
was fully confirmed. 

It now remained for me to prove by actual observation on the 
spot the existence or otherwise of volcante phenomena in Djungaria, 
and in the Celestial Mountains, to which Humboldt in his works 
so often alludes. I started on my journey firmly persuaded that I 
should find the conjectured volcanoes, or at all events some volcanic 
forms, and sought diligently (as Schrenk did on Lake Ala-kul) to 
establish the correctness of Humboldt's surmises with respect to the 
existence of volcanic phenomena in Central Asia, by which con- 
firmation I knew a traveller would gain greater credit than by an 
incomplete refutation of the supposition. 1 was even aware that 

«Humboldt was rather displeased with the researches of Schrenk, who 

I clearly showed that the island of Aral-'Tabe, on Lake Ala-kul, was 
y> not of voleanic origin. The opiniohs entertained by Humboldt on 
the subject of the existence of volcanoes in Djungaria were favourite 
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ones with him, and I regret that I was not able to confirm his 
cherished theory. Kullok Peak, another of Humboldt's mistaken 
volcanoes, was found to have no voleanic origin whatever. ‘The 
hot springs, and the non-congelation of the waters of Lake Iasyk- 
kul, were not accompanied by any volcanic forms in the Tian’ 
Shan; and furthermore, all the native accounts of phenomena 
which from their description might be supposed to be volcanic, 
proved unfounded; and were at once disposed of on my examina- 
tion of the localities where they were declared to occur. The result, 
therefore, of my researches on this point was that I became con- 
vinced of the complete absence of volcanoes, typical volcanic phe- 
nomena, or even voleanic forms throughout the Celestial. Moun- 
tains. It is true that there existed in Djungaria at one period 
some “*Solfatara,” or smoking apertures, from which there was a 
discharge and deposit of sulphur, and that some of these fissures, 
out of which the Chinese obtain sulphur, emit smoke even at the 
present day. But a careful inspection of one of the extinguished 
pits satisfied me that atallevents in that case there was no volcanic 
affinity. «In the neighbourhood of the pits discovered by me in the 
Katu mountains and in the Ili valley, I could trace no volcanic 
forms ; but ironstone occurred, and owed its formation, as far as I 
could judge, to the pyrites that were widely spread in the vicinity. 
There was at the same time a discharge of iho emitted in the 
form of vapour out of numerous fissures, and which left a deposit 
on the sides. If it be taken into consideration that I found coal- 
formation largely developed throughout the Ili basin, and that coal 
is obtained by the Chinese in the neighbourhood of Kuldja in large 
quantities from very deep seams, the whole process of the formation 
of sulphur can then in my opinion be reasonably explained by the 
combustion of some coal-seams in this basin, which would at. once 
set at rest the question of ng dig voleanic agency. 

I cannot positively affirm that the origin of the other smoking 
pits of Djungaria, and particularly Humboldt’s famous “ Solfatara 
of Urumehi, is susceptible of the same explanation, although the 
analogy between all the Djungarian “ Solfatara” would appear .to 
ie be irmecd, oe accounts excepted, by the Greenies that 

e Chinese, who are very expert in rec mising such sulphur for- 
mations, procure sulphur foatierthe f Solfatara ered Kata, which I 
visited, With still i certainty can [ deny the existence of yol- 
a aa or volcanic forms farther eastwards in the Celes- 
tial Mountains. Humboldt, in his observations on. the letter I 
addressed to Ritter, which was published in the ‘ Zeitschrift fir 
Erdkunde,” says that the Sangai, rising in the centre of the Ando-, 
Cordilleras range, the most active of all the volcanoes in the world, 
forms an island of Jrachyte not more than two geographical miles 


230 SemeNnor's Djungaria and the 


in diameter arourtl it. * From this I must of course conclude that 
the observation of a single portion of the Tian-Shan visited by me 
cannot serve as positive evidence of the absence of volcanoes and 
voleanic forms in other parts of this mountain-system. My con- 
clusions on this question generally have already been made public 
in the letter iy See to, but I must likewise observe in addition 
that all Asiatic accounts of phenomena which might be voleanic in 
appearance should be treated by men of scienve with great cir- 
cumspection, as many of these accounts have already proved falla- 
cious. I would here also remark that the impression produced on 
me personally by Djungaria and the 'Tian-Shan, leaves great doubts 
in my mind as to the existence of volcanoes in this part of Asia ; 
and as I am the only traveller who has visited the Tian-Shan, I 
cannot accept the belief in their existence as an axiom requiring 
no proof or confirmation. My conclusion on this point, though only 
Degatires is one of the most important results of my journey. 

f in aspiring after truth | have been compelled to express 
opinions on two points of such vast importance to the geography of 
Asia which differ completely from those entertained by Humboldt, 
whose faith in the existence of volcanoes in the Celestial Mountains 
was as firm as that of Columbus in the existence of the New World, 
it does not necessarily follow that I cast a shade (in itself impos- 
sible) on the spirit of the greatest scientific genius of the age. 
Science is the eternal aspiration of the whole human race towards 
truth, and truth can only be grasped at out of a multitude of errors 
and misconceptions. No men, moreover, are more liable to fall 
into such errors than the pioneers of thought, who marshal their 
fellow-creatures to the great goal of truth, and call into existence 
worlds of new thoughts and conceptions. ‘These giant minds are 
followed by a train of disciples for whom the path of investigation 
and final solution of great scientific problems 1s rendered compara- 
tively easy. ‘Thus there are the men of genius in science, or the 
master minds, who conceive t thoughts, and the workmen who 
follow up such of these shoughis'si are susceptible of elaboration. 
Each has his separate functions, but on the most humble labourer 
in the field of science devolves the sacred duty of pointing out and 
rectifying any error into which the eminent master ma have fallen. 
And in such’ a case the obscure advocate of truth should not be 
crushed by all the weight and authority of genius,—science bemg a@ 
problem open to solution to all humanity, and recognising no ind 
viduality or oligarchical superiority. 

The science of geography has lately been deprived of two of its 
.most brilliant leaders, Humboldt and Ritter. ‘T'o follow their 
tte to extend the circle of their researches, to strive after that 
eternal truth which they eagerly sought during their mortal careers, 
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to correct those few errors which are interspersed through the wide 
field of their inquiries, these are the duties of every votary of 
science, even of most humble grade, and will serve as the best 
testimony of admiration and respect to the great masters, May 
the present effort be taken as such an expression, and as one of 
the many proofs that, dying, Humboldt and Ritter have bequeathed 
to humanity a living record of their great genius. | 


St Petersburg, lat October, 1859. 





XVIIL.—On the Island of Mahi, Seychelles. By Licut.~Colonel 
Lewis PEeyy. 


THERE are, in all, thirty islands in this group, varying in size from 
that of Mahi, which is about 17 miles long, by from 3 to 4 miles 
broad, down to that of islets containing only a few acres of 
pround. ira 3 | 

The group may be divided into two clusters; one to the west- 
ward, round Mahi, and the other to the eastward, round the Island 
of Praslin, which is next in size to Mahi. The general aspect of 
both clusters is green and cheerful; but that of Mahi is the loftiest, 
for the peaks along the backbone of Mahi itself may be nearl 
2000 feet above the water-line, while Silhouette, a woody, cael 
isle, lying about 17 miles to the northward of Mahi, rises into one 
central peak of from 2000 to 5000 feet in height. 

The Seychelle Islands (which derive their name from a former 
French Minister) are a granite formation, cropping up in the centre 
of a vast bowl of coral. This bow] may have a diameter of some 
120 miles: its rim rising nearest to the surface of the water, like 
one of the Atolls described by Mr. Darwin, Approaching the rim 
of this coral bow] from any point oceanwards, you strike sounding 
in from 7 to 8 or 9 fathoms. Here and there, especially on th 
western quadrant, you come upon 3-fathom patches. And on the 
northern, as also, I believe, on the southern edge, you find low 
sandy islands, sprinkled with scrubby brushwood, and differing 
altogether in appearance, as perhaps in structure also, from the 
Seychelle group proper. Bird Island and St. Abbs are isolated, 
Dathkaisied spate of the dezeription under notice. 

Running towards the centre of the bowl, the soundings deepen to 
12, to 20, and to 32 fathoms; and give the last-named depth 
nearly up to North Island, which appears like a detached promon- 
tory of Silhouette. It seems, indeed, that the Seychelle Islands 
are the loftiest summits along the axis of a primitive system of sub- 
merged mountaing, whose lower scarps and intervening slopes and 
plateaux support the coral growth now sketched, | 
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A steepish woody ridge of hill-land runs the length of the Island 
of Mahi, now broken into transverse valleys, and now bright with a 
plot of greensward—here exposing a granite cliff, and there dis- 
covering a torrent-scarred ravine of red earth with overhanging 
brows of trees. Rain falls frequently, and almost every species of 
tropical plant seems to flourish: I observed, among alos vegeta- 
tion, the guava, the Seville orange, the leechee, the breadfruit, the 
manioc, the sweet potato, wild ginger and arrowroot, the caju-nut, 
cinnamon, cloves, palms of many varicties—for example the sago, 
the areca, the coco-nut, and the coco-de-mer; coffee, vanilla, the 
tamarind, the mano, rice, pawn sooparee, sugar, cotton, nutmeg, 
mace, the poppoi, also the casuarina, the girus, the wood known on 
the island as the nut-wood, and which is useful for a broad, long, 
and durable poking, the fan-palm or traveller's friend, and the 
neem tree. Ido not know how many among these species may 
be indigenous ; but I am told that some at least of them have been 
introduced. 

The mangoes did not look healthy; cotton and rice, I learned, 
had been extensively planted during the French oecupation of the 
island, and throve excellently ; ste ale incenidl to pield a rood 
berry. Sugar—of which I visited an abandoned estate of some 
600 acres on the north-west side of the island—does not seem to 
pay ; but whether want of success were attributable to an unsuitable 
soil and climate, or to want of skill and industry, I could not 
accurately ascertain. The groves of cinnamon were dense, large, 
and luxuriant; but this spice does not py as an export. 

The climate of Mahi is reputed singularly calubrious for an island 
situate only five degrees from the equator, Fever i almost 
unknown, and the commonest disease is dysentery. Wood of an 
excellent and durable quality was formerly abundant on the slopes 
of the hills; but the supply was recklessly wasted, and is now nearly 
exhausted. ‘The best wood for building purposes is now brought 
from Silhouette. Seep will not thrive at Mahi. But goats, it is 
said, do well enough, although I saw very few on the farms. No 
cattle are bred on the island; nor is beef killed, unless when a 
cruiser may chance to call in. Both sheep and cattle are imported 
in small numbers from Madagascar. A few ponies also are im- 
ported ; and I noticed one young camel, looking very raw, wet, and 
unhappy. Roads, in a general way, there are none; though one 
leads from Port Victoria straight up across the backbone of the 
rank but shrinks into a footpath as it descends the western water- 


,_ 1 saw but one (capes of the coco-de-mer, Praslin being the 
only island where this palm, unique it is said in the Seychelles, 
is indigenous or thrives spontaneously. — It is called the loftiest and 
longest-lived of the palm tribe. When first it appears above 
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ground it throws out one large leaf, and for some years following 
throws out annually one leaf more. Then it begins to protrude its 
endogenous trunk ; and when the trunk is well up, the age of the 
tree may, it is supposed, be known from the number of rings on its 
rind, added to the number of leaves on its coronal. ~The wood, 
branches, and fruit are very serviceable. The creole girls peel the 
leaves into thinnest strips, and work these into delicate and beau- 
tiful baskets and fans. The shell of the fruit you may find, anon, 
turned into the schallop of some Fukeer in Northern India. 

The census, which distinguishes only between the sexes, gives _ 
the population of the whole group of th Seychelles at from 6000 ° 
to 7000 human beings, Of these, Mahi may number 2000, and 
Praslin 500 inhabitants. But this estimate is approximate merely, 
The population of Mahi is principally creoles ; these are reputed 
indolent and good-natured, addicted to drink, especially rum; of 
easy morals, and long-lived. Their staple of food is manioc and 
fish, of whicl latter article there is abundance, though carelessly 
sought. They consume also poultry and rice, and occasionally 
turtle, which are brought from the Amirante Isles, and preserved 
(orgies ponds, drained and flooded by the ebb and flow of the 
tide. : 

Port Victoria is the chief town of Mahi: a neat township pic- 
turesquely dotted among underwood immediately above the fe of 
sea beach and along the lowest swellings of a background of hills, 
It possesses a creditable stone-masonry church, and the Govern- 
ment House peeps out prettily from its trv Regis: grounds 
and shrubberies. A clear boulder-strewn stream rushes down 
between the Commissioner's lawn and the main street of the town, 
The houses in general are built of wood upon coral foundations, 
and have the high roofs, gables, and general character of the 
little chateaux and farmsteads of Normandie. Creole French is 
the language of common life, with manners and customs to 
match. Here, as everywhere else in the East, orientals adopt 
French modes more readily than they do those of any other 
European nation; and you may find a crisp-woolled minx of an 
African, with thick lips, gesticulating about her civil rights, and 
adjusting her erchieh her boddice, and her gaudy skirt, just as 
though she were a pert little grisette. 

Considered as a port, Victoria offers sheltered anchorage during 
the south-east trade and south-west monsoon ; but is open to the 
force of that from the north-east. Mahi itself protects the harbour 
to the westward, and a chain of islets to the eastward. The 
southernmost link of this chain is separated only by a narrow and 
reef-strewn channel from the main island. However, few square- 
rigged vessels visit Mahi : octasionally one of the cruisers from 


a 
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the division of the east coast of Africa calls in; and Port Victoria 
is considered, I believe, as one of the best stations in that division 
for giving leave to the men. American whalers sometimes put in 
for water or provisions ; but, on the whole, the trade of the island 
is trifling, and is principally carried on in small schooners running 
between Mauritius, the Amirante, and Seychelles. These bring 
supplies and miscellaneous goods from Mauritius, and turtle, whic 
are speared, from the Amirante. They carry back coco-nut. 
Estates of this nut yield good returns at Seychelles, and I was 
informed that the proprietor of the larger portion of Silhouette 
lives at Mauritius in affluence upon an income drawn from coco 
estates on the islet. When at Zanzibar, Captain Oldfield and I 
gave some encouragement to an Indian merchant to run @ small 
cargo of rice, coffee, and other provisions to Mahi, The profit on 
the venture was considerable, although the goods were sold out of 
hand. And I have no doubt that, on a small scale, a remunerative 
trade might be driven between Seychelles and the east coast of 
Africa, woods from Zanzibar were chipped in a dhow, which 
ran across in the month of May; and this was, I believe, the first 
native craft that had ever made the pee 

Politically considered, Seychelles, like the Amirante Isles, are a 
dependency of the Mauritius Government. The subordinate 
administration of Seychelles is in the hands of a Civil Commis- 
sioner, on an income of about 1000 per annum. The chief 
judicial functionary is a District wen ae who becomes. admi- 
nistrator ad interim in the absence of a Commissioner. There is 
also a Medical Officer and an Inspector of Police, with a detach- 
ment of some 22 constables. The cost of the Seychelle adminis- 
tration I understand to be about 6000/. per annum, against a 
revenue of from 1300 to 1500/. per annum, collected on the 
islands, and derived mainly from an excise on rum, together with 
a customs receipt of about 100/., being an import duty at 6 per 
cent. ad valorem, gathered on the spot. It is asserted, however, 
that the bulk of the Seychelle revenue should be customs, but 
that these are principally collected at Mauritius, and appear in the 
Mauritius returns ; since nearly all imports, whether of provisions, 


miscellancous ; and even coolies from India, are | | 
through the Custom House at Port Louis before being transmitted 
to Seychelles. 7 


The jurisdiction of the District Magistrate extends to all 
criminal cases, wheresoever committed on the Seychelle Islands. 
He can imprison for any term ; but in cases of murder he simply 
institutes preliminary proceedings, and the trial is held in Mauri- 
tius, whither witnesses and accused are et as opportunity 
may offer. Complamants, defendants, and ,parties criminally 
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charged, on whatsoever island, come to Mahi as the court of first 
instance. ‘The Judge does not go on circuit, Appeal lies to the 
higher court at Port Louis in cases of imprisonment for more than 
one year, or of fine above 50/, Hard labour on the roads obtains, 
and is found to work well. The average number of prisoners in 
jail at one time may be about 50.° All civil cases are open to 
appeal to Mauritius. Landed titles, like other matters on the plea 
side, are subject to French law—the old Code Napoléon, I 
believe. About 12 judicial transferences of land have been regis- 
tered in 5 years; the estates transferred varying in value from 
1000 dollars up to a maximum of 5000 dollars. No land-tax is 
levied; all land being held in fee simple. All correspondence 

asses through the Commissioner, and is liable to his remarks, as 

ud of the local Government. 

The old French mark passes as the common small currency of 
the island. Its value may be about three farthings. The rupee 
and the dollar, cially the Maria Theresa or black dollar (still 
struck at Vienna from a die preserved for use on the east coast of 
Africa, I believe) are also current. 

The inhabitants of Mahi assert that they suffer from being a 
dependency of Mauritius. They would prefer that Seychelles 
should be a separate government, so that their Commissioner 
might enjoy more real power, especially in financial matters, and 
for the prosecution of works of public utility. They consider, 
further, that the desired change would preclude references and 
consequent delays ; that justice would be brought to their doors ; 
and that there would be a greater incentive to development of the 
resources of the islands on the part of the local Government. They 
would like also some degree of Municipal Government to be 
initiated in the more considerable islands, such as Praslin, so as to 
save the necessity for reference in minor matters to Mahi. ‘They 
would wish their coolies to be imported direct from India, instead 
of through Mauritius. Indeed, they complain much of the want 
of labour, although Captain Oldfield brought them a supply of 
nearly 400 emancipated slaves from the east coast of Africa, 
These are now carefully registered, protected, and provided for, 
[talked with one man, a runaway slave of His Highness Syed 
Burghesh. The fellow told me his wages were 6 dollars a month, 
that he was saving money, and that he intended to return to Africa 
directly he had made a bag. 

Defective titles to some of the estates is another alleged ground 
of complaint. It appears that, in the first instance,-French immi- 
grants settling on these islands received grants of lands in allot- 


* 1am not sure but that some ofthese fifty may have come from Mauritius, 


25 Pewty on the Island of Mahi, Seychelles. 


ments of 108 acres each, upon condition of residence and building 
within a period of one year. These grants were made provisionally 
at Seychelles, and were afterwards confirmed in perpetuity by the 
Superior Government at Mauritius. When, however, the English 
ta Geobellen aud which they did some little time before taking 
Mauritius, they continued to graut provisionally as before ; but of 
course no confirmation took place from the Isle of France so long 
as the latter remained wees Hence the titles of estates granted 
during that period were unconfirmed at the time, and still so remain. 
This defect, the creoles say, should in equity be remedied. __ 

Thus much for the little oe of the good people of Mahi. 
Others assert that all their difficulties and their poverty are due to 
their own want of thrift, industry, and enterprise. One fact is 
obvious—that Nature has given them a delightful island, abundantly 
watered, well stored with wood, rich in soil, capable of producing 
the fruits of many climates, and healthful. Where these blessings 
are freely bestowed, it is diffieult to believe that man cannot 
render life useful, prosperous, and happy, provided only he himself 
be virtuous, prudent and persevering. 

The mail-steamer to and from Aden and Mauritius calls at 
Mahi; except during the months of June, July, and August, 
when, owing to the force of the south-west monsoon, it avoids the 
islands on its passage out. It eo chanced that, during the week I 
in Port Victoria, waiting on board Her Majesty's steam- 
rigate Orestes for the mail, the Seychelles were visited by a 
violent hurricane, the first ever experienced there. This circular 
storm, strengthening out of the south-east trade, veered southward, 
westward, and gave us its full fury from north-west. It then 
moderated Sok Canis, hung a while at north-east, and finally 
subsided into the south-east trade again, followed by floods of rain. 
I do not remember to have ever heard any sound so mournful as 
the ‘Titanic sobbings of that hurricane—now hushed an instant, 
as, spent with passion, the tempest gasped for breath. 

During the storm there were reefs all round us within a few 
hundred yards, and the shore was not a mile distant ; yet we could 
see neither land nor reef, nor even sea, but only a scud of foam 
blown past the side like lace rapidly unrolled, On the storm 

bsiding, the scene ashore was melancholy indeed. The steeper 
hill-slopes had been washed bodily down into the valleys: in some 
instances crushing, during the night, estates, families, and houses m 
one common graye and ruin, The brook by Government House 
had burst its banks, and poured in a torrent down the main street 
af the town, hurrying houses, provisions, men, women, and children 
along its flood towards the sea. ‘Trees were torn up by the roots ; 
the palm tops were twisted off at thé neck, as quring the cannon- 
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ade at Mohamera; and the French Religienses were crushed into 
the earth as they stood with their priest and their scholars at 
morning prayer in their hospital. I left one day afterwards; but 
even then some “fifty people were asserted to have been killed or 
severely maimed, and it was assumed that some fifty more were 
missing on the one island of Mahi. The little schooners were 


crunched together and sunk. 
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I. Mr. Mantin’s Journal of the First Voyage, 1863. 


From Dovuntrru, Bay to tHe Lower Rarips oF THE 
(7LENELG KIVEr. 


June 22, 1863.—Doubtful Bay is a magnificent sheet of water, 
? miles in length from north to south, and six miles in breadth 
from east to west. Although in the summer vast quantities of 
water may from all sides pour into the bay, and the tides gain 
sdiditictiel- force thereby, yet, as it is thoroughly protected Eon 
every wind and from a heavy sea by a range of islands and reefs to 
seaward, and the natural break-water of shes Monigirmesy Islands and 
the coral reef, 14 miles still further to the westward, as the holding 
ground is of the very best, and as there is abundance of room in 
which to work the largest ship, Doubtful Bay, if ever this part 
of the Australian coast should be colonised, will prove a harbour of 
refuge second to none. From the great rise and fall of the tide 
also, 36 feet, this bay would be a good site for works necessary 
to the repairing of ships. A better terminus to the system of 
Australian telegraphs, when connected with those of Europe and 
Asia, I think it will be difficult to find. There does not seém to 
be any agricultural or even pastoral land in the immediate vicinity 
of the bay, and the hills both of the islands and the main are of the 
Most precipitous character. ‘The south-east shore is fringed with 
an immense mangrove swamp, intersected by numerous deep creeks. 
It has all the appearance of being the mouth of a large river, 





* This ere ofthe memoir is a portion of the narrative of an expedition sent 
ont, with live stock, from Western Australia, in search of new pastoral land jn 
the vicinity of Glenelg River (Lat. 15° 40°8,). The exploring party consisted of 
three gentlemen (bespdes Mr. Martjn), and sailed from Chainpion Bay (207 45° 
5. lat.) in the schooner Flying Foam, on the 6th of June, 1863. 
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About the centre of this mangrove swamp, on its western limit, 
rises the Conical Hill we had in line with the centre of “ Foam 
Passage” when we entered the bay last night. It is a remarkable 
hill rising abruptly from among the mangroves, of a. deep red 
colour, and without any other hill or land visible from our anchorage, 
nearer than two miles. I believe it to be of the old red sandstone 
formation, as are the islands to the-westward of the bay. ~ Wood 
and water are obtainable in Doubtful Bay. The old red sandstone 
here exhibits a great variety of the most picturesque —— Out- 
side the bay, in the ants it attains its grandest development, 
wrapping round older rocks and effectually protecting them from 
the action of the tides and current. The rock ia a conglomerate 
of fine hard gravel of a dark red colour. ‘The character of the old 
sandstone, and the way in which it is broken and worn away to 
form picturesque cliffs, is also well illustrated in the smaller islands 
to the south of the entrance to Doubtful Bay. A bold headland is 
here nearly sino from the principal island by the action of the 
waves, which have already worn away deep cavities beneath, and 
threaten soon to complete the destruction they have begun, The 
dark, frowning, and gloomy masses of rock are piled over one another 
in an order not irregular, and the huge step-like terraces, by which 
one may descend nearly to the line of high water, afford admirable 
instances of stratification, joints, and feults, The larger of the 
rugged, isolated, projecting fragments in the island, taken as a type 
of the whole group, is from 100 to 120 feet in height, and about 
the same in breadth and thickness. 

At 845 A.m., a party consisting of three of the explorers, with 
one servant, and the master of the vessel, left in the long boat to 
climb the range eastward of the bay to search for a navigable 
entrance to the Glenelg. Fires, in groups of two, sprang up from 
the sea-beach, where the party landed, to the summit of the first 
range ;—they are doubtlessly native signal fires. At noon the tide 
was running into the bay at the rate of four knots per hour. A 
ee many more fires are now springing up in all directions, 

\t 3 pt. a signal was made from the shore, upon which we got 
under weigh. About a mile and a half from our anchorage we 
met the party in the long boat. They report a rugged country 
without soil, but with trees and coarse grass growing luxuriantly. 
the latter was nearly three feet in height. Among the trees seen 
were—eucalypti, acacive, adangonia, palms, and a tree whose leaf, 
as to venation and other features, closely resembled the camellia. 
The walk was so fati See the ascent to the highest point of the 
range was not accomplished. ‘The natives seemed very numerous, 
judging by their fires and cooeeing, but they kept out of sight at 
first; indeed, a near view of one ihdividual only was obtained, 
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This native carried a bundle of unusually long spears. Before the 
party rejoined the boat, however, several were scen in the distance, 
as if watching the behaviour of their unlooked for visitors, From 
the set of the tide, which seemed to come from the north-eastern of 
the two supposed mouths of the Glenelg, as laid down upon Grey's 
hart, we determined to examine it more closely. At 4d pm. 
although the tide was just commencing to run out, the wind was 
sufficiently strong to carry us about 24 miles up the supposed river, 
to a point on the western shore, where a few detached rocks to the 
northward protected us from the force of the tide. We anchored 
in 10 fathoms water at about 50 yards from a rocky precipitous 
shore, about 30 minutes after sundown. At one mile from the 
entrance of this passage, on the eastern shore, there was a broad 
water-course, with mangrove swamps on either side, trending from 
east by south. | 
June 23.—Before breakfast a party went on shore, and in an 
hour returned with numerous specimens of the flora, together with 
peal aml other specimens. Of the geological collection, 
far the most interesting were the basaltic fragments. At 9 aa. 
the tide was ebbing rapidly. After breakfast another boating 
party returned with many specimens of coral and sponge alive, 
obtained from just below low-water line ; also a trochns and triton, 
both of which I believe to be undescribed cies ; rock-oysters 
were found adhering in large clumps to the reoks and to each other, 
but they were of small size. Ata quarter sey 10 a.m., we fired 
4 gun as a signal to the land party, who forthwith came on board, 
just as the anchor was weighed at the commencement of flood-tide, 
‘The passage here is little more than half a mile wide. About two 
miles to the north of our anchorage a reef of rocks came out into 
mid-stream. Through the passage, in soundings of from 8 to 17 
fathoms, the tide was now rushing with immense velocity ; at one 
time it took three men at the tiller to keep the vessel under 
command. Sailing through thia critical pass, not more than a 
quarter of a mile in width, the stream opened to a wide expanse of 
water about 6 miles in breadth, from east to west, with an appa- 
rently clear extent to north of about 9 miles. There seems to 
be an opening to seaward on the south-west boundary. This 
splendid sheet of water we propose to name George Water: there 
was barely a ripple rei its surface, and during the afternoon we 
were sailing gently through with a scarcely itd ey tide, at a 
rate varying from two to three knots, and in soundings exceeding 
15 fathoms. On our passage we observed dolphins, seals (Phocena 
vulgaris and Leptonyr weddellii), and many aquatic snakes (both 
hydrophides and Aydri) At 3.30 em. the water shoaled rapidly 
to six fathoms; the vessel Was put about immediately, and we 
then anchored in east longitude 124° 39° 15", and south latitude 


. 
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15° 45' 40". Before us stretched a long line of mangroves with 
several openings: one of the latter a little westward of our course. 
As soon as possible after coming to anchor, the boat party, as 
yesterday, left with provisions and equipment, for 24 hours, to 
search for a navigable passage to that portion of the river which 
had been seen by Grey; from which point we cannot now be 
distant more than ten miles in a straight line. The force of the 
tide, strange to say, is not much diminished here ; further observa- 
tions may, perhaps, show the reason why. At 8 p.m. the boat party 
returned ; they had found the passage N.N.W. of our anchorage to be 
navigable, with a muddy bottom, and boundaries on either side 
of mangrove banks. At a distance of about four miles from the 
vessel, the water-course divided at the base of a round hill, up 
which our explorers climbed a part of the way; but night coming 
on, they returned to the vessel. 

June 24.—At 9.25 ac, the boat party again left to search for 
an opening to the eastward of the mangrove bank, The stream 
immediately before us has a mud bar, dry at low water, but, from 
soundings taken last night, with more than a sufficient depth of 
water on it at high water; inside the bar the soundings exceed 
15 fathoms. An ibis, resembling the tis re/iiosa, or white ibis, 
was seen on the mud bar, but beyond the for of our guns. 
A curious marme creature of the nid Frrantia, jamily Eunicide, 
was this day captured alongside the vessel. It may be described 
as an elongated and distinctly armulated worm, possessing a well 
developed head, furnished with tentacles and eyes, and a mouth 
with an armed proboscis. The branchial tufts were developed only 
slightly. At 1 pm., the boat party returned unsuccessful as to 
their search for a navigable opening ; so, half-an-hour afterwards, 
we weighed anchor and crossed the mud bar in from 3 to 4 fathoms 
water; an hour and a half after this the ebb-tide commenced, and 
we cast anchor in 6 fathoms water about a mile south of the con- 
fluence of the two broad streams immediately before us. ‘Two 
parties then made preparation to start directly to examine the two 
streams. One of H ahi with the master of the vessel and one man, 
went in the long boat, and undertook the exploring of the western 
stream ; the other, taking the gig, pulled up the eastern, I belonged 
to the long-boat party ; we thoroughly examined our water-course 
and its tributaries, but we found that all the creeks terminated in 
tangled mangroves, through which the boat could not pass, At the 
junction on the return trip, we met the party in the gig, equally 
unsti : mangroves baffling all in their attempts to get 
¢hrough. The head of the broad sheet of water we entered 
yesterday, so far as we have examined it, consists of numerous 
islands, having in many cases their surfaces seme distance below 
high-water mark, The creeks which intersect these low mud 
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islands are deep—from 6 to 17 fathoms—with steep sides covered 
with a dense growth of at least five species of mangrove. At the 
head of one of these creeks the water was only brackish at high 
water ; this fact, coupled with the appearance of flocks of cockatoos 
and pigeons, argues the presence of fresh water at no great 
distance from our anchorage. A white crested eagle-hawk was this 
evening shot, whilst aha’ upon our topsail yard. Another 
white crested hawk, with wings of a rich choailati brown, the 
extremities of the feathers darkening to almost black, was shot, 
whilst perched upon a mangrove; this I believe to be an unde- 
scribed species; I have therefore spared time to preserve the 
skin and skull. The aquila fucosa we have seen already several 
times, 

_ dune 25.—At 4 a.m,, two boat parties were dispatched. In the 
long boat, Mr. Cooper and Mr, A. Brown, with one servant, went _ 
to examine a gulley in which we thought we saw a cascade on 
the 23rd, with a view to discover some convenient spot where 
we might obtain a sufficient supply (1000 gallons) of fresh water to 
fill up our tanks; we have Sale G00 gallons on board now ; the 
stock require a plentiful supply, as the temperature ranges rather 
high, ‘The shore party in the gig consisted of two of our party, 
with a man to bring the boat back after they had landed. Tie 
shore party were to walk to a high hill, distant about 5 miles, and 
from its summit to examine the country, and if ‘septs discover 
water communication with that portion of the Glenelg seen by Grey. 
The man, after landing the party, was to return to the vessel and 
then explore the creeks in Sia of fresh water, ‘The gig returned 
at § A.M., after landing us on a mud-bank where there were tracks 
of alligators, both large and small. One large creature,—its motion 
was too rapid to catch more than a glimpse (although from that 
glimpse I believe it was an alligator),—ran down the mud-bank 
opposite to which we were anchored, and with a loud splash plunged 
into deep water. This was about the time of sunrise. I watched 
some time, hoping to see it again, but in this hope I was dis- 
appomted. Parrots, cockatoos, pigeons, and kingfishers, were all 
most richly cvloured ; they were very numerous here, Small birds, 
too, not larger than humming-birds, fluttered about in great 
num bers, 

The morning was occupied in taking observations to determine 
the exact position of the vessel. Found the longitude to be 
124° 39’ 12" &., and latitude 15° 43' 10" s. Found a ecarlet- 
and-black pea in the pod, with leaves but no flowers, Found 
a half-ripe bean floating past the vessel. The long-boat party, 
returned at 1 pm. After sailing down the western See of the 


broad reach for a,short distatice Sa landed at  epeno: fe 
nd water, ey 
it 


and looked for water; and although 
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ey did not 
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collected some highly interesting geological specimens. Finally 
they landed at me Boe red Ril four exedke to the south of the 
cascade gully ;—(this latter, by the way, is no cascade at all—but 
merely a vein of greenstone, which, glistening in the sun, gave us 
the effect of falling water when we were about four miles off); but, 
to continue: the party had landed and were advanced some 
distance in the moins bank of the little stream, when they over- 
heard natives among the mangroves. In a few minutes about 20 
natives made a bold dash to cut off the party from the boat. 
A very numerous body were also seen rapidly approaching in an 
opposite direction, that is from the south, The first body of 
natives then advanced steadily in line, each with a spear shipped 
in a woomera (throwing-stick) and a bundle of spears held in the 
left hand. At 15 paces from our party, who had now covered 
each his man, the natives were prepared to throw their spears, as 
was seen by their left hands bemg lowered from the spear about 
to be thrown. One of them then pred in advance, and just as 
he was in the act of hurling his deadly weapon, the first shot was 
fired. Although the native fell, the rest still advanced steadily. 
A second then ran forward: he fell at the firing of the second shot, 
This made them pause for a moment and then retreat in all haste 
behind the mangroves. During the retreat, a third charge of shot 
was fired at one Poe fellow in the act of running away; none of 
the shots proved immediately fatal. A ludicrous incident in the 
affair happened to the man in share of the boat. He was in 
the water endeavouring to prevent the boat groending when he 
first saw the natives ; be immediately took up the gun left for his 
protection, and found it was not loaded. He at once loaded it, and 
then discovered there were no caps left in the boat. The affray 
commencing, be levelled his te piece and commenced a series 
of shouts and grimaces that rivalled, if they did not excel, those 
made by the natives. From these details two conclusions may, 
I think, be arrived at. First: That a species of discipline sterile 
among the natives ; this was evident from the regularity of their 
advanee and retreat, and their conduct under fire. The use of fire- 
arms was apparently unknown to them; the rifles, judging by their 
approach to within a distance of 15 paces, they probably mistook 
for a kind of club. Second: That the attack was gies 
as will be seen from the following particulars :—Their personal 
decoration must have occupied them some considerable time ; their 
foreheads and temples were ornamented with the figure of a half- 
moon, painted in white. Each man carried a bundle of very long 
1 fe They had most likely seen us sail by their encampment 

st Twesday afternoon; indeed, we passed so clozely as to see 
plainly that the place was a native excampment, by the number of 
stnall fires, the smoke from which just curled up above the mangrove 
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and other trees. After the skirmish our party passed by some of 
their fires recently extinguished by scattering about, probably with 
a‘view to conceal’ their proximity just before the attack. Around 
their fires were strewn fragments of sere (syenitic) with 
conchoidal fractures, broken so as to adapt the cutting edges for 
making and pointing their spears, chips and shavings of which 
lay in all directions. Specimens were obtained of this greenstone 
and also the limestone (a brecciated limestone) which is used, after 
burning, as a paint, Several other geological contributions were 
brought away from the vicinity; they nearly all belonged to the 
primary group. | 

None of the native weapons were secured, as it was not deemed 
erpeciene to follow them into the mangrove thicket; and the whole 

air from beginning to end occupied so short a space of time that 
not one of the party noticed even whether the spears were barbed 
or not. The half-moon figure scems to be their war standard : 
even the night previous to the encounter we noticed the shape of 
the fires on the side of the hill above their cam », to have a half- 
moon-like outline. In person the natives were tall, road-shouldered, 
muscular, and exceedingly black. ‘Their hair was straight and tied 
at the back of the head. They had no covering whatever. Our 

irty remained on the spot for about half an hour afterwards, col- 
tecting such botanical and other specimens as lay in their way. 
Just before leaving in the boat, the native women and children, 
who, from higher ground, had surveyed the attack, commenced a 
wail which resembled that fabulous Dutch concert, where every 
performer contributed to the harmony by playing his own melody 
JSortissimo, all commencing at a given signal. One remark wore 
may be worth recording, perhaps, as it may tend to prove how little 
communication takes place between the various native tribes, 
When the attacks were made on Grey and Stokes, the natives 
invariably retired when a shot was fired, or, at latest, when the 
first man fell. Here, however, it was only at the second shot that 
some connection between the boat party as a cause, and the falling 
of their men, as an effect, seemed to dawn upon them, The a 
of the rifles did not produce the slightest hesitation or sien of fear, 
The afternoon was occupied in attending to botanical specimens, 
securing various packets of seeds, and so forth. A very pretty 
gomphrena was among the botanical collections of to-day. 

At 4 p.o. the land party returned. From the summit of the hill 
they had seen the River Glenelg, distant about six miles to the 
eastward, and they recognised the large lagoons with streams 
running into- them, as laid down in Grey's chart. ‘They also saw* 
the River Gairdner and the lan ae to the north as far as Camden 
Harbour. But the 80 or 40 miles of low flat country, as shown upon 
Grey’s chart, seemed ‘from the position of our party | consist of 
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well-grassed ranges of hills, with here and there fertile flata The 
hill from siahiitiane observations were made was about 600 feet 
above mean sea-level ; but viewed as this part of the country was 
by Grey from a distance of 15 miles or more, and at an elevation 
of 1000 or 1200 feet, it doubtless presented an aspect exactly 
corresponding to that mentioned on the chart. The party also 
sighted the Glenelg running towards George Water, and also its 
ik course above the rapids, taking a general southerly direction. 
They also observed a chain of mangrove marshes running from 
some swamps, on the northern side of the hill, towards and into 
Camden Harbour, From these observations and bearings it 18 
probable the water we are now in has no navigable communication 
with the Glenelg nearer than George Water. Only one opening 
remains to be examined and that lies in the north-east corner o 
George Water, so named after the discoverer of the inland Glenelg. 
The inpenetrable mangrove-swampe forming the northern boundary 
we propose to name “ Barlee's Impediment,” after the Honourable 
the Colonial Secretary of Western Australia. More tracks of alli- 
gators seen in the mud to-day, | | 

June 26.—At 9 Am. a large alligator, not Jess than 20 feet in 
length, came out from the mangroves abreast of the vessel and 
slowly floated along with the receding tide, just below the surface 
of the water. With the binocular glasses we could clearly dis- 
tinguish the head, eye, ridges of the back and tail, and observe the 
slow paddling motion of the feet. ‘The master of the vessel, whilst 
out with the long-boat in search of fresh water, saw a small alli- 
gator, about 3 feet in length, on a mud-bank ; he fired with shot, 
but these glanced from the creature’s back as if it had been a cuat 
of iron. At 10 a.m. the boats again left to buoy the stream to an 
anchorage nearer the spot where they expect to find fresh water. 
At noon the boats returned; the found an abundant supply of 
fresh water and cut a road through the mangroves to the water's 
edge in the creek. The master buoyed the passage to within a few 
yardsof theroad. At 5 p.t. set sail to go up to the new anchorage, 
Anchored again in one fathom water, at low tide, about a mile and 
a half from last “eile up the north-west stream, i the con- 
fluence, The tide even here rises 36 feet. There is plenty of fresh 
water in the bush: almost — little gully yields a supply. It is 
perfectly fresh, but it has a slightly bitter taste, only just per- 
ceptible. During the night an exceedingly heavy dew falls here. 
Lying on the dock to sleep, we are ciliped to make an awning of 
the SRT ee < 
© June 27.—At daylicht the gi¢, manned by two of our party, and 
one of the men, left the eae with prdvisions for we rik to 

‘plore the north-east corner of George Water. Shortly after- 
wards all spare hands left in the long-boat with two hogsheads to 
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fill with fresh water. At 9 ast. the first trip was accomplished : 
they brought back 130 gallons of water, The obtaining of it, how- 
ever, was very hard work, They had cut down mangroves from the 
spring to the landing-place, a distance of nearly 200 yards, and 
with the felled trees they made a corduroy aaa over the mud: 
along this road the water had to be earried in buckets to the boat. 
The road was passable on foot for a man carrying two buckets full 
of water, but not solid enough to bear a hogshead when filled ; 
otherwise the watering might speedily have been concluded. I was 
left, with the steward only, in charge of the vessel: in the event of 
an attack by natives—here the creek is not 50 yards wide at low 
water and only 6 feet deep—I consoled myself with the belief that 
if the steward could only load fast enough we could manage to hold 
the Foam for some hours, The tide was still nearly 56 feet here, 
9 sp hogsheads of water were obtained to-day: the softness 
of the mud proved a greater hinderance than was expected, 

June 28.—At 1 a.m. the gig party returned. - They have found 
a passage into Grey's part of the Glenelg, through the little bay to 
the north-east of George Water; the accurate examination of this 
bay was abandoned last Wednesday as unpromising. ‘The Glenel g 
falls into this bay, which I intend to name Maitland Bay, by a very 
narrow mouth, situated on the eastern side, as L have hitherio firmly 
believed by every indication: the ap aranee of the ranges war- 
ranted. this conclusion; and the fact that the chart of our voyage, 
Jotted up to the present date, leaves a blank of scarcely two aioe 

ween! our survey and that of Grey, made the case stronger: the 
banks of each part of the river in the two charts trending towards 
the other in the most unmistakable manner, and, seemi rly, 
inviting us to persevere and accomplish their perfect union, Tits 
might have been done three days ago, had a more thorough 
examination been made; but Wednesllay’s search in the same 
direction proved useless, ee from over anxiety on the part of the 
explorers engaged. . ‘They did not deem themselves justified in 
spending an hour more in that direction; because ( 1) the stock of 
fresh water (our total consumption exceeds 50 gallons per diem) 
was getting low; (2) there seemed but little hope of a navigable 
river flowing into Maitland Bay; and (3) to the north of our 
anchorage a sufficiently broad and deep stream lay immediately 
before us. This, after very accurate and determined examination 
proving to terminate by numerous branches in mangrove-creeks, 
not passable by the gig, and in many places traced to the very base 
of the hills—this brought about the resolution to undertake the 
land exploration of Thursday, and the boat trip of yesterday, which 
have resulted so perfectly to our satisfuction. 

Before quitting ¢his series of mud-islands and mangrove-swam: 
I could have wished to preserve an accurate delineation: but ine 
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artistic skill suffices not to record a any of the varied 
effects. ice pa alone could sind e minutia; I can 
only compare the effect to that of a level country with clumps 
of varied and exquisitely green trees, having openings—now 
straight—now serpentine—ever graceful ; with a ground of crystal 
reflecting every leaf with an almost exaggerated accuracy. Re- 
ference to the meteorological journal will shew an almost entire 
absence of wind and cloud during the past week. The tides are 
regular, and at springs rise 36 feet. High water in the “ Impedi- 
ment,” at full and change, would be, by calculation from observed 
tides, at 9. a.a. But the highest tides occur three days after the 
full and change. 

At 6 a.m. got the anchor home and, towed by the long-boat, 
proceed south to the mud-bar, en route to the newly found passage 
to the known part of the Glenelg. The south-west passage from 
George Water to the sea bears south-west from the anchorage 
of Tuesday last. Native fires still discernible to the West of 
Cooper's Creek, but at some distance inland. Anchored at noon 
just inside Rocky Island at the mouth of Maitland Harbour, in 
the north-east corner of George Water. At 2.15 p.m. got the 
anchor aboard and attempted to tow with the long-boat, but we 
could only just keep our position owing to the force of the 
tide, At 4.20 p.m. a slight breeze from the south-east gave us 
a slight advance. The shores of Maitland Bay are of old red 
sandstone, covered with long coarse grass. Adansonize and Euca- 
lypti prevail. .A shrub (in fruit) with a strong lemon odour was 
obtained here, as also some varieties of Melaleuca, a white Hibiscus 
and some other plants in seed. The soundings in Maitland Bay 
averaged 15 fathoms. | 

The mouth of the Glenelg was entered with some little diffi- 
culty: a reef bars the entrance, but there is a deep channel near 
the southern end of the reef. The mouth of the river is about 
a quarter of a mile in width for the first mile; and it takes a 
general south-east course, There are several small rocky islands, 
in this first mile, from 25 to 50 feet in height. The banks also 
partake of the same precipitous character. A sudden bend of 
the river opens into a reach, having a northerly course of about 
four miles; and a width in some places exceeding a mile. This 
reach, like the first mile of the river, is studded with islands and 
reefs running parallel to the general course. We anchored to 
the north of a rocky point on the left bank, about two miles up 
the reach, in 5 fathoms water, at 7 p.m. A little to the westward 
sod northward of the anchorage, on the right bank, there are 
mangrove and mud islands; and, no doubt, there is a tidal com- 
munication between this part of the Glenelg aud Barlee’s Impedi- 
ment; at each change of the tide the set was observed to be 
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stronger in the direction of the Islands than in the direct course 
of the river. 

June 29.—At the dawn of day, the tide serving, we hove anchor 
and continued our upward course. ‘The wind was very light, so 
our p was slow. After passing the northern termination of 
the reach, the rocky banks of the river give place to mangrove 
and muddy shores; the belt appearing from the centre of the 
stream to be exceedingly dense. The course of the river also is 
now generally east by north. At about 14 mile above the point 
the tide turned, and there being no wind we were again compelled 
to anchor. Soon after this, the long-boat with a party of six, left 
to take soundings and to explore the river. At 4 P.a. the tide 
left the vessel aground on a mud-bank, and in half an hour she 
canted over to an angle of 30° and remained high and dry. 
Tracks of alligators from the river up the mud are to be seen on 
the north bank ; any one may easily understand, after an examina- 
tion of mud-banks such as this on which we grounded, how fossil 
tracks were preserved until they were sufficiently hardened ; here, 
on all sides, nothwithstanding the rush of tidal waters, tracks we 
know to be at least two tides old, remain as fresh and as perfect as 
if just made. This we observe both in the case of birds and 
heavy reptiles. 3 

June 30.—About 1 a.., the long-boat = ebro having 
gone up the river as far as the first rapids. y landed on the 
country marked in Grey's chart “rich alluvial soil ;" they found it 
level and covered with Soxuttant grass, in some places 9 feet high : 
in other places not exceeding 8 feet and apparently adapted to 
the keeping of sheep. They found fresh water in abundance and 
a second series of rapids in the river, They report the river itself 
to contain sufficient depth of water between half tides to sail the 
Flying Foam up to within a short distance of the first rapids, 
At 7 a.m. hove the anchor and commenced towin upwards, At 
half-past 11 A.m. got the vessel entangled among the mangroves to 
our great hinderance, A north-east wind, blowing in fitful gusts, 
ultimately compelled us to anchor again, having accomplished a 
distance of not more than two miles. The tide at $ ebb runs 
two knots per hour. At 5.30 p.m, aground: the vessel assuming 
an angle of not more than 20°, At 11 p.m, in a ae calm 
but with a favourable tide, we again hove anchor, and for two hours 
drifted along stern foremost, to a postion about one mile to the 
eastward of Alligator Point, Long Reach. The river here 
tenet narrows, The tide flows with great velocity in the 

ttle bend of our evening anchorage. Duration of flood-tide, 
5 hours ; of ebb-tide, 7 hours, Rise 28 feet. The mud contains « 
i proportion of sand at this part of the river, Mosquitoes are 
both numerous and troublesome, $ 
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July 1—At1 a.m. at anchor in mid-stream in Long Reach in 
d+ fathoms. At daybreak we found the vessel und at an 
angle of about 35°, with a ridge of rocks just rising above the 
mud, and stretching across the river from north to south, about 
200 yards in advance of us. Ducks flying about, but not within 
range. At 11.40 a.m. hove anchor. Along the banks of the 
river at low water we see clumps of oysters, and a shoal of 
papers has and repassed several times. At noon cast 
anchor near what appears a favourable spot for landing stock in 
three fathoms at high water. ‘The long-boat with two land 
parties left to search blame the right bank for a temporary depot 
and landing-place. At sunset the two parties met at the boat, 
when she was found to be about 20 feet above the water-level at 
the time. The mud seemed very slippery, so a line was sent from 
the vessel, and, the travellers having seated themselves, a slight 
BG Ho was given to the boat, when she glided down the mud at 
a flying pace into the water without the slightest mishap. Had 
the temperature been 120° lower, we might have fancied ourselves 
witnessing the Russian ice-hill 5 ae The parties report 
favourably of the spot selected for landing the horses, and the 
men have cut a road through the mangrove-belt down to the 
river-hank. In the afternoon, from the mast-head, took bearings 
of many of the hills shown on Grey's chart. Mount Lyell bears 
E. 25° .y., and is distant about 74 miles. At low water we are 
surrounded by detached rocks: it was fortunate the anchor 
happened to be cast in the midst of a soft mud-bank. .At low 
water the vessel draws 5 feet of mud! The mosquitoes are a 
perfect torment here. It is not possible to keep them wholl 
away: although we sleep in our clothes, cap and Scie included, 
with thick gloves and veils, the little pests, assisted in their 
onslaughts by minute sandflies, are continually finding their way 
within our lines. In fact, our only means of obtaining a few 
hours’ sleep during these long nights, consist in fortifying our 
position with an outer defence of opossum-rugs, with the fur 
inside ; and even under these apparently favourable circumstances 
the enemy (occasionally with success) puts into force every con- 
ceivable stratagem! with a view to surprise us. The flood-tide 
commenced at 11.15 p.a., and in twenty minutes the vessel was 
afloat ; after the first hour of flood, the rush of tide diminished and 
kept steadily on for three hours more, when the usual eight hours 
of ebb commenced, 

July 2.—Before breakfast, two of the party landed on the south 

k to see what game could be obtained ; after an hour's absence 

ey returned laden with spoil. One of two fine cranes shot by 
them measured from tip to tip of Wings, 7 fi; height, standing, 
oft. 6in; from claw to lower end of emur, 1 ft. 3in.; length of 
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femur, 1 ft. 14 in: colour, rose or French grey, with a rose blush. 
Besides these, there were ducks, geese, and a teal. These birds 
were obtained from the swamps in the summer bed of the Glenelg, 
left bank; 1 never saw so many varieties of birds or in numbers so 
great, in any other part of the world. For breakfast we had 
ress obtained in a raid last night; they were of excellent flavour, 

ut not fat: perhaps they are scarcely in season at present. 'The 
ducks are exquisite eating ; they fly over from one side of the river 
to the other in vast flocks. At 45 minutes after noon we com- 
menced landing the horses, and in an hour they were all safe 
ashore, in very fair condition. Not one of them has suffered more 
from the voyage than a week's rest and green food will remedy. 
The landing, although conducted in rather an every-man-his-own- 
master style, was certainly as smart and as successful a work as 
could be wished. At 3 P.M., five of the party started with the 
seven horses to travel up the right bank of the river to the spot 
selected for the temporary dept, whilst the long-boat under the 
guidance of the master of the vessel carried a load of provisions 
and stores by water. The long boat returned at sunset having left 
the depot party with the horses safely encamped, 

July 3.—A watering party went to the rapids with two hogs- 
heads, They returned at 4P.at., having been detained only by the 
tide, Preparing now for bush exploration. We propose first 
to examine the country between this and Camden Harbour, 
Amongst many highly interesting botanical treasures secured this 
day, | find a very beautiful bunch of flowers gathered from one of 
the numerous white acacias, which we here find growing plentifully 
on the banks of every fresh-water stream, It is generally associated 
with the palm. .As the palm alone here seems to be an unfailing 
indicator of fresh water, so this acacia would appear to be a fin er- 
post to point out streams plentifully supplied and constant. The 
tree here attains a heicht varying from 15 to 30 feet; but ata 
mile or two of distance from the mangrove-belt which fringes every 
salt-water stream, it attains, in some instances, a height exceeding 
rie feet. In arty detail it answers to the description of Mr. F, 
sregory—“ very handsome tree, resembling an ash, ., , , 
bearing a beautiful white flower, 4 to 5 inches across, having on 
the inside a delicate tinge of yellow, and yielding a sweet scent 
like violets."* Some bunches of this exquisitely ‘beautiful flower 

easured 3-2-2 feet. Where several of these trees happened 
to be im flower, in close proximity, the violet-like odour was 
ceptible at a great distance. Our old friend the very beautiful 
pea,—of a bright scarlet colour, with a jet-black spot on one end, 





* Journal of the North-Western Australia Exploring Expedition,’ F. Gregory, 
p. 18, 
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is still met with in every ramble ashore. These peas appear from 
the seed-pods to be precisely similar to those of Abrus precatorius 
which come from the East and West Indies, where they are used 
as beads, The leaves and root of this plant taste like liquorice. 
In the West Indies the Abrus preeatorius is called wild liquorice. 
The roots abound in sugar, ei from experiments made since the 
return of the expedition, I believe them a perfect substitute for 
liquorice in every respect. These beautiful seeds are strung for 
necklaces and other ornaments by the people of both Indies. 
Their specific name (precatorius) was given from the fact of their 
being occasionally made into Rosaries. De Candolle, sp ing. of 
the Abrus, says, “ these plants attain a height of about 9 ft. The 
seed is a wholesome pulse.” Hughes, in his * Natural History of 
Barbadoes,’ treating of Cajanus flavus, a pea most closely allied to 
A. preeatorius, says:—“ | know of no part of this shrub but what 
is of some use, wood is good for fuel, and by the often 
falling of its numerous leaves the land it grows upon is very much 
enriched ; and its fruit is of great service by affording hearty, 
nourishing food to man and beast. The peas, green or dry, are 
boiled and eaten, and esteemed very wholes me, especially if eaten 
in the wet time of the year; for, being of a binding quality, they 

event diarrhoas and dysenteries, so common in wet seasons. 
the branches, with the ripe seeds and leaves, are given to feed 
hogs, horses, and other cattle, which grow very fat upon them.” 
Nearly every word of what is here said of C. flavus applies to the 
pea now found growing abundantly in the Glenelg district. Here, 
too, the aborigines have dis | the valuable properties of this 
useful | e: for on the 31st July, on an wand 40 Collier Bay, 
many pods of this pea were found among the remains of a native 
feast, although no plants were observed growing upon the island. 

July 4.—Went to the depot in the gig: it is just below the first 
rapids, on the north or right bank of the Glenelg, and within the 
limit of the summer : not a very nice spot. The grass is 
plentiful, but rank: so much so that the horses feed away to 
eweeter prass growing within a rt short distance to the north 
and-east. Mount Lyell is just visible among the trees, distant 
about 44 miles north-east. Camden Harbour would seem to 
bear w, 33° x, from us, and to be distant about 18 miles ina 
right line; but so many ranges of high hills intervene, that we 
have no expectation of seeing the sea-coast in that direction, until 
we are within a distance of a few miles. In some fresh-water 
pools around the encampment, a lily of great beauty grows 
abundantly, 

July 5.—At 8 a.m. walked to a hill about a mile and a half 
W. 11} N., to seek ground for the mbasurementef a base line, but 
no suitable locality was found. The hill proved very rugged 
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in some places the stones had sh. ply cutting edges, in others they 
were rounded and loose,—piled in heaps; in all cases, owing to the 
luxuriant clothing of grass, they were seldom seen before they were 
felt. There is no great variety of grasses on our route of this 
morning, but all are thickly growing, and in height run from 3 to 
7 feet. Nearly all the hills appear grassed to their summits. 
This hill, which by Grey's chart is in a line with our depot and 
Mount Yule, afforded no extent of view to the north; a higher 
range, about two miles distant cut off our view in that direction; 
but to the east our range of view extended to Mount Lyell and its 
neighbouring hills. ‘The horses are eating better to-day; it was, 
of course, no more than might be expected that horses after being 
on board ship for a month, and being in the mean time tratefearsl 
to a new country, should, when landed, eat sparingly at first of their 
new food. Even the sheep to-day looked round bewildered, and 
showed but little disposition to eat. They cannot understand at 
first that grass four feet high, somewhat coarse and dry, as it is 
near the depot, from the advanced period of the season, is their 
destined food for the future. But in a few days all kinds of stock 
will feed amply here. The little tree with melon-like seed-pod and 
lemon odour ts now in flower all about these hills. Its yellow 
flowers and leafless stem look very curious as they peer above the 
high grass. I saw no specimen exceeding 9 ft. in height. Walk- 
ing among the acacias after sunset reminds one acutely of the 
little violets in the old country. In the afternoon sought for 
beetles, but after a diligent search, extending over ne: ly four 
hours, I was only rewarded with two or three small specimens, 
A few Geocores and Mantidm were seen, but not captured. 
Whilst hunting for insects, I came across a dead tree with the bark 
off, for a space of 3 ft. Gin. all round. 1 tested the wood with an 
axe—it was exceedin ly hard, and made the axe rebound. The 
barking I do not think to be the work of aborigines, as it is 
so regularly done, and apparently with a keener edge than the 
stone axe of the Australian native. As our camp is situated close 
to the Rapids, as the tree is much older than any of the trees in 
the jmmediate vicinity, and would therefore be selected for marking 
by any white man, and, as Grey's route on my copy of his chart 
runs close to this spot, I am convinced that the tree is one marked 
by Grey's party. 
Laxp Exrioration To Campen Harrovr. 

July G—At 7 Am, barometer 50-105; thermometer 55-8; 
wind 0, cloud 0. Yesterday I found a plant that had the smell and 
taste of mint, and another thaf'smelt strongly of musk. At 9.30 left 
camp with two of our party, three saddle and two pack-horses, with 
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a fortnight’s provision, having for our object to reach Camden 
Harbour, and examine the country between the Glenelg and the 
sea along the north-west and north boundaries of the district. 
Hanover Bay and the Prince Regent's River we do not at present 
intend to explore. I should describe the country between our 
starting-point and our noon camp as well fitted for leep, especially 
after the present growth of grass has been burned—as for feeding 
it down, it would be impossible. The riding over it now is very 
rough work, because we keep as nearly as possible to our pro- 
posed course ». 57° w., over hill and valley; but if the object 
was to find an easy road, I can see no difficult whatever. Pitched 
our cainp at © P.M. on the western branch of the Gairdner River. 
The afternoon's march has been much easier than that of the 
morning, and we have passed over a greater distance (6 miles) 
with less fatigue to our horses. From the summit of a rang GOO to 
700 ft. high, a beautiful prospect was obtained. The whole of this 
day's track lies throurh a splendidly grassed country; few birds 
have been seen, but ‘kang: oo and ere have been noticed 
e 





beyond range. My two companions ascended a hill to the west, 
and from the top they could eee the line of swamps extending 
towards Camden Harbour, During the night aheavy dew fell 
and some birds, uttering a ery I could not recognise, lew over our 


camp. 

Tas 7—Started at 7 aM.; country good at first and easy to 
travel over; rode two miles to the foot of a double-cone hill, 
900 feet high, then turning westward 3} miles round the base of 
two hills, one of them 700 feet in height, and 24 miles north 
of fine country to another hill 800 feet high, from which we had a 
magnificent view of sea and islands in Brecknock and Camden 
Harbours, with arms of the sea both north and south. From the 
hill to our camp, one mile, the country was exceedingly ri ase, 
with steep hills coming almost to an edge up and down. In a 
rocky cull of coarse red sandstone I obtained a large collection of 
shells, The grass was rather coarse and rank, like coarse wheat- 
straw; the country more rugged, but still easy and well ¢ : 
noticed some poor sandal-wood, also atastas thant and palms, 
and a rose-like vine. Good water, probably permanent, is found 
wherever ena are seen, Camped near the southern arm of the 
sea, which terminates in mangrove-swamps running towards a 
remarkable conical hill nearly due south, 

July 8.—Travelled over a country with perfeetly easy succession 
of undulations, then crossing the heads of several tidal creeks with 
mangroves, one of which we attempted to cross but failed, found a 
particularly easy country with gravelly soil stretching quite across 
the neck of the peninsula toward?’ Camden dlarbour. It was 
singular that our route of yesterday should have been eo remark- 
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ably rough; we chose it because it appeared the better of the two, 
but our march of to-day, although only a short distance from it, 
may be considered quite easy and well grassed. At 1 P.w., 
ascended a hill and took bearings; pack-horses and all went up 
here ; we had a magnificent view of Brecknock Harbour ; the green 
islands studding it and its silvery unrufiled surface, from thie 
position in which we stood could only be compared to emeralds in 
a broad setting of silver. ‘The view was so enchanting that I 
unwillingly ceased gazing at it to resume the dry work of taking 
observations, Camden Harbour is somewhat disappointing, it 
seems, as we look down upon it, so small after those magnificent 
sheets of water Collier Bay, Doubtful Harbour, George Water, and 
others, From Camp 4 we passed to a hill about one mile south-east 
of Camden Harbour, 600 feet high, and then on our return route 
to Camp 6, half a mile south-east, where we noticed a remarkable 
geological formation—quartz veins ene sandstone. At 4 P.m., 
resumed march 24 miles west to the southern heads of Brecknock 
Harbour, and after passing very tolerable country formed Camp 7 
in a well grassed and watered locality. During the night some 
heavy four-footed animal trotted past at no great distance from our 
camp, to the great terror of Peter, the pony. I am curious to 
know what creature it could be; it was a ae a heavy beast, 
and its motion I noticed very carefully, and can only compare it to 
a distinct trot. Butterflies abundant and beautifully coloured, but 
I do not catch as I cannot preserve them. | 

July 0.—At 8 A.M., en route passing over a particularly easy 
country, chiefly with a gravelly soil of quartz, ironstone, old red ~ 
sandstone, and trap, Here and there this easy country was cut 
by belts of strong country with coarse grass, but still not so rou 
in any place that a bullock or horse team could not travel all the 
way. Passing south of the double-coned hill, we made a course 
east by south, cutting all the little streams that drain the Mac- 
Donald Range, under which we camped at noon on the most 
eastern bend of the Gairdner. Under the range there was fine 
grass and large timber; the river has permanent water; in some 
of the pools was a carpet of lilies in flower; palms abundant, water 
excellent, and characee and other water-plants numerous. At 
3.30 P.M. resumed the march 4) miles to the first of the streams 
rising in the MacDonald Range and flowing into the Glenelg, over 
magnificently grassed downs, ently undulatmg, but elevated 240 
feet above mean sea-level, which becppeed calling “ Hampton 
Downs ;” they divide the streams falling into the Caidaee and 
Glenelg. Exquisite palms all around our camp. 

July 10.—To the Depét camp. All the country we passed over 
is beautifully grassed, but as*we approached the depét the grass 
became coarser; the soil is a rich alluvium nearly the whole dis- 
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tance. We found all well in camp. The parties looking for land 
seem disinclined at present to leave a depot party here, but this is 
a magnificently grassed and well-watered country, with a prac- 
ticable natural dray-route all the distance from Camden Harbour 
to this depét. ‘The whole of our route during the past week is 
fringed by timber of sufficient. size and in sufficient quantities for 
all building and pastoral purposes for many years to come; we 
have already seen 300,000 acres of land of the finest quality for 
grazing, atk at present, although it is now drawing near to the 
close of the dry season, clothed with prass of the most luxuriant 
growth. During our march of this morning there were places 
where, as we rode along, we could not see each other for the grass ; 
in fact the grass-seed was at least three feet above our heads. It 
is the opinion of us all that the lowest estimate of the carrying 
power of this district is a sheep to an acre, therefore 300,000 sheep 
might be fed upon it; but in this estimate of land- we do not 
include the sandstone ranges we have seen, which, although so 
precipitous as to be impassable save on foot, are still well grassed 
and available to the depasturing of sheep, and in process of time, 
as the more easily traversed land becomes stocked, would naturally 
be included im the runs. But to whiat extent the ranges would 
increase the pastoral lands of the district north and north-west of 
the Glenelg, it is impossible now to conjecture ; it is very easy, 
however, to foresee that in a short period after the settling of the 
country, ramblers in search of game, or shepherds would discover 
. easy passes through them, and feeding valleys to their summits, 
Another matter worthy of notice—we have not yet seen one of the 
many poisonous plants, the bane of the south of this colony, and to 
ee eo well accustomed as ours to the various kinds, they would 
if here, before this, doubtless have become apparent, 

July 11.—On board the vessel; found all the collections of 
specimens I had left behind excessively damp, and the botanical 
ones I fear spoilt, During the last night the mosquitoes prevented 
all chance tPelen; in spite of smoke or any attempts at covering 
ourselves up, In the morning a shooting party left for the lagoons 
on the iota side of the Glenelg, returning at noon with a goodly 
ri Lk Bod game. One of the silver-grey cranes measured 7 fect 
ee from tip to tip of wing, aud 5 feet 10 inches from toe 
to beak, 

July 12.—A day of rest. ' 

July 13.—Went to the depit, as it is proposed to start this day 
on the south and west exploration ; on our Way up in the long-boat 


6 feet, others at 25 feet in length. Left the depat at 2.30, p.m, 
with two saddle and one pack hors® carrying @ fortnight’s pro- 
visions, By a direct course steered for Mount Lyell, distant 
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4+ miles from depét, and visible all the way; reached it an hour 
before sunset, camped and then ascended to the summit. It has 
changed its appearance very much since Lieutenant Grey described 
it, and is now clothed with grass and trees; from a clump of huge 
stones on the apex we had a maguificent view of the surrounding 
country, extending over the Prince Regent River on one side and 
the Glenelg district on the other, 

July 14.—Left our camp at the foot of Mount Lyell and 
steered a course generally s, 20° E. until noon, 44 miles. The 
first mile was over very rough but well-grassed country, with the 
largest timber we have yet seen, and water everywhere; the last 
camp was our first experience of water without palms, there 
replaced by three species of acacia. The second mile was over an 
excellent grassed and well watered country, the third and fourth 
the same, but larger timber ; the last half mile was over sandy and 
rocky country very difficult to travel over, having deep creeks 
and water-holes equally difficult to cross. When we struck the 
Glenelg it was at a fine deep reach, one-eighth of a mile broad, 
with little current in it, and its sides were fringed with lofty euca- 
y is and cajeput trees, with fine grass down to the water's edge, 
Many new flowering trees were passed to-day, and kangaroo seen 
several times. oe everywhere around us, In the afternoon, 
after two hours’ particularly difficult travelling both for selves and 
horses, we only made one mile, and camped ina gully running 
into the Glenelg; we ascended the hill, out of which the gully 
runs; it was nearly all stones piled loosely, and spinifex. here and 
there, but with a fair proportion of feed. I was astonished to find 
a yery fine acacia growing among the pile of stones on the top of 
the hill, sufticient! large to enable us both to climb it, and, sitting 
among the branches, to take bearings. Here are rapids in the 
Glenelg, which in the rainy season must afford a magnificent land- 
scape, as the fall in the rocky bed is not less than 50 feet, Fish 
in the river and the water extremely good. 

July 15.— En route, stecring a general course of. 5, 20° x. 
After travelling an eighth of a mile we entered what we may well 
call “the Happy Val ey ;” this was a valley running to the south- 
ward, of no great breadth (say an eighth of a mile in the widest), 
clothed with a very carpet of green grasses. ‘The first pines we 
had seen here fringed our track and formed, with the old red sand- 
stone walls bounding the valley on either side, picturesque clumps 
of eights and tens intermingled with palms, acacia, eucalypti, and 
melaleuca, of great pa and beauty. A deliciously cool and 
clear stream of water flowed everywhere copiously along the valley ; 
we disturbed birds of varied hue, but mostly of brilliant colours ;” 
one kind of parrot struck me as peculiarly beautiful, the head and: 
tail of bright green, the wings of a silvery grey hue; pigeons were 
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numerous, but small; at the upper end of the valley two stately 
emus, at different intervals, gave us first an inquirmg and sus- 
picious examination, and then in turn afforded us an opportunity 
of observing their powers of retreating. The “ Happy Valley 
terminated in a happier circular plain of about half a mile diameter, 
covered with the most luxuriant grass, not less than three feet in 
height and perfectly level; this plain was bounded by timber of 
different kinds and a wall, broken here and there, of old red sand- 
stone behind the trees; the first Banksias we met with grew here. 
From the plain we ran up a creek bounded by rocky walls to its 
source in the dividing range, the route being over a chocolate- 
coloured sandy detritus; the neighbourhood had been lately burnt, 
was easy to travel over, well watered and grassed, and had an 
abundance of fine timber. Our afternoon course was over ex- 
ceedingly difficult country for three quarters of a mile, then, 
branching westward, to a gully running parallel to that of the 
moruing, we continued our course over a similar country until we 
arrived at a large flat, where we camped for the night. Just before 
making camp we saw extraordinary proofs of the recent presence 
of some very large, and, I should say from the tracks, five-toed 
herbivorous animal; during the day we saw a large stone-coloured 
snake, black cockatoos, at numerous kangaroos, 

July 16,—My a went to the top of the range bound- 
ing the eastern side of the swamp, and on his return reported that 
the country s. 30’ w. promised easier travelling, and we therefore 
started on that course, After crossing the Glenely and a most 
important tributary, at a spot which we denominated “ Rocky 
Springs wecamped. An entomological research produced me only 
eoptera, of three or four — a beautiful white moth with 
red markings rewarded me. Native fires sprung up in all direc- 
tions towards sunset; it is evident the aborigines are close to uz. 

July 17.—Ascended a hill 1300 feet high. There are between 
this range and the Prince Regent River three distinct high ranges ; 
one about 12 miles s, 20° E. appeared clothed with grass of the 
colour of that on Mount Sturt, and apparently as coarse. All the 
country within this radius of 12 miles 1 should describe as second- 
rate compared with the country north-west of the Glenelg, but still it 
was well grassed on the strong ridges, and magnificently grassed on 
the flats ; sas bs well watered, and possesses finer timber. The 
hill is singularly uninteresting im a scientific potnt of view, no 
specimen of any kind having been collected upon it except the 
cast skin of a small lizard; no flowers, no insects, except ants and 
flies; the latter are a daily pest except when travelling ; a few 
butterflies alone gave colour to the eye; clumps of spinifex appear 
towards the apex. . F | 

July 18,—Returned to the last camp, taking a more southerly 
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route. Thence x. 30° 10’ w. to the Rocky Springs, passing through 
some rich alluvial flats, having on our left a stony range well 
grassed and timbered. We have several climatic nuisances—flieg 
by day, mosquitoes by night, and ticks manifold both by day and 
night; beyond these trifling discomforts, the climate, since we 
passed the north-west Cape, may be described as heavenly ; only just 
warm enough in the middle of the day to make shade preferable 
to sunshine, and the nights delightfully cool but not cold. 

July 19.—Whilst thering palm-leaves to make a fire, I 
noticed a very beautifu wasp's nest pedicillated delicately to the 
under side of the green leaves; 1 was almost too late, however, when 
I returned, to effect the capture of one or two specimens; they 
seemed quite indignant at t intrusion, and threatened dire ver 
reance if molested. The capture of one or two of the ringleaders 
soon caused the rest to retreat, leaving their city with its inhabitants, 
in every stage of waspdom from the egg to the larve, an easy prey 
to my spirit bottle. Started, and by picking our way carefully up 
and down the gullies crossed the G enelo, by cutting down the 
palm jungle, after an hour's hard work, camped 14 mile further 
on, having only accomplished 4} miles direct, at 1.30 p.a., owing 
to one of the horses having been severely cut the previous day, 
All the ground passed over comes the last three days has been 
recently Sone by the natives. The bed of the river here is drift 
sand, nies a oo uper in the mrp of 300 to 400 bee 
width, fringed ‘ofty cajeput, eucalypti, acacia, and occasiona ! 
seas se I noticed one ‘ine white gum-tree, After 
dinner I went upon an entomological tour about a mile down the 
rivulet towards the Glenelg, but with partial success only as to 
beetles, there being so few flowering trees and shrubs in blossom at 
this season. In places here the white ants are very Numerous, and 
their hills are frequently from 5 to 6 feet in height with a diameter 
almost equal to the height, | 

July 20.—The period of sunrise here is a daily feast: a cloud- 
less sky, not a zephyr stirring with sufficient force to move the 
smallest leaflet, and a temperature perfectly enjoyable, even clad, as 
we were, in our travelling garments, which are simply our usual 
under-clothing, boots, trousers, and outer Crimean shirt, a silk neck- 
erchief, which serves as a cap at night, a light cloth cap, with calico 
cover cut after the Indian mode, with a well- jecting peak to 
protect the eyes from the noon-day glare, and a veil about 10 
inches square rolled round the cap, except when flies and mos- 
quitoes are troublesome ; these, with stout leather gloves only worn 
on state occasions, such as breaking a road thas prick] 
rose vine, acacias, or palms, complete our toilet 
Sunday, Started it 9.15 Ae, and after crossing two 
reaches of water at 1 A.M. crossed our southern peach and thence 
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paces our route down the Happy Valley, whence we passed over 
2 miles of stony ridges and 24 miles of easy well-grassed country, 
and camped on the Glenelg. 

July 21.—Travelled over easy-grassed country as far as Mount 
Sturt, where we were long delayed in crossing the Glenelg, and by 
a reedy swamp running into the broad stream near Mount Sturt ; 
reached the depét about noon, Went to the vessel to pack away 

mens and returned with instruments for measuring a base 
line, and took lunar distances in the evening to determine the 
exact ear of the depot. Since our departure all hands at 
dept have been occupied in cutting grass for hay, any quantity of 
which is at present to be had for the cutting, and it is of good 
quality and in such profusion all around us that ships might obtain 
cargoes of it as. a as it would be cut, made, and pressed into 
bales. Oue of the first objects that met our eye was a tolerably 
neat press, erected in the midst of the camp, He the manner of 
2 primitive wool-press; close beside the press lay six wool-bales 
of well-pressed hay, and about a ton of loose. During our absence 
a good addition has been made to my geological collection, which 
now includes what I take to be a fair number of specimens of the 
chief geological treasures brought from the hills by the summer 
floods of past centuries; many are of a highly interesting nature, 
either from their exhibiting the general geological features of the 
district, or from some peculiarity of conformation of strata or 
crystalline arrangement. 

July 22.—The party propose to send some of the hay on board 
to-day, from this I presume it to be their intention to reship some 
if not all of the horses, which I cannot think a wise | - 
ing, for these reasons: first, because a district of unsurpassed 
fertility has been found and traversed, possessing abundance of 
feed and water for half a million of sheep, together with timber in 
far larger quantities than will ever be required for building and 
fencing ee a district blessed with a climate which, at this 
season of the year, is a joy to live in, with evidences of continual 
and periodical summer rains of sufficient amount to warrant us in 
the supposition that this is no exceptional year of fertility, but that 
an annual supply of grass of a like quality and in no less quantity 
might reasonably be predicated; a district having a fine and 
sacurely Jand-locked harbour in Brecknock Bay, with a country 
of almost unequalled fertility immediately adjoining, and fit with- 
out road-making to drive a bullock or horse team over it at once 
so far as even to the very centre of the district: a district having a 
river leading from the southern harbour, in Doubtful Bay, to the 
Very heart of the grazing country—a river I should deseribe as 
safe and easy to navigate with carg@-boat, or a small steamer, frou 
George Water to the rapids, and south of the actual river-entrance 
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in the north-east corner of George Water, perfectly secure for vessels 
of any class or size, papessally if the south-west opening of George 
Water into the sea should prove, on our return trip, to be wider 
and leas tortuous than the entrance through which we sailed from 
Doubtful Bay. Here I must admit that although the Fixing 
Foam came safely through the passage, and the actual river 
entrance from George Water, still the work was hazardous (doubly 
s0 then from the fact of ours being the first soundings taken there), 
but even now, viewed from the most favourable point, a wor! 

fraught with visible dangers to any vessels larger than cargo-boats 
of 10 to 15 tons. At 10.30 started with Mr. Aubry Brown to 
Measure a base line south of Mount Yule, During the whole day 
it was exceedingly sultry ; being on a low mud-flat only just above 
low-water mark, without wind or cloud, we certainly felt the heat 
more than on any day since we landed in the G mele district. 
After finishing our chain line and solar observations, we discovered 
a convolvulus with the leaves and vine dry and dead, twined round 
4 mangrove; the seed was quite ripe; the signal for our recall 
sounded from the ship, the tide was then high enough for us to 
. ith diiculty, Our usual mode of going on board 
rom the mud-banks has been by a process, compared with which 
a mud-lark’s trade on the Thames is clean work, much more plea- 
santly described than performed, but this is a favourable descrip- 
tion of the process: after a toilsome walk along the northern 
margin of ibe, aggro ves we reach a spot where, at low tide, we 
are just able to wade through the mud and spots of water left by 
the previous tide, and then by a decidedly muddy and circuitous 
route reach a road cleared through the mangroves to the edge of 
the mud-bank proper, when, although we have a road-way paved with 
mangrove-logs, we sink up to our knees on a bluish grey mud of 
he consistency of dough, and in some places a man would sink 
over head in it if unacquainted with the geography, and then by 
a series of ungraceful evolutions glide alongside or into the boat 
to be put on board the vessel, objects to be carefully shunned and. 
commuserated ; we wash and change our garments and sit down 
perfect bonnes bouches for the mosquitoes. In early evening, that 
18 by the liberal use of smouldering we obtained a respite 
from the mosquito nuisance, but from that hour throughout the 
night an unceasing hum was ke pt up by clouds of these pests hover- 
ing about our heads, but wholly defeated in my case by the manner 
in which I was packed up in my rug on deck ; as to sleeping below, 
of course no one has been so venturesome as to attempt it during 
the past month. A 

uly 23.—This morning I found an entomological treasure in 
the shape of a tick upon my lefsarm: it was in the same condition 
as we usually find them—the head buried in the skin een 
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over a vein, and its body swollen with its stolen food ; it was larger 
than those we found on the Upper Glenelg. I tried the experiment 
of making it disengage itself by putting the lighted end of a match 
to its body ; but it required a second application before it would 
show any signs of relinquishing its hold, ‘This individual sceme 
unfitted for the experiment of drowning by oil from the hardness of 
its epidermis; but other species, as soon as a drop of oil is placed 
on them, disengage themselves quickly, owing, 1 presume, to the 
closure of the spiracles by the | i and the consequent stoppage of 
their powers of breathing. As they are frequently met wit in 
many parts of Australia, and as I am not aware of the existence of 
= recorded observations on their anatomy or habits, I think it 
will not be time thrown away to take measures to obtain as many 
species as possible and make some enquiries into their history, the 
more especially as I know no greater plagues to travellers in these 
parts of the world. It is not so much the immediate as the remote 
consequences that are to be dreaded, for if ae Lats the creature 
be detached summarily on its discovery, or rubbed off by the hand, 
its presence being wdhonticl its head may remain in the skin and 
then there is formed a hard callous lump, which I have known 
to become a source of pain and anxiety for two years after the 
first formation, ‘Towards sunset two of the horses and a party 
arrived from the sy and were got on board preparatory to 
leaving the river. am lost in amazement at this resolve; for 
granting the cost of leaving a depot here, I ask myself, can the 
expect to find 500,000 acres of land, in any pert of the world, 
capable of carrying perfectly half a million of sheep, at a cheaper 
rate? However our exploration will open to some future occupants 
this tract of superb grazing country, certainly inferior to none in 
the world that hare seen, and I have travelled much. In the 
evening the whole party returned to the depot. 

July 24.—This morning an alligator was caught by one of the 
eailors: it was 6 feet in length, head 1 foot 4 inches, first a of 
feet 2 feet 5 inches, second 2 feet 9 inches, circumference 2 feet, 
and weighed 80 Ibs. I skinned and dissected the creature, oka 
serving the cervical vertebra, lungs, skull, and skin. In the after- 
noon the remainder of the horses arrived from the depot and were 
got on board. 


From tHe Gueweta Rrver to Conner Bay. 


July 25.—In the early morning the long-boat went to the depot 
efor the sheep, and returned at § a.m. when they were forthwith put 
im their pens. During the day I was employed in cleaning, pre- 
serving, and stuffing the bones and*skin of thg alligator, a tedious 
operation, as come of the smaller bones are so aucaetlisigly thin that 
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the slightest cut would’ have easily passed through them. At 
dusk we left our anchorage and towed down the river to long. 
E. 124° 43’ 52", +s. lat. 15° 43' 8”, and stuck fast in the mud at 
3-45 pt. We did not perceive this bank on our upward passage, 
or we might easily have avoided it and continued to use the tide 
for another hour. On reference to our chart of the river we per- 
ceive our track runs along the northern edge of the bank: as shown 
by the soundings this bank can scarcely be called a hidden danger, 
for it consists of a deposit of mud about a foot in depth lying on a 
bank of mk thes affording a safe berth to any vessel 
during the receding tide ; but of course if the vessel were not some- 
what flat-bottomed she would have a considerable list. For two 
-hours before low tide we were left high and dry with the river 
running placidly on either side of us, ‘This change of anchorage 
of last night was a boon appreciated by every individual on board 
—we were actuallylenabled to sleep with our faces uncovered. 
Just before leaving our anchorage a desperate attempt was made 
to i a large alligator floating in the river like a loz: one 
shot from a rifle was fired and the ball undoubtedly struck the 
creature somewhere, for by ite rapid lashing of the water we can 
only suppose that it was in a flurry, at the very least; but, alas! 
when the vessel's gig and a numerous party reached the spot, no 
reward awaited them save the view of the still troubled water. 
Ore can imagine the creature, when aroused from its reverie by the 
leaden messenger, to give a look of intelligence around it, and on 
catching a glimpse at the advancing boat, to resolve, all things being 
well considered, to explore the bottom of the stream and recline its 
aching head on its customary mud-pillow, at any rate for a 
Beason, 

July 26.—At 8 a.m. left our anchorage, and by dint of sail and 
towing proceeded down the river at a tolerable speed. At 11 a.m. 
ran aground on a mud and sand bank half a mile southwest of our 
anchorage of June 6: the vessel was so far fortunate enough in ber 
dinice of a berth, as to have avoided a mass of sandstone rocks and 
boulders, which at low water we found immediately east of us, and 
against which, if she had struck, an unlucky thum ing would have 
brought us to a stoppage less easily than tl i did; moreover 
the rocky heap was a foot higher than the mud-bank, and the vessel 
could not have assumed so upright a posture during the interval 
before the flood-tide of the afternoon. The shoal patch I rE 
naming “Sunday Shoal.” At low water many of the party and 
some of the crew got over the side of the vessel to seek shells, &c, ; 
they were so far rewarded as to find an abundant supply of hermit 
re be which were new to many of them. None if the shells 
obtained struck me as cae very curious or new. ‘The party on 
the bank spread far and wide over the ground in quest of Gle- 
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nelg treasures,—I cannot say the treasures of the deep, for when 
the vessel grounded the lead proclaimed } less 1. Just before sun- 
set the vessel, in swinging with the flood-tide, bumped and grazed 
upon the rocks in the bed of the ‘river; there are not two fathoms 
on the rocks at high water. After sunset we sailed to a point m 
the river, long. £, 124° 42' 10", lat. s. 15° 45' 34”, three miles 
from our anchorage of the 28th June, and then anchored to await 
the tide of to-morrow morning, so that we may have daylight ‘to 
pass the narrows and rocky islands; it would be imprudent to 
attempt the paseage in the night owing to the force of the tide. 
We observed at our last anchorage that there was a considerable 
cet of tide out of the opening opposite to which we were anchored. 
This would e some other communication of the river with the 
sea, besides that with which we are already acquainted: this, 
although a question of great interest, would be a matter, the solu- 
tion of which would now be quite foreign to the object of the 
present expedition. 

July 27,—Sailed at 745 aot. with tide and wind north by east, 
in our favour ; notwithstanding this it required the boat, manned with 
four hands, to keep way upon the from time to time. Cast 
anchor in Maitland Bay at 11.20 close to the anchorage of the 
28th June. Nearly the raat was here engaged in securing a 
baobab-tree and collecting seeds, ‘The inner part of the baobab set us 
all to work chewing away, some pronouncing it almost as good as 
cocoa-nut ; but for my own part I think it tasted more like Indian 
rubber. At $ A... sailed and passed through the channel between 
the two islands off the southern extremity of the bay and the main, 
with soundings all iseiga 10 fathoms. With a variable wind 
we proceeded down George Water until 1 A.m. Tuesday, 28th July, 
when both wind and tide leaving us, we anchored in 10 fathoms 
(mud), iy gosionte E. 124° 34 10", latitude 8. 15° 51' 35", | 

July 25.— After a night of the most refreshing sleep, so well 
appreciated by us after our steamed and mosquito bitten nights on 
the Glenelg, we arose to see before us what we desired in the 
south-west corner of George Water; namely—a far wider, shorter, 
and from this distance we judge, a safer outlet to the sea than the 
south-east channel, by which we entered from Doubtful Bay. 
Sailed at 11.15 A.M,, calm; at 1 Pat, a breeze up, and we 
post as we had sighted a series of native fires close by the shore, a 
loud grating noise—whilst I was making entry of the last sounding 
4+ 5—and the sudden stoppage of the vessel showed us that we were 
azround on some rocks, where in a few moments the receding tide 
left us at an angle of 30°, on a comparatively flat rock with 
deep water on either side. The méster of the: vessel left in the 
long-boat ta examine the south-west passage, and after dusk he 
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returned, reporting a deep and safe passage, not as I supposed, to 
seaward, pers ‘Doubtful Bay, not very far distant from the 
south-east passage. Just before sunset the natives on shore lighted 
up many fires, and gave us a “cooee,’ but whether of friendship 
or defiance I know not; however, we returned the salutation in like 
form, and continued this pastime for an hour or so, hoping to 
entice them, if wg digi canoes, to pay us a visit. On the 
return of the long-boat the propriety of landing and tying up some 
dept (we had brought eihocliaies and other trifles with us 
‘or the purpose) to the trees was debated; but it was th ught 
generally, that the articles, when found, might be taken possession 
of with the idea that they had stolen them from us, and that the 
idea. of our leaving them there intentionally as presents, would 
involve too complex a matter for their understanding, When the 
tide suits, which will be about 9 p.w., the master of the Flying 
Foam purposes to sail down the newly explored channel, so it 
is vin improbable the natives will see us depart. About 9 p.m. 
set sail from the rocks, but the wind failing, had to tow the vessel 
down the south-west channel. It was a much safer passage from 
Doubtful Bay into George Water than the south-east one. ‘The 
soundings were equally good, and ita width on an average twice 
that of the other, whilst there was no dangerous navigation at all 
to be compared to the northern extremity of the south-east channel. 
Two points shown in the chart were exceedingly rugged, and there 
were many parts of the shores precipitous and some cliffs quite 
perpendicular, We reached Doubtful Bay in half an hour after 
midnight, and after cruising for some little time in search of a 
wind,. anchored s.8,w. (nearly) of the south-west passage into 
George Water. 








CoLLien Bay. 

July 29.—An immense whale (humpback) estimated at 6 to 
10 tons, is sporting about the bay. From this anchorage the two 
mouths of the Glenelg appear to be in the positions indicated on 
Grey's chart, and the shores of the bay and adjacent islands to be 
eodeeaels but not precisely correct. At 11 s.a. sailed with wind 
and tide into Collier Bay; the breeze lasted until after sunset and 
carried us well up into the bay, but then dropped and left us to 
the merey of the tide, which drifted us back again to the entrapce, 
from whence it is rather a pretty sight. It is a magnificent sheet 
of water; we sailed closer to eastern shore than the western, 
as it was the wish of the party to land and examine the country 
sighted from Mount Lizard. What makes the bay so interesting 
as we sail along is the beautiful geological sections displayed eveby 
here and there by hills and sliffs; the distance of our course from 
the shore is too great to admit of more than a general recognition 
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of strata, but as T do not purpose spentenyee the party on the 
preliminary exploration on foot, I promise myself a ramble along 
the shores, in the hope of an augmentation to my various collec- 
tions. The country at the head of the bay is remarkably rugged : 
hills of very irregular conformation confusedly piled, with here and 
there a cone of graceful outline. Beyond all a lofty blue range 
towers over, whose summits are rent and split occasionally in 
Ok Pergo manner; lower down towards the level there is now 

d then a cubical block of old red sandstone standing quite bare, 
and, viewed at a distance over half a mile, looking veryliko a red 
brick house. The soundings up to the present time have all been 

od, the leadsman having on no occasion called less than 12 
athoms, and very frequently no bottom at 15 fathoms. Drifted 
at 8.20 Pat. into 20 fathoms water, and there cast anchor for the 
night. ‘The moonlight is exceedingly brilliant here ; some of our 
party seated on the deck have more than once enjoyed a game of 
chess by moonlight. This comfort of free exposure of face and 
hands to the cool evening air after the muffling up we had recourse 
to on the Glenelg, during the month of our river experience (this 
applies only to the river itself, mosquitoes being rarities in the 
bush a mile or so distant) becomes a boon we well know how to 


July 30.—At 6 acm., left the anchorage of last night, and sailed 
till 8 a.m, when we anchored in Shoal Bay in4 fathoms. Here the 
long-boat left with a crew of three, and three days’ provisions, with 
a view to walk to some high hills and examine the country which 
appeared so promising from Mount Lizard. Some of those left on 
board landed on two of the islands for an hour or two's stroll.in the 
morning. ‘They found nothing worthy of note except an abundance 
of beans and numerous tracks of turtles, They noted well the spot, 
however, and intend to re-visit the place this evening in the hope 
of surprising one of these turtle visitors ; it will be acceptable to us 
sa chaning of food. Close to the turtle-tracks a vast uantity 
of fine beans grow; they are now in every stage of eat bere) 
from the green pod to the perfectly ripe seed. So ‘plentiful are 
they that we contemplate sending our spare hands who remain on 
board to gather some sacks full; our stock of vegetables has long 
since been exhausted. The observed recent tracks of large parties 
of natives, who beyond doubt assemble on these islands to feast on 
the produce of the sea, A few corals and shells were brought 
to ad pits collection. About 6 p.m, the rig, with a crew, went 

turtle-bank, but after waiting an hour or so returned 
unsuccessful, “The long-boat party also returned; the boat's crew 
hid not taken sufficient provisions to last 24 hours from the vessel, 
and 12 of the biscuits of our land arty were lost: hence the 
return. They report the bay they entered as much larger than 
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laid down on the chart; it was the bay to the east of Shoal Bay. 
They also found a river running into the south-east corner of this 
bay, with the first wide reach running about south-east. They did 
not get into this river for the reason above alleged. From a hill 
on the southern shore of the bay they sighted a large sheet of water 
E.N.E., Which they thought might be Doubtful Bay, but on marking 
the bearings on the chart, it would appear to be a large sheet of 
water which would be found close to the o ning opposite to the 
anchorage of this morning, ‘The country described acrees go far 
with our distant view of it from Mount Lizard. They brought 
with them three specimens of the native canoes, which are a step}, 
and that only, in advance of the single log s0 frequently used b 
the Australian aborigines. They (the eanoes—not the a rigines 
consist of three or four mangrove-sticks, about 6 or 7 fect in length, 
Megazed together with pine, ‘The ends of all the sticks are carefully 
sharpened, and only such sticks as are naturally bent to a suitable 
shape appear to be chosen ; about the middle of the canoe there is 
a pine pin projecting 6 or 7 inches on either side, probably 
affording a similar support to the native mariner as a stirrup does 
toa horseman. Of course there is no attempt to make a bottom 
to the canoe, nor do the specimens brought show the least sign of 
ornamentation. ‘There is a red ochreous stain to be detected upon 
them here and there, but we account for them as having been com- 
municated from the persons of the natives coloured with wilgi, 
or they may possibly have been ey coloured with wilgi 
(red ochre). They also brought the first specimen we had seen 
of a Hakea, some few seeds, coral, and other natural objects, 
but nothing remarkably interesting, 

July 31.—At 7 ax, the long-boat, with an exploring party of 
six, taking with them a week's provisions, left the vessel to examine 
the river 12 Spats to exist in the south-eastern corner of “Secure 
Bay,” which latter is laid down in the charts about half its real size. 
One of our party and myself, an hour afterwards, left for the turtle 
islands; we were, as we expected, too late for the turtles, but their 
recent tracks upon the sand and their holes were numerous. At 
the upper part of the sandy beach there were the remains of an 
aboriginal festival. Many old fire-places, cracking stones, break- 
winds, the soft shell of many a turtle’s egg, with fragments of 
a turtle’s carapace, were noticed about the ground, Near our fire 
wé observed a portion of a native canoe; it was the thicker end of 
one of the sticks, standing in the place of the ribs; from this speci- 
Men We suppose the natives to be In POssessior of | reed cored tools, 
probably made from the same greenstone which they sharpen theiy 
spears with, because the end of the stick was facinaat by clean even 
cuts, with no sign ,of scraping; but as they do not require boring 
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tools, the mangrove-sticks being evidently chosen when dry and 
capable of being fastened by driving a nahn pine peg through 
them, as a carpenter would drive a nail through boards, they seem 
to be unacquainted with the use of them. Moreover, the pine pegs 
drive easily through the dry mangroves, and it is only rarely we 
find the sticks split by the process. On the same sand-patch 
we found large quantities of the beans, whose creeping runners are 
of enormous length, some exceeding 40 pac ks the seed was 
nearly ripe I collected 14 pint, and gathered a few of the green 
pods hoping to be able to ny and preserve them. Growing along 
with the beans was a convolvulus whose shoots equalled theirs in 
length; a small quantity of its seed I also preserved; we could 
only find one flower, and that not larger than that of C. major grown 
in England; its colour was of a purplish pink, with the usual 
— tinge of colours towards the centre of each petal. We then 
walked up a valley with a water-course having deep stony boles 
but no water, nor were there any palms to indicate permanent 
water even at a depth below the ground, so that we imagine the 
island to be surface-watered, and that alone. When the natives 
visit this island in the dry season to enjoy a turtle feast they must 
bring the water from the mainland cnehelis for these latter we 
ught carefully but unsuccessfully. 

he formation of the island is old red sandstone and free- 
stone, the latter of excellent quality; in one or two places 
the strata are vertical, but in general the dip is south at an 
angle of about 15°. Instances of scoria were occasionally met 
vith, and between the water-marks, here 37 feet distant, the for- 
mation was. evidently volcanic. ‘The trees were not by any 
means stunted, the cucalypti attaming a height of 50 feet 
and upwards, but alliaere evidences of occasional strong winds 
prevailing which caused the trunks to grow in anything but a 
straight line. The fact was the more apparent to us because 
we had noticed in the Glenelg district how very straight all the 
timber, from the smallest to the largest, grew. The grass was thin 
but of good quality. The surface of the. ground being covered 
with loose stones we merely walked to the top of the hill, whence 
we enjoyed a magnificent view of Collier Bay and our good little 
vessel at anchor, a mere speck on the water. We then returned 
to-sthe sandy beach and spent a couple of hours in examining the 
shells and corals ; there were but few good shells, but the specimens 
of corals were numerous, and my collection included more than an 
average number of species. Foraminifera are rare in the drift-sand, 
{owards noon we returned to the boat; en route to the ship we 
espied, coming rapidly towards na, a dark object which from 
its direction of progress through the water we thought might 
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ibly be a native crossing the bay on his canoe. As the line of 
travelling of this object did not exactly coincide with our course, 
we at once steered towards it in the hope of at least witnessing the 
mode of propelling and guiding the singular craft used as a canoe. 
Great was our disappointment to find our native and his canoe to 
be only the roots of a large tree floating steadily, trunk downwards, 
through the water; nor was it a little provoking to find a white 
spot on the top, on which we had laid good stress in our predication, 
turn out to be a sea-bird perched there and enjoying a quiet sleep 
until the noise of our approach awoke him, faite him stare a little 
at our intrusion, and then take to flight in utter consternation. 

At dusk the long-boat and i ag tk party returned. They had 
passed safely through Secure Bay and entered the river passage, 
which is very narrow, has an idland in the middle and perpen divides 
cliffs on both sides, and a tide which ebbs and flows with wonderful 
force ; passing up the reach they had come to a second narrow 
passage of greater velocity and danger than the former. Here 
whirlpools were formed by the flowing tide, and only by fhe united 
strength of all on board was the boat prevented being drawn in; 
fortunately the passage was clear of rocks, for the velocity was 
estimated at 20 miles per hour, and of course the slightest check 
or impediment would have dashed the boat to pieces, and certain 
death alone would have stared the explorers in the face. This 
hurling of the boat through the second passage, as through a sluice, 
terminated in the discovery of a large sheet of water, equal in 
extent to George Water, bounded on all sides by mangrove banks 
and creeks, With difficulty effecting a landing, they ascended 
a high hill of a dark purple coloured granite, on which onl 
scattered tufts of spinifex and stunted bushes grew, the rest was all 
bare granite boulders and fragments, to walk safely over which the 
preatest attention to the inet) was every moment necessary. 

rom the summit no view was obtained, save of numerous cones 
and bluffs of granite equally bare and difficult to walk over. The 
large sheet of water E.N.E. of Secure Bay was not again sighted. 
On consideration, it was thought prudent to-return to the vessel at 
once and proceed to Roebuck Bay, as the corn and water on board 
the vessel would not last more than a month from the time we left the 
Glenelg, and to reach the country we sighted from Mount Lizard 


from this point would —— make a sad inroad into the stocls of ’ 


provender and water, and these failing, nothing could be done 
save the killing and throwing overboard some, if not all, of the 
horses. ‘Therefore, at 8 p.m., both boats were hoisted on board, 
and all made ready to sail from this bay, en rowfe to Roebuck 
rfl to-morrow morning's tide. The tide here to-day rose 
- t. i d : 
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2,— Report for the Information of His Excellency the Governor of 
Western Australia, and the Promoters of the North-Western 

‘rpedition of 1864, on the Voyage and the Resources of the 
Distriets Explored.* 


THE voyage from Champion Bay to the anchorage in Breeknock 
Harbour occupied 25 days, owing to a succession of light and 
contrary winds after passing North-West on During this 
period two incidents only call for especial remark ; namely, a visit 
to Bedout Island, and the discovery of a dangerous reef. 

The visit to Bedout Island was resolved upon in consequence of 
adverse winds. From careful observations made, the position 
of the highest land seems to be in longitude £. 118° 56° 20°, 
latitude s. 19° 40' 45”; according to the charts, longitude — 
gE. 119°, latitude 19° 36’ 20"; according to. Norrie’s list, longitude 
E. 118° 52’, latitude s. 19° 29’. "hese data show an ex- 
treme difference in the position of the island amounting to 5 
minutes of longitude and 11 of latitude. Ships sailing in this 









direction, therefore, should approach the island cautiously. The 
island is about a mile in length; its mean breadth is half a inile. 






of circular coral-reefs or atolls; it is merely a heap of coral-sand 
piled up upon a sandstone point of ancient elevation, whose dip 1s 
about 15° to the westward. This has gradually become clothed 
with soil capable of supporting a coarse and stunted vegetation. 
The rock forming the basis of the island is a trappean sand- 
stone composed of particles derived from the decomposition of 

eonstones and basalts, consisting chiefly of feldspar and horn- 
b lende grains, devoid of external crystalline form, with which are 
cipgled quartsone grains and mica-flakes derived from other 
sources. The diameter of the encircling reef is about 3 miles; 
the space between the reef and the island is not more than 6 or 7 
feet below low-water mark, in any place. There was no water upon 
the island. ‘The anchorage 3 miles to the southward of Bedout 
Island, in 6 fathoms at low water, is good. High tide at full and 
change of the moon occurs at 10.50 a.w. Kise of tide (spring) 
24 feet. The island is at present the resort of pelicans and 


turtles. 
On Thursday, the 29th of March, we sighted Caffarelli Island 
towards sunset, and sailed a course midway between that island 


fhe This Report accompanied the narrative of a second expedition, in which Mr. 
Martin was engaged, in 1864, having the same objects as that of 1865, namely the 
discovery of new tracts of pastoral country in North-Western Australia. The 
commander of the expedition was Mr. F. K. Panter. a 
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and the Brue Rock. But at 8.30 p.m, it being very dark and 
the weather threatening, we shortened sail ; before this was quite 
accomplished we struck upon a reef. After striking, the vezeel 
drifted into 25 fathoms water. At 8.45 p.at. the anchor was let 
go, with 60 fathoms of chain. Half an hour afterwards it became 
necessary to cast a second anchor, with 60 fathoms of heavier 
eable. During the night a gale from the s.s.n. gradually sprang 
At noon, on the 50th March, the smaller of the two cables 
parted, whereby we lost.the kedge anchor and 70 fathoms of chain. 
Che starboard anchor, weighing 12 ewt., with 60 fathoms of chain, 
dragged for about 30 minutes, when, is as the preparations were 
nade to unshackle it and try what sails could do, it held; nor did 
the most violent bursts of the gale again start it. This reef is not 
laid down upon the charts. ‘I'be pomt of the reef where we struck 
is between 5 and 6} miles from the westernmost point of Caffarelli ; 
the island bearing EE. The reef, on its northern and southern 
sides, is of a flattened horseshoe shape, and it extends as far as we 
can see towards Caffarelli. It is awash at three-quarter flood-tide, 
According to the charts there should be a passage of 14 miles 
here, between the Brue Rock and Caffarelli, with soundings from 
15 to 25 fathoms. 





Tar District or THE GLENELG ; CurmaTE, ExTent, PasToRaL 
Resources, AND GENERAL CAPABILITIES OF THE Sot. 


Partially surrounded by sea and deeply indented with noble 
harbours, this district, so far as longitude #. 125° 15’, may be eaid 
to enjoy a sea climate. The two periods during which meteoro- 
logical observations have been made are far too short to admit of 
any precise conclusions on climatological questions even with 
respect to the particular months during which they were recorded ; 
but as they do not differ greatly from results which might have 
been predicated of the district, taking its geographical situation 
alone as argument, they may be of some slight value, although, 
doubtless, they will have to undergo many alterations and correc- 
tions hereafter. ‘These observations, together with our experience of 
the weather and the appearance of the country, rivers, and vegeta- 
tion, all confirm the supposition that there are two rainy pit dak 
dry season in the year. The first wet season commences alfout 
December, and as we find the country everywhere clothed with the 
richest vegetation of about a month or six weeks’ growth, whilst 
young leaves of such trees as the eucalypti are parched with the 
sun, it is probable the first and heaviest rains end in February »éo 
these succeeds a period of warm clear weather lasting until the 
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end of March, when the sky again becomes cloud-bearing, but at 
this season with thunderstorms only. The mornings of April 
were almost always cloudless, or with high cumulus and cirrus of 
small amount: but in the afternoon or evening dense banks of 
cumulus appeared generally upon the eastern horizon, working up 
against a westerly or sea breeze, and terminating nearly every day 
in a thunderstorm with rain. These storms rarely lasted more 
than an hour; they travelled quickly. In the months of June and 
July the sky is again cloudless, and the various grasses ripen 
slowly: the heat of the noonday sun being tempos by exceed- 
ingly heavy dews and cool sea-breezes. On one of the hottest days 
in July (19th), 1863, sitting in the sun or in the shade during 
midday bivouac was a matter of indifference, although the ther- 
mometers at the time stood at 122° in the sun and 94° in the 
shade, at a distance of 45 miles from the coast-line and at an ele- 
vation of only 200 feet above mean sea-level, This, the hottest 
season of the year, lasts until the heavy rains in December. 
During the latter wet and me pene : om me sg the ays 
temperature appears high; this is caused by eh renege 0 
the minimum ei they seldom register aes than 80° in 
April and 65° in June and July, yet the nights rarely feel oppres- 
sive. Lightning to the east and north-east occurs nearly every 
nicht in March, April, and May. In June and July the days are 
bright and cloudless : the nights cool and refreshing. ‘The health 
of the party has in no case suffered from climatic causes; slight 
inflammation of the conjunctiva has attacked a few who have been 
subjected to unavoidable exposure; there has been one case of 
diarrhea, and one of dysentery,—both yielded to a single doze of 
chlorodyne ; and one attack of fever, of a typhoid nature, which 
was successfully treated with quinine. ; : 

The mean atmospheric pressure, temperature, &e., is shown in 
the following Table :— 
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The hygrometric conditions, &c., are detailed: in the annexed 
Table :-— 
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The direction of the winds, reduced to eight points of the com- 
pass, and the force estimated by the Beaufort notation from 1-12 
(observations being made at 9 aw., 3 p.m, and 9 Pat.) are 
recorded in the Table subjoined :-— 




















Add, April, Iz. 


The extent of the known portion of the Glenelg district—that 
is, from the meridian of E. 125° 15° to the sea-coast, and from 
the parallel of s. 16° 15’, to the latitude of Camden Harbour— 
includes only 2925 square miles; of which area, deducting one- 
third for stony ridges, an excessive amount, and the sea-inlets 
Doubtful Bay, George Water, &c., 1,000,000 acres are suited to 
the depasturing of sheep. Of these 1,000,000 acres, about 100,000 
acres are adapted to the cultivation of rice and similar grain; 
250,000 acres are especially favourable to the growth of spices, 
sugar, tea, and coffee; even cereals at high altitudes, and at cer- 
tain seasons of the year, might be grown at any rate in sufficient 
quantities to meet the requirements of a pastoral and agricultural 
opulation. It is essentially a wool-growing country; it would” be 
ai cult to conceive a more luxuriantly grassed and watered 
territory ; at the very lowest estimate it would carry a sheep to an 
acre, but in come picked spots there would be no risk in quadru- 
pling that number of stock per acre, especially if sheep- arming 
were opal gages with such intelligence as may be found in the 
tropical and subtrbpical districts of the Eastern Colonies of Aus- 


Mean dally force of wind, 1-13—18¢3, June, 242; July, 65 .Angust, +5: 
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tralia. The district, however, is neither fitted for cattle nor 
horses, except they be paddock-fed. | 

The islands westward of Brecknock Harbour, although quite as 
stony as the Glenelg district, are superbly grassed and watered. 
Augustus Island contains 56,000 acres of pastoral land, after 
deducting 0°4 of its whole area on account of the deep bays with 
which its shores are indented. Byam Martin's and Heywood's 
islands give 20,000 acres more, ‘There are, therefore, about 
80,000 acres of the richest pastoral land upon these islands, capable 
of carrying 80,000 sheep. All this country is 80 superior in 
grazing capabilities to the best districts occupied in the southern 
parts of Western Australia, that it is difficult to institute a com- 


parison, 
Mineral Resourees—Excluding building materials, the chief 
mineral resources are copper and tron. ach 
1, Copper.—Indications of copper-lodes are to be met with in 
several parts of the Glenelg district; whether these lodes will be 
found hereafter to yield sufficient quantities to be profitably 
worked remains to be seen, Other specimens are collected than 
appear in the following list; but as the means of identification are 
ph now to be obtained, their examination must be made at some 
ture time :— 


a. Bornite—East base of Mount Lookover. 

4. Remolinite— Ditto. 

ec. Lettsomite—Beach of Brecknock Harbour. 

d. Liroconite—Mount Double Cone. 

e. Sand containing Erinite, a dystomic Habroneme Malachite 
—Beach on Camden Peninsula. 


2. Fron.—Hydrous oxides, veins of both crystalline and amor- 
ei iron-ore, together with nodular masses of specular iron-ore, 

ighly crystalline and of considerable size, occur abundantly 
throughout the district. In Brecknock Harbour, at the base of 
Mount Lookover, and in the summer bed of the Glenelg, vast 
quantities of these examples may be found; scarcity of manual 
labour alone can prevent these ores of iron from becoming an 
important resource to the Glenelg district when occupied. 
Titaniferous iron-gand occurs plentifully wherever the formation is 
either basaltic or sedimentary ; it is even found largely predomi- 
nafing in soundings of from 10 to 15 fathoms, at a distance of 
several miles from the coast-line. 
_ Of the existence of an extensive gold deposit there is no evi- 
dence. From the discovery of exceedingly minute particles in 
tht mud of the Glenelg River, and from the finding of a single 
specimen of nagyagite, an auropluwbiferous telluret, search, if 
made, should he directed towards the source of the Glenelg River 
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and thence southward as far as the FitzRoy River and the “ pro- 
vincia aurifera ” of the old charts. : 

Precious stones will not be found in sufficient quantity to be of 
economic value ; indifferent specimens of topazes, sapphires, zircons, 
rubies, agate, &c., will reward the seeker in almost any stream- 
bed; more rarely beryl, chalcedony, porzellanspath, obsidiam, and 
flint, will be found, — 7 

Building Materials,—The principal building stones are basalt 
and sandstones of various kinds, micaccous, argillaceous, and 
pseudo-crystalline. The latter, as it has no tendency to split in 
one direction more than another, may be termed a freestone: it is 
nearly white in colour, and can be procured in vast quantities upon 
the surface. The argillaceous meric 18 a flagstone well fitted for 
street- flagging, steps, &e.; it would likewise be found effective in 
parce village Ike for build found i 

Limestone yielding lime for building purposes is found in several 
localities ; fies mieciien obtained fron the range of hills to the 
westward of George Water contain the highest percentage of lime. 
In the district of the Upper Glenelg there are fine varieties of 
crystalline limestone of the saccharine kind, together with large 
deposits of a true magnesian limestone of a pearly lustre. Until 
an accurate examination of the paleontological contents and petro- 
logical relations of these limestones be made, their precise value 
cannot be more exactly determined. | 

Indigenous Vegetable Productions.—The following is a very im- 

ect sketch of the resources which the indigenous vegetation 
urnishes to this district. In grouping these according to the 
products afforded by them, the variety, abundance, colossal size of 
many and the durability of sume, first attract the attention, By 
far the greater number of trees, valued for their timber, may be 
included among the Eucalypti, several species of which here attain 
a height but little inferior to the FE. globulus, or blucgum-tree of 
- Victoria. The flooded gum-tree (. rostrata), the white LE. 
acervula), and the ironbark-tree (EL. resinifera), are all to be found 
here in situations where, along too distant from the coast to 
export, they will prove mvaluable to the future settler. Other 
species of Kucalypti, e.g. E. aspera, ferruginea, citriodora, auran- 
tiaca, phanicea,—besides their notable service in the bush as ample 
shade-givers, will all prove useful woods to the settler and to the 
artisan, 

Upon the dividing ranges between the Prince Regent's River 
and the Glenelg, and in many other localities, the Chane verru- 
cosa, a pine not unfrequently met with throughout the interior ef 
the Australian continent, from Victoria westward and northward to 
Champion Bay, Shark’s Bay, and Arnheim’s Land,—here, in the 
above-mentioned district, attains a size rendering it an object of 

VOL. XXXY. T 
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great value. It is fitted for all the usual purposes to which deal is 

applied in buifdings generally, and it occasionally reaches dimen- 

sions that suffice for the making of masts and spars of moderate 

size. The wood is nearly of equal value with the well-known 

Dammara australis,or Kauri pine. Perfectly straight trees of the 
following admeasurements are common :—Circumference near the 
base, § feet; 5 feet from the ground, 7 feet; approximate height 
of the whole tree, 100 feet. Ee George Grey speaks of this tree 
(vol i. p. 275) aa “ fit for the purposes either of building or making 
spars for vessels ;” he adds, “it 1s abundant and good, and could 
be readily and cheaply exported, if they were cut in the vicinity of 
the streams, and floated down to the sea in the rainy season, whereby 
all land carriage would be avoided.” ‘This Callitris is frequentl 
associated with the Aranearia excelsa on the higher ranges bo! 
inland and on the sea-coast. | 

A melaleuea, very oreny allied to if not identical with the Me- 
lalenea leucodendron of India, from whose leaves the cajeput oil 
of commerce is extracted, grows abundantly, and attains an enor- 
mous size, There are many other trees yielding timber in every 
respect suitable to the requirements of the cabinet-maker, whether 
of plain or ornamental works. | 

fruits.—Amongst the edible indigenous fruits, those of the 
“ quandang” or native peach-tree (Santa/um preissianum) deserves 
first mention: the fruit, notwithstanding its thin pericarp and 

_ strongly acidulous taste, is grateful and largely available for food. 
Other duiting bushes of the same order (Sanfalacew) yield berries 
of a pleasant flavour. 

Three species of Cissus are found: two run along the ground 
or entwine amongst shrubs, the third isarborescent, All bear fruit 
in size, appearance, and flavour like the small black cluster grape, 
and in bunches from ten to forty. The Baobab-tree yields a drupe 
as large a3 a cocoa-nut: the pulp and seeds of this fruit are very 


palatable ; the bark and spongy inner wood, when soaked in boiling : 


water, afford an agreeable mucilaginous drink not unlike maccaront 

in taste. These trees attain an enormous diameter (50 feet in one 

instance), but they rarely exceed 25 feet in height. The young 
leaves ani sesdu at the palm fruit are of an excellent flavour: when 
rreen the seeds or nuts are not dissimilar to the English filbert. 

* Native Veqetables,— Amongst the indigenous plants available as 
culinary vegetables the fine bean, which grows so abundantly on 
the sand-hills of the coast, offers, when boiled, a nutritious diet: as 
a species it is as yet unnamed. The pea, Abrus precaforius, 1s 
plentiful all over the district: its valuable properties as a legume 
are recognised even by the aborigines. Hineics eat greedily the 
branches, ppe seeds, and leaves, Several herbaceous members of 
the small family Basellacee may be regarded as a substitute for 
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pinach. ‘The amylaceous roots of the Dioscorea, “warrein,” and 
Fypha, “yun-jid” or “ adjico,” are here, as in the southern te 
of Wasted, Australia, important articles of vegetable food of the 
natives. 

Fibres—The lemon grass, Anatherum scharnanthus, is pretty 

nerally distributed throughout the district: this and one of the 
Fstincaue not unlike a dwarf Phormium fenax, yield a fibre from 
which the aborigines manufacture a strong and well-made twine. 
But of all the indigenous fibre-yielding leaves that of the palm 
deserves especial examination: ‘it is a species of Livistonia frowing 
in or near to every stream ; its leaf, even if the fibre prove useless 
for cordage, will be valuable for the manufacture of hats, umbrellas, 
&e., suited to the climate. It might even be employed in the 
making of any coarse kind of paper, 

Medicinal Plants, Gums, &e.—In this division of the indigenous 
vegetable productions, little can be safely predicated until oppor- 
tunity has been afforded for an investigation into the medicinal 
properties of the plants already discovered ; which, doubtless, form 
a very inconsiderable number of this class within even the limited 
area explored. The abrus and the anatherum, the pea: and the 
lemon g as of most frequent occurrence, may be considered 
first. From the roots of the former we expect a perfect enbstitute 
for liquorice in every respect; from an infusion of the leaves of 
the latter, we know, from Indian ex rience, we can obtain a tea 
acknowledged to be stomachie, tonic, and useful in dyspepsia, 
From the convolvulaces:, one species of which is included in the 
genus Ipommea, we hg extract deoretin, affirmed to be identical with 
jalapin ; from asecond species, of the genus convolvulus, scammon 
or a cathartic resin of equal value may be prepared from the 
expressed juice of its roots and stalks. “From the root-stocks of 
the typha, extracts astringent and diuretic are obtainable, An 
elastic gum, something like Indian-rubber, and gum tragacynth, have 
been found, Sandaric resin can be procured from the pine and gun- 
resins of various descriptions from several of the eucalypti. 

The bark of some of the trees indigenous to this district will yield 
a tonic and stimulant, depending on the presence of an alk oid, 
which there is every reason to believe will make them become an 
article of export ere many years. The unlim‘tei quantities of the 
melalenca may be expected to phe: an oil not inferior to fhe 
cajeputi oil extracted even by the simple Indian process, There 
are but few genera of the myrtaceous trees and shrubs from whose 
leaves and flowers we fail to extract a greater or lesser quantity of 
essential oil—aromatic, volatile, though somewhat camphoric, ~%e 

As perfume fea the ge ucter, the Rutacee, and the 
Labiate abound in species ; fut to what extent they will prove of 
value for "perfume distillation is is difficult to fores - Lastly, the 
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Acaciw, producing flowers in the utmost profusion (especially the 
large species frfiging the upper Glenelg and nearly all the fresh- 
water streams of the district), possessing such powerful and agree- 
able odours, may be indicated as proximate objects of commercial 
value when this luxuriant country shall become the home of an 
intelligent people. 

Animal Produets.—To the geological character of the land its 
almost universal pre-oolitic fauna may be traced. Here, as else- 
where throughout the Australian continent, the pouch-bearing 
mammals, Marsupiata, rank next to man, so far as the development 
of their physical organization is concerned. ‘These native animals, 

uly the larger species of the Macropidx, are extremely 
numerous in the Glenelg district: the skin of the Af. major and 
the M. Janiger, or large red kangaroo, as well as the skins of the 
smaller varieties, will form no mean item in the resources of the early 
settlers ; whilst these fur-clad skins are regarded as articles of com- 
merce, the value of the carcase of the animals, as excellent meat, 
must not be wholly ignored. 

Of birds, which are numerous both as to species and individuals 
—the emu, geese, ducks, the native turkey (Otis Australasianus), 
the “ ngowoo” or native pheasant ( Leipoa ocellata), the jungle-fowl 
(Megapodius tumulus), the lyre bird (Menura superba), and very 
many others, may be mentioned as valuable either for their flesh, 
brilliant plumage, oil, or eges ae 

The waters of the district, both fresh and alt, are rich in pro- 
ducts which await ipa a alone to raise them. Foremost 
amongst these ranks the dugong ( Halicore), a marine herbivorous 
animal included in the Cetacea, observed in both Doubtful Har- 
would make it a welcome visitant; but regarded as the source of 
an invaluable oil, superior in a nearly twofold ratio to the best cod- 
liver oil, its annual visit would give rise to a fishery attended with 
oo profit, outlay and other things being taken into account, 

nan that of the sperm oil. The pearl oyster of commerce, the 
species valued for its nacreous substance, is undoubtedly to be found 
here plentifully, for the aborigines who would not be likely to un- 
lertake any excessive labour to procure them, very commonly wear 
them AS an ornament suspenied round the neck, The Tridacna, 
a conchiferous mollusk, found upon any point of the coast between 
North-West Cape and the Prince Regent 5 River, might be included 
in the pearl-oyster fishery ; for although its shell has no valuable 
nacreous lining, in it pearls of great beauty and of considerable swe 
ee not unfrequently obtained. The i tb fishery could not be 
profitably carried on by Europeans. Whales and seals have been 
' more than once seen within th e hafbours of this district. There 

are fine beds of oysters for the table in Brecknock Harbour: turtles, 
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crabs, cray-fish, &c., abound. Deep-sea fishery would in all proba- 
bility be a profitable occupation. ‘The fresh-watér streams teem 
with fish of large size and of excellent flavour, 

Harbours, Rivers, and Internal Communication.—'The district ~ 
of the -Glenely is especially rich in bays, river-harbours, and 
sheltered anchorages. Along its western shore, from Collier Bay 
to Camden Sound inclusive, a vessel may at all times select a safe 
position with good holding ground in 15 fathoms water, and 
shelter from either the islands or the great coral-reef known as 
Montgomery Shoal. Doubtful Bay into which the Glenelg flows 
after receiving the Gairdner and the Fish Rivers, both consider- 
able streams, and almost an innumerable host of minor tributaries, 
any one of which in the settled districts of Western Australia 
would be called a river—is a ma rificent sheet of water, 9 miles 
in length from north to south, and 6 miles in breadth from east to 
west. Although in the summer vast quantities of water may from 
all sides pour into the bay, and the tides gain addition force 
thereby, yet as it is thoroughly protected from every wind and 
from a heavy sea by a range of islands and reefs to seaward, and 
the natural breakwater of the Montgomery Islands and the coral- 
reef, 14 miles still further to the westward,—as the holding ground 
is of the very best,—and as there is an abundance of room in 
which to work the largest ship,—Doubtful Bay, when this portion 
of the Australian coast is colonised, will prove a harbour of refuge 
second to none. From the great rise and fall of the tide also, Sti 
feet, this bay is a guod site for works necessary to the repairing of 
ships. A better terminus to the system of Australian selegreD 
when connected with those of Europe and Asia, it will be difficult 
to, find, About the centre of a laos joa acre eee on the 
eastern side of the bay, there is a red conical hill, which vessels 
entering by “ Foam Passage" should get in a line with the centre 
of the passage; at a distance of 2 miles westward of “ Foam 
Passage,” the summit of the red cone will just appear above the 
horizon within the bay (bearing true east by sout ); this course 
should be kept for 24 miles within the bay when Success Channel, 
the western entrance into George Water, will bear due north, 
The anchorage is safe anywhere within the bay; but in the 
vicinity of the spot indicated by the alfive bearings, a vessel at 
anchor will feel the tidal effect to a much less degree than else- 
where, There is but one known shoal within the bay, and that is 
situated at a distance of 4 miles from the red cone, on a line 
bearing x. 31° w. from the hill. At spring-tides this sand-bank 
was seen dry at low water. Soundings through “ Foam Passa fhe 
and to the anchorage recommended are not less than 10 fathoms 
at low water; sand and mud ‘bottom. Wood and water are to be , 
had withdut difficulty in Doubtful Bay. 
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Acaciw, producing flowers in the utmost profusion (especially the 
large se friiging the upper Glenelg and nearly all the fresh 
water streams of the district), possessing such powerful and agree- 
able odours, may be indicated as proximate objects of commercial 
value when this luxuriant country shall become the bome of an 
intelligent people. | 

Ammal Products.—To the geological character of the land its 
almost universal pre-oolitic fauna may be traced. Here, as else- 
where throughout the Australian continent, the pouch-bearing 
mammals, Marsupiata, rank next to man, so far as the development 
of their physical organization is concerned. ‘These native animals, 
particularly the larger species of the Macropidxw, are extremel 
numerous in the Glenelg district; the skin of the AY, major and 
the M. laniger, or large red kangaroo, as well as the skins of the 
smaller varieties, will form no mean item in the resources of the early 
settlers; whilst these fur-clad skins are regarded as articles of com- 
merce, the value of the carcase of the animals, as excellent meat, 
must not be wholly ignored. 

Of birds, which are numerous both as to species and individuals 
—the emu, geese, ducks, the native turkey (Otis Australusianus), 
the “ngowoo” or native pheasant ( Leipoa ocellata), the Jungle-fowl 
( Megapodius tumulus), the lyre bird (Afenura superba), and very 
many others, may be mentioned as valuable either for their flesh, 
brilliant plumage, oil, or eggs. : 

The waters of the district, both fresh and salt, are rich in pro- 
ducts which await enterprise alone to raise them. Foremost 
amongst these ranks the q ugong (//a/icore), a marine herbivorous 
animal included in the Cetacea, observed in both Doubtful Har- 
bour and Camden Sound: its flesh alone, which is not unlike beef, 
would make it a welcome visitant; but regarded as the source of 
an invaluable oil, superior in a nearly twofold ratio to the best cod- 
liver oil, its annual visit would give rise to a fishery attended with 
eae profit, outlay and other things being taken into account, 
than that of the sperm oil. The pearl oyster of commerce, the 
species valued for its nacreous substance, is undoubtedly to be found 
here plentifully, for the aborigines who would not be likely to un- 
dertake any excessive labour to procure them, very commonly wear 
them as an ornament suspended round the neck. The Tridacna, 
a conchiferous mollusk, found upon any point of the coast between 
North-West Cape and the Prince Regent's River, might be included 
in the pearl-oyster fishery ; for although its shell has no valuable 
nacreous lining, in it pearls of great beauty and of considerable size 
sve not unfrequently obtained. The trepang fishery could not be 
profitably carried on by Europeans. Whales and seals have been 
_ more than once seen within the hafbours of this district, There 

are fine beds of oysters for the table in Brecknock Harbour: turtles, 
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crabs, cray-fish, &c., abound. Deep-sea fishery would in all proba- 
bility be a profitable occupation. The fresh-watér streams teem 
with fish of large size and of excellent flavour. 

Harbours, Rivers, and Internal Communication.—The district 
of the Glenelg is especially rich in bays, river-harbours, and 
sheltered anchorages. Along its western shore, from Collier cer 
to Camden Sound inclusive, a vessel may at all times select a sate 
position with good holding ground in 15 fathoms water, and 
shelter from either the islands or the great coral-reef known as 
Montgomery Shoal. Doubtful Bay into which the Glenelg flows 
after receiving the Gairdner and the Fish Rivers, both consider- 
able streams, and almost an innumerable host of minor tributaries, 
any one of which in the settled districts of Western Australia 
would be called a river—is a magnificent sheet of water, 9 miles 
in length from north to south, and 6 miles in breadth from east to 
west. Although in the summer vast quantities of water may from 
all sides pour into the bay, and the tides gain additional force 
thereby, yet as it is thoroughly protected from every wind and 
from a heavy sea by a range of islands and reefs to seaward, and 
the natural breakwater of the Montgomery Islands and the coral- 
reef, 14 miles still further to the westward,—as the holding ground 
is of the very best,—and as there is an abundance of room in 
which to work the largest ship,—Doubtful Bay, when this portion 
of the Australian coast is colonised, will prove a harbour of refuge 
second to none. From the great rise and fall of the tide also, Ht 
feet, this bay is a guod site for works necessary to the repairing of 
ships. A better terminus to the system of Australian telegraphs, 
when connected with those of Europe and Asia, it will be difficult 
to, find, About the centre of a large mangrove-swamp on the 
eastern side of the bay, there is a red conical hill, which vessels 
entering by ““ Foam Passage” should get in a line with the centre 
of the passage; at a distance of 2 miles westward of “ Foam 
Passage,” the summit of the red cone will just appear above the 
horizon within the bay (bearing true east— , oth) this course 
should be kept for 24 miles within the bay when Success Channel, 
the western entrance into George Water, will bear due north, 
The anchorage is safe anywhere within the bay; but in the 
vicinity of the spot indicated by the alfive bearings, a vessel at 
anchor will feel the tidal effect to a much less degree than else- 
where. There is but one known shoal within the bay, and that is 
situated at a distance of 4 milea from the red cone, on a line 
bearing w. 31° w. from the hill. At spring-tides this sand-bank 
was seen dry at low water. Soundings through “ Foam Pas: a 
and to the anchorage recommended are not less than 10 fathoms 
at low water; sand and mud ‘bottom. Wood and water are to be | 
had withéut difficulty in Doubtful Bay. 
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Brecknock Harbour, area nearly 20 square miles, is so oconely 
land-locked that a slip once at anchor, need fear no wind. ‘The 
coast line within the harbour is everywhere indented with beautiful 
* bays. There are several picturesque islands, on nearly all. of 
which there is fresh water; every valley of the main has its 
rippling brook of the purest water running down to the beach, 
Ships entering from Camden Sound have but two dangers to avoid ; 
one is the bank extending northwards from the pinnacle rock,— 
the other is the rocky bar between Careening Island and the 
circular reef. Until further surveys have been made, Roger's 
Strait is considered a very dangerous entrance on account of the 
reefs, and Camden Harbour a hazardous anchorage by reason of 
its terrace-like bottom, which at some tides has not more than 
half or three quarters of a fathom of water. Brecknock Harbour 
is an excellent place for watering ships, and drift-wood is abundant 
near the line of high water ; but timber, fit for spars and the 
eens oh ships, grows at too great a distance inland to be 
available. 

Vessels entering from Camden Sound should do so only with 
the flood-tide and with a fair wind; the rocks to the south-west of 
New Island, to be seen at all times, may be passed in mid-channel ; 
but on sighting the Pinnacle, which is close to the southern shore, 
a course about one-eighth of a mile distant from New Island will 
command the deepest water, running from 13 to 14 fathoms at the 
narrowest part of the entranee; when the Pinnacle bears south, a 
course E. 10° N. may be sailed for 24 miles, when the northern 
entrance opens out into Camden Sound, bearing north-west, all 
bearings true; thence, a course £.N.E. of 3 miles may be steered, 
with 6 and 7 fathoms of water, either towards Green Island. or 
Camden Harbour. -Vessels above 100 tons eater may select 
any spot within these limits, and obtain safe anchorage. “Vessels 
of less than 100 tons register, with a draught of about 10 feet, 
after crossing the rocky bar north-east by north of Careening 
Island, may find a perfectly secure anchorage, anywhere in mid- 
channel, as far as the entrance to Camden Fertear, with not legs 
than 4 and 4-fathoms of water; all these soundings are at low 
tide. For beaching a vesel on a soft bottom, it would be difficult 
to find a better spot tha the sand-patch on Careeni Island ; 
whilst if a hard even bottom be desired, for repairs of keel, &e., 
the deep bay whose head bears south-east from Mount Lookover, 
distant half a mile from the base of the mount, will be found 
convement and safe. The time of high water within Brecknock 
Harbour, at full and change of the moon, or the Establishment of 
t Port, is at noon ; that is 40 minutes later than in Camden 
Sound, Spring rise of tide 30 feet; neap, 12% feet. The tides 
rush through the entrances with great force; it would not be 
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advisable for any vessel to attempt the passages under sail, with an 
opposing tide, | 

* Success Channel,” the north-west passage from Doubtful Bay 
to George Water, is safe for vessels of any draught, provided the 
flood-tide be made use of; and anchorage in George Water or 
Maitland Bay is good; thence, to the lower rapids of the Glenelg, 
distant 40 miles from “ Foam Passage,” the river Glenelg may be 
described as safe and easy to navigate with ¢ boat or small 
steamer, Above the rapids cargo-boats might ply, for fully half 
the year, to a distance of 25 salen’ but this last-mentioned navi- 

ation would be uncertain between the months of May and 

ovember, The Gairdner and Fish Rivers have a tide of not less 
than 10 feet; water communication to a limited extent, therefore, 
could be depended upon in these rivers for the same period as in 
the case of the upper Glenelg. | 

With regard to the internal communication of the district, it 
will suffice to state that there would be no great difficulty in the 
construction of roads: but lines of railway would in several 
directions entail great engineering difficulties, owing to the natu- 
rally precipitous character of the hills, and deep stream-beds of 
the rivers and gullies. 





THe Districr or Rorsvuck Bay; Cumate, Extent, Pasroran 
Resources anp GENERAL CAPABILITIES OF THE Sort. 


The country explored to the eastward of Roebuck Bay between 
the 17° and 18° s. lat. and along the sea-coast from the head 
of Roebuck Bay to Cape Latouche Treville, although only 150 
miles to the southward of the Glenelg district, offers a remarkable 
contrast in point of climatic phenomena. ‘The mean temperature 
in the shade is here only 64° lower than in the Glenelg district, 
and the solar radiation 51) miles eastward of the sea-coast, although 

enerally 5° lower, is occasionally a few degrees higher; never- 
theless the amount of humidity in the atmosphere is here very 
greatly decreased. In this month, May, the weather is found to 
resemble that of the Glenelg District in July. Clear cloudless 
days and nights prevailed, and only such winds, a few miles inland, 
as serve to k p the air in a perceptible motion; go that the days, 
although the thermometers read high, are not so warm but that a 
man can walk 20) or 30 miles without inconvenience from the heat ; 
on one occasion, indeed, our exploring party walked 45 miles of 
course between the hours of 6 aw. and 9 pat. The annexed 
meteorological tables will in part account for this, The dryn 
of the atmosphere is like that of the Champion Bay district in the 
month of October, or early ia November, when a man can work 
eight or ten hours of day in the open air without suffering on 
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account of heat. May seems to be an early spring month: the 
trees are just coming into flower and the grass is everywhere green ; 
the natives take considerable trouble to burn their hunting grounds 
to entice the game with young feed ; but so speedily does the grass 
grow again, that in a few days the burnt place is once more green, 

fore the ash of the former grass has been displaced by wind or 
showers, For nearly a week before the party landed, showers 
Were occasionally seen to fall over various parts of the country, but 
during the period of the land exploration no rain fell. ‘There was 
more or less dew every night, but an hour after sunrise it had all 


disappeares 

‘he mean atmospheric pressure, temperature, &c., for the 
month of May, from the Ist to the 28rd inclusive, is showii in the 
following Table :-— 


























Date, | Atm | Tempe | Mean =| Mran f-sino four Dew ert 
| mpberic | — Maximum.) Mint. | Range. ‘Randiat Puins. — 

1864, | | 

May | 30°159 | 51-1 | 65*7 69°6 15°79 1i-2 | Tis 1-2 











The mean hygometric conditions, &e., will be found in the 
annexed ‘Table :-— 
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831 | 77-3. | a8 | 756) 1-1 
The direction of the winds, reduced to eight points of the 
compass and the force estimated by the Beaufort notation, obser- 
vations being made at 9 A.m., 3 P.at., and 9 P.M, are recorded in 
the Table subjoined :— 

















The extent of explored country within the limits alread 
tioned as far eastward only as ie Meridian of, 1 tne! 
area of 330) square miles: but from what has 
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most distant stations from our depét, there is every reason to 
believe that the same kind of country extends eastward at least 
far as the Fitzroy River, in long. &, 123° 30'; and southward we 
know not to what extent, The known portion, however, contains 
2,112,000 acres of perfectly level country,—so level that with the 
exception of the sea-coast range of sand-hills and three little 
hummocks near Cape Villarét, no spot traversed eastward from 
the = exceeded 50 feet in altitude. Of these 2,112,000 acres, 
perfectly level, well-grassed and almost treeless plains occupy 
80,000 acres, the one-half of which lie round the south and east 
shores of Roebuck Bay, and the ee from or east of 
Lagrange Bay. These plains pear s chiefly an alluvial soil 
migable: of pie raaniy teUpseR sicdiatitnins they are fringed 
with belts of moderately large Cajeputi trees. In the native wells, , 
which are found on these plains at intervals of not more than a 
mile, water is obtainable within 16 or 18 feet, whilst within the 
belt of Cajeputi trees it is found plentifully within 4 or 5 feet of 
the surface. The rest of the country consists of grassy plains with 
shrubs and small timber chiefly of the order Myrtacex, sul-orders 
Chamezlaucierw, Leptospermex, Myrtew, nut growing so thickly as 
to impede rapid riding except where thickets occur. These 
thickets are rather difficult to traverse on account of the mass of 
dead wood, the accumulation of years, not because of the density 
of the vegetation ; once burnt thoroughly, as thickefs they would 
disappear. The grass is fine, sweet, and plentiful; our route 
crossed no sand plains or barren places ; in May the grass averages 
one foot in height, and it 1s quite green. A distinguishing feature 
between the grass of the Glenelg District and that found bere 
must be mentioned, as upon it ts based the comparatively low 
estimate of sheep-grazing capability. The grass grows in tufts. 
(‘This is also the case in certain highly valued parts of the already 
settled districts of Western Australia.) For this reason, as it is 
as well to under-estimate the carrying capability of a newly dis- 
covered country, a deduction of one-half its svpposed carrying 
power is now made, although it is more than probable that the 
experience of the future settler will declare the amount to be 
tly underrated. This premised, the known parts of the 
loebuck Bay District, within the limits already mentioned, may 
be eafely asserted to be capable of carrying upwards of, one 
million of sheep. 
No evidence of mineral resources was discovered in sufficient 
— to warrant more extended research. Building materials 
o not abound. The indigenous vegetable resources are very 
similar to those already named in reporting of the ae country, 
The Baobab, pqlm, and pme do not occur here, and tl 
geueraHy can only be described as affording an ample supply of 
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firewood and an inferior material for fencing, With respect to 
erfume plants, however, the whole district is particularly rich. 
Means every tree and pan in flower yields a strong and grateful 
odour; the dwarf myrtle, so common here, paras has the most 
powerful odour; but some of the acacim and coal shrubs poss 
scents exquisitely beautiful, The perfume of the heliotrope, the 
violet, the clove pink, the rose, the stock, were all recognized ; 
but many others, although delicious, were such as could not be 
likened to that of any commonly known plant or flower. Such 
animal products as are found here are already included im the list 
given of those within the district of the Glenelg. 
Harbours and Internal Communication.— Roebuck Bay was well 
explored by Mr, Arthur Du Boulay, during the absence of the 





expedition mland, Six days were spent in its examination, It is 


a sheet of water at high tide extending 15 miles inland and having 
an opening from Cape Villarét to the opposite coast of Dampier 
Land of no less than 22 miles; but if Teen be drawn from Cape 
Villaret to Point Gantheaume, the land dry at low water is at no 
point distant more than 4 miles from that line. The bay is thus 
reduced for the purposes of navigation to a trifling indentation of 
the coast line not exceeding an average hresdéh cf 2 miles at the 
most, The whole of this is very shallow, 3 fathoms at low water, 
with the exception of a narrow channel running parallel from Cape 
Villarét along the south-east shore of the bay, At a distance of 
1} mile to the north of Cape Villarét this channel has a depth 
of 12 fathoms, but on tracing it up the bay it is found to shoal 
rapidly and ultimately disappeared at 64 miles in a north-east 
direction. If a line due north from Cape Villarét be drawn, after 
crossing the narrow channel just mentioned, for 20 miles extensive 
shoals are formed which give in no instance deeper water than 4 
fathoms upon that line. The anchorage, however, in or near this 
deep channel is good and the ship is protected from the strong 
south-east breezes by the sand-hills of the coast; nor is it found a 
bad anchorage during south-west, south, east, or north-east winds, 
No strong wind has yet been registered from the west, north-west, 
or west. Only one detached rock, dangerous to shipping, has as 
yet been seen, and that is situated off  Villaret, at a diztance 
of about 1 mile north by west from the beach at the foot of the 
Cape; it is well above water at low tide. The bay has a series of 
fine sandy beaches from Cape Villarét in a north-east direction for 
12 miles; to these succeeds a mangrove fringe, attaining its 
greatest density and breadth at the head of the bay. High water 
aut Lac ae occurs at 10 A.M. Spring-tides rise 234 feet ; 


feet. 
“Lagrange Bay as a harbour is of still ] 12 than Rocha 
Eee ate 18 OF still less value than Roebuck 


an indentation of the coast line to the extent of 
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4 miles at the deepest part. Viewed from the high land on Cape 

atouche Treville it appears to be shallow. There was no oppor- 
tunity to obtain soundings in Lagrange Bay. From the hammock 
on Cape Latouche Treville, whose summit is 180) feet above mean 
sea-level, an excellent view of the bay was obtained extending all 
round its coast line to Cape Bossut and Casuarina Reef. No 
considerable stream, perhaps not a creek, falls into the sea by this 
bay. 

Throughout the country explored in this district there is an 
entire absence of rivers and even creeks, except a number of very 
short ones between Cape Villarét and Cape Du Boulay. Land 
transit, however, is exceedingly easy, for the country is perfectly 
level: the soil, at a greater distance than 2 miles from the sea 
coast, is a red sandy loam without stone and only rarely showing a 
very fine gravel upon the surface. It is sufficiently hard for heavy 
drays to traverse it in any direction: nor does it seem likely to 
cut up much with continuous traffic. 


Summary of pastoral and other lands explored on the North- 
West Coast :— 7 


Thatric in po opal 
i L Are in Actos carrying capabilities 
=" (ales) 
Glepelg on ee news 1,000,000 
Angustus and other islands 80 , O00 
Roebuck Bay .. : 1,056, 000 
Dampier Land (7) 1,200,000 (?) 
: Totals . 3,336,000 





The following ‘Table shows the direction and the force of winds 
experienced on the coast between Champion Bay and Camden 
Sound :— 
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THe ABORIGINES OF THE District or Rorrucr Fay. 


_ The tribes of natives in the interior excel those of the sea-codst 
in bodily structure. They «re more muscular, taller, and appa- 
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rently more intelligent; at any rate, the expression of their coun- 
tenances is more pleasing: some of those we met had a profile 
more resembling that of a Polynesian, or a Keleenonesian of the 
first division (New Hebrides, &c.), rather than that of the second 
division to which the Australian belongs. Of the form of the head 
(it is an argument from the particular to the universal, for my data 
are founded upon the examination of the only human skull dis- 
covered during the exploration inland),—it is as well perhaps here 
to give the chief particulars, The facial angle, as indicating the 
proportions of the cranial cavity and the grade of intelligence, 
contrasts very favourably with that of the lower types of the 
Australian native ; whilst this angle of the latter is included within 
an are of 85°, that of the skull before me measures 94°, or only. 
1° less than the average facial angle of the European. The oc- 
cipite-frontal diameter measures 7:23 inches; the inter-parietal 
31 inehes ; the vertical height from the glabello-occipital line 4°5 
inches ; from the level of the glabello-occipital line on each side, 
across the middle of the sagittal suture to the same point on the 
opposite side 11°75 mehes; the longitudinal are from the nasal 
d ion along the middle line of the ekull to the occipital pro- 
tuberance 13-1 inches; the horizontal circumference in the slate 
of a line joining the Sb ee with the occipital protuberance 20-7 
inches. ‘The walls of the cranial cavity are less thick than in the 
skull of an adult aboriginal of the southern parts of Australia. 
The malar bones are prominent; the zygomm make a wide 
curve outwards, giving breadth to the face. "The upper jaw is 80 
prognathie as to give a very oblique insertion of the teeth. 

The eyes of the inland aboriginal are black, and set very deep; 
the nose in some is a great deal flattened; the nostrils in a fovr 
instances were observed to be larger laterally than forwards; the 
mouth exeeeds the average size, but, nerally, was well formed, 
and without the usual accompaniment of thick lips. The chin is of 
proportionate size, neither long nor broad. ‘The lower part of the 

ce 1s prominent; the teeth are beautifully even and white. The 
hair, when allowed to row naturally, appears in spiral locks about 
three or four inches in length, spreading out all over the head; its 
texture may be described as wavy-crisp or frizzled, not strongly ; 
and its colour is what is geuerally styled a jet-black. ‘The pre- 
vailing fashion in both sexes seems to be, to allow the hair to grow 
long and then to gather it all smoothly to the back of the head, and 
there tie it in a knot about the size of a cricket ball. No instance 
was seen of the addition of colouring or oleaginous matters as bean. 
tifiers of the hair, The moustache and beard are about equal 
abundant ; roiNe prea es seem as much treasured as Gene 
some who rejoiced in them carefully bound the heard beneath the 
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chin with a a of string, others trained the moustache into a 
horizontal spiral after the fashion of the King of Italy; others 
again whose upper lips were deficient in quautity of hair, wore false 
hair, that 1s, a supplemented that deficiency by a piece of dark- 
haired opossum skin, cut to the required shape 

In colour these natives are decidedly hack ; as black as we 
might expect to find a people in a locality elevated but a few feet 
above mean sea-level—with large tracts of alluvial soil—and near 
enough to the equator to feel the influence of the moister character 
of tropical heat. There are, however, two shades very distinctly 
warked, like the blonde and brunette of the white race; in one of 
these shades a bluish hue predominates, in the other the colour 
might be described as a reddish black. 

‘hese natives of the interior wear no clothing whatever, and their 
shelter from the cold and rainy weather seems to be of two forms: 
first, a hut of the rudest description, made of a few boughs piled 
loosely together, affording but little shelter from either wind or rain ; 
and secoudly—an ah Renae somewhat more complicated but 

ually defective—a platform of brushwood laid evenly to a height 
of about one foot above the ground, beneath the centre of which a 
circular hole wider at the base than at the top, is scraped out of the 
soil, deep enough and of sufficient size to contain the persons of one 
or two individuals coiled up, a3 it were, beneath the overhanging 
sides of the cavity. 

This kind of habitation is used, doubtlessly, in dry but cold 
weather; when it rains, itis probable they make use of the platform 
of sticks above the hole, as a sitting or reclining place; it would 
answer to keep them from the wet earth and that ts all, For the 
greater part of the year, their primitive hut would suffice in 
exposed. situations, if protection of any kind be needed ; but during 
the periodic tropical rains these people, resident in a level country 
where no cave or other natural shelter is at hand, must practice no 
mean amount of patieut endurance. Tey seem, nevertheless, to 
attain a good old age, in spite of privations and ex - we 
fell in with several old men and women who had evidently lived 
many summers more than fall to the lot of Australian natives in 
general. ' 

Foremost among the ornaments in common use by these people 
ranks the pearl-oyster shell of the coast. The centre of this shell, 
that is, so much of it as can be ground into an oval shape whilst 
retaining the nacreous substance very nearly flat, is either worn 
plain or engraved. In the manufacture of these plain ornaments, 
nothing more is required than the grinding away of about two-thirds 
of the entire substance of the margin of the shell, the drilling oP a 
bole through it near oue endyof the smaller diameter, and the sus- } 





| 
. 
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‘nding of the shell by one or more thicknesses of the native string. 
ut the more valued ornament, after passing through the peor 
enumerated, has its nacreous surface completely covered with a lace- 
like pattern composed of four aud five sided figures, combined in a 
ery curious manner and included within one or several parallel elli 
tical lines running equi-distant from the ground edge of the shell 
These figures ee, of three or more series of the lines, are 
engraved to a depth of about ‘025 of an inch; then the spaces are 
filled up with a black pigment, a mixture of gum and charcoal. 
Amongst the minor ornaments examined may be mentioned a neck- 
lace made of the claws of a crab (Porcellana, a genus of anomurous 
erustacea found only occasionally on the north-west coast of Aus- 
tralia): the pieces ree wg the necklace were about the size 
and shape of large bugles, similar to those used in ladies’ fancy 
work; and a hatr-pin made out of a kangaroo’s tooth—an incisor 
of the lower jaw of one of the larger species of “net i 
‘These natives are as fond of personal decoration in plastic colours 
done in emall round spots upon the legs, arms, and upper parts of 
the body, as other Australian tribes. “Some years nists SEW farhcles 
native festival in south-west Australia, several men were painted 
round the neck in imitation of the then fashionable ladies’ Jace- 
collars, with lappets down the breast: this was very neatly executed 
with a white paint made of pipe-clay, laid on in minute spots with 
an extempore brush; this kind of painting we also noticed in the 
ease of an individual amongst the group we first met in the interior, 
but the colouring incloded four tints and extended down to the feet 
ina harlequin-like pattern, 

As this race of feo ae have no rivers or deep-sea inlets to cross, 
the craft already described as commonly used by the natives of the 
Glenelg district is of rare occurrence here, The instrument of most 
general utility is in the form of a scoop; with this they dig wells, 
and the cis “pete roots used as food ; it is their basket and port- 
manteau: their water-jugand shovel. It is of very varied size and 
shape, both these latter epending upon the elbow of the tree from 
which it is cut; so important an instrument is it, that as a rule it 
receives the highest possible degree of ornamentation ; it is carved, 
sometimes inside and outside, with closely adjoining parallel lines, 
disposed in a zigzag pattern, Some of the larger scoops are not 
carried from place to place with the tribe, but left beneath some 
bush in the neighbourhood of a well: these T instruments are 
those which receive the maximum amount of decoration, For 
cooking purposes rae use large shella, species of Strombus and 
Triton; (the seed of the mangrove undergoes a most elaborate 





kangaroo skin, fastened with @ twine made of the fibres of 
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an Anatherum, and a species of the Liliacew; a kind of twine ts 
also made here of a mixture of opossum hair and vegetable fibre ; 
another kind, which was found in use only as a means of suspending 
the engraved shells, was made of human hair alone. 

These natives do not seem to be acquainted with the use of the 
womera, or throwing-stick. The spears we saw with each tribe or 
ok da presume to be hunting-weapons ; these are ill-shapen and 
not barbed ; in some cases they were pointed at both ends; in every 
case they were intended to be thrown by the hand from the middle: 
some natives carried bundles of small spears only 3 feet in length ; 
these were no doubt designed to spear small birds, whilst the 
thrower was in ambush. The usual stone hatchet of the Austrajan 
native is everywhere found on this coast. The kiley, however, is 
a superior instrument to that used by the aboriginal of the south- 
west coast; its shape more nearly approaches the bomerang of the 
Eastern Australian: but it is not so effective an instrument either in 
war or in the chase; both the kiley and the bomerang of Australia 
are instruments as inferior to that used by the ancient Egyptians 
as their weapon was inferior to that of the i i huntsman. 
But notwithstanding the inferiority of the kiley of these natives, it 
is a weapon in their hands worthy of attention in an engagement ; 
on a shield obtained, there were several indentations made by the 
kiley. The shield alluded to differs from that common to southern 
tribes in being cut out of the solid ; it has a handle with a sufficient 
space for the hand of the holder also cut out of the same solid piece. 
Although heavy, it seems to have done the original owner good 
service in warding off blows from the kiley in its bizarre and rapid 
flight. 

Ke concerning the natives of the sea-coast, it will suffice to state 
that they are inferior to the natives of the interior in physical de- 
velopment ; they are less cleanly in their persons and less industrious 
in the chase, ‘be same extraordinary mutilation, referred to by 
the officers of the Beagle when describing the sea-coast tribes of this 
district (Stokes, vol. i., page 117) was observed by members of our 
expedition; but the custom does not extend beyond the tribes of 
the coast. 





The language of both sea-coast and inland tribes, judging from : 


a limited vocabulary of about seventy words, is agglutinate, with 
Malay affinities few, obscure, and only partially recognised » the 
dialects prevail over exceedingly emall areas, as is the case with 
eastern Kelowmneman tribes: Ihe following vocabulary, in the 
constraction of which the Italian vowel sounds* are adopted, will 
serve to illustrate these remarks :— | Y 

* The vowels marked with Brave aecent are long, those with an scnte are 
short, * 


ow 


a 


= 
4 


; 
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Ant. #* ee 


‘Arm (from shoulder to elbow) il 


Arm (forearm) .. -. 


Pad (or w uselest) si 
Bean ss ss) sas 
Beard Pr a2 na =e 
Fioat Pr ne aa 


Boomerang «. 


Boomerang, to thrown the, f. 


Child, sin or 

Claw epee ac 
Clyanthus .. 0 ae ws 
Crab 


ae == == == 


Dog 
Dowak f 
Ear .. oe war). 
East fa ee erg 
Floger | f Ist phalanx) . 

oe (Qnd phalanx) .. ae 

a (ungual ey 
Finger nails sd 


Fire 

Firewood (fuel) - oe. 
Food ss ws we + 
Girdle Pr 7 Ca ae 


tassel 

Good (l understand, &e.) 

vs dry or dead; fuel 
Hair-band - =e aa 
Hand ae #* =e ae 
Hawk 7. 7 we oe 
Kangaroo = we ai 
La io, 0. ae ae 
Pq Owe, or ae *e 

AnETOVE Bit on i 
Moon es ee ae 


Mouth oe oe om on 


haveit? =. 2. es 
North a= aed Ce] == ae 
Pon 
Hed othe ic ss os oe 
Red ae -/ om Be Ty 
Road or path o7 on iin imine 
Sen ege (Echinus) 4... 





Moo 


Keredi. 


Dukarrab, 





Ninn 
Mini Gj Freneh). 
Makkamadine, 


Jawer, 





Li oe b va yy ae . ~~ as . — i + ‘ > ] 


—— 
. me | — > — 
— : ad hill 7 * 
, - r . , 
ee = 4 TagT 5 | 
if. =>, | / | , | 3 
pre i fl . ih “ 
: ; 4p " 





eed po « _ a) a a ~ 
fiw RS 5 ok a : 
Homrt = | 
, : seid) | oe ty | 
— | 
. eof | z 






THE NILE . - 

amd its ¥ 

WESTERN AFFLUENTS, |— 
ALBERT SYANZA O8 THE SOUTH, 
ant the | 


SOBAT O08 TE NORTH: 
Foendod am the 






vr 


eS  ——— as. 
Wis Vs eer et = eee 









; Mekrak wl . 


- 








SS 3 
4 


SS 
widened by fees | 






PREETE 


mi 

















Eee, 
: English. Sea-coatd Tribes, Natives of the Interior, 

Spear (forbunting) .. .. .. | Mangol. ., .. .. | frakullah. 
‘Gael. Mungurah, 

Sun om a = am oa. oe am : Roomarrah, 

Thigh = si Ten) cee} ae be | aera 

MiSGRE ceed fied Lice: <in+ <2.) Yermaiah, 

Thumb 1... 6. es os «+ | Kiirrkorgt, 

Water oe =o 7a = 6a oe Woollah a. Woallah. 

West aa oo sie Oe ds cr a \ Yalban, 

scare pa ree is a) Nambomnng .. Namba, 

Bungoon. 


Womans =. (as eek cs 2 Han ee Ar 
POMS Gs Sen aes | fk 





By this it will be seen that the language ignores sibilant letters : 
many of our consonants these natives cannot pronounce at all ; 
e. y. t, and its compound th, f, g, &c. In short, the language may 
be said to be composed chiefly of vowel and liquid sounds, with a 
limited number oF eiesotinnt The terminal h in many of the 
native words given above is very strongly marked, and is cha- 
racteristic of and points prominently to the origin of the dialect. 
The letter r is rolled in the native pronunciation after the manner 
of the French. ; 








AX.— Land Journey Westward of the White Nile, Jrom Alu 


Kuka to Gondohoro, By J. Peturnice, Esq., late H.B.M.. 


Consul, Soudan. 


Read, April 25, 1964, 

[The following account of Mr. Petherick's land journey, with the sp gear 
of the tables of ubservations now printed for the first time, formed part of the 
Report which he furnished to the Soci ty on the Speke and Grant Relief 
Expedition, and which was published, soon after it was read, in the * Pro- 

eedings,’ Vol. vill, p. 126. It was then stated that the geographical results of 
the journey would be reprinted in the ‘ Journal,’ accompanied by a map. The 
tnap, as will be seen, shows the cormection between Mr. Petherick’s land 
route and the explorations of all other travellers in this rezion, between the 
Ghazal on the north and Lake Albert Nyanza on the south, It has been com- 
piled by Mr, Arrowsmith, after long and consciontious study of all available 
materials, inclnding the well-kept field-hooks of Mr. Petherick and hia 
assistant, Dr, Muric, 

Mr. Petherick's original hee commenced with an account of his pre- 
parations and difficulticea at Khartim. He left that place on his voyage 
aotithward, March 20th, 1862, passed the mouth of the Sobat on the Sthyof 
April, and on the 17th reached tha, confluence of the Bahr-el-Ghazal. The 
season being very unfavourable, cgntrary winds and continued rains impeded 
his progregs; and of the 2nd of July, having reached the station of the 
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Messrs. Poneet at Abu Kuka, he resolved to abandon the attempt to continue 
his journey to Gondokoro by water. .At this point, therefore, his record of 
the land expedition commences. ] 
July 2nd, 1862.—Arrived at Abu Kuka, or Lolnun, and the elder 
Poncet cave us as hearty a welcome as the swamp. he inhabited 
could afford. He had sent us his only towing-line, and the 
country affording no palm-trees no raw material was procurable. 
Under these circumstances, to quit the boats and proceed by land 
was the only alternative ; and Jickwi, the Kytch chief, promising 
porters with alacrity, I at once decided to proceed wid the Aliab to 
Gondokoro, or my station, as circumstances might dictate. 

July 4th.—The doctor's boats and consort joined, and the 
donkeys were sent on to Adar, some 12 miles’ distance westward, 
where Poncet possessed a hunting-station. The chief Jickwi had 
promised porters to conduct us to the Aliab from Adér; but, on 
eliciting particulars, I found the payment was expected to consist 
of a cow for each porter. The necessary cattle were to be obtamed 
by a razzia on my part against the Aliab, with whom the Kytch 
were at feud. The : rr was declined, and the upshot of a 
long conversation with Poncet and a palaver with Jickwi was, that 
I must proceed to the Rohl, some fifteen days’ journey due west. 
At that place I could obtain porters for copper bracelets, and 
thence any desired number of negroes for the same commodity 
or beads, to my station, presumed due south. Poneet's principal 
station was at the Robi; therefore, his statements seeming reliable, 
I decided to adopt the route, although a terribly roundabout way 
to Gondokoro. On the Sth of July a party of negroes were 
despatched with loads to Ador. 

* — July 11th.—Got out my gutta-percha punt, and, to the agree- 
able surprise of our men and some wondering negroes, I rowed 
Mrs. Petherick across the Nile. | ) 

July 17th.—Several heayy storms had considerably damaged 
our stores, and quantities were thrown overboard. 

July 18th.—Bright morning; thunderstorm and drenching 
rain at noon. At d PM. sent off another lot of forty-five porters. 

To Surkatti, under orders for Gondokoro to await us and sup- 

-t Captains Speke and Grant in case of their arrival, was given 
the dispensable cordage from the standing rigging of three boats 
(which were to return down river), to serve for towing-lines to 
conduct him to the Shyr. At that place raw material was known 
to exist sufficient for the manufacture of any amount of cordage he 
a require for his necessities till he reached Gondokoro, 

reparations were completed by July 25th, and his boat laden 

dbep with stores, the liberated children, and a guard of twelve 

* men, Surkatti, with the good wisheg of all, spread his sails to a 
favouring breeze. . : 
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_ Suly 27th.—Jickwi and the porters became exacting, and, in 
lieu of a pair of copper ear-rings or a bracelet, a cow for each 
porter was insisted on. “If I was to rob any one, I would sack 

is house and village for breach of contract: and I could forego 
the goods already forwarded to Addr, if unable to proceed thither 
im person.” ‘U'he argument was conclusive, and in the afternoon 
oor with an escort, accompanied a party of laden porters to 

OF. 

I was occupied on the 29th July with final preparations for the 
return of the boats and our journey inlandk Atverything was 
prepared for leaving by the next day, Means were taken to pro- 
vide a reinforcement of men and additional stores, with the despatch 
of the boats from Khartim to Gondokoro, as early as possible 
in the approaching season. i 

July Slst.—The negroes having disappointed us, we set ont 
alone at noon with a small party only of our men, who by this time 
had become familiar with the route. The Doctor and Foxcroft 
were left to bring up the last loads, for which we hoped to send the 
required porters from Adér. The boats also were about to leave 
their moorings for Khartim, and with heavy hearts their crews 
took anxious leave of us. 

We proceeded on horseback, through slush and marsh, and over 
water in our punt. We passed the night ina kraal. The greater 
part of the cattle lay in water, and to all intents and purposes, like 
their masters, had become amphibious. 

August lst.—A continuation of marsh to the precincts of Addr, 
where we found our tents pitched outside the station. Jickwi and 
our active agent failing to procure porters at any price short of 
cattle to be stolen from the Aliab, had, to lose no time, at 

undrupled rate of copper bracelets, hired twenty negroes to pro- 
aad with sixteen lade denen supported b ith eae of Reale 
seven men, under an old hand, to the Rohl, some sixteen days’ 
march due west, From this date our Diary * was regularly kept ; 
and as I forward it for your inspection, [ need now but touch 
upon the principal events of our journey, which therein may not be 
sufficiently explained. 

Aug. 11th,—Notwithstanding the endeavours of Deraden, chief 
of the village, Jickwi's brother, we could not obtain sufficient 
porters for even the most indispensable of our requirements. 
Therefore, on the 15th of August, we were constrained to leave 
150 loads behind. Left Adér with forty porters, eighteen laden 

* This contains all the details of be 3 ai ane 
latitude, longitude, and aiticode: Noiiaap as Gage be eee ered 
which the accompanying map of the route has been constructed.—[Em, ] : 
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donkeys, six trained bullocks, and several head of cattle, purchased 
at 15 shillings a-head for our requirements on the road. 

Aug. 19th.—At 3 P.M, we arrived at some fishermen’s huts, 
forming a hamlet called Jemid, on the bank of an acd 
boundless lagoon, called Faragau, conducting to the river Haugau; 
supplied by streams from the south, and discharging itself into the 
Nile at the northern extremity of Gaba Shambyl, m the territory 
of Fouaer. The lagoon divides the Kytch on the east from the 
Atwot and Rohl on the west. After the rains the waters subside 
‘nto two or three channels, and the land affords coarse but abundant 
pasturage. : 

Aug. 22nd.—The fishermen of the hamlet, who yesterday had 
contracted for thirty canoes to ferry us across the lagoon, uring 
the night have decamped with bag, baggage, and canoes. 

Aug. 25th—At T-25 P.M. saw 8 comet, and observed distances 
—from Benetnasch, in Ursa major, 10° 3'; Ras Alhague, in 
Ophiuchi, 30° 53°; and Alphacea, in Coron Borealis, 25° 44’. 

Aug, 28th,—The negroes of the adjoiming village of Neot har- 
bouring the fishermen, and refusing to barter grain or food of any 
description, we were obliged to occupy the village, and, in the 


event of a selene refusal to f us over, were determined to 


subsist on their ripening grain until the d ing up of the lagoon. 
The huts, at soniitierstie distances from a hie were being 
abandoned, and the high corn dividing them was resorted to by 
the negroes, to all appearance bent on attacking us. Flanking our 
porters, we viarchen to about the centre of the village without 
opposition ; and taking possession of a deserted set of huts in an 
enclosure for the deposit of our traps, our tent was pitched outside. 
High stages, used by the negroes as look-outs, were occupied by 
our sentinels, After a short palaver with a few of the natives, 
and a repetition of our eh SIT and intentions, canoes were 
promised on the following ay 

A heavy shower of rain followed: and when about to cease, in 
lieu of the expected fishermen, we were astonished by flights of 
arrows, discharged by the negroes in the belief, as we afterwards 
discovered, that the rain would prevent the discharge of our fire- 
arms. Several shots from our wary men told a different tale ; and 
hurrying, rifle in hand, to a stage to show them the effect of our 
arms, and daunt them at the least ible expense of life, at 300 
yards I picked off a leader backed by a strong party. | 
" ‘Phe man was no sooner down than his men re ieved him of his 
bow and arrows, and fled. Our attendant, Ringa, true to Nyam 
Nyam habits, administered the coup de grace in the head. 1 was 
sorry for it, and would have preferred having him a prisoner. His 
wife and son, a boy, fell into our hanls. Four or ve others had 
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fallen; and, finding their bows and arrows took no effect, the affair 
terminated. 

Aug. 29th.—Three negroes presented themselves, and peace was 
offered and accepted. To rati y it, the next day, a white bullock 
was slaughtered, and ourselves, but particularly the tent, were 
elaborately sprinkled with water. Fishermen and canoes were 
promised to convey us on our way. 

Aug, 31st.—A_ heavy storm and abundance of rain; our tent 
was inundated. Negroes did not show themselves, 

September drd.—Seventeen canoes in waiting, we returned to our 
old quarters at Jemid. At noon the canoes were loaded, and sent 
on to a deserted kraal farther south, to which we followed in our 
punt on the next day. We had scarcely time to pitch our tent 
when a heavy storm inundated our bagg 

Sept. oth.—The canoes, with a guard of ten men, heavily laden, 
with the greatest part of our stores, at 9 a.., left to cross the 
lagoon, and return for the remainder. 

Sept. Gth.—Some firing heard in the direction of Jemid was 
inexplicable; and at 7 a.m., twenty-one of our men, with forty 
porters, on their way back from the Rohl, came marching gaily up 
with colours fying. They had successfully crossed the lagoon the 
day previous; had seen nothing of our party of ten men and 
baggage ; and, ignorant of our presence, had dismissed their canoes. 
They were on their way back to Adér to fetch some of the remain- 
ing. stores. (3 | 

At 10 a.m. two shots were faintly heard across the lagoon, and 
we fancied they might proceed from our men, perhaps returning 
with the canoes. The d. y passed without inteligence of them, 
and suspicions were entertained that all was not right, 

The return men from the Rohl, on their upward journey, had 
been deserted by the fishermen, after having ferried over their goods 
only; and the greater part of the men, at the risk of their ives, 
had to swim and wade alternately during an entire day to cross 
the water. Their porters, with the sole exception of the chief, 
Jickwi, took advantage of their oppersuaity and deserted. Re- 
duced to their donkeys, they were obliged to advance short stages, 
and return for the emo loads ; thus they accomplished a weary 
journey to the Rohl, compelled to traverse the same ground twice 
over. : 
Sept. 7th.—Despatched, at 8 a.m, seven men and an interpreter 
—Kheir Allah—in the punt acrozs the lagoon to look out for the 


advance party; proceed with them to Atwot, and endeavour to - 


At 5. p.m. five canoes were announced : they turned out to ‘be 
our own men, who had left ug with the seventeen canoes laden with 


goods om the Sth, They had evidently been roughly handled— 
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youched for by bruised faces, cut heads, and swollen arms. The 
negroes had, im fact, betrayed them by upsetting, ata given signal, 
the canoes, The unfortunate men, struggling m deep water, were 
mercilessly clubbed on their heads, faces, and arms, held up to 

rotect themselves; and two of the party sank to rise no more. 
The lose of goods was sad and irreparable, comprising photographic 
lens and chemicals, arsenical soap, and fla ing-instruments ; the 
whole of our stock of beads, four elephant-rifles and muskets, a pair 
of tusks, trophies of Carlo; the Doctor's, Foxeroft’s, Carlo’s, and 
the entire of the men’s clothing, with other things too numerous to 
mention. 

Fortunately two or three of the men retaimed their guns, and 
notwithstanding the immersion they did not fail them ; and, killing 
as many negroes, the savages made off, leaving five canoes bottom 
up, by means of which they returned to us. 40 add to our mis- 
fortunes, Mrs. Petherick was suffering from fever, myself with 
lum and our men, of whom many were invalids, were atrait- 





ened for provisions. 


Sept. Sth.—Embarked eight men, with the few stores we had 
left, in the captured canoes, and, at 5 pa,, after a hard day's work, 
they returned, clon gen the goods in a deserted kraal, aumel 
consigned them to Abd-el-Kheir and his party, who had yesterday 
crossed in the punt. . 

Sent. 9th.—Sent out porters, under an escort, across the water ; 

d, as Mrs. Saat was too ill oe pginhoase for them 
to proceed with the bageeg e to the Rohl, to return as 
soon as possible for us. In the mean time I retained the men and 
“eh thence, who had joined on their way for more goods from 

Sept, 10th.—The canoes having returned, sent Mediné, an old 

servant, with a reinforcement, to join the men on the other side, 

and proceed with them to the Robl, fearing lest a small force 
ight come to grief. 





vot. 12th.—Returning from a morning ride, with some gumea- 
fowl, I was astounded to learn that our trusted agent, Mussaad, had 
been shot at, and killed instantly, by a youth of Moorish descent, 
in a quarrel. ‘The lad was sitting some 50 yards off, in the expec- 
tation of a similar fate ; but I handcuffed him instead. 
Sept. 17th._—Mrs. Petherick, feeling herself equal to the task, 
although very weak, begged to leave the unwholesome spot; and, 
0) ney, we embarked our remaining be rrare in thé canoes, 
a cows cap Sor te tae and our firearms, we entered 
» punt, Crossing the Haugau, we had navigated a narrow 
channel in the reeds, about a aus and got into a strong current 





ae | the central channel. Their anited — s, called Amin, 
flowed north, and formed a stream about 30 yards wide, and 16 to 
f 
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18 feet deep. We then passed into shallow water, from 1 to 3 feet 
deep, amongst high grass and reeds, with occasional open spaces of 
clear water. 

The dense wood seen on the horizon from our camp on the 
Haugau was now but a short distance from us, and it also was ~ 
inundated, Ant-hills became conspicuous, and we disembarked on 
one, whence our effects were carried by the porters to a deserted 
kraal, called Abael, and the canoes returned for the doctor and the 
rear. Thus the Lagoon was virtually passed; but although we 
were now on a spot of dry ground, the entire country as far as the 
eye could reach was inundated. | 

Hence through the Atwot territory we waded full three-fourths 
of the way to the Rohl, and at noon, Sept. 22nd, we reached the 
long-talked of Poncet station, near the village of Adael, The 
station consisted of an extensive stockade: the outer one was 
allotted to the cattle, and in the inner one, containing some 70 huts, 
we were allotted three thereof for our accommodation. 

Sept. 26th to 28th.—The ways and means for further progress 
having been proposed, and my plans frustrated as much as possible , 
by the agent of the station, to whom I had delivered a letter con- 
cerning us from his employer, my presentiments, gleaned en route 
from the men, at length were beyond a doubt confirmed, that with- 
out cattle I could not move. 

What the intentions of Poncet and his agent at Adér were, to 
mislead me by representing the Rohl as hs -trafficking com- 
munity, I could not ies as even the ordinary articles of 
consumption, such as moderate quantities of grain, honey, and 
tobaceo, could only be obtained im exchange for a cow or calf. 
Had I chosen to rob cattle in order to pay the porters, I could 
have done so at the Addr, and avoided all the inconveniences and 
heavy loses that had befallen us by following this impracticable 
and circuitous route. What was to be done? Indebted to the 
amount of some sixty head of cattle for the hire of the porters who 
had accompanied our men, whom we met on the Lagoon, the 
agent, for an equivalent of goods or money, could not, or would not, 
supply me with any more cattle, Neither would the negroes of 
the adjoming village dispose of any of their cattle for any con- 
sideration in our power to give them. The men's demands for 
cattle to purchase their different requirements, put off from day to 
day, <ehined them troublesome an | turbulent. ‘They told mé we 
could neither return nor proceed, and they would consent no longer 
to privations, whilst im possession of the means to obtain them, and, 
with or without my consent, they were prepared to join Poncet’s 
men in @-Tazzia, : 

The storm I had long foreseen brewing now burst, and, as : 


296° Peruentcr's Land Journey 


matters would be only aggravated by a refusal, I gave my reluctant 
consent, Our reflections, as may be supposed, were none of the 
pleasantest. In lieu of the introduction of more valuable and 
civilisine merchandise, such as cutlery, or cloth for wearing apparel, 
as articles of barter, of which the negroes are very fond—when 
the value of glass beads and copper ornaments began to decline 
and to lose their charm—the traders disgraced themselves by 
descending to the level of the savages, and imitated them, on a 
larger Sale in their attempts to enrich themselves by the plunder 
and destruction of tribe after tribe. From this to slave-stealing, 
and the pursuit of the traffic was but a step, which, according to 
my pe sista all the traders have learned, more or less, to indulge 
in. With the produce they pay their men, and realise such profits, 
that to many, I believe, the ivory trade is but of secondary 
consideration. 

October 22nd.—A commotion in the village. Some cattle have 
been stolen by the natives from the Atwot, and traced to Adael ; 
several women and children have been seized in the corn-fields, to 
be retained as hostages for the stolen cattle. 

Oet. 30th.—Our marauders returned, and after the deduction of 
one-third for the men, as 1 was informed was usual, we 
sufficient cattle for all of our requirements. ‘The only casualty was 
the loss of one man, in an elephant hunt. 

November 13th.—At length the arrangements had been com- 
pleted, and with one hundred porters for ourselves and fifty for a 

etachment of Poncet’s men, we left the station to proceed due 
south, Poncet’s agent and fifty of his men accompanied us to bring 
back the negroes to their homes, as, if left to themselves, they 
would risk being exterminated by the tribes. 

Nov. 14th.—Crossing a sheet of water, we suffered some mcon- 
venience by the desertion of a number of our porters, and the loss 
of some loads, which, thrown into the high grass or water, could 
not be recovered. 

_ Passing subsequently through the Djour territory, and entering 
that of Maco on the 0th Sena hecswe made Negaare: the vil- 
lage of a chief of that name, who ruled over a district called Moro 

orokodo. The country traversed gained in elevation, and we 
were now enjoying the prospect of several hills The Rohl porters, 
as also Poncet’s agent, de ppg no farther; and as the 
aborigines would not carry loads, we were obligéd to wait here 
until porters could be obtained from my station, situated at some 
eight or ten days’ journey farther south. | 

‘December 2nd,—One-half of our men left for the required 
porters. Illness prevailed to a great extent amongst us, and, I 

: particular, my dauntless wife and myself were great guilerers. 
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Neangara and the natives were well behaved, and paid us great 
attention: many of our men were known to them by name, haying 
been here on former trading expeditions from the station, | 

Dee. 1ith.—Our agent Awat arrived from the station with a 
numerous escort, and brought us upwards of one hundred porters; 
but I was too ill to think of moving for some time to come. 

Dee. 16th.—Awat, having some months previously left merchan- 
dise for barter with several Nyam Nyam chiefs, about four days’ 
journey westwards, proceeded with some hunters, thirty men, and 
all the porters to {lakraka, a Nyam Nyam district. Provisions 
there were abundant, whilst Neangara could with difficulty supply 
us with a sufficiency. | 

January 12th, 1863.—Awat and his men, with about 10 ewt, of 
tusks, oppeney arriving, were gladly welcomed. 

an. 1ith.—Arrangements being complete, and we convalescent, 
left Neangara, and, travelling through an undulating and prettily- 
wooded country, occasionally intersected by brooks, we crossed in 
our punt a considerable Py highly picturesque river, called Ayi. 
Its course was 10° (azimuth compass), and its breadth about 100 
yards. The depth varied from knee to waist, and it was reported 
to contribute its waters to the Haugau, of which lagoon I believe 
it to be re the principal feeder. 

Jan. 2oth.—After crossing another pretty stream, the Bibio, we 
arrived at my station, situated near the junction of the Bibio and 
the Ayi, formerly known by the name of Neambara, but really 
situated, not in that district, but near the village of Wayo, in the 
Moro territory. Our donkeys, originally forty, had now dwindled 
to fifteen, and I lost my horse. | 

February 12th.—Having waited for a change of porters, we 

proceeded easterly, vid the Neambara, through a romantie group 
of hills, compared by our doctor to the Trosachs, the drainage of 
which, the river Queeny, flowed north, and emptied its waters also, 
it was said, into the lagoon of Haugan. 
_ #eb. 16th,—A vast plain, inhabited by the Bari, was reached. 
Sixty men, a reinforcement from Khartiim, were met, who with 
four boats had arrived at Gondokoro. The men were bent upon 
searching for us, and conveyed the unpleasant news of the rumour 
of our deaths, as also a letter from Mr. Baker, dated Gondokoro. 

The various sluggish, and now for the most part dried up, water- 
courses which traverse the well-wooded and fertile plains, take an 
easterly direction, and finally discharge themselves into the Nile 
below Gondokoro. 

Feb, 20th.—Arrived at Gondokoro, and to our agreeable sur- 
ES were greeted by Captains Speke and Grant, as also by Mir. 
Baker—the former having pyeceded us by five days, 


298° Peruenicr’s Land Journey 
Mr. Coxsun Permenton's Onsenvatioss. Computed by Epwis Duwxty, Esq., 
Greenwich Observatory. 


Separate Results for Longitude. 





ch f fl 
1 50 45 
31 | 32 11 «#20 
EE a Jupiter an es Bi ie 18 45 
ri 15 Jupiter a ee a2 45 et) 
Lolnun, or Abu Ruka .. July 7 Jupiter oo 24 (16 ’ 
* 5 Jupiter 30 5 oD 
»» | «=—«sds‘G Sun ace oe 
>» 16) Sun was, 30 45 «45 
. 7 #e * ao Mars = ahh 0 6 0 
Adael.. ert 4 | Mars ae a0 18 0 
re 4 Mars oi em 29 61 45 
a f Anturs  ~-239 3 30 
fa 11 | Mars 79 24 45 
1. 18 Sun NS a 42 «30 
or 6=— 4 Sun 5 30 «62 #415 
B® 15 : San. nb oe mM) Az ) 
Nov, 10/ Eegulus Tyo » 30 6 
Wt if | Mars i a0 fi 30 ; 
ie af as | = 8 | 30 13 30 
e? eo re ao.29 06D 
he af Regulus on n® ag 26 i) 
+» «3 | Aldebaram | 29 37 45 | 
Be | Regulus == s a0 47 45 
Th is Aldeboran | 3 12 O 
Neangara oe « a? Ce | Dec, 1 t San | 29 32 oth 
— 2 | Aldebaran 
.a os Altair? Ft Sr 30 41 45 
»»  o+p | Aldeboran 
4 in Altair? ee n# oo | 45 
' eo» | Aldebaran 
Le Altair? a ao 19 455 
o> o> | Fomalhant | 29 52 0 
»» os | Alleboran wee il ‘ee | 
oy 60ong | Fomolhant | 29 42 45 
vs ge | Aldebaran 30 5 0 


~ we | OO ST M8 
| 30 22 0 


Ff io Pollux “* nn ao 85 15 
re Cs Mars 99 65 0] 
* He ni Pollux re ee | 20 4 0 
cc eat. | ere 9 52 16 
nw 63] Spo | i. “a al z oO 
| . 
7 . 

















+ . . 
Westward of the White Nile, 299 
Me. Cossut Permenice’s Onsrrvatioxs—continwed, 
oe Month and iar or Pianet Resulting Langue E 
: Thay. with the Moon, Moon We. 
| | o i if 
Neangara.. + «+ «+ | Jan, 3 Mars | 
4 bs gs een =) 18 So 
demi lars 
Pa) tf Regulus ao 59 Oo 
a) oF Mars 
Fe Fr Ke ulus ol a4 0 
= Ba cn) Ars 
oy «618 Son #0 S7 30 
Wayo.. « -« «+ «os | Feb, 1 vals 30 30 #15 
- id 8 
pi a ELS a0 695 oO 
sans aa a are 
Ph ie Re lus oo 28 a) 
rf re | Mars 
Gondokoro Par] He oh M. ‘* $5 Venus 
ss os | Hegulus $2 96 45 
Mouth of Bahr-el-Ghazal Apr. 24 Venus | 
j nf FP Jupiter | a0] | 0 
ihe oP Venus 
oF 8 Jupiter 2 31 30 
ls Venus 
fee Jupiter 30 31 30 
oF '? Venus | 
y9 ay | Jupiter 30 39 30 
Island of Kyt .. «. «| Mar, & Sun 20 47 45 
i 
. 
my * 
a 
= rl 
. ’ 


300 Prrxuerick 


“OTP = 98. 0 op op a *e a= = im be aoge “i f 
“OnNIP = 91-0 outp onip } wHOTad mnswog Aq pos { CEE Sire ; 
“aarpeos a}t mos; — 7g-0 FRA "Qog] “AGAT MY TIMO TO 201ta mr feoel es Oy WYN Ie IHN AAS “ANY 8) 7a] 8A FECG “ON 


Go 


“Dorypans ‘Pood ty pormyax waeG SANT Heo FY TIN Faire Se apes "cer eeacnReND aE: Saytyoq oaayy ya poyiddns sea soqae [Hs 








el in 8  * atxgopanst | so Lun ai 
ior ef @ +» yuRERD-[-21}64] JO INOW = PES 
at oo 2 F " quoyopiog) | ** g5 “qd 
.- 88 moe wing |" ol ey § 
ug oo oF # + quogg uy ‘OkM yy | ¢ ‘“qed—eoal 
ine It EE g a+ =a oe te wantuva Ny fi “aM ] id 
og ge gc 9 jt oto sey a pepy t ‘BO 
oe Pe en Ob wey NV *anpOr] 6 Ajng >. 
| a [aquings Byer of ounr . 
# ee 7 “t" Ea oa aa tl quiy | rl dug 
se | Nes ye oot fs 8 mp) Ot SEN oe 


It any—"19e1 


‘SKOMLVARAHI() SAOUANLA IASK0D “apy 40 Winsay ‘IVAT . 


( 301 ) : 
APPENDIX. 


Remarks on the Chart to Captain Toynbee’s Paper at page 147. 
By Staff-Commander C. Groner, B.N., Map-Curator B.¢.s. 


THe chart of a portion of the Southern hemisphere, which accom- 
panies Captain 'Toynbee’s paper, represents about one-tenth of the 
data which he collected during five consecutive voyages from 
England to India... The observations which he made in the North 
Atlantic, South Atlantic, and Indian Oceans, are bemg projected, 
and will form a supplement to the above. Fully to delimeate the 
whole of his observations would require two charts of each part— 
one of them to show the surface-temperature, currents, and winds ; 
and the other the barometric pressure, temperature of air, and 
specific gravity of water. | 

The 4fwe contour lines represent the limits of the cold or ice- 
bearing current: the red ones those of the warm current, or that 
derived from tropical regions, as far as Captain Toynbee has 
examined them, The sloping J/ack figures denote the temperature 
of the surface in precisely the same manner as the soundings repre- 
sent the depth of water on an ordinary chart. It must be under- 
stood that the cold current comes from the westward, and the chart 
shows that its northern boundary in August and September is 
between the parallels of 39° and 42° s,; also that the warm 
current flows from the Indian Ocean in a south-westerly direction. 

Of the Cape of Good Hope the two currents meet near the 
parallel of 39° s. and the meridian of 20° £. but the line of 
meeting may alter along that parallel in different seasons, The 
apparent effect of the junction of the warm and cold currents is to 
drive the latter about 2 degrees further to the southward, and also 
to divide each of the currents into two parts: some portion of*the 
cold current is turned to the northward, and by its specific gravity 
it runs under the warm current, strikes the western side of the 
Agulhas Bank and comes to the surface near Table Bay, where its 
temperature is 52°, while at 60 miles off the shore the warm cyr- 
rent is running north-westerly at a temperature of 68° to 70°—a 
difference of 16 f 18 degrfes. At this meeting of the currents 
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the greater portion of the warm current continues to flow to the 
westward, between the Cape and the parallel of 39°; while some 
portion of the warm current is here turned, and carried to the east- 
ward by the cold or ice-bearing current, which, after sending off a 

rtion towards the Cape of Good Hope, continues its easterly 
direction along the parallels of 40° and 42° s. The cold stream, 
after passing ‘Table Bay, continues to run northerly along the west 
coast of Africa, and its existence has been noticed by ‘T, Baines, 
Esq., F.8.G,8., at Walvisch Bay, in latitude 29° s., where he found 
the water so cold and bracing as to be almost unpleasant for 
bathing, in the same year as the observations were made by Captain 
Toynbee at the Cape. 

‘That the boundary of the cold water remains somewhat stationary, 
as noticed by Captain Toynbee, during the months of August and 
September, is supported by the fact that it was found in the same 
locality for four consecutive years, viz., between the parallels of 39° 
and 40° s., and between the meridians of 4° and 6° BE. ; also that 
the warm current follows the same law is established, for on the 
same parallel and near 15° &., the warm current was encountered 
and found there during the five years of examination, and in like 
manner in many other places, After passing the meridian of 
95° x., the cold current is pushed 2 degrees further south, and still 
running to the eastward carries the warm eurface-water with it, as 
is indicated by the direction of the arrows and the contour lines of 
warm current stretching out in points to the eastward. 

Between the meridians of 45° and 55° x., and along the parallels 
of 40° and 41° s., the warm and cold currents become interlaced 
in a remarkable manner, as may be noticed on the chart. Now 
that the temperatures are projected in their gare places and their 
contours marked out, it becomes easy to follow the cold and warm 
enrrents their respective temperatures ;* and all the remarks of 
Captain Toynbee are clearly illustrated, in which he says “he 
passed through streaks or lanes of cold and warm water, where the 
sea was disturbed and so confused as to roll away the main-topgal- 
lant-mast, and when hail-storms were frequent.” ‘These peculiarities 
invite further examination into the phenomena of the Geography 
of the Sea, with a view to ascertain what effect the meeting of the 
cold and warm currents has upon the atmosphere immediately over 
them, in other parts of the ocean. 

This chart may engage the attention of the mariner when 
shaping his course sither way round the Cape of Good Hope 
Vessels outward bound, when near the island of Tristan peel oe 
should make for the cold-water current as soon as possible, as it 
ruts in the direction of his course; and when homeward-bound 
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he should keep in the warm-water current for the same reason. 
Coming from the coast of South America, the chart would indicate 
that when near Tristan d’Acunha, it 1s safe practice to enter the 
cold-water current soon after pe that iland, steering south- 
easterly between it and the cold-water patches, remarked upon by 
Captain Toynbee, in latitude 39° and 40° and 4° and 6° &£., and 
keeping in that direction until they near the point where the 
meridian of Greenwich crosses the parallel of 43° s., in the tem- 
perature of about 46°. On this parallel (43° 5.) the Cape may 

- passed, hauling to the northward or southward, according to 
the season of the year, and thus substitute the thermometer for the 
lead. Bear in mind the good old practice of Admiral Sir J. Norris ; 
the three L.L.L’s, viz., latitude, lookqut, &c., will bea safe guide to 
avoid the icebergs on the south side, and to keep clear of the 
turmoil of the sea that may be expected along the parallel of 40° ., 
where the warm and cold currents mingle, omeward-bound, 
keeping near the parallel of 56° s. will carry the warm current 
round the Cape. : 
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Aamood tribe, 54, 
Fee 295, 
Abbasides, 58, 
Abdeh tribe, 54. 
Ah Uchama, 27, 
Ablaiketka Rivulet, 64. 
Ablai River, 64, 
Ablai’s Halls, 64. 
Abramof, M., on Nor-Zaisan, 59 ef soy, 
Abrus precatorius, 250, | 
Abo Kuka, 290, 
==—————, lat mtn of, 245, 
; =, position and height of, 
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Abul Ferraj, 27. 
Abulghazi, 92. 
Albnthabi, 16 








» in Agur, position and height of, 
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——, longitude of, 298, 
Adin, 178, 180, 
—— ilistrict, 179, 
Adhémar, M., theary of climate, 125, 

an Kords, 48. — 
Adiites Kurds, 45, 
Adir, 290, 991, 
Ago 29, 

ite, 39, 
Afisios, 39. 
Daknaons, 19, 

Afls 15], noe, 
Alfiad)-e-Dowassaer, 150, 
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Aghdsen province, 246. 

Aghdsnik provinee, 26, 

Aghovar Cave. 50, 

——, Mountain of, 49. 

Agulhas Hank, 149, 

—————— cold current, 30), 

Agyl, a7. 

Ainsworth, Mr., 90, 39, 

Ajawa dialect, 161. 

Mihng, 82, 
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Akeuat River, 60, 
Akiik, 48, 
Al-Abesa, 177. 
Al-Hahrein, 189, 
province, 187. 
——, region of, 172, 
Ala-knl Lake, 217, 219, nofe. 
Al-Ardh, 179, note, 
Al-Aridh, 179, 
Alatarsk District, 212, 
Alatan, Djun rian, 227, 
Albu Assi tribe, 55, 
Aleksei Fédorovitch, 215, 
Aleppo trade with Kurdistan, 57, 
Al-Hareb, 182. 
Al-Harij, 180, 
Al-Howteh, 180, 
——— District, 171. 
Al-Hifif, 170, 
. » longitude and latitude of, 
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